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by Nicholas Piotrowski, Associate Pastor of Theological Development
“Let them at least understand the religion
which they oppose before they oppose
it.” This quote has been attributed to Blaise
Pascal, a French mathematician, physicist,
inventor, and believe it or not, a noted
theologian. As a teenager he began to
invent mechanical calculators. He made
significant contributions to mathematics
and physics, working with vacuums and
hydraulics. A computer language is
even named after him. His quote about
thoughtfulness is great advice for us in our day. Think about it my friends! “Let them at least
understand the religion which they oppose before they oppose it.”
Everyone has, what are called, “plausibility structures” in their minds. These are a set of
philosophical (and often experiential) pre-commitments that help people discern what is
likely to be true. So when you hear that little green Martians have taken over the capital, you
think that is unlikely to be true because it doesn’t fit with your preset “plausibility structures.”
You’ve never seen Martians. You doubt they exist. If they do, it’s inconceivable how they
might travel here. Plus, you have other theories as to what is really wrong with congress!
So the “Martian theory” doesn’t fit.
Well, our culture has so shaped our “plausibility structures” that if someone has not been
raised with any Christian influences then the gospel sounds very implausible, unlikely to be
true. Just think of the several ideas necessary just to begin to understand the gospel:
• Existence of God
• Holiness of God
• Human sinfulness
• Accountability for sins
• Basic historical understanding of Jesus’ life
• An understanding of atonement
• The claim that Jesus was raised bodily
• What is faith (alas it is not vacuous wishing, but trust in the specific claims of Christ)
• What is repentance
continued on page 2
• Revelation
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Of course these things can be explained. But if you
have a completely different worldview without any
exposure to at least some of these ideas, it’s a lot to
take in at one time. So much so, that one’s “plausibility
structures” can push someone to hasty conclusions that
not only is the gospel implausible, but outright wrong. In
all, it’s an intellectual barrier to perceiving the rational
veracity of the gospel. The gospel is true. But it doesn’t
look that way to them; it doesn’t jive with major parts of
what they already believe to be true (or at least true-ish).
So they conclude it’s not true. Then, of course, the issue
of whether they will commit to follow Christ can’t even
be broached.
Another problem is that they also interpret the above
concepts inside their preset worldview, and of course
they don’t make sense within that system of thought.
So in the end they may never even understand what
exactly we are trying to say by them. Nor, what it is they
are rejecting.
That is why our Cross Training classes are building
up to start two upcoming courses: Worldview and
Apologetics. Apologetics are a response to specific
reasoned-objections to Christianity. And we should do
that. But Worldview must come first: an investigation
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into why people would have those specific objections.
For example theodicy (the problem of evil/suffering) is
a bigger apologetic issue today than it was a couple
hundred years ago. Why? We should certainly have
good answers to “the problem of evil.” But it is equally
important to understand why is it a bigger issue today?
Do we suffer more today than a couple hundred years
ago? No, in the West we suffer less! So Worldview studies
is an attempt to understand long-standing philosophical
and societal trends that create those intellectual
barriers to the plausibility of the gospel. It is a look at the
questions behind the questions.
Worldview will start on July 9th. I hope you’ll make
plans to join us. In the meantime you can, of course,
jump into our Church History class already running.
Understanding our audience better will help us
communicate more clearly and help people remove
these intellectual barriers and so pave the way to the
plausibility of the gospel. Of course everyone needs (as
Jonathan Edwards put it) “A Divine and Supernatural
Light” to shine into their hearts (Edwards was talking
about Matthew 16:17, but see also 2 Corinthians 4:1–6).
And we pray to that end. Our job is, as Pascal advises
us, to “Let them at least understand…”
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Jesus said, “I AM...”
by Barbara Cross
When Jesus said to them, “I AM he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. John 18:6
Can you picture it? Jesus and his disciples in the moonlight, entering the garden. The glowing light of the torches
and lanterns as the soldiers approached. The rustle of spears, swords and armor as Judas, the betrayer, pointed
the way to make the arrest.
They were looking for Jesus of Nazareth – a title of derision, or so they thought. But when Jesus spoke, the very
words from His mouth, the affirmation of His identity, knocked them off their feet. “I AM…”
The Gospel of John is filled with instances of Jesus declaring “I AM.” It’s a reflection of Moses’ encounter with God
at the burning bush and the answer to the question, “What is His name?” God’s response was, “Say this to the
people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
Jesus didn’t make empty claims. When he said, I AM the Bread of Life, He miraculously produced a meal for five
thousand people. When He said, “I AM the Light of the World” He restored sight to a man born blind. When He
said, “I AM the Resurrection and the Life” He brought Lazarus back from the dead.
Northside Women are beginning a study in the month of May entitled “Finding I AM” by Lysa TerKeurst. Come meet
with us each Friday at 9:30 AM in room C51 – The Children’s Library. Childcare is provided. Books are available
at the study, $15 each. This study has a small amount of homework to complete each week. Please join us as we
learn about our Savior and Lord, the Great I AM.
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Ladies, on May 18, we’re turning metal washers into
works of art. Metal stamps and alcohol inks will be available as well as the metal washers. There is no cost, but
please bring a food item to share, and bring a friend.
We look forward to seeing you on Thursday, May 18 at
6:00 PM.

