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LWVE CELEBRATES WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
— by Betty Hayford
March is Women’s History Month and March 8 is International
Women’s Day (IWD). LWVE will celebrate them both with our own
lunch program and participation in a series of events sponsored by
other Evanston groups.
Lori Osborne, Director of the Francis Willard House Museum, will
speak at a luncheon on Tuesday, March 26 at Three Crowns Park,
Evanston. She will discuss the history and future plans for the Francis
Willard House and the celebration of 100 years of women’s suffrage.
Lori also serves as Historian for the Evanston History Center and
Director of the Women’s History Project. See calendar on page 7
for details.
Lori has also been instrumental in coordinating plans for many
complementary activities, including the following:
•
Evanston/Northshore YWCA will present a film reflecting IWD
concerns on the evening of Thursday, March 7, 6:30 PM.
“On Her Shoulders,” the story of human rights activist Nadia
Murad, will be screened at Wilmette Theater, 1122 Central
Street, Wilmette, preceded by a reception at the YWCA Shop
for Good Thrift Shop,1107 Central Street, (across the street
from the theater)
• Women’s History Project will sponsor a networking breakfast
the morning of Friday, March 8, 9:00 AM at Evanston
History Center, Dawes House, 225 Greenwood Street,
Evanston. On Tuesday, March 19, 6:30 PM, the Project will

•

•

show a film celebrating the life of Evanston Mayor Lorraine
Morton followed by a panel discussion both at Evanston
History Center.
The combined Leagues of Women Voters on the Northshore
will hold a lunch featuring Tamar Manasseh of MASK (Mothers
Against Senseless Killings), Saturday, March 9, 11:00 AM to
1:00 PM, Wilmette Golf Club, 3900 Fairway Drive, Wilmette
(near the intersection of East Lake Avenue and Harms Road)
See calendar on page 7 for details.
Francis Willard House Museum has organized a program
analyzing the historic conflict between Francis Willard and Ida
B. Wells to be held on the evening of Thursday, March 14,
6:00 PM, Harris Hall, Northwestern University, 1881 Sheridan
Road, Evanston.

KEEPING IT LOCAL: How Reporters and Readers
Can Navigate the Changing Media Landscape
— by Jennifer O’Neil
In many communities
the daily or weekly local
newspaper delivered to your
door is only a memory. And there is growing
evidence that the loss of local media “watchdogs” has a negative
impact on government accountability and civic engagement. Here
in Evanston, we are fortunate to have several news outlets that
cover local issues and events. But can they (to paraphrase the New
York Times slogan) cover “all the news that’s fit to print.” How do
they decide who and what to cover? How do financial and staffing

constraints impact coverage? What can readers do to support a
vibrant local news media?
We will explore these issues with local journalists at a community
forum on Wednesday, April 3, at the Evanston Public Library. The
discussion gets underway at 6:00 PM and features:
Mary Helt Gavin, Publisher and Manager, Evanston RoundTable
Alan Perez, Editor in Chief, The Daily Northwestern (invited)
Bill Smith, Publisher, Evanston Now
Helen Gagel, Moderator, NSV and LWV
Join us for a behind-the-scenes look at local news coverage.
The evening will include Q&A with the audience.

CO-PRESIDENTS’ LETTER

League of Women Voters®
of Evanston

Dear Colleagues,
If you’re starting to feel that you’ve had enough of the
long winter, this issue of the Intercom brings the promise
of new League activities to help usher in the spring. With
elections for local school boards and Oakton Community
College Board of Trustees quickly approaching, our Voter
Services team is focused, yet again, on informing voters
about the candidates. A variety of informational programs
are listed in the calendar of upcoming events on page 7.
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And, preparations for the next League year are
beginning: the nominating process is underway; local
program planning is coming soon; and, our annual
meeting is set for May 23. As always, there are many ways for members to participate
in the activities — jump in!
In League,

