Announcements


Children come forward for opening of presents


Candles can keep if desired


10 AM Sunday morning worship

1st 
First Reader:  This first candle is the candle of hope. Advent is a time of waiting and of hoping. We wait for the day when we celebrate again the birth of Jesus. We hope that everyone will come to know God and to worship God.  We wait for Jesus to come again.
(Light the first candle) 
Hymn "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" #124
Second Reader: When we look at the first candle, we remember God's promise. God promised to send a Savior to the people. When we listen to our Scripture reading, we hear what the prophet Isaiah wrote about God. God fulfills the promises made to care for people. God is loving and just. God brings peace. This gives us hope. We look forward to the time when everything is fair, when the world is at peace, and all people are treated justly. 
First Reader: Read Isaiah 2:3-5.   
The LORD will judge between the nations
    and will settle disputes for many peoples.
They will beat their swords into plowshares
    and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation,
    nor will they train for war anymore.
5 Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord.
Second Reader: This Scripture offers us the hope of God's kingdom where there is peace. It includes the wonderful sentence, "...let us walk in the light of the Lord!" We are people who need hope?  We are also people who have experienced hope.  Let us see open the gift of hope and see where those places are: 

Opening of Gift
Prayer Ryan


Hebrews 6 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.
HOPE 
Experience hope
In the faithfulness and perseverance of our pastor!

Dawsen doing well (especially physically)

In the smiles of my children.  Love and forgiveness from the Saviour.

Need hope
In seeking our direction forward as a church, we need earthworm hope!

Long term plan/buyer for station

World politics and leadership will submit to God and be humbled.

2nd Candle
We light the candle of love. One verse that many memorize and remember on this day is John 3:16, "God so loved the world..." Some people may not know the love of other people. That makes it harder for them to understand God's love. During Advent, we pray that we may remember again God's gift of Jesus to the world and know that God's love for all people is the reason for this gift. 
(Light the second candle.) 
All:  o holy night #148
 When we look at the second candle, we remember God's love. When we read the words of John 3:16, we know of God's greatness and care. We remember God's love at Advent when we remember that God sent Jesus to us to help us know that God is loving and just. 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
God's love is a saving love, a changing love, and unconditional love for everyone.  Let us open this gift of love and see where God's love has been experienced and where it is still needed.
Opening of Gifts
Prayer Ryan: 
LOVE
Experience Love
Ana and Price saying positive things about their childhood and our family.  Both of them being in a good place in their lives and making strides in their own walks with God.

In the kindness of stranger with kids, random acts of love that are unexpected.  From my husband and kids- which from my kids humbles me.

Need Love
My relationship with Layton- my feelings of being alone and having the station completely on my shoulders.  Need a partner.

From friends no longer who have betrayed us.

3rd Candle 
First Reader: We now light the candle of joy. One thing that sometimes happens as we get ready to celebrate Jesus' birth is we expect to be happy all the time. Joy is not the same as happy. Joy is a deeper feeling created by knowing that God cares for us. Joy is remembering that God sent Jesus so we would always know of God's care. During Advent, we pray that we may remember again God's gift of Jesus to the world and know the joy that gift brings to all people. 
(Light the third candle.) 
All: "Joy to the World," #125
Second Reader: When we look at the third candle, we remember God's promise of joy. God promised to send a Savior to the people. Today we read from the Gospel of Luke. In the Scripture, we read Mary's song of praise and joy. There must have been times when Mary was frightened, worried, fearful and sad. But we have these words of joy even in a time when she was unsure of the future. Her words can guide us to look for the joy of God even when things may be uncertain for us. 
First Reader: Read Luke 1:47-55. 

 And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has been mindful
    of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
    holy is his name.
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,
    from generation to generation.
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones
    but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
    but has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
    remembering to be merciful
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,
    just as he promised our ancestors.”
Second Reader: How privileged we are to have this beautiful song of Mary. Can you imagine her singing the words written in Scripture? It is a testimony to her faith and joy at being chosen as God's servant. How have we experienced Joy and where do we still need joy in our lives?
Opening of Gift

Prayer Ryan: 
JOY
Expereince joy
Watching my kids make life choices and take care of themselves and others.

Family and sharing of love

spending time with family, sharing our ups and downs of the week, praying with and for them.

Raising children.  In watching/helping people do the right things and flourish.
Need Joy
In enjoying daily activities instead of just getting through them.

experience peace 

to see God's love warming the hearts of those cold in spirit.

In my walk with Christ.  More in my church and in my family.
4th Candle 
First Reader: This is the candle of peace. Our world is not always a peaceful world. People hurt other people. Countries are at war today. People don't take care of the world. People yell and scream at other people. But God promises peace. During Advent, we pray that we, as well as all people, will seek God's peace. 
(Light the fourth candle.) 
All: "O Little Town of Bethlehem," #141
Second Reader: When we look at the fourth candle, we remember God's promise of peace. We recall the words of Jesus in John 14:27, "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you." In times of war and hatred, it's hard to remember that Jesus is the one who brings peace. As we approach Christmas, let's remember that God's intention is a place of peace where people shake hands instead of harm one another. 
First Reader: Read Luke 2:1-20 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a]Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
Second Reader: The shepherds may have not felt very peaceful when they heard the words of the angel. They were probably scared and confused. Yet they followed those words, trusting in God. Sometimes all we see around us gives a different message from the message of peace. Yet we, like the shepherds, can follow God's words and trust in God's promises. 
First Reader: This Scripture reminds us that when we are fearful, we are often not thinking of peace. The angels calm the shepherds and send them forward with a task. Where have we experienced peace?  Where do we still need peace?
Opening of Gift 
Prayer Ryan
PEACE
Need peace  
I have experienced peace in the relative calm I’ve been able to maintain despite problems and potential problems at the station.

