Parish Council Meeting
April 22, 2019
Present were Katie Amann,  Dianne Beisheim, Maureen Emerson, Rich Hailstone, Georgeanne Hogan, Deacon Dave, Rich Kerr, Mary May, Kathy Mineweaser, Kathy Osterberg, Fr. Ed Palumbos, and Ron Torcello.   
 
1. Fr. Ed started the meeting at 6:30 with a prayer.

2.  The minutes of our March meeting were accepted.

3. Pastor’s Report: Fr. Ed reminded us that he will be here at St. Christopher’ only until June 25.  He is confident that someone else will be appointed for us after that.  Fr. Bob will probably remain on administrative leave through August 14 when the New York State statute on abuse claims takes effect.  The accuser has not followed up with any action other than the initial accusation.
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday celebrations were beautifully carried out.  
The response to our increased-giving program has been very successful.  One of the things the developers of the program have told us that it is imperative to communicate with and thank donors repeatedly.  We need to show people how their generosity is being used for the life of the parish.

4. Parish Directory:  Georgeanne told us that our committee had a conference call with the representative of the directory company.  She showed us two choices for our directory.  In brief, one was the traditional book.  The other was a program called Community Connect, which is a smaller book but can be updated at later dates.  The council approved the smaller book.  We discussed other matters about the directory, such as volunteers needed, what dates to book appointments, but made no decisions.

5. We will have Grandma’s Attic on June 7 and June 8.  We will start accepting donations two weeks before the sale.

6. Committee Reports:  
a. Building and Grounds:   Deacon Dave reported that there is still a small leak in the church roof near the area of the 8th Station of the Cross.  The roofing company has been made aware of this.
It seems that a new downspout is needed near the brown door to prevent ponding of runoff water near the dumpster.
There is a grading problem in the garage of the rectory.  Apparently, the floor slopes toward the house, allowing water to infiltrate into the basement.  This is not something that volunteers can do anything about.
Mary May raised the question about exit doors from the church.  The exterior doors do not have panic bars, so that if they are locked, people have no way to get out in case of an emergency.  But the cost of replacing the doors would be about $3000 per door.  There are five doors that lead outside that are unlocked only with a key.
b. Youth Ministry:   Katie Amann reported that the group at Roberts Wesleyan will have their last meeting of the school year on Apr. 23.  The next activity there is an activity fair that will be held for incoming freshmen.
c. Family Life:   No report.
d. Finance:  The response rate for the increased-giving program at about 42% is much better than expected; however, the offertory is not showing it.  It’s possible that our offertory is being affected by the allegation against Fr. Bob.  We, as council, need to address this and remind parishioners of their pledges. 
e. Human Services:   Deacon Dave reported that the committee has renamed itself the Human Services Ministry.  He reminded us of the upcoming presentation on the opioid crisis to be held on May 20.  Gates police chief, James VanBrederode, will speak at each Mass on the weekend of May 4/5 to encourage attendance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A day for all the concerned committees of the diocese to share information on racism is planned at Notre Dame retreat house on May 2.
f. Liturgy:  Parishioners praised the manner in which the gospel was presented on Palm Sunday with several narrators seemingly reporting the news rather than just reading it.  It allowed all to hear the good news with fresh ears.   On Good Friday, members of the families of recently deceased parishioners were asked to be part of the procession.  This was greatly appreciated by them.

We will meet again on May 21 and June 18.  We will not meet in July or August.

We closed the meeting with the Our Father. 
Respectfully submitted, Mary May



