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Why do we say the Nicene Creed every Sunday?
Prof. the Rev. Greg Bloomquist

F

irst, the Creed is a succinct formulation of the core elements of
the essential message of the Bible,
namely, the gospel. After all, there is
a lot in the Bible. The Holy Scriptures
are a library of books, not
a single book. The Old
Testament contains 39
books (more if you add
those accepted by the
Roman Catholic Church,
and even more if you add
those accepted by Orthodox Churches). The
New Testament contains
27 books. Among these
books, we find a rich variety of writings. The Old
Testament contains books
of Law, history, prophetic
writings, as well as other
varied writings (Proverbs,
Psalms,
Ecclesiastes,
etc.). The New Testament
contains Gospels, a history (Acts), letters, and
even an apocalyptic vision
(Revelation).
The Creed asks: what is
the core of the gospel?
The Creed picks up from
Scripture those essential
core elements that C. H.
Dodd identified when he
wrote:
The common and central tradition [of the New Testament has]
at its core what the New Testament itself calls the kerygma, or
proclamation of the Gospel. In
its most summary form the kerygma consists of the announcement of certain historical events
in a setting which displays the

significance of those events. The
events in question are those of
the appearance of Jesus in history – His ministry, sufferings
and death and His subsequent
manifestation of Himself to His

after the reading of God’s Word, and
the proclamation of the same, is no
coincidence!
True, it doesn’t tell us everything that
Scripture tells us. Rather, the Nicene
Creed gives us the core and presumes
that we will “read, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest” the rest of the Scriptures, both New and Old
Testament, to “flesh out”
the fullness of our belief.
Second, the Nicene
Creed tells what is essential within that core
to keep the Church “on
track”. While the Apostles’ Creed tells me what
I need to believe as an
individual to begin to
grow as a Christian, the
Nicene Creed tells us as
a Church what the sine
qua non of Christian belief is. In other words, the
Nicene Creed reminds us
what Scripture tells us
we must believe for the
Church to be and remain
Christian.

followers as risen from the dead
and invested with the glory of
another world – and the emergence of the Church as a society
distinguished by the power and
activity of the Holy Spirit, and
looking forward to the return of
its Lord as Judge and saviour of
the world. 1
That we say the Creed immediately

Importantly, it tells us
not just what we -- say,
St. George’s, or Christians living in Ottawa,
or Canada, or even North America
-- must believe but what the whole
Church across space and time has,
must, and will believe to remain a
Christian Church. The Nicene Creed
reminds us that we do not say the
Creed alone, but with believers past,
present, and future, found in God’s
Holy Catholic Church to the East,
North, South, and West.
But, if the Creed is essentially a dis-
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tillation of the core proclamation
of the gospel, then someone might
ask: why don’t we just read all of the
Scriptures and learn what they say?
That leads us to our third and final
point: the Nicene Creed does not only
reveal and underscore elements of
the common core of Christian faith
as revealed in the Scriptures, but, in
light of important historical events
and contexts, alerts us to ways that
people have used parts of Scripture,
rather than the whole, understood
in light of that essential core, to call
into question or misconstrue Christian faith.

first created us “very good”?
2. In harmony with the very creeds of
Scripture itself, the Nicene Creed affirms that Jesus is Messiah and Lord,
and that Jesus, as Messiah, has died,
is risen, and will come again. In doing so, it also reminds us that some
have said and continue to say Jesus
is not the Messiah but only a prophet,
one among many; that there are some
who have said and continue to say
that Jesus is not the Lord, that there
may be other lords that people will
worship and that that is OK when it is
definitely not OK; and that there are
some who have said and continue to
say that He did not really die, that he
could not possibly have arisen, and
that his ascension is just the stuff of
“primitive” belief, something that we
have now grown out of.

In other words, the Creed is important in telling us how, over the early
formative centuries in which Christian doctrine was being formed,
Christians tried various doctrines that
proved to be significantly less than
3. The Nicene Creed not only anChristian. The Creed, in other words,
nounces that the Church will only
not only shows us the way to true beremain Christian if it affirms that this
lief, but warns
Jesus Christ,
us against the
... we do not say the
our Lord, has
perennial ways
made
HimCreed alone, but with
in which Chrisself
known
believers past, present,
tian faith has
to us as Son
and future ...
been
called
of God, “very
into question,
God of very
not only by those who made no claim
God”, incarnate as man, coming to
to faith, but also by those who did!
judge, but it also warns us that there
So, the Nicene Creed not only points have been and still are those like Arthe way for right belief (i.e., ortho- ius who deny the Son’s divinity and
doxy) but also warns us against fall- are prepared not only to tear apart
ing into errors, in some of the follow- the fabric of our own Anglican Coming ways:
munion but who are also publicly
willing to divide the one holy catho1. The Creed reminds us that the
lic and apostolic Church from its hisGod we worship is known to us only
toric faith and to separate orthodox
through our Lord Jesus Christ, and
believers from one another.
that He is to be known as Father
and the same one who is Creator of 4. The Creed not only affirms that
heaven and earth. In doing so, it re- the Holy Spirit is called, as Paul says,
minds us that there are many who the Lord, who works through the one
have called into question God’s Fa- Church to bring life to the world; the
therhood, as well as His goodness, Creed also warns us that there have
expressed in a creation that was been and still are those who would
made good. Subtly, it asks us to think: lead Christians into a faith that is
What must that original creation have made up only of private devotion,
been like? What must we -- man and one in which ‘I will only recognize
woman -- have been like when God faith in those who experience God in

the same way that I do’. And it warns
us against the danger that we are all
prone to, namely, to attempt to live
our lives as Christians merely on the
basis of human effort rather than
in the power of the same life-giving
Spirit who alone can ‘bring new life
to these bones’.
We need to be thankful to our forefathers, who forged this Creed in the
heat of battle against false-belief.
When “revisionists” suggest that we
need new creeds that are more up-todate, we need to be able to have an
answer for them. By proposing that
the Nicene Creed is just a vestige of
a past day, they give us an incentive
to make sure that we do not throw
overboard the very compass that has
helped the Church to stay on course
since the creation of the Christian
Church. By asking us to invent a new
compass, one that is more in accord
with the popular beliefs of our day and
the social norms that post-Christian
societies have come to adopt, these
“revisionists” have in fact helped us
to be clearer about what we do believe and why.
They will have to answer for their attempt to get us to sail by heeding the
siren-songs of the world around us.
But we will not let them take over the
ship. For we know that it is by this
ship, which is the one, holy, catholic,
and apostolic Church, that we will
go on in Christ to grow into a better
knowledge of what makes us children
of the Father, through the incarnation
and sacrifice of His Son, and by the
life-giving power of His Holy Spirit.
To this God, one God in three persons, be all praise and glory, now and
forever. Amen.
1. Charles Harold Dodd, According
to the Scriptures (originally presented as the 1950 Stone Lectures
(Princeton Theological Seminary);
New York: Scribner, 1953), 11.
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