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Special points of
interest:

Presidents Report

 Presidents Report

It has been a great winter so far and the bees that were properly
prepped for winter should do very well. Unfortunately, several new
beekeepers that did not prepare for Varroa eventualities have already lost colonies. I have no idea where beekeepers are told, conclude or assume that bees do not have Varroa the first year, nor
should the beekeeper be concerned. Every year we deal with the
same situation from novice beekeepers, “I did not know” concerning Varroa.
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 Executive Meeting
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Next meeting Dec. 9th we have our Christmas banquet and a white
elephant gift exchange, bring a gift, take a gift. This year we will
also divide up into groups and play a few educational games, not to
worry no one, will be embarrassed this is all in good fun. Prizes will
be awarded to the group with the most correct answers. Prepared
to be entertained!

Inside this issue:

January meeting, we will have a wax processing as well as a cosmetics class, we are still working out the details as to what type cosmetics we will be doing so stay tuned for further details.
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Come join us on Friday, December 9 at 7 pm at First Church
for some fun and games at our Christmas Pot Luck.

Veterans Day
Photos
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Please bring an appetizer, meat, side dish, vegetable or dessert to
share with everyone. LCBA will provide plates, utensils and drinks.
We will once again have a White Elephant Gift Exchange,
if you bring a gift, you get a gift!

December 2016
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The Buzzzz

LCBA Executive Meeting - November 30, 2016
Present: Denzil St. Clair, Sheila St. Clair, John Schick, Richard Sprague, Audrey Gargas, Mike Yuhas,
Bill Vittori
Absent: Gene Gargas
Meeting called to order at 7 pm.

Old Business:
December members meeting will be the Christmas potluck. Denzil St. Clair will provide educational games. Audrey Gargas will pick up table coverings and Bill Vittori will make sure we have
enough paper products, coffee, pop and water.
Beginners Beekeepers classes for 2017 will be held on March 3, 10, 17, 24. First Church does
not have March 31 available due to IHN meeting. Denzil St. Clair would still like to do a 5-week
class so Audrey Gargas will check with First Church to see if we could use April 7 th as our 5th class
date. (Upon typing of minutes, April 7th evening is not available at First Church due to music club
recital along with hosting a youth community event.) Speakers for the classes will include Richard
Sprague, Gene Gargas, Dave Williams and Denzil St. Clair.
2017 Speakers – Denzil St. Clair will confirm the speakers for the upcoming members’ meetings. We are considering having Rich Cristen for the April 14 meeting. Denzil St. Clair was not sure
if we would be able to do a bee dump demonstration due to the availability of bees. He suggested we
ask first year beekeepers to come to the beginners’ classes and share for a few minutes their experiences as a first year beekeeper. Denzil St. Clair will ask at the December members meetings for volunteers, Audrey Gargas suggested we highlight the volunteers in our newsletter. Denzil St. Clair has
confirmed Dave Duncan for our February meeting. Sheila St. Clair will check with Valerie Weiss for
her availability.
Insurance policy - Following is the information Audrey Gargas received from Tim Alheit from
OSBA:
The general liability policy is a must for insurance coverage for the group. It only covers the group
and does not provide individual insurance to the officers of the club. The directors’ coverage will
cover the individual board members if they are named personally in a law suit against the clubs, and
would protect them personally so they do not have to obtain their own representation. This will also
cover any board members who own their own bee businesses or if there is a misappropriation of
funds. This will not cover any political issues. An example would be if you are having an event and
you use a cater related to Joe Smith, who is a member in the club instead of Joe Brown who recommended another caterer, and the other member decided to sue because you did not get quotes from
other vendors, etc....
The costs of a general liability insurance policy are in the range of $400 - $800 The costs of the directors policy can be from $700 - $1400.
If we become an affiliate member of OSBA, we will have general liability insurance and directors’ coverage. The cost of the policies will be: application fee $25; Insurance coverage - base fee of $80
plus $1.25 per member.
We roughly have 140 members now so our total costs with application would be: $25 (application) +
$80 (policy costs) + $175 (members’ costs) or $280 per year.
OSBA will make sure our club is properly registered with the attorney general, secretary of state of
Ohio and make sure we are 501c3 (nonprofit status), which we presently have. They will file all our
paperwork for us (990 filing, renewal of name with state of Ohio and filings with the attorney general.
We will be billed for the attorney general filings based upon our earned income for the year. The
income received would need to be tabulated by the secretary or treasurer of the organization to
include income from membership, raffles, donations, fair sales, etc.... and mailed to OSBA.
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LCBA Executive Meeting - November 30, 2016 (cont'd)
If our income in under $5,000 per year, we would have no income costs to file with the attorney
general, income of $5,001 - $25,000, our fee would be $50; $25,001 to $50,000, our fee is $100; and
over $50,001, the fee is $200.
OSBA will be responsible for keeping up with all of the tax code changes and will have an oversight of
our organization. Their intent of the affiliation is to provide services to our group, open communication and "not be nosy." Tim would like to see the OSBA representative position replaced with a representative from each one of the clubs’ affiliations, which LCBA would nominate someone to attend
these meetings. The representative would report to a director of the affiliations, which would help
the individual organizations voice their opinions and goals. We would also need to change LCBA
bylaws to include our affiliation with OSBA.
Richard Sprague did get a second quote through Nationwide insurance and gave a copy to Audrey
Gargas
Sheila St. Clair contacted Larry Theurer from Greater Cleveland Beekeepers Association regarding
their club coverage. He will send a copy of their policy to Sheila to review to compare to our policy. They do have directors’ insurance and general liability coverage through an agent in Strongsville. Once we receive the policy we will see about getting a quote through this agent to compare to
our present quotes. Thank you Richard Sprague for getting insurance quotes from the different
agents.
Humble Bee – Sheila St. Clair will invite Humble Bee to the January executive meeting so we can
discuss our 2017 fair children’s booth