Northside Kids Events

by Karen White, Children’s Ministry Director
If you are a parent of a child Birth-PreK, please join us
for two outings a month beginning in May. This is a great
way to meet other parents at Northside and to invite
friends who may be looking for a small group or church.
Mark your calendars for May 15th & 31st. May 15th we will
meet at Indianapolis Art Center in Broad Ripple at 9:30
AM for strolling through Artspark with our children. On
May 31st we will meet at the Indianapolis Zoo at 9:30
AM for a great day with our children. Please contact
Karen White at kwhite@northsideindy.org for more information or to sign up to attend.
Northside Kids had a great time at Parents Night Out
in April. We had 27 children and 11 volunteers. Children and adults enjoyed dinner, crafts, outdoor play,
games, and a puppet & magic show thanks to Sam
and Sandy Calhoun and ended the night with balloon
making by Barbara Cross. We look forward to the next
Parents’ Night Out on Friday, June 23.
We are excited to announce that the first Sunday of
every month is Family Sunday. This is a time when children in first grade and up join their families in worship.
Children’s Church is still available every Sunday for children Birth-Kindergarten. Praise Factory does not meet
the first Sunday of the month, but meets every week
following. Please make sure that your child picks up a
Children’s Bulletin on first Sundays in worship.
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VBS KIDS CAMP
Coming July 17-21
9:00 AM to Noon
It’s free!
Kids Age 4 - Grade 5
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Dinner at 6:00 PM
We’re serving Hamburgers & Hot Dogs.
Race at 6:30 PM
Awana end-of-year awards will be given.
Make plans now to join us at our Annual Grand Prix Race! This end-of-year celebration is fun
for everyone in the family.
This year we will have a double-elimination race for everyone to have more track time.
We will also have a special time to give awards to our participants, recognizing all their hard
work during the year.

SCHEDULE
Dinner
Check-In
Inspection
Design Awards
Pre-Race Instructions
Ready, Set, Race!
Awards & Recognitions

Car kits are distributed with weight and size limits included, so have fun with your kids helping
them build their cars. Keep in mind we will have a weigh-in! We will also have a crowd favorite for best-decorated car!
Anyone can win! Please note: No fireworks or pyrotechnics allowed.
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by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer

“Your greatest need can become your greatest blessing when
it turns you to God.” Unfortunately, I don’t know who to give
credit for this quote. You can find many examples in scripture,
where someone came to Jesus for healing, but also received
forgiveness of sin. In the fourth chapter of John, the Samaritan
woman came to the well in the heat of the day to get the water
that she needed. What she thought was her greatest need, water, became her greatest blessing because she met Jesus there,
the Living Water.
At Covenant Foods, in the month of March, we had 109 guests,
which may represent a single person, a couple, or a family. Of
these guests, 23 came to Covenant Foods for the first time. Because you continue to donate, we were able to share 1,033
food items with them. Also, in the weeks around Easter, we gave
each guest an Easter card designed to help them understand
the real meaning of Easter. Any guest without a church home
was invited to our Easter services.
Our neighbors continue to come to us for assistance with what
they see as their need for food. This great need then becomes
their greatest blessing as counselors and every person they
meet in the process turn them toward Jesus. As always, please
continue to pray for the ministry and for whether God would
want to use you to volunteer as well.

Northside Student Ministry
Our church is so blessed with people who step in
and help when a need arises. Such is the case
with our Student Ministry as we face an interim in
leadership. David Manner and his wife, Sylvia, have
graciously agreed to help during this time. In addition to making sure the Sunday morning classes go
on without missing a beat, the Manners are leading the Sunday evening meetings with our youth.
Thank you, Manner family, for your willingness to be
there for our students. In addition, we are blessed to
have Ty Dickerson and Bev Olonoh teaching these
young Northsiders.
Ultimate Youth Camp
Registration has begun for our annual Ultimate
Youth Camp which will take place July 6-10 for
grades 7-12 at Crossings Camp in Cedarmore, Kentucky. This year’s theme, “Outsiders” empasizes that
we as Christians are not of this world, but citizens of
heaven.
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Cost for Ultimate Youth Camp is $265 per student if
paid by July 1st. Be sure to sign up on our website at
www.northsideindy.org/students.html.
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Join us in the Prayer
Room on the 2nd, 4th
and 5th Saturday each
month at 8:00 AM.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff

Support Staff

Pastoral Staff

Karen White
kwhite@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor
John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Men’s Class - D112
Woessner Class - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Members’ Meeting: May 21st

Join us on Sunday evening, May 21st at 5:00 PM in the Christian Life Center
for a pitch-in dinner and Members’ Meeting.
Several new families and individuals have shown an interest in learning
more about our ministry and vision at Northside and have completed the
Membership Matters class. Each of these have met with pastors to discuss
next steps to become a member. At our Members’ Meeting, prospective
new members will be presented to the congregation.

Sunday 9:30 AM

Teacher: Nicholas Piotrowski
meeting in the Assembly Room.

The national meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention will be held in
Phoenix, Arizona this June. During our Members’ Meeting, we will present
those who wish to represent our church as messengers at the meeting and
vote to send them.
Various ministries have presented at previous Members’ Meetings. We
have heard from our two resident international churches (Bangla and Jiayin) and have heard from ministries such as Covenant Foods and Northside
Kids. During our meetings, we have the opportunity to learn more about
how God is at work in our church.

Steinmeier: Sunday evenings
Fishers: Thursday evenings
Young Married: Wednesday evenings
Women (Fishers): Sunday lunch
Ravenswood: Friday evenings

We also have the opportunity to hear regular reports from Stewardship,
Personnel, and the Ministry Placement Team as they keep the infrastructure running like a well-oiled machine.

Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

Please mark your calendar and plan to be at our meeting on May 21st.

