3021 E 71st Street
Indianapolis, IN 46220
www.NorthsideIndy.org

July 2018

In this Issue:
Game On!...................2
Kids............................3-4
Students....................4-5
Summer Events........... 6
Belize Trip.....................7
Missions News...........8-9
Covenant Foods...... 10
Calendar...................11
General Information.12
Groups & Classes..... 12
Members’ Meeting.. 12

VBS Details - page 2

e!

insid
Look

Vacation Bible School is for Everyone!

by Barbara Cross, Vision Editor
There’s something awe-inspiring about the way VBS comes together and brings the
church together every summer. Though our focus is on teaching the Bible and having a
great time with the kids age 4 to grade 6, Northside’s VBS effort includes everyone
age 0 to 100. In addition to the multitude of kids attending worship, Bible class, missions
& snack, music, recreation and crafts, we have volunteers who serve in the nursery,
kitchen, security, administration, decorating and teaching. Even our youth are eager
to be helpers wherever needed. VBS is one of those wonderful events where you see
all parts of the church body functioning in unity.
Whether or not you are enlisted as a volunteer, there’s one thing we all can and
should do - PRAY! Pray that God will protect and sanctify this week at Northside. Pray
that kids will understand the Gospel, believe in Christ as Savior, follow Him and grow in
their faith. That’s what it’s all about. We need the next generation to gear up for life’s
big game. Pray that our volunteers will all dedicate themselves to being the hands and feet
of Jesus this week as they serve. Pray for our Children’s Ministry Director, Karen White and
VBS Director, Julie MIchael, that they will have strength and wisdom from the Lord as they
oversee the preparation and fulfillment of VBS week. Pray for God to be glorified! Game on!
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Daily Content
Day 1: Jesus Cares About Me
Day 2: Jesus Gives Me Hope
Day 3: Jesus Helps Me Believe
Day 4: Jesus Loves Me
Day 5: Jesus Gives Me Joy
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Motto
Gear up!
Get ready!
Game On!

Theme Verse
His divine power has given
us everything required for
life and godliness through
the knowledge of him who
called us by his own glory
and goodness. 2 Peter 1:3
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Tuesday, July 10th is Chick Fil A day. Northside Kids and
families please join us at 11 AM at the Keystone Crossing location, 3802 E 82nd St, Indianapolis, IN 46240.
Dress like a Cow and get free chicken. We will follow
up by going to Riverwood Splash Pad. Join us!

Media Center and Check-In

Northside Kids check-in is moving to the Media Center
(Room C52). The Media Center is a great place to fellowship with other families. Thank you, Cheryl Piotrowski
and Grace Dowdy for your help organizing books! Parents and children can check out books, play with puzzles and get info about upcoming events. Beginning
July 1st stop by the Media Center and pick up a Lifeway
Summer Reading Journal to do with your children this
summer. When completed, drop it
off at Lifeway for a great PRIZE.
Summer R.E.A.D.
Reveal. Explore. Amaze. Discover.
God reveals Himself in Scripture, and
as you explore His Word, you’ll be
amazed and discover more of Him.
Join us on our 2018 summer reading
adventure to put on the full armor of
God, June 1 to Aug. 31. We want to
help you and your family promote
the love of reading in your home
as well as encouraging the love of
God’s Word through reading His
Scripture. This program is geared toward grades 1 through 6 and even
toddlers, ages 1 to 5, but all are welcome to join in the adventure.
CHALLENGE:
Read six books over the course of the summer and
memorize six Scripture verses.
REWARD:
Turn in a completed summer reading journal at your local LifeWay store to earn a free book and a free Bible.

Praise Factory in July

Children in grades 1-6 will worship with their parents
this month. They will also have the opportunity to SERVE
with their mom or dad in Children’s Church. What a
wonderful way to let the children see how they can use
their gifts to serve the Lord. Praise Factory will resume in
August. Please pray about becoming a volunteer with
our Northside Kids (birth-6th grade). We need YOU!
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Summer Book Study
Girls in Grades 7-12
Monday Nights in July
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
7:00-9:00 PM
This summer, Rachel Brock will be leading the youth
girls through In His Image by Jen Wilkin. Email Rachel at
rachelizbrock@gmail.com for more information.

