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Forward:

Between the years 2485 and 2486 B.E. (1942-1943 A.D.), Chai Tiansilpachai (Title name: Phra
Thewaphinimmit; 1888-1947 A.D.) created an authoritative book on Thai Patterns titled Samut
tamra lai Thai (Book of Thai Patterns). The original manuscript, included here, consisted of a
series of hand-drawn pages. In early versions of this book, the original pages were copied by
holding them against photographic paper, exposing to sunlight, and then developing the “blue
prints”. Thus, many of the original hand-drawn pages have been damaged with blue tint in this
copying process. In approximately 1964, the director of art at Silpakorn University (Professor
Sompop Pirom) was brought blue print copies, of this book. In honor of the Phra
Thewaphinimmit, he published in 1987 2000 copies of the blue-print book (published by
Kurusapa Publisher). In a later edition of this book published in 2530 BE (1987 A.D.) the original
artwork was redrawn and an introduction and table of contents, in both Thai and English, were
added.

Given the importance of this artwork in the preservation and classification of Thai patterns,
which are used for both artistic and architectural work, we present here photographs of the
original hand-drawn pages, along with copies of the Thai-English introduction and table of
contents published in the later 1987 edition.

We hope that by providing the attached copy of the original manuscript freely and openly we will
foster and support the spread of the beauty of Thai Pattern design.

Resources:

Samut tamra lai Thai

Chai Thwaphinimmit

1943, 1954, 1987 A.D.

Phranakhon 1954

Ongkan Kha Khong Khurusapha 1987

ISBN 9740038441/9789740038443

Libraries Possessing Editions of the Book

Yale University Library, Cornell University Library, Library of Congress

Ohio University



English Translation of Thai Text on First Page

Preface on Thai Patterns

This treatise of Thai patterns, | draw them with approval of director general of the Fine-
Arts Department. | draw all of them by researching from the old designs, also from my memory.
| draw all of them between B.E. 2485-2486, totaling 234 patterns in 84 pages.

| am very proud and honored for doing this job which repay kindness of the country and
serve the culture of art. All Thai patterns in this treatise, some of them may be incorrect by
name and design because of the artists of old time left their skill but did not leave the name of all
patterns. However, the Thai patterns might have numbers and styles different from this treatise
because the artists had idea to develop in many ways. So all these Thai patterns based on
basically models for study the basic step. Most Thai patterns were drawn for Lai Rod Num, but
not intention to classified in different categories such as patterns for wood-carving, stone-
carving, silk embroidering or paper scrolling. But some patterns in this book can be used as a
design for sculpture, carving, scrolling, or pearl cutting.

Chai Thewapinimmit
Department of Fine-Arts

5t August, B.E. 2486

P.S. by translator
1. This preface in Thai was written in one time changed Thai Grammar during World War II.

2. B.E. (Buddhist Era) is the year used in Thailand, 543 years before Christian Era or Anno domini
(A.D.)

3. Lai Rod Num is drawing Thai patterns with gold on black lacquer at the wood cupboard or the
church door.



Picture of the Cover of the “Blue Print” Version, made by holding the original drawings against light
sensitive paper.
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Picture of one of the “Blue Print” pages
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