[bookmark: _GoBack] MINUTES OF MEETING OF CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL
SEPTEMBER 9TH 2015

Present
Cllr Geraghty (Chair)		Cllr Howard (Wiltshire Council)
Cllr Close (Vice Chair)		Mrs C Wall (Clerk &RFO)
Cllr Pike

1. To record any apologies for absence.

Cllr Wallbank Annual Leave
Mr Gay (Conflicting meeting)

2. Declaration of Interest in Items on the Agenda–(Model Parish Code of Conduct 2007).  To receive any Declarations of Interest on any agenda item to be discussed.

3. General Public – Questions.

No members of the public welcome

4. Welcome and Co-option of Andrew Gay

Mr Gay was unable to attend the meeting

5. Minutes of Previous Meetings:
To approve and sign, as a correct record the minutes of the July 16th 2015    

The minutes were agreed and approved as a true record
Proposed by Cllr Close and Seconded by Cllr Pike

6. Matters arising – For information only.

No matters arising

7. Exchange of Information, to include

Reports from Wilts County Councillor Howard 

1. Councillor Jane Scott, the Leader of Wiltshire Council, has been appointed a Life Peer and will be taking her seat in the House of Lords early next year. She has no plans to stand down as Leader of the Council at the moment.

This is good news for Wiltshire because it gives us increased access to Government at a high level.

2. Highways Maintenance Contract.

The Council’s maintenance contract with Balfour Beatty has been terminated, and information about this is shown on the attached Briefing Note 253. Appendix 1
Two thirds of the work of Balfour Beatty is sub-contracted, and this part of the work has now been taken under the direct control of Wiltshire Council. The remaining one third will remain with Balfour Beatty until next April.

The Council is carrying out a procurement procedure to appoint a new Highways Contractor to start next April.

There has been no financial loss or additional cost to the Council as result of the termination of the Balfour Beatty contract.

Cllr Pike advised Cllr Howard that he complimented Nick Bancroft on being an asset to the village and would this mean any changes. Cllr Howard updated there would be no changes here and that the Parish Steward will also remain in situ. 
Cllr Pike asked if a web based system for reporting incidents could be put in place as the Wiltshire app did not always work in the Chutes. Cllr Howard did not think this would happen.
Cllr Pike also asked if the community days would still take place and Cllr Howard confirmed that they would not as issues would need to be reported as they were raised.
3. Retrieval of Unwanted Green Garden Waste Bins.
From 15th June an annual charge of £40 became payable for the collection of garden waste in the green bins, and 76,000 residents of Wiltshire registered for the service.
Those who did not sign up for the service have two options about their green bins:
a. To apply to the Council for their bins to be retrieved. Many have already applied to the Council for their bins to be collected, and details of the retrieval arrangements are given in the attached Briefing Note 254. Note that retrievals will start from Monday 14th September, and that the Council will be notifying those concerned about the day on which their bin will be retrieved.
For residents who have not yet asked for their bin to be retrieved, the contact details are:
Ring 0300 456 0102 or
Email to wasteandrecycling@wiltshire.gov.uk
b. To retain their green bins for possible future use if they decide to sign up for the chargeable garden waste scheme
Broadband
The high speed connection is coming on well and surveys have been completed and a cabinet site has been selected. A Fibre Cable link called a spine is almost at the Chutes so there is hope that it will be connected before Christmas.
.
8. Correspondence - As received and if necessary held at the clerk’s office.

The Clerk updated on the intended visit to the Houses of Parliament on November 16th and confirmed that she had put forward Cllrs Geraghty, Close, Wallbank and Haines from Chute PC.

9. Finance – 

Accept current liquidity statement and bank reconciliation as at September 9th 2015
The Clerk advised that the bank account currently stood at £2963.69 with unbanked cheque of £40.00

	
10. Planning.-To receive, consider and comment on Planning Applications as received from Wiltshire Council. 

No new applications received. Note Wiltshire Council approval of the following:

9.1 15/06438             Chute House Chute Forest Andover Wiltshire SP11 9DG
           Reduce Tulip Tree by 50%
	
	9.2 15/03050 Extension to existing conservatory Elm Cottage Lower Chute
	
	9.3 15/05711/TCA Tree work at Hatchets Lower Chute

11. Footpaths - To receive a report and consider any necessary action.

Cllr Close updated that he had nothing to report. The Clerk advised that the maintenance of the footpaths was praised by the judges of the Best Kept Village Competition.

12. Village Hall -	To receive an update. 

The Clerk and Chair of the Village Hall updated that the floor had been sealed to prevent further damage, but nothing else to report.

13. Roads -To receive a report and consider any necessary action.

The Clerk updated that the grips had been dug out the previous Friday.
Cllr Close advised that Fly Tipping had taken place at Mankhorn before Biddesden Crossroads. The Clerk to advise Wiltshire Council.
Cllr Pike queried if the budget had been cut and would less resources available in the future.
Cllr Geraghty thanked Rick Wall for repairing the Chute Forest sign post on the crossroads.

14. King George Playing Field – 

14.1	Change of Bank Account- Signatories

The Clerk updated that she had attended an SLCC meeting with a VAT specialist as it included VAT Legislation. In view of this a new Lloyds bank account would be opened in the name of Chute and Chute Forest Parish Councils – KGF account with the existing council signatories as the new account signatories. This was agreed and signatories obtained.

14.2	KGF Constitution 

The Clerk had previously circulated an updated KGF constitution which was agreed with a minor change that wording was changed to “both councils”

This was agreed and proposed by Cllr Pike and Seconded by Cllr Close

14.3	Accounts to date 
The bank account currently stood at £4364.
The income from cricket was £280 and football to date £305 with a further 17 matches scheduled to the end of October.
	
14.4	ROSPA
The Clerk updated that the ROSPA inspection would take place this month and that some equipment would fail
	
14.5	 Play Equipment

The Clerk proposed that an article was placed in the Chronicle requesting what new equipment is required in the play area. Providers of equipment currently had special offers and now is the time to look at replacements when grant money was also available. This was agreed by all.

15. Any Other Business

Cllr Close advised that the old Chute website was still active and caused confusion. Cllr Pike asked if a link could be made directing traffic to the new website. The Clerk will investigate this with Mr Falla.

No further business was raised and the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.20hrs

Date of Next Meeting November 19th 2015
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