STRAWBERRY PLAINS BRANCH RECIEVES CHARTER
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Dumplin Valley’s third site in Strawberry Plains has reached
over 100 kids and was accepted into the membership of Boys & Girls Clubs of America in April of 2016. “We are so very excited and blessed to have been able to get this
third Boys and Girls Club for our County open,” said Brad Jenkins, Board President,
“The partnership we have with Strawberry Plains Presbyterian Church has been
wonderful and that group truly is making a difference in the lives of these kids. It is an
honor and privilege to be able to serve the community of Strawberry Plains with
programming to develop our Youth.”
“I couldn’t be more excited!” Miranda Peoples, Branch Director stated, “I’m eager to
see us grow and get more kids. As a past Club kid, I understand the importance a Club
can make in the community.” Peoples originally worked for our Jefferson City branch
and has worked her way up to Branch
Director which she has been since
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
November 2015.
Executive Director, Jessica Page added,
“We have been blessed. We have a
wonderful county, great people, partners
and donors. I am so very thankful to
God for this opportunity to expand into
Strawberry Plains and that He made it
happen for us.”
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INSIDE THE STRAWBERRY PLAINS BRANCH
Project Learn is the
intensive program offered at
our Boys & Girls Club that
enhances knowledge and
educational skills for our
students. Within Project
Learn, we offer an hour long
program for homework help
and tutoring called Power
Hour. Power Hour is open
every day and every child is
encouraged to take advantage
of this program to help maintain or improve their school
grades, complete homework
in a timely manner, and to
work towards reaching their
educational goals. Project
Learn also involves STEM
activities, “Let’s Talk”, and
High
Yield
Learning
Activities.
Our
students
participate in each of these
programs and gain a variety

of knowledge and skills that
will continue helping in their
educational accomplishments
and
are
fun
to
do!
“Let’s talk” is a new program
that our education director,
Mr. Branyon, added to our
educational programs that
allows students to learn
through meaningful conversations. “Let’s Talk” is held
twice a week and includes a
number of topics for conversation, including the importance of internet safety,
educational and career goals,
and service opportunities.
Our education program is
continuing to grow as our
Branch progresses and we
hope to provide quality
educational programming to
as many youth in our
community as possible.

“LET’S TALK is a new program that I added to our educational programs
allowing students to learn through meaningful conversations.”
Boys & Girls Clubs of Dumplin Valley celebrate the acquisition of the Newport Branch
Executive Director Jessica A. Page, Board Members and Branch Executive mark the milestone of serving
over 1100 registered members. Welcome to the Dumplin Valley Family Newport Staff & members!
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Total # of Registered
Members

1102

White Pine Branch

178

Jefferson City
Branch

348

Strawberry Plains
Branch

169

Newport Branch

407

Across 4 branches, over 277
members attend daily.
Over 49,000 meals served.

The Boys & Girls Club of
Jefferson City is proud to
boast a strong Teen Center and Torch Club program. The young teen entrepreneurs met with the
teen director, Mr. D.J., to
envision what their goal
as a club is, and how to
get there this week. Their
goal: a weekend trip to
Gatlinburg this spring.
On top of volunteering in our community,
cleaning up our club, and assisting our staff with their programs for the younger grades, the Torch Club teens also head
up their own fundraising. In order to achieve their goal, they
decided to fundraise right at home in their own club! With the
help of Mr. D.J,, the teens organize and put together their
products to sell, predominantly chips, candy, fruit snacks, and
drinks, and “open shop” in one of the club’s serving windows!
Everyone benefits when Torch Club sells! The members who
are not old enough yet to be in the Teen Center still reap the
benefits of the center through many happy faces stuffed with
goodies! We love our Torch Club and the work they do. We
hope they meet their goal!

served in 2016!

