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“Take Up and Read!”

Helpful Thoughts for Reading your Bible

by Nicholas Piotrowski, Associate Pastor of Theological Development
St. Augustine (354–430) is commonly
considered the greatest of the Church
Fathers. He was certainly the most
influential. He not only summed up the
excellent teachers before him, but also
cultivated new theological ground out of
which the burgeoning medieval theology
would grow. The Reformation (over
1,000 years after his death!) has been
described as a battle over his theology.
Both Protestants and Catholics wanted
to claim him as their own (for different
reasons). And to this day, his books
The City of God, On the Trinity, and
The Confessions are still read for their
theological and devotional value. There
is not a Christian alive today has not been
influenced—directly or otherwise—by
this North African bishop of Hippo.
Perhaps his conversion has
something to do with why he left such
a permanent mark on Christian history.
Before his Christ called him he was a
philosopher and philanderer. But one day, while sitting in his garden, he heard a
voice from beyond the hedge. It said “Tolle lege, tolle lege!” which means “Take
up and read!” Was it a child playing a game? Was it an angel? He didn’t know.
Regardless, he had a Bible with him in which he turned to Romans 13:13–14.
Why? No one knows. That’s just where he turned and read these words: “Let
us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.” In these
words he perceived that moral transformation is only accomplished through the
power of the risen Christ. The rest is history.
continued on page 2
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Easter Sermon Series
March 6 - 27
Series Title: Behold, the Lamb of God John 1:29
March 6 at 10:30 AM
Passover - Exodus 12
March 13 at 10:30 AM
(Daylight Saving begins)
Day of Atonement - Leviticus 16
March 20 at 10:30 AM
The Suffering Servant - Isaiah 53
March 27 (Easter) at 10:00 AM
Behold, the Lamb of God
Romans 3; Revelation 5

Take up and read!

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
10:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Lawrence Public Library
7898 N. HAGUE ROAD
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Continued from page 1

Among his many areas of influence include his impact
on hermeneutics, the science and art of how we read the
Bible. It makes sense that hearing the voice of God from
the Scriptures that Augustine would be interested in helping
others do the same. He laid down several “rules” for
interpretation. I will mention only a few of them. For one, he
said the historical meaning of a passage greatly matters; it is
not to be neglected. The goal is to understand the meaning
of the text in its original historical and social context. The
reader is not to import any later or foreign meanings. Second,
the literary setting of any verse or passage is crucial; verses
are not to be plucked out of context. Read before and after;
read large sections. Third, if the meaning of a text is unclear,
it cannot be made a matter of orthodoxy. Instead, the more
clearly understood passages take precedence over the
obscure. Fourth, the reader should be aware that revelation
is progressive, meaning God did not tell us everything at
once, but over time. Thus, the reader should attend to the
relationship between earlier and later parts of the Bible.
Finally, the reader should not defer to the Holy Spirit as a
substitute for the necessary study and hard work necessary for
interpreting the Scriptures. This prevents people from using
the “I was led by the Spirit” trump card. It is easy to say the
Spirit laid something on your heart or that the Spirit spoke to
you. The problem is this: How do you know? And how should
anyone else know if you do not show them the meaning from
the text? Thus the text must be carefully studied, not evaded
through intuitions. Plus, it is the text that the Spirit inspired
and the text through which the risen Christ is pleased to speak.
The task of reading the Bible is, therefore, never simple.
But it is a joyous task. It is a worthwhile task. So, I say to you
“Tolle lege, Tolle lege!” Take up and read! Read carefully.
Read diligently. Read thoughtfully. For in the Bible
we encounter the risen Christ who can change us, and
glorify himself through us.
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A Walk in Remembrance: Maundy Thursday March 24 at 6:30 PM

This is a walk-through, dramatic presentation of the last hours of Jesus before His resurrection. It is presented in our
Christian Life Center (East Entrance) You may arrive any time between 6:30 and 7:20 PM.

Celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ: Easter Sunday
March 27 at 10:00 AM

Join us as we begin our Sunday worship service a half hour early on Easter Sunday morning at 10 AM. We will celebrate
our risen Lord with music, prayer, scripture and a message: “Behold the Lamb of God.” Everyone is welcome. Childcare
provided for nursery and preschool.
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Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 2016

March 2016

During the weeks leading up to Easter, Southern Baptists observe a special time of giving toward the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. These funds go to help North American missionaries reach their fields for Christ. Twenty percent of your gifts to
the BJ Higgins Missions Fund go to this offering.
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Attention Parents!
Bring your kids to Riverwood Park on Saturday,
March 19 at 1:00 PM for a fun Easter Egg Hunt
sponsored by Northside Baptist Church. Riverwood Park is located at 7201 Crittenden Ave.
This free event is a great time to get out and meet
your neighbors and let the kids run and play. Be
sure to bring a basket for collecting Easter eggs.
In the event of rain or foul weather conditions, the
event will be moved to Northside Baptist Church,
3021 E. 71st Street.
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Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

Transformed women’s retreat is going on the road for
2016! Northside will be one of three host locations this year.
This rewarding weekend challenges women to grow in their
relationship with Christ and to answer His radical call to
reach the nations with His Good News.
Save the date! April 15-16 at Northside Baptist Church.
Cost is $55 if paid in full by March 15 (or $65 by April 1).
Sign up at www.scbi.org.

Keynote Speaker: Martha Lawley
Martha began her professional
career practicing law in Houston, Texas. In 1999, Martha
was called to be the Women’s
Consultant for the Utah-Idaho
Southern
Baptist
Convention where she served for two
years until her family relocated
to northern Wyoming. Martha
and her husband, Roger, attend
First Southern Baptist Church
of Worland, Wyoming where
she is a Bible Study leader
and a member of the women’s
ministry team. They have three
wonderful married children and
four precious grandchildren.

Martha has been blessed to lead women’s conferences and
retreats nationwide. God has given her a passion for discipleship and called her to minister to women. She is the
author of the women’s Bible study, Attending the Bride of
Christ: Preparing for His Return and has contributed to other
women’s leadership books. She has also written numerous
articles for LifeWay’s Women’s Ministry web page and blog.
For more information visit www.marthalawley.com.
Sarah Bohrer and the praise team from Hope Community
Church in Brownsburg, Indiana will be leading the worship
music at this event.
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Special Breakfast for Pastors’ Wives

There will be a breakfast for the wives of pastors and other
vocational ministers who serve in State Convention of Baptists of Indiana churches. This will be held in Northside’s
Christian Life Center on Saturday, April 16 at 8:00 AM. Come
be refreshed alongside other women who minister with their
husbands. Please register by March 15th.

Missionaries Ron and Marilyn Leonard

North American Mission Board (Mission Service Corps) missionaries, Ron and Marilyn Leonard, and their dog Molly,
minister to military men and women who suffer from PTSD
(Post Traumatic Stress Disorder). Ron retired from the military (10 years US Navy and 10 years Army National Guard)
in 2004. In 2007 God called him and his wife to share on the
post traumatic stress syndrome and how the body of Christ
can biblically respond. They continue to share about PTSD
but also equip and encourage churches to reach out to their
local Reserve and National Guard units.

Schedule
Friday, April 15
9:30 Early Bird Breakout Session 1
10:30 Early Bird Breakout Session 2
11:00 Registration Opens
11:15 Lunch/free time on your own
1:30 Breakout Session 1
2:30 Breakout Session 2
3:30 Breakout Session 3
4:30 Dinner/free time on your own
7:00 Worship Session
8:30 Coffee Connection!
Saturday, April 16
8:00 Morning Praise & Devotion
8:00 Pastors’ Wives Breakfast
8:30 Breakout Session 4
9:30 Breakout Session 5
10:30 Breakout Session 6
11:30 Lunch Provided
1:30 Breakout Session 7
2:30 Worship Session/ Close
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Join us at the beautiful welcome lodge
at Highland Lake Baptist Camp in the
scenic and serene woods of Monrovia,
Indiana for a prayer retreat with special
guest speaker, Dr. Tim Beougher on
Saturday, April 23, 9 AM to 3 PM. More
details coming soon.

Prayer Marthon
Come to Northside and pray for one hour on March
11, 12, 18 or 19. Sign up for your hour in the Welcome
Center. Then join us on March 19, 6-8 PM in the auditorium for our large group prayer time.
Prayer 2, 4 & 5
Join us as we pray on the second, fourth and fifth Saturday each month at 8 AM in the Welcome Center.
March 2016
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BANKERS LIFE FIELDHOUSE
FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 2016 at 6:00 PM
$10 AT THE DOOR JAMTOUR.COM
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Iron Sharpens Iron Men’s Event
Join us at Highland Lakes Baptist
Camp on April 29, 2016. Recommended age for the event is age 12
and up. Join the men as we camp
out in tents, play softball and football and enjoy some guy time. More
details coming soon.

Facility News
Micah Langmaack, our Facility Manager, has
been working with a crew of faithful volunteers
to create new signs for our church building.
Watch for colorful new room signs to go up
in the children’s area and fresh new signs for
classrooms throughout the building.
In addition to the new signs, the entire facility
floorplan is getting new room numbers. Each
section of the building will have a letter designation. The rooms in the main building have an
“A” prefix, the Christian Life Center rooms have
a “B” prefix, the Children’s area has a “C” prefix, and the Education Wing has a “D” prefix.
This gives us a better-organized flow and understanding of where classrooms are located.
We are blessed to have Micah and his crew
working to keep our facility in good shape and
running smoothly. Thank you all for your efforts!

March 2016

The

N RTHSIDE Vision
BAPTIST CHURCH

9

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

The Vision

March 2016

What Covenant Foods Means to Me

by Julie Patterson, Covenant Foods Ministry Volunteer
When we joined Northside in 2011, I was looking for a
way to get involved in a ministry, and also hoping to make
some friends. One Tuesday, God laid it on my heart to show
up at Covenant Foods. I didn’t know a soul there, wasn’t sure
what I was walking into, and was a little bit nervous about it.
But it turned out to be the beginning of a huge blessing in my
life! The pantry volunteers welcomed me with such warmth
and love. It didn’t take long for me to know that I had found a
family, and life-long friendships that mean the world to me!
Every Tuesday is different, but God is always present and
working at the pantry each week in ways we know about, and
also in ways we’re not even aware of! Some of our guests
have been attending regularly for many years. Others come
a few times a year. Some are just passing through and won’t
be coming back. When we realize that we might have just one
opportunity to introduce them to Jesus, it changes everything.

8. A young lady who had gone back to school to get her
degree, and persevered through some difficult and
heartbreaking situations, came on a recent Tuesday with a
beautiful picture from her college graduation. She said, “I
wanted to share this with all of you, because your prayers
for me made this possible.”
Romans 12:10 says, “Be devoted to one another in love.
Honor one another above yourselves.”
This is the most special ministry I’ve ever had the privilege
of being a part of. When good things happen, we rejoice with
our guests and praise God. When heartbreak comes, we cry
with them, listen, and pray. It’s what families do!

Here are some comments made by our guests:
1. “This is different from any pantry I’ve ever been to. The
people here are so friendly and loving.”
2. “I don’t need any food tonight, but I really need someone
to pray with me.”
3. “It’s my daughter’s birthday, and I can’t afford to buy a
cake, so it’s wonderful to be able to take this beautiful cake
home to her. She’ll be so excited!” (Thank you, Kroger!)
4. “What’s unusual about this pantry is that people genuinely
care about me.”
5. “I’ve been out of work for 3 years, but you all have been
praying for me, and now God has blessed me with a
great job!”
6. “We’re moving out of the area, and we’re going to miss
you all so much! This pantry has been a place of love and
comfort for our family.”
7. After getting a hug from a volunteer, one woman said,
“Thank you! It’s been a long time since anyone hugged
me.”
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#CUinIndy: Pictured above, students from the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes at Clemson University came to Indianapolis last March and helped with a community food drive for our
Covenant Foods pantry. They loved Indianapolis so much,
they are returning this month to do the same. They will also
help us do some projects in the community and distribute
information about upcoming events at Northside. We
are so thankful to see these young people who desire
to serve the Lord on spring break.

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

March 2016
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor

Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager

John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Janice Morrow
jmorrow@NorthsideIndy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Asa Hart
ahart@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Students

Sundays, 9:30 - 10:15 AM
Sundays, 9:00 - 10:15 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - Room Ed 106
James 1:22 - Room Ed 114
Living Stones - Room CLC 202
West Class - Room Ed 113
Woessner Class - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - Room Ed 117

Junior/Senior High Students
CLC Assembly Room
Elementary Students
Kids Cove
Preschool
Various Rooms (Go to Check-In Desk)

Life Together
Room: Ed 115
Leaders: Van Dickerson & Asa Hart
This is a course on the nature of the
church and how God has called us in
Christ to live in the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit and with each other.
Old Testament 2
Room: Ed 111
Leader: Nicholas Piotrowski
Assistant Leader: Rick Shadiow
This is the second of two Old Testament courses designed to give us a
big-picture overview to appreciate
God’s purposes of redemption.
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Current Groups

Fall Creek near Binford
Hosts: Asa & Krista Hart
Thursdays at 7 PM
Email: ahart@northsideindy.org
Phone: (502) 377-2267
Lawrence: Kensington Farms
Hosts: Van & Erin Dickerson
Meets every other Sunday at 5 PM
Van Dickerson 317-529-7981
Erin Dickerson 317-602-0994
Newly Married/Fishers
Sundays after church

Email: sven.christiansen64@gmail.com

Phone: (317) 504-8228

Fishers
Thursday evenings
Hosts: Dave & Lori Blankenship
Email: jimmoran1956@gmail.com
Phone:(317) 509-6746
Fishers: Women
Sundays after church
Hostess: Jan Jeter
Email: office@northsideindy.org
Phone: 317-255-6692

