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What's NEW!

CHIEF REFEREE MIKE NOONAN EXPLAINS THE
HYDRO RULES FOR 2011

Interviewed by Clint Newman

UNJ: Mike, therehavebeensomesignificant changestotheunlimited hydroplaneracingrulesfor 2011. L et’ sstart
inthebeginningwiththequaifyingrules.

Noonan: Thetestingandtimetria sprocedurewasre-writtenfromstart tofinish. Weareputtingall of thequalifying
intoone2-hour session. Wetriedthisat someracesin 2009 and 2010to createafast-lap Friday typeof situation,
givingtheboatsachancetogetinthewater and makeit sothat thisistheonly timethat counts. Thiswoul d prevent
aboat fromrunninginthemorningwhenit’ scool, nofansarethere, andthewater isniceand smoothmakingit easy
tobethetopquadlifier. Ital hastobedonewithinoneset timeperiod of twohours, andisdes gnedtogiveeverybody
at least two opportunitiestorun.

Thequalifyingorder isestablished by pointsfromthepreviousyear’ sseasonor currentyear pointsinreverse
order. Previoudy, you could put your boat inthewater or hangover thewater andyouwereconsiderednextinline.
Theteamsplayed games. Now you gotothepit bossand heputsyouontheladder, if youaren' tready togo, you
gototheend of theladder. If yougoto
Indy, you can’t go to an official and say
“I’'mgoingtoparkithereand!’ll goout
when|’mready.” Y ou’ vegottogoandif
youdon't,yougototheendof theline. If
thetimerunsout, youmay not get another
run. Thereisatwohourlimit, noextensons,
you'’ vegot togowhenyouhaveachance.
Wewill dothebestwecantopick uptime &
lost whenthecourseisunavailable(buoy
loose or bad weather). At most siteswe &
haveahardtimeextendingtimetriasatthe
end of theday becauseof theCoast Guard.
UNJ: I noticedthat if theboatsrunthree
quaifyinglaps, they can’ trunextral apsjust
todelay somebody.
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Noonan: Absolutely. Therulesaredesigned so that
driverscan’t play games. Y oucan'tleavethedock, go
outinyour positionontheladder and do start practice.
If weseethat, therewill beaninstant black flag. If the
boat doesn’ treturntothedock, itwill getreal expensive.
Y oudon’ tseeanybody practicingat NASCARqudifying.
They areouttheretoqualify andthat’ sit!

UNJ: Other thanhavingthehonor of beingtopqualifier,
doesqualifying mean muchwhenit comesto starting
positionnow?

Noonan: The points now do count toward the final
heat. Before, thepoi ntswent onyour spreadsheet forthe
year, but the pointsdid not count during theweekend.
Point valuesremainthesameasinthepast, wejust add
themduringtheevent and not after.

UNJ: Ifyoudon tqudify duringthattwohourwindow,
youcanstill qualify for therace, butyouwon’treceive
money or points?

Noonan: Y es,andyoucan't bumpanybody out. Y ou
areeligibletoracewithout usingtheChairman’ soption,
runningwithout runningaminimumspeed of 130mph.
Y ou are allowed two Chairman’ s options during the
year.

UNJ: | seearulethat saysachangeof hullsduringan
event for the purposeof gaining national pointsisnot
allowed. It saysthat onceahull hasmadeastartinany
heat, that hull number may not betransferredtoanother
hull for theduration of theevent.

Noonan: Passed prior to the 2010 season, that was
the E-LanVU-17 rule from Evansville. It prevents
someonefrombuyingaboat for adollar andtransferring
thepointstoit.

UNJ: Elsewherein the rulesthereis something that
preventstheleasing of ahull duringanevent. ..
Noonan: Yes, that’ sthesamerule.

UNJ: That brings usto the starting procedure. No
moreassigned|anes. Howwill itwork thisyear?
Noonan: Theoneminutegungoesoff; youhavetobe
behind the exit pin of turn 1. Y ou proceed down the
backstretch and establish your lane at the entranceto
turn2, holdthelaneall theway aroundtheturn, andto
thestart/finishline. After thestart/finishline, theoverlap
ruleisineffect.

UNJ: Andtheother important part?

