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Kiiltiir Mozaigi Kuala Lumpur
Kuala Lumpur: A Cultural Mosaic

Yazi Story - Narina Exelby

Yaklagik 70 alisveris merkeziyle diinyanin en biiyiik ahigverisg
destinasyonlarindan biri olan Kuala Lumpur'un misafirlerine ashindacokdaha
fazlasii sundugunu kesfettim. Burasi essizlezzetleri, harika miizeleri, ilging
mimariyapilarnve capcanliniifusuyla bir gelenin bir daha gelmesini saglyor.

Withalmost70 malls crammed intoits city limits, Kuala Lumpuris one of theworld’s
bestshopping destinations but, I have discovered, there is somuch more to the city.
With the astounding culinary offerings, as well as excellent museums, interesting

architecture and vibrant communities it keeps travelers coming back again and again.

ala Lumpur'un ufuk ¢izgisi ¢elik ve camdan

[< zarif gokdelenler ve goz alici 1s1klarla bezeli.

Nispeten soluk kdseleri de olmakla birlikte Ku-

ala Lumpur, sehre adini veren “¢camurlu nehir agzi'yla

koyu bir karsithik olusturan, elle tutulur bir gosteris ve

enerjiye de sahip. Ancak sehre daha yakindan baktig-

nizda ¢ok kiiltiirlii gegmisini detaylica yansitip yiicelt-
tigini de goriiyorsunuz.

180071erin sonunda kalayin bulunmasiyla birlikte
bolgeye akin eden Arap tiiccarlar, Britanyali somiirge-
ciler, Cinli tacirler ile Hindistanl ve Malezyal: is¢iler
Asya'nin hizla gelisen sehirlerinden birini kurmus
oldu. fslamin etkileri Kuala Lumpur'un modern mi-
mari 6rneklerinin biiyiik bir kisminda agik¢a goriilii-
yorve goz alic1 kolonyal yapilar hala ayakta. Kii¢iik Hin-
distan ve Cin Mahallesi (Petaling Sokak Pazar'ni ihmal
etmeyin derim) gibi bélgelerin hareketli niifusu sik ve
cagrisimh oldugu kadar miitevazi bir kentsel doku da
olusturarak sehre hayat katiyor.

“Kuala Lumpur, kiiltiirleri ve mutfaklar organik bir
potada eritiyor.” diyor sehrin yerlisi Henry Bong; ken-
disi Malezya'nin en saygin sanat koleksiyonerlerinden
ve geleneksel kumas uzmanlarindan biri. $ehrin kiil-
tiirel gesitliligi, damak tadina diiskiin gezginler icin
adeta bir liituf. Yerel mutfak sahnesiyle tanigmanin
en ideal yoluysa Food Tour Malaysia'yla bir aksam ge-
cirmek. Rehberiniz sizi kalabaliktan ari restoranlara
gotiirerek sokak tezgahlarindaki lezzetlerin i yiizii-
nil anlatacak. “En sevdigim sokak yiyecegi baharath
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steel-and-glass skyscrapers and dazzling ligh-

ts. Of course it has dingy corners, but KL also
has a tangible sense of glamor and energy - a stark
contrast to the “mud estuary” that gave the city its
name. When you look closer, however, you'll notice
that the city also very carefully reflects and celebra-
tes its multicultural roots.

The Arab traders, British colonialists, Chinese
merchants and Indian and Malaysian workers who
flocked to the area when tin was discovered in the
late 1800s established a city that’s blossomed into
one of the fastest growing in Asia. There are strong
Islamic influences in much of KL's modern archite-
cture, and grand colonial buildings still stand. The
animated personalities of Little India and China
Town (don’t miss the Petaling Street market) bring
life to the city, creating an urban environment that
is as down to earth as it is chic and evocative.

“KLis an organic melting pot of cultures and food,”
says resident Henry Bong, one of Malaysia's most res-
pected art collectors and experts on traditional texti-
les. The city’s cultural diversity makes it heaven for
foodies, and a great introduction to the culinary sce-
ne is to spend an evening with Food Tour Malaysia.
Your guide will take you to off-the-beaten-track eate-
ries and give you the lowdown of offerings at street
stalls. “My favorite street food is Sarawak laksa, a spi-
cy noodle soup,” says Bong. “Traveling chef Anthony

Kuala Lumpur’s skyline is dominated by sleek
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1909yilindayapilan
Jamek Camii, sehirdeki
eneskicami.

Builtin 1909, Jamek
Mosque is the oldest
mosque inthe city.
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Petronas Kuleleri,
2004 yilinakadar
diinyanin enyiiksek
gokdeleniunvanina
sahipti.