Casey &Julianne

casey208@comcast.net
julianne.dieterich@gmail.com

SETTING OUR DIRECTION FOR NEXT YEAR:
Annual Program Planning Meeting
— by Candice Dalrymple
Since it was founded in 1920, the League of Women Voters has been urging citizens
— beginning with women — to assume leadership roles on important issues. In pursuit
of that goal, the national, state and local Leagues work to identify those current issues
determined to be most important and then decide the ways in which to address them.
A League’s action plan might include: information-gathering; working in conjunction
with a governmental body; e-mail or lobbying campaign; public education program;
and, even a thorough, labor- and time-intensive study. The set of issues that a League
chooses to address and the ways in which it plans to address them is referred to as
that league’s program. Local Leagues develop a new program each year, while State
Leagues and the National League develop programs every two years.
At this year’s LWVE Program Planning Meeting members will learn about the impact
of last year’s Local Program, review our positions on issues, consider options for next
year and voice preferences for issues on which LWVE should focus. Leagues can, and
often do, continue program issues from one year to the next. The program adopted
for 2018-2019 can be viewed on the LWVE website: www.lwve.org. We hope you will
join us to help set our direction for the 2019-2020 year!
Thursday, March 14, 6:30 PM
Birch Burghardt’s residence, 1575 Ashland Avenue, Evanston
RSVP by Monday, March 11, 847-859-7883 or LWVEvanston@gmail.com
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MISSION STATEMENT
The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,

A WARM WELCOME TO MEMBERS!
NEW MEMBERS
Lisa Altenbernd
Phyllis Goldblatt
Eric Jacobson
Erin Meyer
Lorie Rowley
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RETURNING MEMBERS
Kathleen Gillespie
Emily Guthrie
Beverly Rose

encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues,
and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.
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ALL-MEMBER MEETING CALLED TO CONSIDER CITY CLERK REPORT
— by Betty Hayford
LWVE members are encouraged to attend a meeting
to review, discuss and consider next steps for a report
submitted from the committee that examines the office of
City Clerk of Evanston. This committee has been meeting
since fall 2017, following approval, at the May Annual
Meeting, of a review to examine the office, compare it
with how the role is handled in other communities and
investigate whether the office should continue to be elected or
should be integrated into city government. The meeting will be
Monday, February 25 at 7:00 PM at Three Crowns Park. Wine,
coffee and light refreshments will be served.
The committee began by reviewing state and local ordinances
outlining the responsibilities of the office and interviewed clerks in
ten other communities. It found wide variation in how communities
structured the office, including part-time and full-time clerks, elected
and appointed clerks, and portfolios including fewer tasks and
additional tasks. Current and past elected officials in Evanston noted
the evolving nature of the position and its administrative, rather
than policy, character. Conversations with the current clerk reflected
his personal goals for the office, particularly to increase citizen
participation in Evanston government. The committee noted that
recent clerks have focused on different duties and there is no formal
framework for training a new clerk. The historic need for a clerk to
maintain and make available official records of the city government
is now balanced by technology and easy access of minutes, budgets
and city documents online and in digital archives.

The committee concluded that the clerk’s office in
Evanston, and elsewhere, is primarily administrative and
is not policy-oriented. It considered how a clerk can best
work with other sectors of city government and whether it
should provide checks and balances to an elected mayor
and council.
It will be important for the League to take a leadership
role in Evanston’s next consolidated election to improve
awareness of the responsibilities of the city clerk. The League may
also want to consider appropriate training and qualifications for the
position and how to encourage experienced candidates to run. One
alderman has proposed a referendum to change the office of clerk
from elected to appointed office. If such a referendum takes place,
the League will want to disseminate information to voters on the
implications of an appointed vs. elected clerk.
The committee is looking forward to discussing its findings with
League members. The committee made a strong effort to focus on
the office itself and not on the actions of the current or past clerks.
The report will be distributed at the meeting and members of
the committee will explain the process and aspects of the office of
city clerk.
This review was guided by the expectation that an informed electorate
is an important part of the governing process, and an awareness that
many voters have not been well informed about the office of the clerk.
We look forward to meeting with members to explore the report and
consider how our research can be distributed more widely.

REFLECTING ON A “SEA OF CHANGE”
— by Betty Hayford

“play.” Outside of Washington, Democrats made significant gains in
governors’ offices and state legislatures.