ExperieNce Peace
I need peace in accepting God’s timing for selling the station.
Ryan

Our hope, love, joy, and peace all come together in this night, because of a gift that does not come in a box.  But it came from an unusual place, the same place all of us came from.  Jesus came as a tiny baby, born to Mary and welcomed by Joseph, as God the Father's one and only Son.  But it almost went unnoticed.

Read Song of the Stars.

Kids “It is time”

Others “Refrain”

Hymn 
Angels we have heard on high  #133

We light this last candle, 


the center candle, 


the Christ Candle, 

because Jesus is the source of where we find our hope, love, joy, and peace.  


Without Jesus, 



there would be nothing to hope for, 




because there would be no rescuer.  



There would be nothing to love, 




because we would not have an example of laying down our life.  


There would be no joy, 




because everything would still be dependent on us.  



There would be no peace, 




because it would be up to us to make the world right.  





We tend to do that through power and might, 





instead of weakness and service.  

So we light this last candle to remember the source of the light in the darkness.

Light candle 

Read John 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, 


and the Word was with God, 


and the Word was God. 2 
He was with God in the beginning. 3 
Through him all things were made; 


without him nothing was made that has been made. 
4 In him was life, 


and that life was the light of all mankind. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, 


and the darkness has not overcome it.

We gather during this time 


when our half of the world has the most darkness 



and remember that the world is not meant to be this dark.  

So We light up trees, 


roof lines, 


windows, 


and small plastic people and polar bears, 



to bring light into our world.  

There is a power in the light 


that makes all the difference when we are dealing with darkness.

But by the end of next month, 


most of the lights will be down.  


The Seasonal Affects lights will still be working double time, 



but the intentional placing of lights 




becomes less socially acceptable.

We know we need light.  


Plants need light to live, 


we need light to move around, 



to be mentally healthy, 



to feel at peace.  

Too much darkness does bad things to ones health and thought process.  


Crime is higher during darkness, 


poor decision making escalates the farther into the night we go.  


So we need light.

Jesus comes into the picture in John's prologue as the light.  


This is not just any light though.  



It is light that is fully God.  



It was light that was the Word of God.  

And then in verse three through five, 


we receive God's rescue plan.  



All things were created through Jesus.  




Nothing exists that does not have Jesus' fingerprints on it.  




That wasn't crafted by Jesus. 

This signature matters, 


because we are like everything else in the world.  

When we are used for what we are intended to be, 


we flourish.  

When we try to be something we are not, 


we struggle.  

Verse 4 reinforces this idea.  


When what had been made, 



the creatures of the earth, 


were in union with, 


abiding in him their creator, 



there was life.  




This was true with Adam and Eve in the beginning.  




It was true of Jesus during his time amongst us.  





Life was different around Jesus.  





The way people interacted changed.  






The weak found a voice, 







the strong were pitied.  

These are the next steps of the rescue plan.  


Jesus would come among us, 


and in doing so, 



he would save us from our normal ways.

He did this, 


by simply showing us that there is a different way to live.  

For as great as we want to pretend we are, 


being humble, 


poor in Spirit, 


meek, mourning, 


hungering and thirsting for righteousness



 instead of going and forcing it to come, 




are not our ways.  

But Jesus brings this life to us 


to direct the human race.  


To allow us to see how to live.  

Life in the Greek can be two different words, 


bios or Zoe.  

From which we get the two words for my sermon title. 


I believe we need to realize that there is everyday standard life, 



this bios, 




where we understand how we and other things function.  


But the greater mystery, 



the thing that is constantly baffling scientists




 is how things relate to one another.  



This is the zoology aspect.  




How herring can change the weather patterns in Iowa.  



How slight changes are the difference between flourishing and famine.

This is the type of Zoe life and light 


that Jesus is offering.  

Ones that will change the way everything in our life functions 


without changing anything drastic.  



Someone is cruel to us, 




which is going to happen no matter what.  





But we offer them forgiveness 






rather than bitterness.  



Someone rubs us the wrong way.  




We offer them grace and mercy r




ather than cutting them off.

We don't do this on our own.  


It is only because we have been made aware of this possibility 



from the crucifixion and resurrection in verse 5.  

John speaks of resurrection before the crucifixion,


 before Jesus' death on the cross.  

He wants people to know that the light shines on, 


because Jesus was raised to life 


and the church continues to exist.  

But he does acknowledge the attempt to snuff out the light 


that happened on Good Friday.  

But he doesn't linger on the snuffing out, 


because the light is still shining today 



as the church reminds one another of the resurrection life 




that is available to us.  

As we pass the light on to one another, 


bringing each other out of the darkness.

This service has traditionally concluded 


with us acting this light sharing out.  

It is a powerful thing to watch, 


as the dim sanctuary is filled with the light of Christ from one another.  

So I invite you to move to the out side of the sanctuary, 


and we will pass the light to one another.  I

If you are inclinced, 


please remind your neighbor that this is the light of Christ.  

As it brings light to you, 


there is only one thing to do, 



share it with your fellow neighbor.  

As we do so, 


we will sing Silent Night to conclude our time together.  

Thank you for coming to welcome the light into the world this night 


and we encourage you to be like the Shepherds 


and take it out into the world this night 



and in the days and weeks ahead.
