I still remember the first Presbytery Meeting 


we had in our new denomination.  

The planning group had spent so much time discussing how we wanted to meet 


and prayerfully deliberate things, 



that it was on the forefront of our minds at first.  


We were intentional, 



because we were trying to set a new precedent 




of how we would operate as we moved into life together.  

We are 10 years into the experiment 


and many of those things remain.  



When we vote on something major, 




we have someone pray before and after the vote still.  



Meetings are much shorter still.  



Fellowship and learning are still high on our priority list, 




we just need to meet in person again.

Luke is telling of a similar formation 


as the church is taking shape.  

As he does so, 


he is hitting on a point 



that was at the root of our concern as Presbytery Leaders, 




but we did not verbalize to each other.  


Partly, 



because to do so 




would be putting more weight on our shoulders 





than any of us were ready to bear.  

The body that is here called “New Life” 


by the messenger of God, 

the way by others, 

and finally in chapter 11 will be called Christians, 


is actually stepping into the role of being the temple of God.  



The place where God dwells on earth.  



Where God lives, 




God does things God's ways.

This is why our transitional summary passage again recites what the church did.  


All were of one heart and mind, 


they shared what they had, 


and testified to the resurrection of Lord Jesus.  

This is not just saying that they were community minded.  


It is going much deeper.  

It is the beginning of the Jubilee.  


In Deuteronomy 12-15, 



Moses tells the people how they should live 



and tells of how in that 7th year, 




“there should be no poor among you, 





for in the land the Lord your God is giving you 






to possess as your inheritance, 





he will richly bless you.”  


Isaiah 61 picks up on this idea as we read last week 



and includes the lame leaping like deer, 



the blind seeing, 



and more.  

God's Kingdom is coming into being here on earth.  


As the people live as he has called them to live since Moses, 



they are finally seeing the full blessings come about.  


The reason why we also hear of Peter's shadow 



leading to healings and more 




as the chapter progresses.

This is what God intended all along. 


For us to be the stewards of his glory for all the earth to see.  

That was the underlying idea behind Solomon building this glorious temple to God.  


So that all the world would see what kind of God we served.  

Between the temple, 

the promised land, 

and Holy Scripture, 


the Israelites had all they needed 



to present to the world the Good News of God.  


There is much to be celebrated.

We hear again this week from Peter,


 that the leaders of Israel were not using the temple, 


the promised land, 


nor Holy Scripture as God would want.  

When the fulfillment of scripture came, 


they crucified the Messiah, 


the Christ, 


the Anointed one of God. 

That did not stop God from working, 


instead, 



he is making all of these gifts more readily available to the people.  

The disciples are gathering 


and pronouncing what God has done 



now on the front steps of the temple.  


Even after being arrested for doing so, 



they are doing it even more boldly.  

Before the Book of Acts end, 


we will clearly see that the temple,  


the dwelling place of God 



didn't just leave the temple, 



it entered into every follower of Jesus 




and they became a walking talking temple, 




the place where God's glory dwelled.  

The prestige of the temple is being threatened.  

In the gospel of Luke, 




we have saw how Jesus was reframing 



how they should be hearing scripture 

and we saw evidence of that last week in Psalm 2 and 118.  

With Barnabas' mention today, 


we get the first clue that the land is also about to fall.  


That we really are going to go outside of Jerusalem, 



to Galilee, Samaria, 



and to the ends of the earth.

If these three things fall, 


what is there left to hold onto for the Jewish leaders?  

History shows not much.  

When the temple is destroyed in 70 AD, 


the face of Judaism radically changes.  

God's original plan does not.  


It only expands 


and moves back towards its' original intention.

This does not happen smoothly 

or without its hiccups.  


As I said at the very beginning of Acts, 



it is two steps forward, 



one step back.  
We start with Barnabas, 


from Cyprus, 



selling some of his property 



and laying the money at Peter's feet.  

This is the what the Kingdom of God looks like.  


Not doing it 



because it was required, 


but because he was blessed 



and saw a need he could fulfill.  


He was called “son of encouragement” 


or “son of proclamation.”   

Most translations go with encouragement or comfort.  


But a strong case can be made for proclamation.  

Mainly because Joseph, 


called Barnabas, 



isn't just encouraging people, 


he is taking steps 



to proclaim the reality that he now lives in.  


He is a follower of Jesus 


and a citizen of the Kingdom of God.  