Jim Kenney, Executive Director
of Common Ground and a
voracious analyst of political
trends, told LWVE members on
January 14 that the recent midterm elections ushered in a “sea
of change.”
He believes the new Democratic
majority in the House of
Representatives will be able to
articulate a positive program
and conduct oversight hearings
concerning administration
policies and personnel. The substantial increase in Democratic seats
grew out of a positive message that can be further honed in the
presidential campaign — Democrats will expand access to health
care and good jobs. He noted that Republicans gained two seats
in the Senate where significantly more Democratic seats were in

Kenney predicts many Democrats will run for president in 2020 and
provided thumbnail sketches of some of them. He foresees a diffuse
primary campaign that will allow Democrats to hone their message,
while Donald Trump’s inability to reduce his unfavorable ratings will
weigh heavy on Republicans. He also predicts that Democrats will
gain visibility with their Green New Deal — putting Americans to
work in an economy that will construct climate adapting infrastructure
and protect the planet.
Kenney presented many stimulating insights including his belief that
the Mueller Report could not be suppressed as it is too important
to put aside. He closed by highlighting the positive trends
he now sees taking place: evolutions in ideas
moving closer to reality; shifts away
from racism and patriarchy; more
peaceful resolutions of conflicts;
and, movements towards justice and
environmental protection.
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AREA SCHOOL BOARD RACES IN THE NEWS
— by Jennifer O’Neil
Evanston League Voter Services will once again partner
with the PTA Council and Parents Engaged to conduct
a forum for District 202 School Board candidates on
March 20. Four candidates are running in the April
2, 2019 Consolidated Election for three seats — all
four-year terms. The candidates are Staney Palmer,
Monique Parsons, Elizabeth Rolewicz, and Stephanie Teterycz. Watch
the League website, www.lwve.org, for the specific time and location.
The LWVE is also working to ensure that citizens are informed about
their choices for Oakton Community College (District 535) Board of
Trustees race. Thirteen candidates are running in the Consolidated
Election for three seats — all six-year terms. The candidates are: Theresa
Bashiri-Remetio, Robert A. Boron, Gail Bush, Allan H. Cohen, Alexandra
Eidenberg, Kyle Frank, Richard A. Geline, Michele Hays, R. Razz Jenkins,
Havee Makedon, Marie Lynn Toussaint, Cynthia E. Veremis and Wendy
B. Yanow.
On Thursday, February 28, there will be a forum for Skokie District 73½
School Board at Elizabeth Meyer School, 8100 Tripp Avenue, Skokie.
Hear from the candidates, ask questions and meet them in person at this
event hosted by McMea, moderated by the League.
The Evanston League will solicit responses to questions posed to the
candidates and post them to our website at www.lwve.org. In addition,
there will be a candidate forum sponsored by Oakton’s Full-time Faculty
Association (OCCFA) the week of March 11 on the Des Plaines campus.
Watch our website for date, time and room information.
IMPORTANT DATES:

Early Voting: March 18 through April 1
Consolidated Election: April 2

FACTS ABOUT OAKTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE:
•
Mission: Oakton is the community’s college. By providing access to
quality education throughout a lifetime, we empower and transform
our students in the diverse communities we serve.
•
There are two campuses: Des Plaines Campus, 1600 East Golf
Road and Skokie Campus 7701 North Lincoln Avenue. These two
campuses serve 16 communities including Evanston, Des Plaines,
Glenview, Golf, Morton Grove, Niles, Park Ridge, Rosemont,
Glencoe, Kenilworth, Northbrook, Northfield, Wilmette, Winnetka,
Lincolnwood and Skokie.
•
With more than 2,500 course
offerings each term, Oakton
Community College offers a wealth
of educational options from degree
programs to noncredit career
enhancement and personal enrichment courses. Students can earn
an associate degree or a certificate from 80 areas of study, ranging
from careers in health care, science and technology to business and
liberal arts. Classes are offered in continuing education, training
and workforce development as well as emeritus classes for older
adults. Oakton also offers options for completing a GED or learning
English as a second language.
•
President Joianne Smith, Ph.D., provides the vision for Oakton
Community College. An eight-member Board of Trustees supports
her leadership.
•
Current Trustees are: Joan W. DiLeonardi, Chair, Benjamin
Salzberg, Vice Chair, Martha Burns, Secretary, Kyle Frank, Paul
Kotowski, William Stafford, Ann E. Tennes, and John Timperley,
Student Trustee.