New Business:
Treasure’s report – Audrey Gargas presented the treasurer’s reports for Gene Gargas. Mike
Yuhas asked about the treasure’s reports being printed in the newsletter since he had received some
injuries from members. Denzil St. Clair referred to the September 29, 2016 executive minutes where
a decision was made not to print the treasurer’s report in the newsletter. The treasurer’s report
will be available at each members meeting for all members to review if they are interested. Denzil St.
Clair will make the announcement at the next members meeting.
Gene Gargas will work on doing a year summary of costs and expenses at the end of this year.
Richard Anderson Donation – Richard Anderson was contacted by a local book club to give a
presentation on bees, due to the monthly book they were reading being related to bees. The club
was interested in knowing bee facts and were kind enough to make a $60 donation to Richard, which
he passed on to LCBA. Thank you Richard.

Open to floor:
Bill Vittori mentioned he would like to see us try to get more kids involved in our group. Discussion
was had in regard to previous attempts through scholarships, 4-H groups, etc and how the projects
end up being the parent’s or mentor’s responsibility. We will look into this more. We do have a lot
of younger parents involved in our group who bring their children to the meetings so maybe this may
be a start.
Mike Yuhas asked that all newsletter information be sent to him by this weekend so he can get the
letter out.
Next executive meeting will be on December 29th at 7 pm at First Church.
Richard Sprague made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 pm. John Schick seconded.
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Richard Anderson received a
generous gift donation for the
club for recently doing a lecture about beekeeping. Good
work!

Committed to educating the public about the value of honeybees and the impact honeybees have on our world.

LORAIN COUNTY
BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION
For Membership Mail to:
LCBA Membership
c/o Gargas
2410 Brook Haven Lane
Hinckley, OH 44233
Newsletter Submissions/
Questions
Email: BuzzzzEditor@gmail.com

Covering and located in Lorain County, Ohio. LCBA was founded in 1919 as a
non-profit organization committed to educating the public about the value of
honeybees and the impact honeybees have on our world. We provide educational appearances upon request for schools and other groups. LCBA encourages
and mentors beginning beekeepers through scholarship programs for students
and adult education.
Monthly Meetings

When: 2nd Friday of the month. Beginning at 7:00 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.
Where: First Church in Oberlin (United Church of Christ)
106 N. Main Street
Oberlin, Ohio 44074

We’re on the Web!
www.loraincountybeekeepers.org

Pictures from Veterans Day LCBA meeting