Until 2004, Petronas
Towersweretheworld's
tallest skyscrapers.

bir tiir eriste ¢orbasi olan sarawak laksa.” diyor Bong.
“Gezgin sef Anthony Bourdain bu yemegi 'mitolojik
tanrilara yarasir bir kahvalt:' olarak tanimliyor. $ehrin
sokak mutfaginin bir harikas: diyebiliriz.” Aligveris
merkezleriyle dolu bir bolge olan Bukit Bintang'da Ja-
lan Alor her aksam popiiler bir gece pazan diizenleye-
rek Asya'nin dort bir yanindan lezzetler sunuyor.

Enfes bir kahvalti i¢in bir bagka seceneginiz de roti
chenai (korili pide) ve teh tarik (demli ve tath ¢ay); g6z
boyamaktansa yiyeceklerinin kalitesine odaklanan
miitevaz1 bir Hint lokantas1 olan SK Corner’da her
iki lezzeti giin boyunca bulabilirsiniz. Kuala Lumpur
buna benzer sadelikte kaliteli restoranlarla bezeli
ama biraz daha liiks bir gastronomi deneyimi pesin-
deyseniz buradaki en iyi dim sum’'u yiyeceginiz Man-
darin Oriental’daki klasik Kanton restorani Lai Po
Heen'e 6gle yemegi icin rezervasyon yaptirabilirsiniz.
Ritz-Carlton'da hararetli bir kuartetin ezgileri esligin-
de bes cay listenizde mutlaka yer almal1. Sayis1z ¢ay
¢esidini bir arada bulabileceginiz seremonide sandvig,
hamur isi, makaron ve taze ¢orek gibi ikramlar da bu-
lunuyor.

Majestic Hotel'de misafirlerini simartacak giizel-
likte bir bes ¢ay1 (bu seremoni Kuala Lumpur'un kolon-
yal gecmisinden miras popiiler bir gelenek) seremoni-
si var. Kagirmamanizi tavsiye ederim zira otelin asil
kanadi kolonyal mimarinin giizel bir 6rnegi; giines
kaskl, safari giysili komiler artik gegmiste kalmuis bir
donemi basaryla yansitiyor.

Kuala Lumpur kiiltiirel ¢esitliligini ve mirasini yan-
sitan ilging binalarla dolu. Sehrin en ¢arpici kolonyal
yapilarindan bir digeriyse Magribi esintileri tasiyan
eski tren istasyonu. Sayisiz gozlii ve at nali kemerli
hasmetli bir bina bu. 1957'de Malezya'nin bagimsizli-
gin1ilan ettigi Merdeka Meydani, Instagram’lik bina-
larla gevrili; St. Mary Katedrali, Royal Selangor Club ve
en giizelleri olup Magribi/Mogol etkileri tasiyan Sul-
tan Abdul Samad Binast. “Malezya'nin Islami mirasina
sayg1 durusunda bulunan, muhtesem bir koloni déne-
mi yapisl.” diyor Bong. Binanin kemerleri ve kubbeleri
gece saatlerinde ytizlerce kiigtik 151kla aydinlatiliyor.
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Bourdain has called this dish 'breakfast of the gods.'It
truly is a gem in the city’s culinary street offerings.”
Every evening Jalan Alor in Bukit Bintang (a district
jam-packed with malls) hosts a popular night market,
offering food from across Asia.

Another tasty breakfast is roti chenai (flatbread
dipped in curry) and teh tarik (strong, sweet tea),
served all day at SK Corner, a simple Indian eatery
that makes up in flavor for what it lacks in finesse.
There are many unassuming but good restaurants
like this around KL, but if you're after a more luxuri-
ous food experience then reserve alunch table at Lai
Po Heen, the Mandarin Oriental’s classic Cantonese
restaurant known to serve the best dim sum in Ku-
ala Lumpur. Also, afternoon tea at the Ritz-Carlton
- taken to the sultry tunes of a quartet - is an abso-
lute must. The range of teas here is remarkable and
the elegant tower of teatime treats includes delicate
sandwiches, pastries, macaroons and fresh scones.

The Majestic Hotel also offers a lavish afternoon
tea - a popular legacy from KL's colonial past - and
it's worth a visit because the original wing of the
hotel is a fine example of colonial architecture (sa-
fari-suited bellboys wearing pith helmets seal the
atmosphere of that bygone era).

Kuala Lumpur is a city packed with interesting
buildings that also reflect the city’s cultural diver-
sity and history. One of its most distinctive colonial
structures is the Moorish-inspired old train station,
a stately building characterized by rows of keyhole
and horseshoe arches. Merdeka Square (where Ma-
laysian independence was declared in 1957) is sur-
rounded by Instagram-worthy buildings: St Mary's
Cathedral, the Selangor Club and, the most beauti-
ful, the Moorish/Mogul-inspired Sultan Abdul Sa-
mad Building. “It’s a great colonial-era building that
honors the Islamic heritage of Malaysia,” says Bong.
At night the arches and domes of the building are
accentuated by rows of fairy lights.

No trip to Kuala Lumpur would be complete wit-
hout a visit to the iconic Petronas Towers. You can
enjoy a close-up view of the Islamic design-inspired
towers from the adjacent park, where there are plenty
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Tiirk Hava Yollariile IST > KUL
10sa25dk

Tirk Hava Yollar, istanbul-Kuala
Lumpur arasinda her giin karsilikli
direkt seferler diizenliyor.

Fly Turkish Airlines IST = KUL
10 h 25 min

Turkish Airlines has daily round-trip
direct flights between Istanbul and
Kuala Lumpur.

\ turkishairlines.com /
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1- Geleneksel

aligveris magazalan
Malezya, Avrupave

Cin mimarisindenizler
tasiyor.

Traditional shopping
centers beartraces of
Malaysian, European and
Chinese architectural
styles.

2- Batu Magaralari,
Hindular igcin 6nemli bir
ibadet merkezi.

Batu Cavesarean
important sanctuary for
Hindu believers.

3- Yerel lezzetleri
tatmak isterseniz
denemeye karidesli
prawn laksaile
baslayin.

Start exploring the local
cuisine with prawn /aksa.
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Kuala Lumpur'a gidip de simge Petronas Kuleleri'ni
ziyaret etmeden dénmek olmaz. islami tasarim anlay1-
sindan esintiler tasiyan bu kulelere yakindan bakmak
icin banklarda, golgelik agaclarin altinda oturabilir ve
oyun alanlariyla dolu hemen yanindaki parka gidebi-
lirsiniz. Her aksam alt1 ile on bir arasinda park ve kule-
ler arasinda keyifli bir su ve 151k gosterisi diizenleniyor.

Batu Magaralari, Kuala Lumpur'un cazip nokta-
larindan bir digeri. 43 metre yiiksekligindeki Hindu
tanrsi Lord Murugan'in etkileyici altin heykeli kireg
tasindan bir tepenin eteginde duruyor. Magaralara
ulasan (ve bitmeyecekmis gibi goriinen) basamaklar
¢ikanlar genis bir tavan altinda dizili Hindu tanrlari-
nin parlak renkli heykelleriyle 6diillendiriliyor.

Batu Magaralar1 her y1l milyonlarca Hindu tarafin-
dan ziyaret ediliyor; sehrin Misliiman niifusu i¢in en
onemli yer ise iilkenin bagimsizliginin bir sembolil
olarak inga edilen ve islam sanatinin ve mimarisinin
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of benches, shady trees and playgrounds. Every eve-
ning from 6 pm until 11 pm there’s a spectacular foun-
tain-and-light show between the park and the towers.
Batu Caves is another of KL's biggest charms. Here,
an impressive 43-meter-high golden statue of Hindu
god Lord Murugan stands at the base of a limestone
hill; those who climb the (many!) steps to the caves
are rewarded with views of the brightly painted statu-
es of Hindu deities standing under a vast ceiling.
While millions of Hindu devotees visit Batu Ca-
ves every year, the most important place for KL's
Muslim community is the National Mosque of
Malaysia, built as a symbol of the country’s inde-
pendence. It’s a grand mosque decorated with the
delicate details that characterize Islamic art and arc-
hitecture - more of which can be seen over the road
at the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia, home to an
exquisite collection of Islamic decorative arts.
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Kuala Lumpur'un simgesi
haline gelen Petronas
Kuleleri'nin gelik ve cam
cephesi islami sanatlarda
goriilen motiflerden
esinlenerek tasarlandi.
Asymbol of Kuala Lumpur, the
Petronas Towers' steel and
glass facade was designed
to resemble motifs found in
Islamic art.




karakteristik ve zarif detaylariyla bezenen hey-
betli Malezya Ulusal Camii. Bu siislemelerin daha
fazlasini Islami dekoratif sanatlara dair seckin bir
koleksiyona sahip Malezya Islam Sanatlar1 Miize-
si'nde gorebilirsiniz.

Bong'un diinyanin dort bir yanindaki sanat kolek-
siyonerleri tarafindan takdir edilen miizesi Pucuk Re-
bung Gallery-Museum etkileyici bir Malezya sanati,
eserleri ve kumaslan koleksiyonuna sahip. Dedigine
gore miizenin hemen yanindaki kafe de sehirdeki en
iyi sarawak laksa'y1 yapiyor. Ulusal Kumasg Miizesi,
Malezya'nin dokuma gelenegine 151k tutuyor; sergi-
lenen kumaslar ve saronglan (bir tiir pestamal) ¢ok
begenirseniz Central Market'ta bulmaniz miimkiin.
Malezya sanat ve zanaatlarini tanimak ve hediyelik
esyaalmakicin ideal bir yer olan pazar ayn1 zamanda
kolonyal mimarinin de bir diger zarif 6rnegi.

Asagidan bakildiginda Kuala Lumpur'un mira-
sin1 olusturan unsurlar ¢esitli oldugu kadar daginik
da goriinebilir; bu nedenle mozaigi en iyi sekilde
deneyimlemenin yolu sehre yukaridan bakmak. KL
Tower'in seyir terasindan bakildiginda tiim pargalar
bir araya geliyor; bir zamanlarin ¢amurlu sularn-
dan yiikselen bu kent gokdelenler ve biiyiik sehir
151klan arasinda saklanan ve anlasilmasi gii¢ bir de-
rinlige sahip.

Tiiyolar ¢ Tips

Kuala Selangor Kuala Selangor

Doga Parki Nature Park

Sehirden 60 kmuzakliktaki -~ 60 kmfrom KL, you'll

bu parktaglimis langur have achanceto see gray
maymunlarini, brahminy langurs, brahminy kites,
caylagini, denizkartallanni - seaeaglesand, ifyou’re
ve sanslysanizfirtina lucky, astorm stork. Head
leylegini gorebilirsiniz. tothis mangrove reserve,
Bumangrovrezervine andyou'llreturn with
yapacaginizbir ziyaretle renewed appreciation for
Ozel ekosistemlerini, mangrove ecosystems,
atesboceklerinive deniz fireflies, and seafood
Urlind restoranlarini da restaurants.

kesfedebilirsiniz. . .
Shopping delight

Aligveris sefasi o Suria KLCC, the six-floor
Petronas Kuleleri'nin mall atthe base of the
altindakialti katli aligveris Petronas Towers, isagood

merkezi SuriaKLCCve optionforluxury brands,
pgpulelr Buk|lt Blnltlang asis Pavilioninthetrendy
baigesindeki Pavilion Bukit Bintang district.

ltiks markalarigin dogru

aq res. Malezye}l'mn ?n LowYat Plaza, isyour
blytkteknolojimagazasi best bet for electronics.

LowYatPlaza,elektronik — cpinatown and Little India
meraklilarninugrak noktasr. . . .

. . o districts offerfun market
CinMahallesive Kiigiik shooping experiences
Hindistan da keyifli bir pazar ppINg &xp )
alisverisi vadediyor. Pamperyourself
Kendinizisimartin Easeinto holiday mode

Grand Hyatt'taki Essa withanhour-long
Spaldabirsaatlikbirmasaja MassageatEssaSpa

Malaysia’s largest IT mall,

tatil modunagirin. Buradaki ~ atthe Grand Hyatt. The
kirlerin kokeni Malezya'nin treatment§ are basgd on
ramuan ritieline dayaniyor. the Malaysian practice of
Buritlielde bitkiler sifall ramuan, where plants are
etkilerine gére secilerek selected and combined for
\_harmanlaniyor. theirhealthful effects.
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Bong's own Pucuk Rebung Gallery-Museum,
revered by art collectors around the world, hosts
a fascinating collection of Malaysian art, artifacts
and textiles (and the café next door, Bong says,
makes the best Sarawak laksa in KL). The National
Textile Museum also gives wonderful insight into
Malaysia’s traditional art of weaving; visitors will
leave with a new appreciation for fabric and sa-
rongs, both of which are sold at Central Market, a
center for Malaysian art and crafts (and souvenirs)
and another fine example of colonial architecture.

From ground level the pieces of Kuala Lum-
pur’s heritage might seem as scattered as they
are varied, so the best way to put the mosaic
together is to view the city from above. From the
viewing deck at KL Tower it becomes obvious:
between the skyscrapers and big city lights, there
is an intricate depth to this place that rose from
muddy waters.
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1- Kuala Lumpur'un
15 km kuzeyindeki
doga harikasi Batu
Magaralari'ni her giin
binlerce kisi ziyaret
ediyor.

Fifteen kilometers north
of Kuala Lumpur, the
natural wonder of Batu
Caves are visited by
thousands of people
every day.

2- Aligverig igin zaman
ayirabilecekseniz Bukit
Bintang bélgesinde
sizinigin pek cok
secenekvar.

Ifyou have time for
shopping, there are
many options in the Bukit
Bintang district.
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