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A Tide of Eloquence 
 
Afterwards, Mr. Mark Twain being enthusiastically called upon, arose, and without 

previous preparation, burst forth in a tide of eloquence so grand, so luminous, so beautiful and so 
resplendent with the gorgeous fires of genius, that the audience were spellbound by the magic of 
his words, and gazed in silent wonder in each other's faces as men who felt that they were 
listening to one gifted with inspiration [Applause.] The proceedings did not end here, but at this 
point we deemed it best to stop reporting and go to dissipating, as the dread solitude of our 
position as a sober, rational Christian, in the midst of the driveling and besotted multitude around 
us, had begun to shroud our spirits with a solemn sadness tinged with fear. At ten o'clock the 
curtain fell. 
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