Christ the King
November 20, 2022
9:30 am & 7:00 pm

Zion Lutheran Church, ELCA
530 Sixth Street
International Falls, MN 56649
218-283-9865
Web Site – www.zionluthernintlfalls.org
Church Email – zionlutheranifalls@gmail.com

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and our neighbors.
We have ignored voices
that call for your justice.
We have neglected actions
that witness to your righteousness.
We have spoken and acted
in ways that disrupt your beloved community.
We truly repent of things we have done
and left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Restore our troubled spirits,
so that we may live in newness,
follow the way of the Spirit,
and build up the body of Christ.
Amen.
Rejoice and be glad!
God hears the prayers of all who cry out,
and restores us to life through the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG – Crown Him with Many Crowns

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy.
We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us,
reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
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CHANCEL CHOIR
FIRST READING – Jeremiah 23:1-6
1

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says
the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and
you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says
the LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have
driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I
will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any
longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.
5

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by
which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE READING – Colossians 1:11-20
11

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved
Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church;
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL – Luke 23:33-43
Glory to you, O Lord.
33

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for
they do not know what they are doing.”⟧ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him,
coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
39

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS SING
SERMON

Joe Belanger
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HYMN OF THE DAY – Beautiful Savior
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CREED
Along with the church, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.
We pray for your church. Embolden denominations and faith-based organizations in creative
and collaborative ministries and increase our work for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your
mercy, Refrain
We pray for the nations of the world. Instill in every leader’s heart a desire for justice and
peace. Support the work of international collaborations that seek the goals of health and joy
for all people. Lord, in your mercy, Refrain
We pray for all who are undermined or oppressed. Amplify the voices of the unheard and
break open stubborn systems of injustice. Bring about your righteousness and fill us all with
your redeeming light. Lord, in your mercy, Refrain
We pray for this assembly. Give this congregation a spirit of discipleship and service. Lord, in
your mercy, Refrain
We give thanks for all who have died in the faith. Console us who mourn and comfort us with
the beautiful promise of life in your kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, Refrain
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Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

PEACE – The peace of Christ be with you always.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY SONG – Create in Me a Clean Heart
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And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all that you
have created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to those who
hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints.
DISTRIBUTION
Holy Communion, the Lord's Supper, is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, given with
bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink. All Christians who desire to
share in Christ's body and blood, given and shed for the forgiveness of sins, are welcome to
receive the Sacrament. We ask that you come forward under the direction of the ushers. White
grape juice and gluten free wafers are available for those who wish them.
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COMMUNION MEDITATION HYMN – In the Singing

EUCHARISTIC BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, most gracious God,
that you have fed us with the bread of heaven
and given us a foretaste of Paradise.
Enliven us to be your body in the world
and to serve those who are in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
SENDING SONG – Soon and Very Soon

DISMISSAL – Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.

Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #23232. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns used by permission. One License #612826.
CCLI # 247316S.
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Worship Leaders Today
Preacher
Liturgist
Readers
Ushers
Communion Steward
Communion Helper
Musician

Joe Belanger
Cathy Lucca
Kris Foss and Morgan Schoewe
Gordy Lindgren and Marty Schoewe
Jay Hokenson
Bo Baron
Joe Belanger

Our Radio Broadcast – Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored by John and Jan Strain in
memory of Gust and Anna Stavseth & Gustav and Marian Stavseth. There are opportunities to
sponsor radio broadcasts December 4 and January 1 Please contact the church or use the
signup sheet by the office if you can help with this vital outreach to our community.
Prayer Concerns – Woody Nelson, Mel Kittelson, Dennis Braford, Heidi Drees, Ruth Melbo,
Ron Epley, Jim Stavseth, and Kathleen Ganter.
Yule Log making today in the dining room following the morning worship service. All are
welcome to stay and make a Yule/Advent log. Thank you, Mike Romslo, for providing the
prepared logs and greens.
Zion Chimes rehearsals are Wednesdays at 5:30 pm. If you are interested in participating,
please contact Donna Barg.
Facebook – Please email content you wish to be posted on our Facebook page to
facebook.zionlutheran@gmail.com.
Our radio broadcast and live streaming will continue at Zion. Sunday’s service will be shown
on KCC-TV Sunday evenings at 7:30 pm and 11:30 pm; Monday mornings at 5:30 am and 9:00
am. This is our local access station – Midco Channel 7.
Zion’s office hours – The office at Zion is open Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am until 12:00 noon,
and by appointment.
Please remember to inform the church office if you have a change of mailing address,
temporary or permanent.
Confirmation Classes are Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. Please contact the church, Heidi
Thompson, or Joe Belanger with questions.
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Worship practices – Throughout our worship service, the congregation is asked to stand;
other times to be seated. If it’s difficult to stand or to stand for extended periods of time,
please remain seated.
Communion at home – Even though we have resumed in-person worship at Zion, our radio
broadcast and live streaming continues. Participating in the sacrament of Holy Communion is
encouraged, even if you are worshiping virtually. Communion kits are still available at the
church, or you may use elements at home (wine/grape juice, bread).
November 13, 2022
Attendance
7:00 pm – 14

