LOVE YOUR ENEMIES

(Matthew 5:43-48)
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By Paul Dallgas-Frey

Ly
‘ o unto others
-

as you would have them
"
do unto you.

But what does that mean exactly?

m\

\ NE daya large crowd...

...was following Jesus.

So he Climbed to the top Of a hill SO every one could see him. He
Sat down oh a roCk, and all the people sat down on the grass
arouhd him. Anhd then Jesus began to tell them all about God

(after all, who would kKhow better thah God’s own son!).

What he said was something like this...

“If you were a mom or a dad, ahd ohe of your Children asked you
for something for breakfast, would you give them a shake? Or a
bow| full of spiders? No! You khow better thah that! Anhd you
Kkhow hardly ahything about being a parent.

“Just think then. Your Father in heaven knhows everything about
being a good parent. When you ask him for something, will He give
you something bad? Would He give you a bow| of spiders? NoO way!

He will give you only what is good.

“Don’t you see? You already Khow what is good ahd what is bad.
Go always do for other people what You would like them to do for
you. You Khow that that is good. Be good to others, just like you

wanht them to be good to you. That is what all the laws ih all the

world are really all about.”

Anot/aer time...

... Jesus was teaching his disciples and he said to them, “Now I am
going to tell You something that is hard to do.

“Love your enemies.

“Even if they hate you, and do meah things to you, [ove them
back. If someone pulls your hair, don’t pull theirs back. Do some-
thing hiCe for them inhstead. If someone takes something of yours,
don’t get all mad anhd try to grab it back. Instead, let them have it,
and be happy for them, just like you would be happy if they let you
have something of theirs.

“That’s hard! But believe me, if everyone did this, it would Change
the world!

“Do for others just what You waht them to do for you. If you
really do that, You may just find that your enemy will become your
friend.”

You’ll fihd these two stories in your Bible. The first is from
Matthew 7:9-12, ahd the second is in [Luke 6:27-31. You Cah |00k
them up ahd read them there yourself.
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