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From the Frcsiclcnt’s Desk:

Thc January mccting was well attended and every one
there was treated to Passionatc clisp‘ays of Familg history,
Fami|3 momentos, civilwar artifacts , and much more bg club
members . Ron Vaughn’s article will dojusticc to the event.
]F you missed this one, you will be disaPPointcd .We were
sorry for David DavcnPort whose untimclg briefillness
Prcvcntcd his presence with all of the informative inPut he
Provic‘cs.

There was discussion of changing the meeting date in
November to allow the Prcscntétion of “General (Grant
and his wife,” who will be appcaring at the subscqucnt
Kcarncg Fa"L Rccnactmcnt the next c'ay. T!*.c club showed
strong support for the idea.

Scc the calendar of events below for the remainder of the

3car ancl we IOOl( Forward to sccing 3OU t"'IIS WCC‘(.

2005Round Table Programs and Speakers

[we meet the last Thursday of the month at [resnc’'s Ramada Inn]

February 24 The 8th Wisconsin and 'Old Abe' with Phyllis Mann

March 21°t Civil War Pattlefield Maps with Michele Jardine
April 2Ist Board Meeting

April 28t Battle of Perryville with Brad 5Schall

May 15th Board Meeting

May 26t The Confederate Navy

June 16th Board Meeting

June 25* Potluck picnic at the Kugkcnda”s

Sept. 22 The Grants: Larry and Constance Clowers

and Fundraiser
Sept. 23-25 Civil War Reeanactment at Learney Park
October 27
Nov. 24th West Coast Civil War Symposium in Phoenix
December | Christmas Party at the Carr's new home

Alexander Stephens. V.P. of the CHA with Zoyd Luce




2005 Mcmbcrships
Due Now

Your 2005 member-

ship yearis from Januarg
to Dcccmbcr. IFyou have

not rcncwcd your mcmber-

si‘aipintl'ics.anjoaquin
VaHC9 Civil War
Roundtablc, tl'icg are due
now. USC the form on
the back to become
current. Ti‘ic cost of
mcmbcrsl'iip remains the

samce:

|ndividual or Famiig -

$25.00

Studcnt ornewslet-

ter owniy -%$12.50

As aiwags, $5.0 0 of

each mcmbcrsi‘iip goes toward

Civil War Battlefield Preserva-

tion.

To make Dinner

Reservations for our

Thursdag, Fcbruary 24th

mecting at the Ramada

lnn at the Shaw o”ramp

on Highway‘iii..
contact Sccrctarg
th”is Mann at 229-

3778 [aftcrnoons or

cvcnings

Picasc].

AFTER ACTION REFORT
SJVCWRT MELETING OF

Twcntg-cigi‘nt and a baby (Tl’iomas Murrag) were Prcscnt for the dinner

1/27/05

meeting. President Dr. Brian Ciague resided over our annual show
and tell nigl"it. BI” Head Prouc”g clispraycci his “Jcrrg Russell Memorial
Award” awarded to him at the last Wcst Coast CWKT C,onfcrcncc.
Brian and .ranya Murrcg entertained us with a couP|c of fife and drum
tunes. th”is Mann shred information about a recent article in
Smithsonian about the 59 Alabama (contact her if you would like
a Pl"lOt’O co 3.) Waltcr Russc” and Joc Summcrs Passcd around their
great gran father's (onc Union and one Confcdcratc) 52 i and 36 cal.
Colt revolvers. Fortunatciy no blood was sPi”cd this time! Cal 100
reenactor Allen Croft Passcc’ around a copy of the Official Atlas
of the CVV, available at low price at Parnes and Noble, and also
available on CD. Lincoln re-enactor Wagnc Scott shared some of his
cxPcricnccs Plaging this role. i—,c is actua”g the same hcight as Linco'n»—
6’4", with a real beard! e shared some remarks by | incoln “You cannot
strcngthcn the weak bg wcakcning the strong!” M5 contribution was to
disPIag my CW chess set, which I have spent years co“ccting or hand
casting the Figurcs, then Painting them. &niikc commcrica“g available
sets, cach Firgurc rcErcscnts a different US or CSA regiment. | hoPc

to see all of you at the next mcctingl

Ron Vaugl’m

Booi( Reviewon Northern Navai Supcriority

The book isNorthern Naval 5upcriority and the [ conomics

of the American C/v// War by David G, Surdam 5 Universitij
of South Carolina FPress , 2001, Fg. 286.

As one sage once said, “the devil is in the detail.” Noti‘iing could
be closer to the truth when it comes to discussions about the
effectiveness of both the closure of the MisissiPPi and the major ports
of Ncw Oricans and Mobilc to the cnding of the war. As rcccntig as the
Mocicsto meeting l heard Jim Stanburg say that the closure of
MississiPPi did little to influence the flow of foodstuffs and materials
to the Eastcrn Conrcdcracg.