In His Image

10 Ways God Calls us
to Reflect His Character
Sometimes we ask
“What is God’s will for
my life?” when we
should really be asking
“Who should I be?” The
Bible has an answer: Be
like the very image of
God.

Parents Night Out in
June was small but
mighty. Several families were either traveling or battling illness last
month, so we splashed
and played with whoever was available. A
big thanks to Miss Sandy
for helping Karen entertain our little ones while
parents enjoyed a night
out.

4

By exploring ten characteristics of who God
is—holy, loving, just,
good, merciful, gracious, faithful, patient,
truthful, and wise—this
book helps us understand who God intends for us to be. Through Christ, the
perfect reflection of the image of God, we will discover
how God’s own attributes impact how we live, leading
to freedom and purpose as we follow his will and are
conformed to his image.

Sunday Mornings, our Northside Student Ministry meets
upstairs in the Christian Life Center at 9:00 AM for Bible
Study. Contact our Associate Pastor, Nate Brock at
nbrock@northsideindy.org if you would like to be contacted about activities for students in grades 7-12.
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Praise the Lord for a great week at Youth Camp!
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On Friday, August 10, the Indianapolis Indians and Christian radio station ShineFM
celebrate Faith & Fellowship Night at Victory Field. The evening starts with a pregame
concert with The Narrow and a faith testimonial from an Indians player. Then, stay for
the game to enjoy a night of baseball overlooking the downtown skyline. Fireworks
will be featured as well.
First pitch is scheduled for 7:15 PM, with gates opening in time for the pregame concert at 5:30 PM. Fans who want to attend the pregame concert need a ticket for that
night’s game.
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Group discount tickets are $14/box seats and $8/lawn (no chairs allowed). Children
age 2 and under are free. Discount tickets must be ordered and paid for in advance
by July 22. Tickets will be distributed on July 29 and August 5.
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Mission to Belize

