When people are having trouble communicating, 


what usually happens?  

If you think that there is some type of language barrier, 


you speak louder and slower, 


repeating the same thing over and over.  

If it is just with a person of a different viewpoint, 


we tend to attack them 


while digging into our earlier position more and more.

In this, 


the third and final round of exchanges 



between Job and his comforters, 




Eliphaz, 




Bildad, 




and Zophar, 


this repetition has done what it tends to do 



when we just beat a person who differs from us in opinion, 




with the same attack over and over, 



it causes them to blow up.  




Patience is often thrown out the window, 




the gloves come off, 




and flesh is taken.

We hear this in Eliphaz's third reply.  

He has slowly transformed his position from, 


Evil people in general, 



being distant third person possibilities in the first round 




as the wicked, 


to possible guilty parties in the second round 



with hypothetical second person “if you”s.  


To full on indictments of Job, 



“you have”, 




as being guilty of many causes of evil that have befallen him. 



You are the man, 



you are the wicked man 




is repeated over and over.  

Job is accused of demanding security for loans, 


denying water and withholding food from the weary and hungry, 


denying widows support, 


and oppressing orphans.  

The most basic levels of human decency, 


Job is accussed of violating by Eliphaz.

Why?  

Why would Eliphaz do this?  


It is because Job holds to his purity and innocence 



and is yet suffering.  


Job is not conforming to the way that Eliphaz's world works.  

Eliphaz brings a legalistic worldview into the conversation 


that does not fit the parameters of Job.  

Normally, 


those who do good 



are blessed.  


Those who sin 



are punished.  

That is easy to work with.  


But it does not take into account the fickleness of human nature.  



How one minute we can be the saint 



and the next clearly a sinner, 




with no discernible reason for the change.  


It does not take into consideration the consequences 



of institutional and individual sin.  

Rules and stereotypes exist, 


because someone before us 


has done something 



that caused that rule or stereotype to exist.  

That this person is the exception to the rule 


takes a whole bunch of deconstruction in our minds.  



It does not happen quickly.

Job responds in great frustration.  


He is the man that has spent his life helping those who are downtrodden.  



The poor, 



the thirsty and hungry, 



the widows and the orphans.  

He knows they exist, 


but it is not because of him, 


but because of the ones who actually deny the people these basic needs.  



Job has spent his life meeting them.  

So it makes it all the more painful to realize that he the helper, 


is the one suffering, 

while those who have hindered and oppressed, 


seem to be doing fine 


and in some ways flourishing.

Despite feeling this way, 


Job has confidence in God yet.  

He knows that God is still watching them 


just as he is being watched.  

He believes that despite what he has experienced, 


those who do evil 



will still find the emptiness of the life they have chosen.  

It does not explain his current situation, 


but it is part of what God has proclaimed and done.

Bildad tries to jump into the fray for a third time, 


but is cut short.  

He gets five lines into a new way of saying the same old thing.  


Man is nothing compared to God, 



so how could he hope to be innocent, 



pure, 



or righteous in God's eyes.

In a style of argumentation that sounds all too familiar to me 


when I am trying to understand what God is doing, 



I tell the other person what they would say to me.  

Job completes Bildad's speech for him.  


Nothing makes it clearer to a person 



you comprehend what they are saying 


when you repeat back their argument to them 



clearer 



and more concise than they can.  

After proclaiming all of the things that God does in his power, 


Job gets to the point that none of the men have been able to answer.  

If God has so much power, 


why has he not come 


and explained to Job 



face to face 


what is happening.  
Chapter 26:14 concludes, 


“And these are but the outer fringe of his works; 



how faint the whisper we hear of him! 


Who then can understand the thunder of his power?”  

Job still wants an explanation of God himself 


to explain what is happening.

If we are looking for a repeated pattern, 


we would expect chapter 27 to be where Zophar chimes in.  

However, Zophar is not heard from again, 


at least it seems.  

The big question is why?  


To which I would propose, 



he is finally showing wisdom, 




in keeping his mouth shut.  



He has nothing new to say 




and he just watched Bildad be eaten alive by Job.  

He is going to be the friend 


that still has a relationship with Job, 



even if he still thinks Job has done something wrong.  

