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February 2019 
Theme for the year: 
 

Let Your Voice Be Heard for Our 
Veterans! 

  

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY! 

 

As February is the month of Love, I hope that you are all spreading our LOVE for our VETERANS 

throughout your Units, Posts and Communities. 

 

We had a good Mid-Winter Conference. We heard mid-year reports from our Department Chairmen, 

we had some training and we still had time to have some FUN! I just want you to know if you were 

not there, we did miss you. We had a special guest at our Mid-Winter Conference, our Southern 

Division National Vice President, Gloria Fochtmann-Haygood. Gloria presented the history of the 

American Legion Auxiliary to the joint opening session and she had a great message for us. We 

recognized some special members; on Friday we introduced our New Members. We had a meet and 

greet for them to get to know us and for us to get to know them. On Saturday, we recognized our 

members with 50 continuous years of service. These ladies are our foundation and our mentors! Not 

all the Certificates were picked up. We will try to get these to the Units soon.   

 

We also have a special guest coming on February 19-20. Our National President, Kathy Dungan will 

be here visiting the Department of Alabama American Legion Auxiliary. We will be celebrating our 

upcoming 100-year anniversary by completing our Department Cavalcade of Memories by allowing 

our National President to hang the Portrait of Alabama's only National President, Mrs. Lillian 

Andrews 1964 – 65. Also, our Past President's Plaques have been repaired and will be hung up for 

display. You will have two opportunities to meet our National President. There will be a reception at 

the Department Headquarters on Tuesday, February 19th from 1 – 3 pm. The second reception will be 

at Post 255 in Fultondale on Wednesday, February 20th from 6 – 8 pm. Please RSVP with Carol for 

which reception you plan to attend. The National President's Project is Female Veterans. If you or 

your Unit would like to donate to her project, we will be presenting checks to her at the receptions. 

Please let me know if you will have a donation so that I can recognize you at the reception. All 

checks should be made out to the ALA Foundation and earmarked for the National President's 

Veterans Project Fund. She is advocating for Female Veterans and the hardships that they endure. 

Female veterans are more likely to commit suicide than men. Some female veterans are sexually 

assaulted during their years in the military. If the female veteran is homeless and she has children, she 

is less likely to go to a shelter for fear of her children being taken away from her. I hope we have a lot 

of checks to present to her. 



 

I will be traveling to Washington, D.C. along with Gloria Fochtmann – Haygood, Judy Daughtry and 

Vickie Thrower- Mills on February 24th to storm the hill with our American Legion Family, where 

we will be visiting with our Senators and Congressmembers to advocate for our veterans. We will be 

telling our “WHY.”   We will be sharing our numerous hours and our many dollars spent. I know that 

they will be impressed with our work and commitment to our veterans. Please keep us in your 

prayers for safe travel and for receiving ears to hear. 

 

Membership – We need to continue to work membership. We are losing too many Auxiliary members 

every year for one reason or another. We are going to start a Revitalization team.  We will be setting 

up a Revitalization Day in each of the three divisions. 

 

I would like to share with you 5 ways to welcome new members: 

1. Don't wait – Make sure that your new member receives some form of communication from 

your Unit as soon as her membership application is submitted. Don't let them wonder if their 

membership means anything to the Unit. 

2. Make sure that they have the information they need. - They have joined – so now what? Pass 

out new member packets. Be sure that the new member gets a Unit Handbook. Give out a member 

roster book. 

3. Personalize it – Find unique ways to tell a new member you are thankful that they have joined. 

This could be a handwritten thank you note, a phone call from another member, tagging them on 

social media. Little touches will let them know you are there to support them and that their 

membership matters. 

4. Provide peer support – Membership offers a unique opportunity to talk to other people who 

face the same challenges and opportunities that you do. Consider a membership welcoming 

committee made up of mentors, who will be willing to reach out to new members to see how they can 

help them become active and involved members. 