At the end of May, four men from Northside traveled
to Belize to minister with Reaching & Teaching. Senior Pastor Eric Martin, along with Kevin White, Andres
Nunez and Andrew Laubner went on this mission to
teach ministry leaders in the region surrounding Belize
City.
The pastors and church leaders were very attentive
and all four of our men were used by Christ to teach
effectively. The people who attended the classes expressed positive responses to the teaching. Andrew
Laubner says, “I was also blessed to lead a Bible study
at a local Baptist church in Belize City which lead to
hardy discussion and I was told at the end that the
passage of Scripture we studied, Psalm 62 verses 5
through 8, was exactly what their church needed to
hear.”
Some of the challenges in working with the people of
Belize are the high amount of poverty and the lack of
personal accountability among non-Christians. Pray
for the people of Belize and the surrounding region
to realize their need for Jesus as Savior. Pray for the
pastors and workers in the area who desire to preach
the gospel and bring a more abundant life to the
people. Northside is committed to partner with these
dedicated Christians and help them reach their world
for Christ.
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by Rick Clemens, Missionary to Scotland
Well they say time flies when you are having fun,
right? It hasn’t always been fun, it has certainly not
been easy and it has been the most challenging yet
also the most rewarding time of our lives.
Let me start from the beginning. I believe it was in
May of 2011 when an IMB missionary we all know and
love, Gena Wilson, came back to Northside Baptist
Church to give us an update on her ministry, ImpactGlasgow. It was at that moment that the Lord used her
to put this burden for urban deprived ministry in Scotland on our hearts. It didn’t take long for that burden to
become a burning desire to make Jesus known in the
schemes of Scotland.
So, after a closed door with the IMB, push back
from myself with some lame excuses like, “I am not
equipped,” “But we are serving the church here at
Northside,” and the worst one, “We are living the American dream” God opened my eyes to see that my
identity (and the reason for these lame excuses) was
in my career. Recognition from man, receiving awards,
and the American Dream could not compare to the
cross of Christ. He gave it all for me yet I was holding
tightly to my career, which, by the way, He had given
me to honor and glorify Him but I wanted it for myself.
That’s when this became “real” That’s when I knew that
we would be leaving our careers, our family, and the
States to move into the schemes of Scotland to share
life with the least, the last, and the lost to make Jesus
known and to make disciples. In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus has not given us a commission to consider; he has
given us a command to obey.
We touched down in Scotland
on July 15, 2016 and we were ready
to change the world. So, what have
we been doing for the past 2 years?
Allow me to paint a broad stroke before I color in some of the details. Sarah and I have been doing everything
from cleaning the bogs (toilets) to discipling new Christians. We’ve assisted Mez McConnell
(20schemes Director and Pastor of Niddrie Community
Church-NCC), Andy Constable (Co-Pastor of NCC)
and Ally Ballam (20schemes Head of Operations).
We’ve tackled projects such as creating the Calvay Community Café, launching Hope Community
Church Barlanark, coordinating 20schemes
events, the 20schemes Women’s Ministry
Certificate Course and working with Church
in Hard Places.
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We started as Ministry Interns at NCC with a blank
canvas full of ideas on how we would paint this picture. However, we didn’t know that God would need
to prepare the canvas by stretching us; by revealing
our own personal heart issues. Luke 9:23 says “Then he
said to them all, ‘If anyone wants to follow after me,
let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow
me.’” (CSB0. God had to teach us that if we were to
make any impact in the schemes of Scotland, it would
be because of Him working in and through us, that the
glory would be His and not ours. That was difficult for
me because I like getting the glory and I wanted to
prove my worth to 20schemes and to you.
God made that very clear early on while managing the James Ramsay House. The James Ramsay
House is a ministry run out of NCC in conjunction with
20schemes. JRH is a Christian family home that offers a
safe haven for vulnerable people in need. People are
invited to live as long as they need within the supportive
and mature Christian family environment, giving them
the space and distance from the ‘noise’ in their lives to
enable them to look
at their lives through
the lens of the cross of
Christ. Managing this
discipleship home was
our primary ministry as
Ministry Interns.
God softened our
hearts for the lads that
we lived with 24/7. They became part of us, part of our
family. We love these boys. We got this amazing opportunity to speak into each other’s lives. Though some
turn their back on Jesus and go back to the world (as
in Matthew 13:3-9;18-23 the Parable of the Sower), God
was teaching us that we don’t save people, only He
can. We are to be faithful and obedient where he has
us and in what he has us doing for His glory and our
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Clemens in the Schemes (continued from page 8)
good. In that, we found freedom to just be present
where he has us and to do what he has given us to do
in each of the ministries – to make Jesus known and
to make disciples. Now, I wouldn’t be truthful if I said
we still didn’t have our struggles with fear of man, our
pride, self-righteousness at times, and anger and control rearing their ugly heads, but as God increases and
we decrease we become more like Christ and less of
who we were.
On January 7th, Hope Community Church Barlanark
opened its doors for our first Sunday service. What a
privilege it is being part of the launching of a gospelcentered, Bible-preaching church in a scheme of Scotland.
Although the pace was slower and there were
challenges with their leadership style, we have gotten
to do some pretty cool things for the Kingdom here in
Barlanark. Besides what I have already mentioned with
the Calvay Community Café, HCCB launches, and getting to know people in the scheme, I have been able
to teach Explorers a few times, write and teach a Bible
Study on John 20, preach 2 more times, lead devotions
every Monday while Sarah has been able to help with
Explorers, write her first talk and case study as part of
the 20schems Women’s Ministry Certificate course she
is taking, lead devotions every other Thursday, and deliver 2 more longer devotions with feedback.
All the while we have still been managing the
James Ramsay House. We have had another 6 guys