Noonan: The added twist this year is a rule that
requiresall theboatsto passthe Judges Stand at | east
once at speed, an attempt to prevent someone from
idlingout of thepitareaandall theway around, parking
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attheexitpinof turn 1likewasdoneafew yearsagoat
Detroit.

UNJ: Wereother gartingproceduresdiscussedbefore
thisprocedurewasagreed upon?

Noonan: Wereceived over 30+ proposalsfor rules.
| sat downand combined, wroteup, groupedtheminto
categories, and then presented them to the Rules
Committee. Westudied eachproposal , andtheonesthat
passed weretheonesthat cameout of committee. We
had afew others, variancesonthesamething.

UNJ: WhoisontheRulesCommittee?

Noonan: Ted Porter, Tony Steinhardt, Wes Patton,
MikeHanson, NateBrown, DaveVillwock, andmysdlf.
UNJ: lknowthatyourconcernwithfightingforlanes
has aways been that boats will take each other out
beforethestart. Doesthisruleavoidthat?

Noonan: No, it makesitworse. Itwill beback tothe
way itwaswhereyouhavecontroversy: “Hecut meoff!”
and“Hedidn’thaveoverlap!” Wewill bemakingmore
decisions. Y ou havethat oneminuteperiod; somebody
has to make the call. Were you across the line, that
imaginary lineattheexitpinof turn 1, or behindit?As
they godownthebackstretchtherewill beleapfrogging.
Theguy inlane1whenyou passtheexit pinhasgot to
runatagoodcliptogettothestartline. Thedriverinlane
2will notgiveup; hewill drivefaster thantheboatinlane
1, takehisboat-lengthsandmoveover. Thedriverinlane
1won'tgiveitupwithout afight; hewill accelerateto
keephimfromgettingtheoverlap. Now, heiseither cut
off by theboat inlane2 comingover, or heismovingout
behindtheroostertail togoaroundandleapfroghim,in
which case heis probably going to come out with a
roostertail inlane3wheresomebody already is,and cut
themoff. ..

UNJ: Sotheproblemsjustoccuralittleearlieronthe
racecoursethanthey wouldif they werehapping down
inturn2?

Noonan: Everybody saysjust put abuoy out there,
call itascore-upbuoy anditwill fix all of theproblems.
Thisisn't thefirst timewehave donethis. You can't
comparethestartstoday with thestartsof the50sand
60s. Ittook thoseboatsforever towind-up. Theseboats
acceleratealmost instantly. Y ou can’t havethe same
rulesandstarts. Y ou can put thebuoy at thestart/finish
line, you could say establishyour laneat thestart/finish
ling, theentrancepin, theexit pin, al youdoismovethe
problemto THAT pin. Paul McKee(referee) andl, in



'820r’ 83, wedidthat withthescore-upbuoy, tryingto
spread out the problems we were having with boats
runningover each other and washing each other down.
Wehavebeentryingtofigureout abetter way todoit
eversince.

UNJ: Arethere any other changes with the starting
procedure?

Noonan: Theoverlapruleisestablished at only 5boat
lengthsbeforethestart. Fromthetimeyouleavethedock
until thestart, youhavea5Shboat overlaprule. Theoverlap
isgtill 7 boat lengthsduringtherace. Theideai sthat when
youareat al ower speed, notracing, millingaroundtrying
tofindalane, 5boat lengthsisnot goingtowashanybody
out because theroostertailsare alot lower at slower
speeds. Y ou don’t haveto havethat 7 boat lengthsto
leapfrogaboat, youcandoit with 5.

UNJ: Another newoverlaprule?

Noonan: It' snot new; it’ ssomething | putintoplace
about threeyearsagothat didn’ t makeitintopast Rule
Books. I’ veawayssaidthat whether youwerechoosing
lanesor fightingfor lanes, theguy whopickslanel has
torunlanel. If adriver pickslanelandtheother boats
competinglineuptohisright side, thedriver thengoes
downthestraightaway inlane3andhasanicewidearc
to go to the first turn and turn nice and wide. He
technically had lane 1 but really hewasinlane 3 and
everybody wasontheoutside. Theboatinlanel pushes
everybody out. | haveawayssaidthat youpick lanel,
yourunlanel. | haveemphas zedthisover andover,and
everyoneunderstandshow itworks. Itjust never got put
intherulebook. Thecommitteeagreedthat weneeded
todoit.