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Dumplin Valley
teens gathered in Cleveland with Club
teens all over East Tennessee to celebrate
at Elevate Camp. As the title of the camp
suggests, teen members enjoy uplifting
fun & fellowship while participating in
many exciting team building activities.
Whether it's an inspiring concert or hanging around a campfire, Club members are
eager to participate in Elevate Camp each
year among the many activities that are
geared for the healthy growth of Club kids
all year around!
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FAMILY HIGHLIGHT
KHLOE FOSTER & FAM ILY

Khloe is a second grader from Rush Strong that has
been attending our afterschool program for almost a year now
and is currently Strawberry Plains most frequent attendee.
Khloe started attending in April of 2016 and was a quiet and
shy, first grader that was very slow to open up with her peers
and members of the staff. Khloe currently lives with her grandparents and her father, who all are working full time to support her. Her family is very thankful for the Boys & Girls Club
and the program we offer so that Khloe is able to attend a program that can help her socially, while they are all able to continue working and building a life for her. Throughout this past
summer, Khloe began to bond to our staff members and started opening up about herself to them and to the other children
here. Her favorite program is Arts & Crafts and she really
enjoys drawing in her spare time. As she has come out of her
shell, Khloe has developed many friendships and is very outgoing at the Club each day. She takes pride in drawing and
decorating for the Club in many of our thank you cards that we
send out and decorating the club with numerous amounts of
art work. Khloe also has a love for animals and is collecting
different stuffed animals as she can. She is a very sweet and
caring child who loves her Boys & Girls Club and we look forward to seeing her each day.
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Boys & Girls Clubs of Dumplin Valley Celebrates State
Youth of the Year competition in Nashville
Nicole Burney, student at Jefferson County High
School and nine year member of the Club, delivered
an emotional speech as she represented the Boys &
Girls Clubs of Dumplin Valley as the Youth of the
Year. Clubs from all over the state of Tennessee
gathered in downtown Nashville and spoke of the
great impact the Club has made in each of their lives.
From Jr. Staff to Power Hour, off campus
community service projects to a dedicated and
helpful staff, these students spoke of the growth and
inspiration they have received as a result of attending the Boys & Girls Club. "Nicole did a fabulous
job," said White Pine Branch Director Will Marshall,
"She gave truly inspired speech and I was so proud
of her!" As winner of Youth of Year for the Dumplin
Valley organization, Nicole received a scholarship to
further her education in her chosen fields of
Missions &
Special Education and went on to
represent the Dumplin Valley Organization at the
state level. Nicole is proof positive that the Boys &
Girls Clubs are dedicated to growing it's members
and preparing them for the future. Congratulations
Nicole!

At Boys & Girls Clubs
of Dumplin Valley, we
believe that each child
should be recognized for
a job well done. Every
month, three students
are chosen from each of
our Clubs. They are
chosen for
their leadership reflected in their behavior
and character. From
those members, one is
selected to represent
the organization as
Youth of the Year!
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A fundraising event to benefit the Members at our Jefferson City,
White Pine, and Strawberry Plains Branches. April 26th, 2017.

500 Tickets to be sold. Last ticket standing
wins $10,000. All proceeds from the Draw
Down benefits the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Dumplin Valley. September,2017.

This is a downhill, fast one mile race with beautiful views
Douglas Lake. The race takes runners through the Dandridge downtown historic district and ends across the
TVA dike. Also held in September during the
Scots-Irish Festival..
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Almost 18 years of Boys &
Girls Club and I still love it
more as time goes on. Why?
it works! I have been blessed to serve at the Boys & Girls Club and
am so thankful for those who give to make our Clubs a reality for
its over 800 members in Jefferson County. So many youth have
become productive, responsible and caring
citizens because
they had a safe and positive place to learn and grow. Clubs provide the needed spaces and mentors that allow them to rise to
their potential and achieve their goals. The Boys & Girls Clubs of
Dumplin Valley saves lives and makes our County a better place.
Branch Locations:

Jessica A. Page,
Executive Director/CPO
(865) 761-0143
Cell: (865) 924-3612

White Pine

(865) 761-0143

Jefferson City

(865) 471-0733

Strawberry Plains

(865) 898-6211

Newport

(423) 623-6536
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