MWRD APPROVES EASEMENT AT CANAL SHORES
— by Betty Hayford
The easement was opposed by Evanston and Wilmette
Leagues, Wilmette Park District, City of Evanston
and numerous environmental groups: Friends of the
Chicago River, Citizens’ Greener Evanston, Chicago
Audubon Society and Sierra Club Illinois. The Cook
County League urged the MWRD to focus on the public
interest. Cook County Commissioner, Larry Suffredin,
expressed disappointment that the easement had been
granted and asserted that the County Board would
have to provide environmental protections to any
construction related to the easement.

In November 2018, the Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District (MWRD) Board, in a 5-4 vote, approved an
easement for an access road to be built across the
10th hole in the Wilmette section of the Canal Shores
Golf Course. The easement cuts through the golf
course from Maple Avenue in Wilmette to Joseph
Keefe’s private property near Isabella Woods. The
road was requested by the Cook County Department
of Transportation at the behest of Keefe’s company
allowing it to build houses on his land-locked parcel
adjacent to the golf course.
What is the MWRD? And, why are we concerned about this
portion of a golf course?
The MWRD manages storm water throughout Cook County by
maintaining tunnels, reservoirs and open lands that hold and control
water runoff. The land in question is adjacent to the North Shore
Canal and leased to the Wilmette Park District. The Park District has
subleased it to the Canal Shores Golf Course, a public course widely
used by Evanston and Wilmette residents. In recent years, Canal
Shores has been working hard to restore the land adjacent to the
course to its native condition including enhancing the wetlands. The
parcel includes valuable trees, wetlands and animal habitats.
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The Cook County League is concerned about the process of granting
the easement — giving up public land to a private developer —
and how the County Board will oversee the construction of an
access road. It will urge the County Board to ensure transparency
in all discussions of the road, evaluations of the public and private
benefits and estimates of costs to taxpayers. LWVE is collaborating
with Cook County and Wilmette Leagues gathering information
about these discussions. While some readers may feel this is a small
parcel of land and a small part of MWRD’s responsibilities, this issue
will provide insights into how government works, how it balances
public and private interests and how it responds when citizens
express their views.
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IT’S A WRAP! LOCAL BOOKSTORES HOST LWVE’S ANNUAL EVENT
— by Eileen Lowery
Here’s a big shout out to the LWVE
volunteers who gave their time and
talents to our annual holiday bookwrapping at our local bookstores.
In the waning December shopping
days, we had the opportunity to visit
with and make new LWVE friends
while wrapping approximately 70
packages!
The customers at Bookends
& Beginnings and Barnes &
Noble were delighted and store
representatives expressed great
appreciation. Signs on our tables
and announcements by store staff
helped raise community awareness
of our League. Additionally, we
collected over $155 in donations in
our tip jar. Thanks to the 2018 LWVE
wrappers: Anita Gewurz, Birch
Burghardt, Claire Regan, Georgia
Vlahos, Inez Jacobson, Judy Elsass,
Kay Shannon, Margie Rogasner,
Mary Keefe Kelly, Pat Aaron and
Susan Schaffrath.

Georgia Vlahos and Anita Gewarz

Pat Aaron, Margie Rogasner and Kay Shannon

Susan Schaffrath and Inez Jacobson

Claire Regan and Birch Burghardt

Mary Keefe Kelly and Judy Elsass
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LOOKING FOR LEAGUE LEADERS

JONES TALKS ECF’S GOALS

We are trapped in the polar vortex. But spring will come as it always
does and with it the LWV Evanston Annual Meeting at which we will
elect our leadership team for the coming year. The 2019 meeting is
set for Thursday, May 23. Over the coming months the nominating
committee will be identifying and vetting candidates for officers
and directors. We are asking all members to consider board service.
Perhaps you are ready to step into a leadership position. Or, perhaps
you want to suggest another member who merits consideration. In
both cases, we want to hear from you!