If he had something new to offer, 


he might speak up.  


But before he can even start to formulate anything new, 



Job seemingly continues on Zophar's behalf.  

Again, 


summing up what he would have said 


and highlighting the lack of growth 



or response to the possibility of Job having a unique situation.  

Chapter 27, 


verses 13-23 



sum up Zophar's usual response.  


Verses 1-12 tell how unhelpful his friends have been 



and how Job intends to maintain his innocence.  

He intends to maintain his innocence until his dying breath, 


God has brought this upon him, 



so what can he do?  

Job says, 


“I will maintain my righteousness 


and never let go of it; 



my conscience will not reproach me as long as I live.”

This is mainly why Job finds himself in this situation.  


Not because he is so stubborn, 


but because of what he has built his life upon.  

God was willing to use Job to prove a point to Satan about humanity, 


because Job had his priorities in the correct order.  



He had God at the top.  


That is why he is able to withstand losing everything else.

In this period of studying Job, 


I have been pondering the question, 



what drives people to stay alive?  

Over the past months of this study, 


I have been involved in search and rescue calls, 



trying to give people hope through the night, 


phone calls of people in utter and complete despair 



almost echoing Job's questions, 




word for word, 


and heard radio pieces on KHNS 



where one mans fight for freedom ended 




in him taking his own life, 



after 20 years of being eligible for parol 




and being denied 10 times.  



Even having a federal court demand 




that the parol board give him another hearing, 





requiring him to be judged on his conduct in prison 





and not his earlier crime, 




he was again denied, 





lost all hope in our justice system 





and took his life.



Why could he not bear to live any longer?

These situations and stories 


have brought to light the question, 



“what do I place my ultimate hope in?”  

That question is huge, 


because it determines how we react to news, 


to events, 


to life.  

My darkest struggles have been 


because I often place my hope in something else besides God.  



Not all of them have necessarily been bad things overall, 




but they are not everlasting.  


And that is what we need to put our trust in, 



something or someone eternal.  
For if I put my hope in myself, 


what do I do as my body starts to fail?  



What is the purpose of my life?  

If I put my hope in my job, 


what do I do when my position is threatened, 


change looms, 


or retirement comes upon me.  

If I put my hope in my wife, 

my kids, 

or my parents, 


what happens when they are not around anymore 



for whatever reason?

We know we all have a reason for living.  

Something that gets us out of bed each morning. 

The ultimate reason for us to be alive is to trust and love God.  



This enables us to be a participant 




in the building of the Kingdom of God.  

To love and trust God 


is what Job is holding out for.  

He is resolved to trust and love God, 


even if it costs him his life.  

Eliphaz tells him, 


if he would just repent, 



then God would remove these burdens from him.  

But that would change the God Job worships 


and the man Job is.  


That would cheapen the reason for Job to be alive, 



which then begs the question, 




“Why is he alive?”  



To quote his wife, 




“Why don't you just curse God and die?”

Having the relationship with God 


is of utmost importance, 



not just for Job, 



but for us as well. 


It makes sense of everything else.  

For the past three weeks, 


our call to worship has been Psalm 8.  

The reason is, 


Job and his friends have been playing off the big question of Psalm 8, 

“What is man 


that you are mindful of him, 
the son of man 


that you care for him?”  

Both sides have played with this Psalm extensively 


throughout the past three interchanges.  



They have tried to answer that question. 

I have had experiences in my past, 


where God could have 


or should have taken my life, 



if the laws of nature were to run their course.  


I have had low blood sugars that were close calls. 


 I have had climbing and backpacking adventures 



that were close to going very wrong.  

In my reflections of what happened, 


I had the overwhelming sense that God still had something left to do with my life.  

But I was still left to ask, 


“Who am I, 



that you are mindful of me?”  

God was still working in my life, 


because otherwise, 



me still being alive did not make any sense 




if it was down to the rules of logic, 




or survival of the fittest.  

If these were the laws by which the world was absolutely governed, 


I would have lost at the game of Life long ago.  

So when I put my hope in other things, 


even if they seemingly make my life easier, 



I am being foolish.  

But we will talk about being wise more next week.