9:30 am – 37

Sunday School – n/a

Please note: Our offerings (needed/actual) will be published monthly going forward
beginning with the December 4 bulletin. Thank you.
Thank you, Garner Wiley for creating the slides for the electronic announcements display in
the concourse.
Supplies needed at the Church
Facial Tissue (any brand)
Bathroom Tissue (any brand)
Toilet bowl cleaner (with bleach)
Hand sanitizer (pump bottles)
Window cleaner (Windex preferably)
Paper towels (any brand)
Thank you!

Thank you!

Thank you!

Thank you!

Thank you!

Pastor Mark’s contact info – Email: pastormarkzion@gmail.com

Thank you!

Phone: 651-247-9155

2022 Executive Committee – For questions/concerns, you may contact them:
Carol Schumacher, President
Shawn Kelly, Vice President
June Wilson, Secretary
Doug Anderson, Treasurer

218-244-7252
218-324-2275
218-240-4831
218-324-3098
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cgschumacher@gmail.com
shawnyk70@gmail.com
laskiainenjw@gmail.com
Willardlake@gmail.com

Looking Ahead
Monday/Tuesday – November 21/22
Piecemakers: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Wednesday, November 23
No Zion Chimes
No Confirmation
Thursday, November 24
Office closed for Thanksgiving
Sunday, November 27
Advent/Christmas decorating at 10:30 am.
NO Sunday School
Wednesday, November 30
Zion Chimes: 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm
Confirmation: 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Sunday, December 4
Reception for Pastor Mark Peters: 10:30 am following the morning worship
service.
Sunday, December 18
Sunday School Christmas program during morning worship
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Sunday, December 4
On November 1, Pastor Mark submitted his resignation
as Pastor of Zion Lutheran Church.
He has accepted a call to serve the congregations of St. John
Lutheran Church in Boscobel, Wisconsin and 11 miles away at St. Peter
Lutheran Church in Fennimore, Wisconsin. Pastor Mark also manages
a family farm with his brother, which is approximately an hour’s
distance from the churches.
He also has family in the Madison, Wisconsin area.
His last Sunday at Zion preaching and presiding will be December 4.
He will be leading both the morning and evening services that day.
Please join us for worship at 9:30 am followed by a time a food and
fellowship in the dining room. Our church council and ZLCW will be
hosting a meal for Pastor Mark’s last Sunday at Zion.
All are welcome!
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GOSPEL MESSAGE – The Cross as Hinge
We end the church year in an unconventional fashion: at the cross. Today’s gospel seems a
strange capstone to the liturgical calendar, and that is intentional. This is because Christ the
King Sunday is not a capstone at all, but rather a hinge that opens into the new year. We end
at the cross because that is where we see most fully the great, culminating example of where
God is willing to go to show love for humanity. We end at the cross because in the crucifixion
we see Christ’s enthronement as the one that nothing, not even death, can destroy.
Christ’s kingship lies not in his exultation in glory but in his being raised upon the instrument
of death from which God causes life to spring. The cross of Christ is the tree of life. But this
life is hidden in what appears to be anything but life. Christ is not king because he conquers
all in self-preserving might and force but because he conquers all in self-giving grace, and in
doing so, he proves that he cannot be conquered even by violence.
Now we stand ready to step again onto Advent soil, where new life, hope, and possibility are
germinating. We must remember, as we prepare to hear once again in the story of Jesus’
birth and life, that God’s glory is not found in power and might but in humility and sacrifice, in
one willing to give his life for his friends, his enemies, and the criminal hanging beside him.
That is the kingdom of God: that place where the friend, the enemy, and even the one rightly
condemned receive the grace and forgiveness of Christ. For that, we praise Christ as king!
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