plus 1 from the first 6 lads to come and live with us. One
of them was baptized, brought into membership at
NCC and now manages the Mission Café at NCC. Another one went back to home in England and is now
serving a church as a member in another country. Another who was just baptized into membership at HCCB.
And one who had been excommunicated from his last
church, has been restored and is now also a member
of HCCB.
We have had this amazing privilege of sharing life
with 12 new/vulnerable Christians in our home, the
James Ramsay House. We have had our highs and
lows, our encouragements and discouragements,
laughter and tears. We have been stretched spiritually,
mentally, emotionally, and even physically. We have
made many mistakes and we have done a few things
right.
As I mentioned in the beginning, we thought we
were going to change the world (or the schemes of
Scotland), little did we know how much God would
change us. We realized how little and insignificant we
are yet how big and significant He is in and through
us. How messed up and sinful we are yet that we are
redeemed and restored in the gospel. We thought
we were going to change the world by making Jesus
known in the schemes of Scotland yet He changed us
by making Jesus known in the schemes of Scotland.
God is in control, He is holding the brush and He is painting this masterpiece.
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Backpack Donations

Covenant Foods is collecting back packs and gently
used bags/purses.

Little Things

by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
Do any of you remember the song Little Things Mean
A Lot ? It was recorded by Kitty Kallen and was the #1
Billboard Chart song in June and July of 1954. That was
actually the year I was born so it’s an old song. If you
enjoy nostalgia, check it out on YouTube. The lyrics say
she doesn’t need diamonds and pearls, but what she
really wants is a hand when she loses her way, a shoulder
to cry on, and a heart to rely on. Sounds like part of our
mission here at Covenant Foods.
Covenant Foods served 123 guests in May. We had
already had 4 busy weeks that month and so expected
a slow night on the fifth Tuesday, which was also the day
after Memorial Day. But God had provided a tremendous
amount of food that week due to the ‘end of school’
donations from 2 Hamilton Southeastern schools. The
dairy, produce, and bread tables were overflowing. Then
God sent 27 guests that night, 10 of which were first time
guests. Some guests are single and some represent big
families. On average, you can multiply the number of
guests times 3 to understand how many actual people
we serve in a month. So you can see we provided food
for almost 400 of our neighbors in May. Maybe what you
can contribute to Covenant Foods is just a little thing, a
few cans of vegetables, a little bit of time, or even just
some plastic grocery bags. But when we join
these together, little things mean a lot to so
many people in need.
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The month of June started out busy with 31 guests
the first week. June was the month chosen this year for
a favorite event - the weekly picnics. Grills and picnic
tables were set up just outside our entrance. God sent
a little rain that first evening, but held off the heavier
rain till later that night. Thank You. After guests finished
counseling and selecting food, they could enjoy a
hamburger or hotdog, baked beans, mac and cheese,
watermelon, chips, and water. They were delighted!
Some guests have told us they never get a grilled
hamburger or hotdog and they are so appreciative.
It seems like a little thing to us but it means a lot to our
guests.
The last guest that week was a young lady who has
some serious financial and family needs. She works
downtown, so had hurried to get here before we closed.
She was frazzled. She was crying as she shared her story
with me at the counseling table. She was so appreciative
that someone would take the time to listen then hold her
hands and pray with her. As she went to the bread and
produce tables, several volunteers, sensing her need,
took her by the hand and helped her find many items she
could use for her family of six. Then they hugged her and
let her cry on their shoulders. This is just one example of
what I see multiple times each week. Taking someone’s
hand and when they have lost their way and giving
them a shoulder to cry on is a little thing that means a
lot. Pray with us that God will always give us hearts they
can rely on.
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Saturday Prayer
2nd 4th & 5th Saturday
at 8 AM in the
Prayer Room: D105
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Eric Martin
emartin@northsideindy.org
Senior Pastor

Micah Langmaack
micah@northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager

John Reeder
jreeder@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Jan Jeter
office@northsideindy.org
Office Assistant

Nathan Brock
nbrock@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor

Barbara Cross
bcross@northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Karen White
kwhite@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Bev Olonoh
accounting@northsideindy.org
Controller

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training:
Sunday, 9:00 AM
New Testament: Room D100

Steinmeier:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Married Couples:
Wednesdays 317-255-6692
Women:
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples

