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April 2017

April Worship 2017
Unless noted otherwise, all services are at 9:30 am.
April 2: Ezekiel in the Valley Ezekiel 37: 1-14 The prophet is set in the midst of a valley
of bones and asked, “Can these bones live?” When we are all dried up, God still makes a
way…
April 9: The Triumphant Entry Palm Sunday arrives with the celebration
of Christ’s entry into Jerusalem. Join us for the festival of palms as we sing,
“Hosanna to the Son of David.” The Holy Week observance begins.
April 13: Maundy Thursday – 7:00 pm Jesus teaches us to “Love one
Another” through the washing of feet and the breaking of bread. Join us at
table as we observe the Last Supper and celebrate communion; then travel
with Christ to Gethsemene. The Stripping of the Altar will conclude the
service as we recall Christ’s crucifixion and death.
April 14: Good Friday Worship 12 noon at Perkasie Mennonite Church,
Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo, preaching. We gather to mark Good Friday as a day
of penitence and atonement as Christ takes the punishment for our sins by
dying on the cross.
April 16: Easter Sunday 9:30 am. Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! Come
and worship as we gather at the empty tomb and give praise and worship to our
God who is powerful enough to even overcome death! The sacrament of
Communion will be observed and we will be blessed with the music of our
Sunday School Singers, our Sr. Choir and our Handbell Choir!
April 23: The First Sunday in Easter The disciples encounter the risen Christ, but
Thomas is not among them. How do we worship when, like Thomas, we only
believe if we will see?
April 30: The Second Sunday of Easter On the road to Emmaus, a stranger becomes
a source of hope and new life. Come and journey with us as our eyes are opened!
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:
He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”—John 20: 15
I know many people who are wrestling with their faith in these weeks of Lent; trying to hold on to
hope in the midst of life’s turmoils:
*Struggling with personal illness or the illness and decline of a loved one.
*Grieving the loss of relationships; the death of a loved one; or the shifting of one’s hopes and
dreams.
*Pained at the suffering of youth and adults in addiction; broken and in fear due to domestic
abuse; shattered inside from life’s journey and the fractured suffering of one’s self esteem.
*Feeling despair at the levels of anger and separation that seem to divide people, religions, and
communities through rhetoric and acts that break apart rather than seek to build up the society
in which we live.
*Uncertain about the future; about vocation; or educational choices; perhaps feeling trapped by
the expectations or dreams of others and in jeopardy of losing those dreams and aspirations of
our own.
When the safety, the security, and the comfort of what we know are taken away, it is easy to
understand the position of Mary at the tomb on that Easter morning long ago. We have the gift of
hindsight—knowing that the empty tomb meant Christ’s triumph over death and suffering, sin and
pain. But in those early moments of Easter Sunday, Mary stood at the grave of one who was most
important in her life and saw emptiness, which only reinforced the loss she was already feeling at
Jesus’s death. Not only was his life gone; now his body was missing too. And she felt despair and
grief; unable to see through the tears.
We are like that sometimes; especially when we are one of those wrestling with our faith in
situations like those above. We feel cold; alone; perhaps fearful; sad; broken; lost; and it is hard to
step back and see anything else.
The angels tending the empty tomb ask Mary why she weeps; but she cannot see the miracle of
God’s possibilities in that moment because she presumes they are there to weep too, or to honor
where Christ once was. She exclaims her exasperation: “They have taken my LORD and I don’t
know where they have put him!” Then Mary turns and weeps more—only to encounter Christ
himself who asks, “Woman, why are you weeping?” And she is still so caught up in the emotion
and the loss that it is only the emptiness she sees…
Ever been there? Maybe you are there now? When the world feels dark and jumbled? When it
seems as if the sun will never rise or the tunnel never end? Overwhelmed or unable to focus?
When it feels as if God has left the building and we are on our own.
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Then, like a phone ringing in the night, we are jolted by a word; a presence; a circumstance—
maybe even a sight, smell, or sound and suddenly things pop back into focus. Hope returns. Faith
grows.
A stranger; a loved one; a friend; a movie; a book; the wind rustling in the trees….something
suddenly opens our eyes from the tunnel vision and we see; really see!
“Mary,” Jesus says.
Personal. Intimate. Knowing.
He gets us.
In that instant there is recognition. Resurrection! Jesus is alive. Her eyes open. And ours can, do,
and will too!
God has been there working all along. God is right there beside us—especially in the emptiness:
In the empty tomb. In our grief and despair. In all of our circumstances.
We worship a God who does not leave us in the hands of sin and death or struggle and loss.
The stones are rolled away; salvation comes anew; life begins again; and our spiritual life is
invigorated.
And we believe that even when our mortal life does, in fact, end; that new life still follows.
There is hope.
Hope for personal, relational, physical, spiritual, and emotional healing.
Life after is different; is new.
The good news of Easter? It’s not in the emptiness. It is in the “A-ha!”
The “A-ha” that God; that light; that life; that love; have the final word and overcome all things
both in this world, and the next…
Have hope that the stones of this life will roll away and be replaced by the light of Easter’s dawn!
See you in church,