On Wednesday,
November 14, 2018
the League was
delighted to have
Monique Jones,
President and CEO
of the Evanston
Community
Foundation (ECF),
as our luncheon
speaker. Ms. Jones
spoke briefly about the important work of the Foundation, describing
its three major areas: grants to community organizations; Leadership
Evanston training program for potential civic leaders; and, workshops for
non-profit leaders.

What’s involved in board service? The current board has come
up with an easy answer to that question: a brand-new Board and
Committee Handbook that describes the roles and responsibilities
of LWVE officers, directors and committee chairs. You can access the
handbook on our website: bit.ly/2BtC7un
Beyond a specific office or committee post, board service is a great
way to get better acquainted with the League and its members.
And, there is the satisfaction of being involved with an organization
that fosters meaningful civic engagement. If you want to explore
the opportunities for board service, and/or suggest a member who
should be considered, please contact one of us listed below.

In addition, Ms. Jones described ECF’s work with the Great Lakes One
Water Partnership of four shoreline communities in Illinois and Northwest
Indiana dealing with water infrastructure challenges as part of a broader
effort around the Great Lakes. The biggest challenges: flat topography
making it hard to control water flow; outdated infrastructure; and,
institutional road blocks considering the number of communities that
must be engaged for the program to work.

2019 NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Helen Gagel, Chair

hcgagel@comcast.net

847-275-0326

Casey Christensen

casey208@comcast.net

847-204-4688

Mary Keefe Kelly

kelly96@rcn.com

847-323-4505

Ms. Jones emphasized that ECF will work to educate our community on
the importance of maintaining clean water through updated infrastructure
and the elimination of contaminates, many of which travel by storm water
runoff. (Pictured L-R: Julianne Dieterich, Monique Jones & Casey Christensen)

LWVCC OVERSEES ELECTIONS AND KEY COUNTY FUNCTIONS
— by Betty Hayford
During the fall, the League of Women Voters
of Cook County (LWVCC) kept watch on
county elections that brought many changes.
Seven new commissioners joined the 17member Cook County Board, including three
new women and two fewer Republicans on the
strongly Democratic Board. Toni Preckwinkle
was re-elected Board President, and longserving County Clerk David Orr was replaced
by Karen Yarborough, former Recorder of
Deeds. Fritz Kaegi (pictured) easily won election as County Assessor
after a hard-fought primary battle against incumbent Joseph Berrios.
As in previous years, LWVCC worked with WTTW to produce
a Video Voters Guide for all Cook County commissioner and
office candidates, including the candidates for three seats on the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Board. The videos on the
WTTW website received over 115,000 hits and over 40,000 views.
Before the new commissioners were sworn in at the beginning of
December, the incumbent board passed a $5.9 billion budget for FY
2019. The process went more smoothly than the previous year, with
no major revenue increase presented. League observers attended
the budget hearings in which elected officials and department
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heads defended proposed expenditures and
departmental operations. Once again, the
League sent a letter to Commissioner John
P. Daley, Chair of the Finance Committee,
providing commentary on the proceedings
and suggestions for better transparency and
accountability.
LWVCC Interest Groups continue their
attention to the two most costly County
activities: Criminal Justice and Cook County
Health. The Criminal Justice group is
preparing an update of its 2015 Report on Pre-trial Services, and
continuing to learn about and advocate for a fairer system that keeps
people out of jail through reduction or elimination of cash bail and
diversion programs offering alternatives to jail. Cook County Health
continues efforts to improve services and client satisfaction, while it
maintains fiscal stability through expanded Medicaid participation
and operation of its managed care operation.
All LWVE members are also members of the Cook County League
and are encouraged to get involved. A good way to start is to attend
the Annual Meeting on Monday, May 13. The new Assessor, Fritz
Kaegi, will be the speaker. For more information, look at the league
web site www.lwvcookcounty.org or contact Betty Hayford at
ehayford@gmail.com.
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UPCOMING EVENTS & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 7:00 PM ~ LWVE CITY CLERK REPORT
Members are invited to a presentation of the results of LWVE’s examination of the role of
the City Clerk in Evanston compared with other communities. Free. RSVP to LWVE office
by February 21. Three Crowns Park, 2323 McDaniel Ave, Evanston. See article on page 3.
SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 9:30 AM – 4:00 PM ~ LWVIL ISSUES BRIEFING
Details: www.lwvil.org University Center, 525 S. State Street, Chicago
SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 11:30 AM – 1:30 PM ~ WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH LUNCHEON
Tamar Mannaseh, founder of MASK (Mothers/Men Against Senseless Killing) is keynote
speaker at the annual luncheon co-sponsored by LWV of Evanston, Glenview/Glencoe,
Wilmette and Winnetka-Northfield-Kenilworth. Registration TBA.
Wilmette Golf Club, 3900 Fairway Drive, Wilmette (near the intersection of East Lake
Avenue and Harms Road) See article on page 1.
THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 6:30 PM ~ LWVE ANNUAL PROGRAM PLANNING MEETING
Join fellow League members for a discussion to determine our local program areas of
focus for 2019-2020 to be approved at the LWVE Annual Meeting in May. RSVP to LWVE
office by March 11. Home of Birch Burghardt, 1575 Ashland Ave, Evanston.
See article on page 2.

