Summer, 2017

CLA Annual Meeting is August 12
Tim Plude, DNR Invasive Species Specialist
is guest speaker
The 35th Annual Meeting of the Cullen Lakes Association
will be held Saturday, August 12 at Lutheran Church of
the Cross in Nisswa.
The meeting begins at 9 a.m. for your convenience in
attending and still having a full day for lake activities and
recreation. Registration with rolls and coffee and a chance
to view the exhibits begins at 8:30 a.m.
The highlight of this year’s meeting is a presentation by
Tim Plude, Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Specialist with
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). He will
address what we should expect to see on the Cullens with
the arrival of zebra mussels last year and he will discuss
what precautions we should continue to follow to prevent
any additional invasives from entering our waters.
Plude joined the Brainerd office in January following the
retirement of Dan Swanson last year. Plude has seven
years experience in AIS plant management and water
quality concerns. He previously worked in Hutchinson,
MN and in Wisconsin.
Plude noted that he grew up in northern Wisconsin in an
area similar to the Brainerd lakes area and is excited to be
here.
Following Plude’s presentation the CLA business meeting
will include an update on the treatment of curly-leaf
pondweed on the Cullens. At registration, attendees will
receive a booklet with 2017 financial information and
reports from the CLA committees. Members will be asked
to approve the 2018 budget and elect members of the
Board of Directors.
Your attendance and participation in the Annual
Meeting are encouraged. No reservations are needed.

Zebra mussels on the go!
by Ann Beaver

Zebra mussels don’t
move great distances on
their own.
Just a few
weeks after making the
transition from eggs to
larvae (veligers), they
begin to form shells and
attach themselves to
anything solid in the lake,
including vegetation, rocks, and other mussels or snails.
Once attached to something, they pretty much become
homebodies, only traveling when their home travels, be it
a boat hull, aquatic plant, dock or lift.
The microscopic veligers, however, are consummate
travelers, hitchhiking from lake to lake, unseen, in bait
buckets, live wells, bait wells, water intakes, and
anyplace else where water collects in a boat. They can
even be in the water in the bottom of a canoe or kayak
that has dripped off a paddle or been splashed into the
watercraft. For this reason, the DNR recently tested the
water in several places in Middle Cullen Lake to see if
any veligers were present. We don’t know the results of
the tests yet, but we should know by the Annual Meeting
on August 12.
Because of the strong current in the stream between
Middle and Lower Cullen Lakes, the veligers won’t get
into Middle Cullen from Lower Cullen without
hitchhiking.
Unfortunately, the odds of them
successfully making the trip are quite good, due to the
heavy traffic between the two lakes which traffic, by
nature, carries water from one lake to the other.
The CLA Board of Directors asks everyone to be on the
lookout, especially this fall when removing boats and
equipment from the lake, for zebra mussels attached to
these items or to other solids in the lake. If zebra
mussels are found, please notify Carol Lindahl or me so
we can track the spread of this invasive species.

Spring treatment of curly-leaf pondweed (CLP) again had good results
(The white areas on the maps below indicate the areas where CLP was treated. The red dots indicate areas where one to
more than ten CLP plants were found in the post treatment survey.)
On May 18 Clarke Aquatic Services treated four areas in Lower Cullen Lake for CLP. The size of the treated areas
ranged from 5.12 to 8.41 acres and totaled 26.19 acres. On June 21 Clarke performed a post-treatment survey to
determine the effectiveness of the
treatments. They found very little live CLP
within the treated areas, with two
exceptions: an area in the northwest part of
the lake where there were two small pockets
of CLP that didn’t get good control and a
small pocket at the edge of the treatment
area near the channel to Middle Cullen that
didn’t get adequate coverage. Adjustments
will be made next year to ensure better
control in these areas. The points along the
south shore we're mostly sporadic plants
and not pods that could be easily treated.
On May 15 Clarke treated four areas in
Middle Cullen Lake for CLP. The size of
the areas ranged from 0.79 to 14.54 acres
and totaled 18.41 acres. They did their
post-treatment survey on June 20 and found
minimal live CLP within the treatment
areas. They found many areas of CLP
throughout the lake, but most are either
sporadic plants or areas of not high enough
density to be effectively treated chemically.
They did, however, find a new area with
high densities of CLP.
This area is
indicated by the red arrow and is in what
many call “Reed’s Bay”. This area will be
assessed next spring for possible treatment.
On May 18 Clarke treated four areas in
Upper Cullen Lake for CLP. The size of the
areas ranged from 4.09 to 17.50 acres and
totaled 33.16 acres. Clarke performed its
post-treatment survey on June 20. During
the survey they found very little CLP lake
wide. Only eight locations were found and
in those areas the CLP was only a few
plants. While this may look like the CLP
nuisance problem has been solved in Upper
Cullen, it is too early to make that
determination. The CLP turions (seeds) can
remain viable in the lakebed for years
before germinating, so Clarke will have to
continue to perform its early spring survey
to determine if and where there are pods of
actively growing CLP that should be
treated. It would be a shame to have made
this much progress in the lake and then let it
backslide simply because we thought we
were on top of things.