UNJ: Istherestill anoff-planerule?

Noonan: Yes, theonethat hasalwaysbeenthereto
prevent someonefrom plowingthecourseandcausinga
safety hazard. If youwererunningsod ow that your boat
iscreating awake, and theracesaregoing on, wecan
black flag any boat thatisnot onplane. (UNJ: Nooff-
planefor 5secondsrule?) Theintentwasnevertouse
that asastartrule.

UNJ: | understand that you will have two video
cameras in each boat this year. How will they be
mounted?

Noonan: Weusedthemlast year from Tri-Citieson
withgreat results. Check outtheH1 Unlimitedwebsite.
We use the mounting brackets that come with the
cameras, supplemented with double-sided tape and

aluminumbrackets. Thegodl istoget apodor teardrop
shell devicesimilartowhat NASCAR uses. Right now,
agoodwall of water could knock thecameraoff. We
will put onecameraonthetail lookingforwardandone
onthecowlinglookingrearward.

UNJ: Will thesebeusedfor televisonandofficiating?
Noonan: Yes.

UNJ: | guess use of the cameras can lead to more
accurate refereeing, but they might have adelaying
effect.

Noonan: Right now, nothing requiresusto goto a
camera. Wehavenot used camerasinthepast tomake
acall. Wehaveusedthemtoconfirmcallsor toeducate
thedriversastowhat really happened. If wedid haveto
holdup, downloadthefileout of thecameraandviewit,
itwouldtakealot of time. Intheevent of aformal protest
we can usethe camerasto document or decide onthe
protest.

UNJ: Theownershavenoparticular“right” torequire
youtolook at thetape?

Noonan: They would haveto protest, filethe$1,000
feeandwriteaprotest. Thenwecoulduseall of thetools
necessary. Until wegetlivetelemetry, | don’t seehow
wecandel ay theresultswhilewed owly downloadvideo
out of thecamera.

UNJ: Haven' tyouexperimentedwith GPStechnology?
Noonan: In2009wespent al ot of money at oneevent
to bring in equipment that had been developed for
trackingintheAmericasCup. Itwasspectacular, butthe
costwasjust prohibitive, almost morethanthetotal prize
money for theevent. After Doha, Sam(Cole) askedme
to look into GPS again. We were doing away with
choosinglanesand going back tofighting. Weneeded
sometoolstobeabletohelp officiatebetter. | contacted
somecompanies. Themost promisingoneisthecompany
that doesNA SCAR tracking—whereyou seethe car
goingaroundthetrack withthenumber pointingtoward
the car —but it isexpensive. But we areworking; we
never giveuplookingat new ideas.