Surdam Provicics comPc”ing arguments for the Fo”owing: the lost
export money hurt the 5outi1 more than the expended revenues taxed
the North; the blockade contributed to the Iogistics Probicm of food
and sup lies and with the final closure of NorFo“c to trade between the
lines lccrto the surrender of the main Confccicracy army in Virginia; the
blockade forced reliance on railroads while chriving the South of
materials to imProvc and rcPair them; the stringent block met
international rcquircmcnts of iaw; and ti‘lrough selective iooscning of the
barricade to trade, the North maintained cotton trade to support
Northern manuFacturing of needed war materials as well as to aid
[:_uropcan merchants in their search for cotton suPPiics, thus aiding
their Policg of Prcvcnting intervention. While lost revenue from cotton
Proved cii”icult, the important loss of trade most effected their abilit9
to transport needed foodstuffs.

boti‘a sides grapclicd with the best use to be made of King
Cotton’s role throughout the war 3 but by rcducing the flow of cotton to
less than 1/15% of antebellum levels, the North held the advantagc in
this critical area.

Tl‘iis book is a most intcrcsting look at the imPortancc of suppiics
and transportation both naval as well as railroad during the Civil War.

Brian Ciaguc



'Old Abe" and the s8th Wisconsin title of
th”is Mann's topic for f:cbruary Mccting

th“is Mann, the secretary of the San Joaquin Va“cg Clivil
War Round Tablc, will be the featured sPcal(cr at meeting on
Fcbruarg 24th. She is rcccntly retired from the [Fresno (Unified
School District where she was a sPccia| education teacher.

th“is, a native of Wisconsin, served cight years in the
Unitcc[ Statcs Armﬂ. Initia”3 she was a member of the 5igna|
Corps during the Korcan War (why she was allowed to enlist at the
age of two is a mystery to this editor). | ater she was an
Occupational Thcrapist in the Armg Medical SPccialist Corps.
th”is has had a |ti—|ong interest in the Civil War but onlg
rcccnt'y_joinccl our Round T able at the invitation of | ouise
Richardson. 5hc has a sPccial interest Wisconsin 8th lnfantrg
chimcnt.

The Eigl‘:th was organizcd i3 Scptcmbcr 1861 at [ond
DuLac, Wisconsin. Assigncd to the Western Thcatrc the most
notable of its more than 40 official battles where engagements at
Juka and Corinth, Mississi Pi, and Nashville, Tennessce. Jt last
saw action near Mobi'c, A abama, in April, 1865.

Id Abc”, an cagIc, served
as its mascot. Altl’lough it was tethered near the battleline in ever
engagement O|d Abe survived the war without losing a feather.
th“is will bring this noble bird, currcntlg the sgmbol of the 101st
Airbornc, alive at our meeting on Thursdag, Fcbruary 24th.

David D.

Through its illustrious career ©

March Mccting Topic

Professor Michele Jardine is tcntativclg scheduled to
speak to us at our mccting on March 51 Shc s currcnt|9 on the
Facultg of history at California State Univcrsitg, Fresno.

Mark Your Calcndars:
Junc Fotluck Saturday, Junc 25t|1

Bc abso'utc|3 certain that you lan now to attend our
annual summer potluck on Saturday, Junc thh. It will be held in
the scenic foothill communitg of “Tivcg Va”cg” at the home and
acreage of Ncil Kuykcnda” and Fami|3.

T his event will be very well-attended so car Pooling s
adviseable. -rl'\c Kuykcnda”s have invited the 125 members of the
Civil War Reenactment Socictg to attend and bring their rifles for
a live shoot. | hoPc this means that ParticiPants will be Firing live
ammunition at targets, not that there is any intent to draw beed on a

living thing.

Civil War T easer
“Do you want to know the ten most imPortant Civil War books as
identified by the editors of American /_/cr/tagc in December,
20047 IF so, watch this spot in the March Bug/c Ca//.

David D

Civi' War Historian

New Magazine romises
g P

to chp Historg Alivc!

Fasscd around at our last
meeting a ”3(::‘ for subscribing
to a new (ivil War Publication.
Readers will discover in each
issue articles on mi|itar3 and
civilian topiccs and research
into the people and artifacts
that make the Civil War so
Fascinating.

[Fachissue includes —
histories of rcgimcnta| units;
reenactment event Iistings,
militarﬂ uniform and cquipmcnt
studies, how-to articles for
novice reenactors, reenactor
classipicds, civilian clothing and
Itistglc resecarch artic'cs,
database for reenactor unit
contacts, rcprints of Pcriod
Publications, uPdatcs on
cndangcrcd sites and
preservation successes.

A year's subscription is $26
for six issues along with a free
issue and $2 going to Civil War
rrcscrvation T rust.

Check out their website -
www.civilwarhistorian.com and/
or call their tollfreenumber at 1-
888-760-8108

December
Changs

FPlease mark your calendars

for a Thursc‘ag, Dcccmbcr I,
meeting. Yes, the first
Thursdag in December. Our
rcgular meeting time in
November falls on T hanks-
giving so our December ist
meeting is that of November

Frogram

Postponcd aweek. This will
also be our Christmas Fartg.
T om Carr and his wife have
gracious'g offered to host this
wing ding at their new home in

SE [Fresno.



MEMBEKSHIF FORM - Mcmbcrship year is from January to Dcccmbcr
Please bcgin/rcncw my mcmbcrship in the San Joaquin Va"cy Civil War Round T able
_____ INDVIDUAL/FAMILY membership - $25.00
STUDENT membershipor NEWSLE T TERONLY-#12.50
*$5.0 0 of cach membership goes toward CIVIL WAR BAT TLEFIELD FPRESERVATION

Namc

FPhone E_—mail

Addrcss

Bﬁng this mcmbcrship form and your check to our next monthlg meeting,
or mail it to our F O Box below:

e