Fishing on the Cullens
by Dan Meixner

Fishing varies widely from day to
day and lake to lake based on
numerous factors, as anyone who
fishes periodically can tell you. On
the three Cullens it is no different.
Hopefully, the following tips will help us all enjoy better
fishing experiences going forward, even if we don't
always catch a trophy or our limit.
First and foremost, catch and release of the larger fish of
each species will help the future reproduction on our
lakes and help develop a larger size structure. The larger
fish are generally the ones supporting most of the natural
reproduction. Perhaps taking just enough fish for a meal
or two rather than enough to fill a freezer would be a
more prudent goal. Releasing any fish beyond that goal,
especially the larger ones, will help improve the size
structure of the fish. DNR fish survey results and a
summary of the size structure of the fish in our lakes can
be found on our website. Links to the DNR page are also
included at (www.cullenlakesassoc.org) under the
Board / Fisheries Committee Page and the Lakes Page.
The DNR is still on track with plans to increase the
northern limit on area lakes as of the May 2018 Fishing
Opener. Projected plans are for a 10 northern limit with a
protected slot length of 22"-26". It also would allow for 2
fish over 26". These may change slightly when they
become official next May, and our website will be
updated when it becomes official. If it does occur next
opener, we can definitely help our northern pike
populations by taking many of the fish under 22" and
eating them or pickling them. Upper Cullen would
benefit most from this due to the large numbers of small
fish. It can be a fun experience catching many fish in an
outing, especially if you are taking kids or someone to
new fishing. The activity can help pique their interest
going forward. If you are worried about bones in the
northerns, it is only slightly more difficult to remove the
extra row of "Y" bones than it is the ribs. Practiced a few
times it becomes easier. There are many videos on
YouTube showing ways to do it. Feel free to contact me
if you have any questions related to removing the “Y”
bones.
Currently, we have no special fishing regulations in effect
on any of the three Cullens.
Fishing regulations in MN relating to rough fish (dogfish/
bowfin, carp, suckers …) are as follows:
*If caught and you don’t intend to use them in some
fashion, they must be released back.
*If taken by archery, they must not be put back or left on
the shoreline. They must be taken when you leave the
lake or shore area and disposed of away from the lake or
river.

Recently several Cullen Lakes residents reported a loud
boat fishing well after midnight with spotlights and a
generator running. This was most likely someone bow
fishing. This has happened in previous years, also. I
know all those bright lights and generator noise are
bothersome, and if they get too bad you can call the
Sheriff and he will talk to them about the proximity to
shore and houses. There are decibel limits on the noise
and the boats have to be 150 feet from occupied
structures to shoot the bow or it is not only dangerous
but it is illegal. It is legal to fish this way only for rough
fish like carp and suckers. If they are taking anything
else the DNR or sheriff should be notified.