UNJ: What about new technical requirements for
20117

Noonan: Wearerequiringall teamsto present props
to H1 Unlimited for recordkeeping. Prior to the
season, if you want to run a propeller during the
season, acrew chief must bringittous; it must havea
serial number onit. Wewill weighitand mark it down
inalogtotrack that prop. Wewill recordwhenitwas
used duringtheevent. Thereisnorulethat you canor
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cannot run a certain propeller; we are doing this
looking down the road at a possible “spec” prop,
whichmeanseverybody hastorunthesamepropel ler
or asimilar propeller. Weare gathering datato see
how many different propsare used, how muchthey
weigh, thingslikethat. All crew chiefshaveto present
tousbeforetheseasonall thepropsthey aregoingto
run. If acrew chief bringsinanew prop during the
season, hehasto bringittothetech-truck beforethey
run.
UNJ: Will youasorecordthe” pitch” of theblades,
that sort of thing?
Noonan: Not yet. That takes extra equipment and
time. It smainly amatter of recordingtheserial number
andweight.
UNJ: Sothisistoevaluatewhethertocomeupwitha
standard propinthefuture?
Noonan: Yes. Severa proposalsfor a“spec”’ prop
camebeforethecommitteethat wedidnot presenttothe
Boardfor adoption. Everyonehadtorunthesameprop
or propshadtobeaminimumweight, somethinglike
that. Our thought wasthat beforewedoanythingdrastic,
weneedtogather somedatafirst.
UNJ: How about skidfins?
Noonan: | puttogetheracommitteeat Sam’ srequest
after Detroit that consisted of Lance Morris, Dixon
Smith, Peter Thompson, Doug Ford, and myself. We
weregoingtoput out afina report ontheskidfinincident
inDetroit. However, wecan't put out afinal report until
theskidfinisfound, andit hasn’tbeenfoundyet.
InDoha, therewereseveral incidentswithskid-fin
part failure. | asked Doug Ford to present areport on
skidfinsattheannua meetinginLasV egasastowhatwe
candotobringskidfinstandardsuptodatewithmodern
boat constructionandthefinsthat wearerunningtoday.
Out of that meeting came about seven Competition
Directives(CDs). A CDisarulethat thechief referee
presents to the competitors that does not have to be
votedon. Itcanbeasafety rule, anemergency thing. We
areasking all teamsto serial number every part of the
skidfinsupport systemontheoutside. Brackets, rods,
rodends, and skidfinsall havetohaveaserial number.
Secondly, we aso asked that they be checked for
cracks. That hasawaysbeenintherulebook, butithas
beenanitemthat thecrew chief justdidandinitialeda
box on theinspection form. Papersdid not haveto be
presented totheingpector duringtheannual inspection.

Wemadeit mandatory that thepartswith serial numbers
betested and checked, and weno longer takejust the
initia sof thecrew chief. Weneedto seeapieceof paper
fromafirmor company that saysthey werecheckedfor
cracksusingMagna-flux or adyecheck likeZyGlo. The
document must list each part number. Itjust putsmore
“teeth” intherulesthat wereal ready there. A coupl eof
other CompetitionDirectives talk about how theteams
“preload” or usetherodsto put somecurvesor shapes
intothefinif thefinwasn't perfectly aligned. Or, they
wantedtostraightenthefinor put somecurveinor take
somecurveout. It could bedoneby tightening therods.
Thisisnot good. Now, nothing canbedonetotherods
asfaras”pre-loading”.

UNJ: Are there any other new rules we haven't
discussed?

Noonan: If anowner ownstwo or moreboats, when
oneisdrawninone heat, the other boat goesinto the
other heat. If heownsthreeor moreboats, no moreof
two of the owner’ sboats can runin the same heat or
section.

The Chief Referee can declare aheat “ complete”
evenif aboat hasnot finished running yet, addingone
minutetothetime, rather thanrunninganextral ap. Itwill
improvetheshow and saveequipment. For example, a
boat hastorunanextralapfor jumpingthestartinggun
or theboat had mechani cd problemsandhehasanextra
laptorun. Everybody e seisfinishedorinthepits. We ve
aways had to give the boat the white flag then the
checker flag. Now, wecanjust waivehimoff, cal ita
finish,andnot givehimaDNF (didnot finish). Wethen
addaminuteto e
the time (the _i _—
equivalent of
runninganextra g
lap). ‘ .
UNJ: Thanks, g™
Mike! Weare |
looking
forwardtoa
safeand
exciting 2011
H1Unlimited
Hydroplane
racing season!

James Crisp photo

~~ UNJ



U-1.The Oh Boy!
Oberto/Miss Madison
teamisworkingonthe
routine maintenance
on the primary team
hull, and word has it
that everything looks
good heading into the
2011 season. New
props and possible
gearbox work is also
in order. Discussion
continues surrounding the back-up hulland sources
with the team have been quoted as saying “they are
actively and aggressively pursuing sponsorship for
this season”. Winter attention to the U-6 back-up
hull #8806 has been completed and the consensus
is the backup hull could be “race ready” within
approximately a week’s time. As with all teams,
sponsorship and additional crew support are the
key factors for seeing a 2nd hull from this group
in 2011.

