Raspberries by Gomer Thomas


There are two general types of raspberries, summer-bearing and ever-bearing. The summer-bearing raspberries have a single crop each year, in June/July. The ever-bearing raspberries have two crops each year, one in June/July and the other in August/September. In both cases the canes grow in overlapping 2-year cycles. In the first year the canes come up and grow straight and tall, with leaves sprouting out all up and down the canes.  Ever-bearing raspberries have a crop of raspberries at the top of the canes in August/September; summer-bearing raspberries do not. For both types of berries the leaves fall off these canes in late Autumn, and the canes go through the winter as bare sticks (except that for ever-bearing raspberries these canes will have small twigs near the end of the canes where the Autumn crop was). In the following Spring these canes grow branches sticking out from the canes, and produce raspberries along the branches, especially at the ends of them. (In the meantime, the new canes for next year are coming up as well.) 

Thus, at this time of year there should be two types of canes in the raspberry patch. The canes that came up last Spring (called primocanes) will be bare sticks -- alive, typically greenish, and fairly smooth except for tiny stickers. For ever-bearing raspberries they will have small twigs near the end of the canes where the Autumn crop was) The canes that came up Spring before last will be dead or nearly dead, with branches sticking out from them where they produced berries last June/July, and they will typically be brownish with a somewhat weathered surface.

The (dead) canes that came up Spring before last should be clipped off at the ground now and thrown away. The canes that came up last Spring should be staked up in some way now, so that they don't get bent down and/or broken during the winter. (I stake mine up by putting up metal posts 6' or 7' high every 10' or so apart along the row and running wires between the posts at heights of 2', 4.5', and 7' or so.Then I tie the canes to the wires with strips of cloth -- from old sheets or sewing scraps.) 

Some people who have ever-bearing raspberries cut off the primocanes every year. This gives them no June/July crop, but the theory is that is gives a bigger Autumn crop. I don't do this with my ever-bearing varieties, because I prefer to get both the June/July and the Autumn crops, and I am not convinced that the Autumn crop is any smaller because of this.

If your friend would like to drop by and see how my raspberries are trimmed and tied up, I would be happy to show them off. (I haven't finished the trimming and tying on all my rows yet -- but seeing both "before" and "after" might be useful).

[bookmark: _GoBack]another raspberry suggestion that occurred to me is that this is a good time to mulch and/or fertilize the raspberries. I do both simultaneously by putting down a heavy mulch of composted stall sweepings I get from the horse stable right behind us. The stable owner is kind enough to pile the sweepings up in huge piles and give me some after it has composted for a couple of years. By this time it is completely odorless, and plants mulched with it grow like weeds. He literally delivers the sweepings to me by the dump truck load.