Pastor Jeff
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UPCOMING EVENTS
ALL CHURCH BREAKFAST
Good Friday, April 14th at 8:30am

Friday “Fellows” Fellowship
April 7 & May 5 at 7:00am

The Friday “Fellows” Fellowship
invites All Women, Children and Men
to a morning of breakfast and fellowship

Join the “men of St. Stephen’s” for a
morning of breakfast and fellowship.
For more information, contact Dave
Alexander at 215-257-7019.

Sign-up sheet is on the table in the
Ehrhart Hall Narthex. For more
information, contact Dave Alexander at
215-257-7019.

Progressive Dinner: tentative date of
May 6th. There will be a sign-up sheet
coming in April. If any questions
contact, Pat Donahue: 215-257-7636 or
email: Patsy07h@gmail.com

SPRING CLEAN-UP
Inside & Outside
Saturday, May 6
10:00am-2:00pm
Outside - We need anyone willing to get
their hands dirty to help with pulling weeds,
spreading new mulch, trimming bushes,
planting leftover bulbs from Easter and
general yard work.
Please bring shovels, clippers, trimmers,
wheel barrows, rakes or any other yard tool
you may want to use.
Inside – For those who like to help inside,
we will be doing inside Spring Cleaning in the
Kitchen and around the church.
Donuts and coffee will be provided.
Contact: Ken Schaefer at 215-257-9157

Saturday, April 22, 2017
The Boys in the Boat
by Daniel James Brown
This nonfiction book reads like a novel. Centered
around the life of Joe Rantz— a farm boy from the
Pacific Northwest who was literally abandoned as a
child—and set during the Great Depression. In
1936, the University of Washington’s eight-oar
crew team raced its way to the Berlin Olympics for
an opportunity to challenge the greatest in the
world. How this team, largely composed of rowers
from “foggy coastal villages, damp dairy farms, and
smoky lumber towns all over the state,” managed
to work together and sacrifice toward their goal of
defeating Hitler’s feared racers is half the story.
The other half is equally fascinating, as Brown
seamlessly weaves in the story of crew itself. This is
fast-paced and emotional nonfiction about
determination, bonds built by teamwork, and what
it takes to achieve glory. —Chris Schluep
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Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School

Helper / Camp Preparation Sign-up

Register now and bring your friends
for an exciting summer of imagination!!

Please consider lending a hand this
summer with Vacation Bible School.

July 9-13 from 6:30-8:30 pm.
Name ______________________________
Phone # _____________________________
Email ______________________________
Camp Preparation:
_____ Create decorations
_____ Provide supplies

_____ Decorate church
_____ Publicity

During our Fun Fair:
_____ Crafts
_____ Music
_____ Worship
_____ Mission
_____ Photographer

_____ Drama
_____ Games
_____ Science
_____ Snacks
_____ Greeter/
Registration
_____ Shepherding children to stations

St. Stephen’s UCC.
July 9-13, 2017
6:30-8:30 pm
Child #1 Name ________________________________
Grade
Birthdate_________Age:_______Completed________
Child #2 Name _________________________________
Grade
Birthdate__________Age:_____Completed________
Child #3 Name ________________________________
Grade
Birthdate__________Age:_____Completed________
Address:_____________________________________

Phone#__________________Email_________________
Parent(s) Name
_____________________________________________
Emergency
Phone#_______________________________________
Allergies or other important information: ___

Church
Affiliation:____________________________________
Please complete this form and place
it in the offering plate or in
Donna Wimmer’s mailbox. Thank you!

Please complete this form and place it in the offering
plate or in Donna Wimmer’s mailbox. Thank you!
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MISSION / OUTREACH

Phoebe Ministries
“Celebration of Hope”

Ways to Support
PHOEBE RICHLAND AUX.

Keystone’s annual banquet and auction event
will be held on April 7 - 6:00p.m. at the Indian
Valley Country Club. This special evening
highlights the work of Keystone over the past
year, recognizes many key volunteers and
supporters and provides a fun night of
fellowship. Guests have the opportunity to bid
on a large variety of items to raise funds for the
mission of Keystone. An assortment of sports
tickets, trips, gift certificate packages and
creative gift baskets guarantees everyone can
go home with a treasure knowing they have
supported Keystone. Call the Keystone office
215-723-5430x121 to place your reservation.

1.

You can purchase Wawa coupons for a
shortie hoagie for $4.00.

2.

You can become a member for $5.00
Annual Membership or $25.00 Life
Membership. You don’t have to do
anything, unless you like to come out to a
meeting. Meetings are held every other
month, the first Monday at 7 PM (April,
June, August, October, December &
February). We would love to see you
there.

Church World Service
Cleanup Buckets
Don't forget the Prayer shawl ministry.
Making or donating yarn is very helpful.
Any questions see or talk to Pat Donahue.

On the clothesline outside Ehrhart Hall,
there are tags of supplies needed for our
Lenten collection to assemble buckets
for disaster relief. Please take a tag and
items may be brought before April 9th.
Buckets will be assembled on Palm
Sunday.

If you know of anyone needing a visit,
contact Pastor Jeff, Pat or Ed Donahue. If
you would like to join the visitation team
and have any questions, please contact
Pastor Jeff, Pat or Ed Donahue.
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Our Church Family
APRIL BIRTHDAYS
04/01
04/04
04/05
04/08
04/10
04/11
04/13
04/14
04/15
04/17
04/18
04/22
04/23
04/25
04/26
04/27
04/30

Congratulations
Congratulations

Dorothy Koffel, Sarah Gerhart
Robert Ockenfuss Jr.
Kristen Hardner Zaharuk
Patty Madara
Donald Stewart
Elizabeth Boone, Raina Merl
Dottie Egan, Gail Smeraldi
Robert Hardner
Kenneth Hager
Julian Birnbaum
Dorothy Wieder, Claire Wehrheim
Gail Griffo, Raymond Mumbauer,
Karen Phillips, Brenda Mergenthaler,
Ryan Phillips
Heather Winn
Jean Dager, Janelle Ketterer
Charlene Keim, Kristen Egan
Scott Kingsbauer, Shane Hartzell,
Alex Cosner
Jeffrey Wimmer

Colin Jason Burke
Child of Nara and Daniel Burke
Born on March 12, 2013

Connor Richard Egan
Child of Brian and Meridith Egan
Born on September 19, 2016

Alexander Scott Reagan
Child of Leslie Slingsby and Brian Reagan
Born on August 29, 2011

Gavin Keith Reagan
Child of Leslie Slingsby and Brian Reagan
Born on December 27, 2012

Happy Birthday and
God’s Blessings

These children were baptized on
Sunday, March 26, 2017.

HAPPENINGS IN THE PSEC

Pennsylvania Southeast Conference & UCC

The PSEC Annual Spring Meeting will
be held on June 9-11, at West
Chester University, West Chester, PA
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KIDS STUFF:
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St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street
Perkasie PA 18944
Return Service Requested

Time Sensitive Materials
Mailed:

Please visit our website at
www.thessperkasie.org
for the latest information from St.
Stephen’s UCC.
St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street, Perkasie, PA 18944
215-257-6460
www.thessperkasie.org
Facebook: Saint Stephens UCC, Perkasie PA
Instagram: StStephensucc
Twitter: @Stephensuccperk
Email: office@thessperkasie.org
Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo - Pastor
Email: pastor@thessperkasie.org
Drop In Office Hours: Tues. 1:00-2:00 pm
Wednesday 9 am to 11 am
Jean Dager – Director of Music
Patricia Kimbel – Office Administrator
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:15am – 2:15pm