U-5/U-7/U-57. Ted Porter’s PPE, LLC team
recently announced that all three hulls will compete
in 2011 and they all have “major tune ups” being
done in the off-season. Whether all three compete
atallraces and underwhat names will be dependant
on pending sponsorship arrangements in the works.
Jeff Bernard, Scott Liddycoat, and Mark Evans
are the 3 primary drivers for 2011 with Bianca
Bononcini involved with Ted Porter’'s NDDP plan.
Driver assignments and crew line-ups are being
evaluated and should be announced shortly.
Arrangements for spring testing are being considered
at several sites before the season opener in July.
DuringarecentH1 Unlimited “Tuesday Talk” session,
Ted Porter was asked about his current hulls and
their age. He acknowledged there are plans for a
possible future new hull or two and are looking at
techniques to cut the build time of new hulls in half.
As with most teams that have considered the new
rule changes for 2011 and the “fight for lanes” being
a big new part of the upcoming season, Ted'steams
have been busy building a stock of back-up parts.
U-11. Seethe new U-11 (former U-25) shop shot
on page 11.

U-13. Dave Bartush’s Spirit of Detroit team has
removed decks off the U-13 hull to update and
tighten up the boat for 2011, along with replacing
more equipment and some tweaks to their motors.
Any more discussion and consideration of the 2003
U-2 Trendwest hull hasn’t been brought up lately.

E Lon Erickson

U-21. The primary focus for 2011 is on the current
U-21 hullwith some upgrades to parts and equipment
with possible changes to some of the paint scheme.
There has beenwork done on Greg O’Farrell “new”
hull but no immediate plans to have that completed
intime forthe 2011 season. More than likely the 2nd
hull from this team will be a part of the 2012 plans.
U-22. Scott and Linda Carson have joined the
Webster Racing team as presenting sponsors for
the 2011 Air National Guard Hydroplane Series. The
U-22 will be campaigned as “Great Scott Presents”
in 2011. This association between the Carson’s and
the Webster family began during the 2010 season
andthe Carson’s wantedto continue that relationship
with the U-22 team. Scott Carson has been involved
over the years in many different assets of unlimited
racing and was also recently named to the H1
Unlimited Board of Directors.

U-37. The major developments coming from Billy
and Jane Schumacher are the announcements of
Jeff Weiding as the new crew chiefand Jim Harvey
as General Manager at Schumacher Racing. Weiding
has been with the U-37 team for approx. five years
and brings a variety of skills from auto and boat
racingtotheteam. Jim Harvey has beenin hydroplane
racing since the ‘60’s, beginning as a crewmember
and worked in all facets of the sport as a crew
member, crew chief, designer, builder, team
manager, and aboat owner. Harvey will be overseeing
the project of building a new racing hull for
Schumacher Racing, assembling a race team, and
sharing his vast wealth of knowledge with that group.
Schumacher Racing continues to fill out their new
team roster and Weiding will be in charge of a group
of maintenance specialists that make up the crew.
Work continues on the new hull at Ron Jones Jr.’s
shop. The process of hanging and mounting the
sponsons is underway, along with completion of a
new updated concept driver’'s capsule. The U-37
crew is busy building new components and systems
for the new race boat and installation once the hull is
completed. The leased Leland hull they ran in 2010
(#0010) has been stripped down and is getting anew
paintscheme for anticipated display duty representing
Degree. Noformalannouncements have been made
concerning the specific Degree sponsorship, to this
point, but all indications on the team website and
press releases indicate Unilever/Degree will be the
major sponsor for this team in 2011.

U-100. See U-100 shop shot on page 11.



2010 Damage Repoit
Part 2

by Michael Prophet

Wefinishupthe damagereport with thedestruction of theformer MissBudweiser T4 bel ow, thenear crash
of another top contender, and acoupl ethat weremorefortunate damage-wise.
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U~37 Schumacher Racing

The Schumacher team begantheseason at MadisenracingasPeter’ s& MaywithJ.W. Myersbehindthewhesl.
Thefirst racewasdamagefree, but the Detroit APBA Gold Cupwasatotal disaster and nearly atragedy.
Saturday in1B, MissPeter’ s& Maywastotaly destroyedwhen J.W. Myerscrashedintothebulkhead coming
out of theRoostertail Turnonthesecondlap. They had beenchasing hard after theleading Graham Truckingwhen
Peter’ s& MaylosttheskidfinandblewthroughJ. Michael Kelley’ sroostertail. Theboat thenheaded straight for
theleft sideof thepit areaand watching crowd. Myerswasabl eto veer theboat right, away fromfans, andthen
plowedintotheseawall of theRoostertail Restaurant. (Therestaurant hasan outdoor party deck surrounded by a
steel piperailingthat sitsabovetheseawall.) Hehit theseawal | at 88 mph (accordingtothe GPSintheboat), with



mostly the left sponson. Pieces of the boat
couldbeseenflying highintotheair after it
disappearedfromsight. Debriswasscattered
al over the river. A few fans were aso
snowered by debris, but no injuries were
reported. (The race was stopped, but
considered completeandwasn’ trerun.)