So his actions reflect that reality.  




There should be no brothers or sisters in need.  


If they are, 



he will do what he can to eliminate that need.  

His actions lead to recognition and an example.

Now come Ananias and Sapphira.  


They too see the need 



and sell their property.  

Somewhere in the midst of the transaction, 


they decide to keep some of the money from the sale.  



Maybe it was their original downpayment 



or seed money to do something else with.  

Whatever their justification, 


they present the money at Peter's feet, 



as an offering to God, 



as all of it.  

The fancy  theological word for this is, 


“a lie.”  
The reason that lying is a problem 


as N.T. Wright explains it is, 

“Lying, 


is ultimately, 

a way of declaring that we don't like the world the way it is 


and we will pretend that it is somehow more the way we want it to be.”  

In do so, 


we are proclaiming we do not trust God 


and the way he created the world.  



Which we have all done.  

God's judgement is more severe here, 


because this is the very thing that Jesus came to do, 


that Joseph Barnabas,



in his giving had proclaimed to be true.  

Ananaias and Sapphira undercut the very work of God.  

If we were to do a character profile, 


we would see that they are the reciprocal of Judas Iscariot, 



the disciple who betrayed Jesus.  

Judas betrayed Jesus, 


for a bag of silver, 


bought a field, 


and died in it.  

This couple betrays Jesus' body 


by selling a field, 


brings a bag of silver back to the group, 


and dies with them.  

They both are sinning against the Holy Spirit 


by bringing falsehood and deception 



into the body at the very beginning.  

We know that these things stunt relationships.  


If they are accepted from the very beginning, 



the relationship is bound for destruction.  


God did not want that for his body, 



so brought judgement in sternly 




at the very beginning.

This is not the first time this has happened.  


But for as deceitful as we tend to be, 



it should happen way more than it does in scripture.  

A quick survey would show 


God does this at the beginning 



to be clear about expectations of the community to be holy.  

When the ark of the covenant came to Jerusalem 


and someone touched it, 



they dropped dead.  



It was holy.  

The Holy Temple had restriction 


on who could go where.



If you went where you were not supposed to be,




you would die.  

When Jericho was destroyed, 


Achan takes what was to be God's, 



to be Holy,



 and his family is judged because of it.  

If you are going to destroy what God intends as Holy,


leaving it blemished, 



God will do 



what is in God's power to keep it pure.  

He does this with the young community here as well.

After dealing with rebellion from with in, 


we jump to resistance again from outside of the body of believers.  

This time, the apostles are legitimately arrested.  


The charge, 



“Violation of an order of the Sanhedrin.”  

Their last visit,


 they were ordered not to speak in Jesus' name.  


And they are doing so.  

The High Priests are trying to do damage control 


and in the process falls further behind.  

They gather the Sanhedrin 


to have an official trial this time, 



only to find that those supposed to be in prison 




are out in the courtyard 




doing again what they were commanded not to do.  



Proclaiming the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.

Peter's response 


is not what I would describe as a gentle start up.  

Again, 


accusing them of killing the Messiah.  

The Sanhedrin is infuriated with them 


and is ready to kill them.  

Gamiliel steps in 


and calls for cooler heads to prevail.  

His logic is fairly sound 


and the apostles should be glad Lori Bevill was not there 



to poke the holes in it.  

She highlighted 


that it was only after they killed the leader 



that the movements failed.  


So if this was going to fall apart, 



they need to kill the apostles.  

Peter highlighting Jesus' death at the Sanhedrin's hands 


may have saved his life in yet another way.  

Jesus 


as the leader 



had been killed.  

So now, 


they will either Peter out, 

or it is a thing of God 


and God will not be overcome.

The disciples are whipped and set free.  


They then go back and rejoice!?  

The logic from 1 Peter rings clearly here.  


What is it to suffer for doing wrong.  


But if we suffer for doing what is right, 



for living Holy lives, 




there is much to be celebrated 




and it brings glory to God.  
The reason God gets glory, 


is that his Kingdom, 


God's way of living 



is breaking into the world, that much more.  

People are seeing that living such a life is possible.  


It was this way from the very beginning of the church.  

May we look at our lives 


and see those places that don't bring God glory, 



from small lies 



to at times 




following the earthly government 




instead of the heavenly government.  

May we see those places 


and make changes to better align with the new life 



that God has brought to us as his temple, 



the place where his glory dwells.