5. Don't go cold – Remember, to the new member, the first year of membership is unfamiliar 

territory, so make sure that you continue to reach out to them even though you have newer members. 

 

If we will practice this, it will help us to retain members and have more involved members. If we 

make our new members feel welcomed - ultimately, they will become long time members. 

 

I hope to see you all very soon. Remember to let “Your voice be heard for our veterans!” 

 

 

Sharon Atkins, President 

Department of Alabama 

American Legion Auxiliary 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

New Office Hours: 

 

Effective January 7, 2019 

 

Monday and Wednesday 

8a – Noon 
 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

8a- 4p 
 

(334) 262-1176 

ALAux.Sec@legional.org 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rehab and Bonding Fees are due.  If you are  

unsure as to how much your Unit owes, 

contact Carol at Department and she will 

give you that information. 

 
Cookbooks are for Sale: 

 

REDUCED…Cookbooks have been reduced to $20/ea 
(plus s/h)  What a great gift idea for any occasion. 

 Just a Reminder: 
 

Department has Poppies for Sale.  Poppies are $20/100 
plus $8 for shipping and handling per 100 for a total of 

$28/100.  Just send a letter requesting where to send 

them along with the proper amount and they will be sent 
out to you promptly. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

It’s time for Scholarships to be filled out and sent 

in.  All scholarships are located on our Department 

website.  Please refer anyone eligible (school-age or 

wanting to return to school) to our page and they 

can determine which one(s) they are eligible for and 

apply.  Make sure to follow all rules and adhere to 

all deadlines.  If selected, they will only receive 

one, but can apply for all they are eligible for. 

 

When is the last time your C&B was updated?  

Do you know?  Check with Department or the 

C&B Chairman to find out.  Don’t put it off; 

it’s important. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Have you renewed your membership?  You 

matter!  Your membership matters!  If you are 

the Membership Chairman for your Unit, 

make sure you are contacting your members 

and let them know they matter.  Make sure 

you send it in, don’t hold membership.  Note: 

If your membership hasn’t been turned in yet, 

you are not a member in good-standing.  

Make sure it’s turned in and you are letting 

your voice be heard for our Veterans. 

ALA Girls State: 

 

The University of Alabama – 

Tuscaloosa will be hosting ALA Girls 

State from June 9-14th , 2019.  I have 

included a hard copy of the Delegate 

Registration form for your reference; 

but please encourage your Delegates 

to register online at 

www.alabamagirlsstate.org as every 

registration for mailed in hard copy 

has to be entered into the online 

system once it is received.  If you 

have any questions, you may email 

ala.ags.help@gmail.com 

 

http://www.alabamagirlsstate.org/
mailto:ala.ags.help@gmail.com
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 Alabama Girls State 

INTEREST FORM 
 

The 2019 Session of ALA Alabama Girls State is June 9-14 in Tuscaloosa.  

 

 
Name: ______________________________  High School: _________________________ 
 
 
Email Address: _______________________________ GPA (on 4.0 scale): ____________ 
 
 
Parent Name: _______________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Email: _______________________________________ 
 
 
List your top 5 involvements and accomplishments: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please describe in 3-5 sentences why you are interested in attending Alabama Girls State: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
*Please note that this is NOT an application for Alabama Girls State.  

This form merely serves as an indication of your interest.* 
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Key Dates: 
   

 
   

 

 

January 7, 2019 

Office Hours Change  

March 15th 
Scholarship applications for  
National scholarships 
Must be rec’d by Dept no later 
Than 3/15 

April 1st 
Dept Scholarship Applications 
Due to Dept 

 

American Legion Auxiliary 
P O Box 606 
Montgomery, AL. 36101 
 
Phone 

(334) 262-1176 

 
 
E-mail 

ALAux.Sec@legional.org 

Don’t Forget to Let Your 
Voice Be Heard for Our 
Veterans! 

 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 

DEPARTMENT OF ALABAMA 

P O BOX 606 

MONTGOMERY, AL 36101 

 