Whentheboat cametoastopJW.Myers
popped openthecanopy lid and climbed out
onhisown, thenlay onthedeck waitingforthe
rescueteamtoarrive. Thefirstthingheasked
when they arrived wasif everybody onthe
beach was okay. Hewastaken to St. Johns
Hospital inDetroitby ambulance; dert, taking, §
andaccompaniedby hisfather. Myersbroke
fivebonesinhisleftfootandwaskeptovernight.
After hewasrel eased Sunday hereturnedto
thepits, withacast, andwatchedthefina with
the team. After the race, they al went into
Detroitfordinner. JW.Myers, hiswife,and
hisfather flew back to Seattle on one of the
team’ sassoci atesponsorsprivateplanes. After
consultingwithhisdoctor hehad surgery 7-18.

Because of hisquick action, Myerswas
calledaheroforavoidingthepitarea, which
wasthereason therewerenoinjuriestothe
crewsor spectators. Everybody wasrelievedtoseehi mopenthehatchsoqw ckly andclimbout after theaccident.
A newsreport said, “ J-Dub: Everyoneat theDRRA wishesyou aspeedy recovery!” Jane Schumacher wasal so
callinghimahero. Hemay havediedif Peter’ s& May had hit theseawall head on.

MissPeter’ s& Maysat very lowinthewater asitwastowedin. Onceonthetrailer, theright sponsonwasbarely
hangingtothecenter section, thel eft onewascompl etel y gone, and about af oot of thenosewassheared off. Crew
chief Scott Raney said theboat wasinbad shape, whichwasatotal understatement. Asit turned out, theonly thing
=y salvageable was the
engine. Thecrew was
able to dry out the
turbineandtrailerfireit
inthebustedupboat; a
Site to see. The last
word was the former
Miss Budweiser T4
" wasscrap. Othershave
said, notsofast, it may
not bequiteyet.

Scott Raney andhis
wife Shannon left
Detroit early Monday
with the hauler and
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brokenboat. They stoppedin Chicagofor a
photoopp at the Peters& May Corp. office
thenreturnedto Seattlelater intheweek.

During the two week layoff the
Schumacher’ sleased Fred L eland’ s#0010
tofinishout theseason. Scott Raney picked
up the red, white, and blue boat 7-16 (the =
crew wascallingittheU-37v.2.0). It was
hauledtotheir Balardshopwherethey began
repairing thedamaged strut and preparefor
Tri-Cities. They partialy repaintedtheboatin |
thePeter’ s& May colorsfor Tri-Cities. They
didn’ thavemuchydlowandbluepant|eft; they
usedmost of itupontheprimary hull.

Billy and Jane Schumacher announced 7-
17that JonZimmerman, whodrovetheU-25
at Madison for Ken Muscatel, would take
over as wheelman for injured Myers the
remainder of the season. They were both
impressed with hisdriving at M adison and
werepleasetohavehimjointheteam. Myers
alsohad goodthingstosay abouthim.He's : . —— .
watchedhimracelimitedsfor several yearsin Peter's & May 2.0 on tilt in Columbia Park at top and with new paint job
and said hedoesn’ t makemistakes. at Seattle in 1A above.

Theteam, new driver, andtherepaired and repainted Peter’ s& May 2.0 showed upfor Tri~Citiesandran
without any major problems. Theboat hadthefull Peter’ s& May paint schemefor Seattle, whichwasa sotrouble

- v = i 4 free. JW.Myerswasseeninacastwalking
. aroundthepitsoncrutches.