CONNECT. SHARE.
LEARN. ACCESS.
CELEBRATING 5 YEARS

of making connections among
older adults who cherish
their independence.
Services, Support & Sociability
to help you age well.

847-721-1413
NorthShore-Village.org
YOUR HOME | YOUR CHOICE

MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance

TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 11:45 AM ~ LWVE LUNCHEON ON WOMEN’S HISTORY
Lori Osborne, Evanston History Center, will present in honor of Women’s History Month.
Fee $20. RSVP to LWVE office by March 22. Three Crowns Park, 2323 McDaniel Ave, Evanston
See article on page 1.

Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3, 6:00 PM ~ KEEPING IT LOCAL: How Reporters and
Readers Can Navigate the Changing Media Landscape
A behind-the-scenes look at local news coverage with panelists: Mary Helt Gavin,
Publisher & Manager, Evanston RoundTable; Alan Perez, Editor-in-Chief, Daily
Northwestern; Bill Smith, Publisher, Evanston Now; and, Moderator Helen Gagel, LWVE.
The evening will include Q & A with the audience. Register at epl.org
Evanston Public Library, 1703 Orrington Ave, Evanston. See article on page 1.
FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 7:00 PM ~ LWVE EVENING EVENT
“THE EFFECT OF GUN VIOLENCE ON CHILDREN”
Speaker: Rebecca Levin, Executive Director, Strengthening Chicago’s Youth
Registration TBA. Evanston Public Library, Community Room, 1703 Orrington Ave, Evanston
MONDAY, MAY 13, 9:30 AM – 1:00 PM ~ LWV COOK COUNTY ANNUAL MEETING
There will be a business meeting in the morning followed by luncheon featuring newly
elected Cook County Assessor Fritz Kaegi. Details and registration: lwvcookcounty.org
University Center, 525 South State Street, Chicago
THURSDAY, MAY 23, 5:30 PM ~ LWVE ANNUAL MEETING
Dinner and business meeting, followed by Rosemary Heileman (LWV Deerfield) and
Karen Glennemeir (LWV Glenview) discussing the latest developments and what’s ahead
in LWV’s push for electoral college reform. Watch for additional details.
Three Crowns Park, 2323 McDaniel Ave, Evanston
Unless otherwise indicated, please RSVP for events to LWVEvanston@gmail.com or
847.859.7883. Updates at www.lwve.org click on Calendar.

HELP EVANSTON
LEAGUE CONSERVE
RESOURCES

If you would prefer to receive the
INTERCOM only on the internet, as a
link to our LWVE website, please email
LWVEPresident@gmail.com or call
the League office at 847-859-7883 and
leave a message telling us to stop sending
you a printed copy. It will help us be more
eco-friendly and reduce printing and
mailing costs!
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