MNDOT Hwy. 371 Project review meeting
by Jack McNamara

Fellow CLA Board member Jim Kostreba and I attended
the review meeting held in Pequot Lakes June 15 to
clarify a few concerns about the Highway 371 expansion
project and to get an update from the construction
representative. Keep in mind anyone can go to the
MNDOT website and read their latest changes and
schedule. Here are a few concerns addressed at the
meeting:
*The Cullen Creek bridge (or concrete culvert) is 16 feet
wide and the height is designed to be the same as the
former culvert from the “high water” level to the inside
height of the new culvert.
*The new Paul Bunyan Trail bridge at Wilderness Road /
CR-107 is rated 15 tons capacity, which is the DNR
minimum for this trail. It will not be painted.
*The Paul Bunyan Trail going north from the bridge is
ADA compliant (less than 5 degree slope).
*There are landscape grants available through the DNR
for additional tree planting, etc. The MNDOT landscape
improvements will not begin before 2019.
*U-turns will be permitted at Hwy. 371 and Wilderness
Rd./CR-107; the “turn around” north of that intersection
has been eliminated.
*The drain from the overflow retention pond at Hwy.
371 & Lower Cullen Rd. is for “catastrophic” rains and
is approved by the MPCA (although it drains directly
into Lower Cullen) and, per the MPCA, the chances of
this happening are extremely slim.
*There are no noise abatement barriers planned at this
time.
*The overall schedule is for completion by Oct. 15,
2017.

Fourth of July boat parades
It was a beautiful day for a parade on the lakes! Reports
from Middle Cullen put the number of parading
watercraft at between 19 and 25.

Lower Cullen’s parade had 44 watercraft participating,
including the traditional waterskier carrying an American
flag and two flag bearing wakeboards.
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Water balloons and wildlife don’t mix
by Ann Beaver

After the Fourth of July boat parades I received several
phone calls and emails about the water balloon fights that
took place among several boats in the Lower Cullen boat
parade.
While water balloon fights can be great fun, they should
be reserved for on land, where the broken balloon pieces
can be picked up and disposed of. Balloons and balloon
pieces are often thought to be food by fish, waterfowl,
turtles, and birds and are ingested as such.
This
frequently results in the balloon material blocking their
airway and/or digestive tract which ends up killing the
creature by suffocation or starvation.
I’m sure that has never been the intent of those enjoying
the water balloon fights on the lake, but that is what all
too often happens as a result of the human fun. In
addition, many of the July 4th water balloon fight
balloons washed up on shorelines and had to be picked
up and disposed of by the shoreline owners.

Do you know why not to have a campfire on
the beach?
from a Whitefish Area Property Owners Association
(WAPOA) newspaper ad

The ashes that wash out of the pit during rainfall have an
adverse effect on the lake.
•

The ash contains calcium, phosphorus,
magnesium and other micronutrients that support
plant growth. So, the fire pit ashes promote
growth of plants and algae in the lake.

•

Please move your fire pit to at least 25 feet from
the lake to allow the run-off and ash to seep into
the ground and be filtered before the unwanted
chemicals run into the lake.

•

Also, clean your fire pit frequently to reduce the
amount of ash that could flow into the lake.

Please be responsible lake users and reserve your boat-to
-boat water fights to the use of water guns.

Midsummer loon
reports
As of July 11, Upper
Cullen has two loon pairs.
One pair has one chick
and one pair has two
chicks.
Also as of July 11,
Middle Cullen has three
loon pairs. The pair at the
east end of the lake has two chicks that are already pretty
big. The larger middle part of the lake has two loon
pairs, one with one chick and one with no chicks.
As of July 13, Lower Cullen has two loon pairs but no
chicks. The west end loons are still sitting on an egg, but
it’s getting too late for any chick that may yet hatch to
grow large and strong enough by ice up to be able to
migrate south.
It was also reported that the eagle’s nest on the county
property on Upper Cullen has two eaglets. They have
already begun to fly.

We all need to do our part to protect the lakes!

Currents on the Cullens
New owners
Brian & Nancy Hankins, Middle Cullen (M78)
Joseph & Suzanne Sullivan, Middle Cullen (M28)
Steven & Amanda Willis, Middle Cullen (M39
Deaths
George Zahhos, Lower Cullen (L9)

CULLEN LAKES ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 466
NISSWA, MN 56468
To protect, preserve, and enhance the three Cullen Lakes and
their environs in order to ensure the continued vitality of the
lakes, high quality fish and wildlife habitat, safe and healthful
family living, and the survival of these natural gifts for future
generations.
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