The boat underwent aname change for
San Diego, Degree for Men. What was
interestingabout thiswasitwasa  vinyl wrap,
and put on like alarge decal. How it was
appliedwasshownontheteam’ swebsite.

At Mission Bay Friday, the Deodorant
team tried to improve the boat’ s ride and
speed. Peter’ s& Maywasput onbarrel sandthecrew deepenedtheair trapsto put moreair under theboat. | nstead,
therear of theboat kept liftingandthenitwouldfall onitsnose, accordingtodriver JonZimmerman. Theteamhad
Degreefor Men onbarrel sonceagainwhilethe crew unmadetheir changestotheair traps.

JW.Myerswasinattendanceminuscast,

but withfreshsurgical marksonhisleftfoot. m i“-
Hehoped to take the Doat OUt fOr & fevy 1ot |

laps, but thehul | spenttoomuchonbarrel sfor
that to happen.

Therenta boatfromLeandwasrepainted
back to Peter’ s& May colorsfortheMiddle
Eastraceat Qatar. Theydidn'thaveany |
major trouble; justminor ones(seenatright). - P T




U~57 FormulaBoats.com

Ted Porter ranthreeboatsthisseason. This
oneistheir#1backuphul| #9010. Itlastraced
in2008 after theU-7wasdamagedat Detroit.
Itraced at Tri-Citiesand Seattlewith Jmmy
Shane driving. This boat showed up at
Madisontofill outthefieldif needed and
Shanewasthe scheduled driver. They also
hadtoborrow aturbinefromNateBrown’s
team. Thecrew didtrailer firetheengine, but
didn’t have a coupler to hook things up.
Fortunately, they werenot needed. TheU-57
wasalso at Detroit, but didn’t enter race.

The U-57 did enter the Tri~Cities
ColumbiaCup. Mark Evans,whowehaven't
seenbehindthewhed of anunlimitedsincehe
wasinjuredat Detroitdriving Bill Wurster’s
U-8 LLumar in 2003, was the scheduled
driver. Theboat ranastheU-57 Formulall,
(UNJ added the 11). Evans brought his GP
crew to help with the boat and im Harvey §

hel pedwiththesetup. After Evansqualifiedtheboat and himself they raninthetrailer position. They hadnomajor
problemsonthe ColumbiaRiver or thefollowingweek at Seattle.

InFriday afternoon’ squalifying sessionat San Diego, M ark Evansand For mulal | wereunabletocomplete
alapbecausethepropeller shaft snappedinsidethestrut (inphotoabove). Fortunately, nodamagewasdonetothe
hull.In1A Formulall diedright beforethestart andwasn’ t towed inuntil after 1B.

Theirworst damagewasat San Diego, not withtheboat, but tocrewmanJimHarvey. Hefell whenaladder,
leaning against thetrailer of Formulall, slid out fromunder him. Hebrokeboth of hisarms; theC1, T3,and T4
bonesin hisneck and upper back, and received aseriousconcussion. Hewasrushedto alocal hospital wherehe
stayed for an extended recovery period. Fortunately, by Saturday he was awake and carrying on coherent
conversations, suggesting therewoul dbenolasting effectsfromtheconcuss on. Mitch Evanstraveledfrom Chelan
toreplacehimontheteam.

JmHarvey went homeafew weekslater torecover, wearingahal o, two pi ececastson hisarms, and upset he
couldn’twork ontheboat. Theteam now ropesthel adder tothetrailer whenworkingonit.

Ted Porter did not send Mark Evansor theU-57 totheMiddle East.

U~96 Ellstromn Manufacturing

Eric Ellstrom had anew nameand regi stration number for #0116 thisseason. It wasracing asthe U-96 Spirit of
Qatar. The96registrationnumber comesfromthe Sheik’ soffshoreboats. Thisisonly thesecondtimesince 1995
they’ vehad asponsor and raced under adifferent nameother than MissE-LamPlusor Ellstrom (2008 U-1 Amos
W. Mossat Seattle).

InMadison Friday, thefirsttimeout they didn’ t runmany lapsbecauseVillwock said he had someel ectrical
issues. Villwock had problemsfiringupfor 3B. Astherest of theboatsl eft thepits, Villwock wasunabletokeep
theenginegoing. Hetried severd times, eachtimemovingacoupleboat |engthsbeforestaling. Findly, theone-minute




gunsounded, leaving Villwock withthebest
seatinthehouse(inphotoat right). Thecrew
had | eft adust cover ontheengine. Spirit of
Qatar received nopointsfor theheat andwas
delegatedtothetrailer positioninthefina.

On Sunday in Detroitafter 3A, Spirit
of Qatar was hauled out of the pitsto have
someweldingdone. Itwasback inthewater
andready togofor 4B.

TheEllstromteamdidn’ t haveany troubleat Tri~Cities until thefinal. Thethrottlestuck on Spirit of Qatar
andVillwock, despitel eadingthefield, didn’t haveany speed. That wasthel east of histroublesthough. Because
of thethrottleproblemheshut it downafter thelapthenwastoldtorunapenalty lap. Villwock re-started theboat
and completedtheextralap. Thereasonfor
thepenalty wasthat onthelast lap Villwock
movedover intheapex of thefinal turnand cut
off OhBoy! Oberto. It costthemamonetary
fine, 150 points, andthevictory.

Seattle and San Diego went well
for theEllstromteam and Spirit of Qatar,
no major damaged at either site.

At Doha, Qatar the team ran into
trouble. They werethetopqualifier Thursday
givingthemtheneeded pointstowardsthe
national title, but the following day they
nearly flipped in1B. Villwock took lane,
but was late hitting the line and trailed
GrahamTruckinginlane2. Racingupthe
backstretch, Villwock seemed to have
troubleholding hislanegoingintotheturn
and slid out, catching theroostertail of J.
Michael Kelly. Asyou can see, Spirit of
Qatar nearly went over. Villwock did an
outstanding job of keeping theboat right-
sideup. Theturbineingested saltwater and
he was unable to restart, receiving “0”
points, which cost them the National
Championship.

U~100 Leland Racing

Fred L eland began and ended the 2010 season with#9899. The#0010was| eased to the Schumacher team af ter
Detroit. Greg Hopp doesn' tlikethat boat anyway, eventhoughitisL eland’ snewest one.

AtMadison Saturday, Hopp and theunsponsored U-100fail ed to start 1C becauseof ashortinthebattery.
They alsosufferedelectrical problemsSunday andfailedtostart 3A.

GregHoppsufferedwithfuel problemsat Detreoit. Every lapheranFriday, until hisfinal qualifyingrun, was
disallowedduetoN2violations. Despitethis, JarvisProperty Restoration qualifiedthird. In2B, Hoppsaidhe
hadtroubleinthecorners, “ But downthestraight-awaystheboat really moves.”
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They didn’'t have any mgjor trouble in
Tri-Cities running as Fleury Auto &
Truck Parts. At Seattle, though, Lay's
Kettle Cookedfailedtofinish3A. Theboat
lost apropeller, toreupthestrut and bottom
of thehull, seenontrailer atright).

San Diego wasnot muchbetter for the
unsponsoredteam. Nodamage, but they only
received pointsfor qualifyingandracinginone
hesat.

In Qatar, Greg Hopp and the still
unsponsored boat didbetter, mechanica wise;
atleast until 4A whentheenginewent south.
The boat was also late getting home from
Florida. Their truck blew aclutch.

New U-11 & Old U-100
Shop Shots

Photos from Lon Erickson

currently in the process of fabricating
new wings, cowlings, deck-work, and
other composites & back-up parts for
the boat. The U-11 Peters & May hull
has been stripped down, inspected
throughout, and all systems are being
rebuilt. Three motors have been
completely stripped down, gone through,
and are being refreshed, painted and
testedinthe weeksto comeforthe 2011
season. A new paintscheme concept
has beenworked up and final decisions
on the exact theme will be completed
soon.

Fred Leland’s race boat, #9899, has
returned from Florida mid-March after
being delayed with hauler related
mechanical issues (clutch). The boat
arrived back to the Leland shop where
the crew beganrinsing the saltout ofthe
hull. Activity hasincreased around the

team maintenance is underway to prep
for2011.

~~ Lon Erickson

The Unlimited Racing Group team is

Kirkland shopindicatingthatspringrace =
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