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Preface

The following topical arrangement of Jesus’ quotations is selected from The Better Life Bible.  Where multiple references are listed for a particular quotation, the first reference is the source of the quotation.  The other references correspond to the first, but there is a fair amount of variation in some cases.  
The Better Life Bible is geared to people who have a busy lifestyle with limited time to read and study the Bible.

The New Testament was originally written in the Greek language during the first century C.E.  The translator has attempted to accurately convey the meaning in a clear and natural manner.  To convey the meaning clearly, it was often necessary to include implied information, eliminate redundancies, and leave out trivial information that distracts the reader from the focus of a particular context.  To convey the meaning naturally, it was necessary to follow the linguistic and logical patterns of English instead of duplicating the patterns of the original Greek language. 

Since translation cannot occur without interpretation, the translator reflects his understanding of the Greek text.  Some people may disagree with his interpretation, but that will hopefully motivate them to read other translations of the Bible to form their own opinion.

The translator of The Better Life Bible is Dan Sindlinger, who graduated from Taylor University and attended the Summer Institute of Linguistics at the University of Washington, the University of North Dakota, the University of Texas, the University of Oklahoma, and the University of Liberia.  He supervised Bible translation projects for six years among the Gola people of Liberia, West Africa, and ten years among the Lakota Sioux Indians of South Dakota.  He also worked for the Harley Davidson motorcycle company for six years and a graphic arts firm for four.  He has taught (gratis) New Testament Greek for 15 years and Biblical Hebrew for seven.  

The reader may like to know that the term God’s advice is frequently used in this translation to express Greek terms that are often translated word, law, and truth.  The palm tree on the front cover is a symbol of victory and joy.  When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, people honored him by waving palm branches.
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God Cares about Everyone

Jesus clarifies God’s advice 

God advised that You should care about others.  Over the years, some people have added the phrase and hate your enemies, but that’s not part of God’s advice.  Since God provides sunshine and rain throughout the world, it’s obvious that God cares about everyone, good or bad.  God wants you to do the same, so you should pray for those who give you a hard time.  If you only care about your friends, you aren’t doing anything special because even people who don’t follow God’s advice care about their friends.  So you should try harder to do what God knows is best for everyone.

Matthew 5
Purpose for Living

Jesus explains how people can enjoy a better life 

Your life will make more sense when you realize your purpose for existence.  Let me illustrate this with a couple of examples.  As you know, one of the uses of salt is to improve the taste of food.  But if salt loses its flavor, it no longer serves that purpose.

The purpose of a lamp is to help people see when it’s dark.  Can you imagine lighting a lamp and then putting it in a box?  That would defeat its purpose.  People usually put their lamp on a table where it can serve its purpose well.

Your purpose in life is similar to theirs – to help others enjoy a better life.  The more you do so, the more they’ll realize how much God cares for them.

Even if others give you a hard time for following God’s advice, as some people did to God’s spokesmen long ago, you’ll enjoy life more because you’ll be living the kind of life God originally intended.

Matthew 5; Mark 4, 9; Luke 6, 8, 11, 14

Jesus’ comment to Philip and Andrew when they told him that some non-Jewish people wanted to see him
It will soon be evident how much I care about others.  In order for a grain of wheat to serve its purpose, it must be willing to be buried so it can grow and produce a lot more grains of wheat.  In order for people to serve their purpose in life, they must be willing to give their lives for others, as I’m about to do.  Self-centered people will not enjoy the kind of life God intended.

I could ask God to prevent my suffering and death, but instead I’m asking God to help me demonstrate how much people should care about each other.

John 12
Jesus’ response to Pilate, the Roman leader of the district of Judea, when he asked what Jesus did that upset the Jewish people and their religious leaders so much
I’m not an ordinary leader.  If I were, my followers would have fought those who arrested me.  My purpose for living is to help people understand God’s advice so they’ll change their attitude and behavior.
John 18
Attitude and Behavior
Jesus explains how people can enjoy a better life 

To enjoy a better life, you must improve your attitude and behavior toward God and others.  This involves feeling sincerely sorry for the unkind things you’ve said and done in the past, and being willing to follow God’s advice.  That includes being honest, making every effort to restore broken relationships, and helping others in need.

Matthew 5; Mark 4, 9; Luke 6, 8, 11, 14

Jesus encourages humility 
If you want to please God, you should have a humble attitude in everything you do.  Don’t make a big show when you help people in need, so others will pat you on the back.  God is aware of everything you do, so you can help others without anyone else knowing it and still receive God’s approval, which is all that really matters.

Matthew 6; Luke 11
Jesus emphasizes the “Golden Rule”
The underlying theme of God’s advice is this,

Always treat others the way 

you would like to be treated.

So stop pointing out other people’s faults.  The more you point out theirs, the more they’ll point out yours.  Even when you think you have good advice for people, it might be better not to give it.  Unless you practice what you preach, others will just resent your advice and consider you a hypocrite.

Matthew 7; Luke 6 & 11

Jesus’ response to some religious leaders who questioned why he associated with tax collectors and others who didn’t follow God’s advice very well 
As you know, people who are well don’t need a doctor, so people who already follow God’s advice don’t need my help.  But I’m here to help those who want to improve their attitude and behavior toward God and others.  One of God’s spokesmen told people long ago that helping others is more important than making material offerings to God.”

Matthew 9; Mark 2; Luke 5

Attitude and Behavior (continued)
Jesus talks about the game of life
A lot of you are like children who refuse to play a game when invited.  John and I have explained that the game of life can be more enjoyable when you follow God’s advice.  Instead, you make flimsy excuses, such as claiming that John had a harmful spirit because he didn’t socialize with people as much as you thought he should; and you criticize me for socializing too much because I associate with tax collectors and others who don’t follow God’s advice very well.  If you were wise, you’d join our version of the game of life and discover how much more enjoyable it can be.

Matthew 11; Luke 7 & 16

Jesus uses an illustration about weeds among wheat

People who follow God’s advice are like the wheat that a farmer planted in a field.  While everyone else was asleep, the farmer’s enemy planted weeds among the wheat.  As the wheat grew, so did the weeds.  When the farmer’s helpers noticed the weeds, they asked why they were so plentiful and if they should pull them out.  He explained how the weeds got there but told his helpers not to pull them out because he didn’t want any of the wheat damaged.  He decided to let the weeds grow until the wheat was ready to be harvested, at which time his helpers could collect the wheat and burn the weeds.

The farmer in my illustration represents me sharing God’s advice, and the field represents those who’ve had the opportunity to hear it.  The wheat represents those who follow God’s advice, and the weeds represent those who refuse to follow it.  The enemy who planted the weeds represents Satan.  The farmer’s helpers represent my helpers, and the harvest time represents the beginning of a new era.

The point of the illustration is this:  people who refuse to follow God’s advice will continue to live a miserable, self-centered life.  But those who follow it will enjoy a much better life.
Matthew 13
Attitude and Behavior (continued)
Jesus illustrates the value of following God’s advice
Those who hear God’s advice should be like people who’ve discovered buried treasure on someone else’s land.  After their discovery, they’re anxious to sell everything they own so they’ll have enough money to buy the property.  Other people do the same thing when they find a rare and valuable object for sale.  The correlation is this:  those who hear God’s advice should be anxious to follow it.

Matthew 13
Jesus’ response to the religious leaders who questioned him about his 12 chosen followers not rinsing their hands the traditional way before they ate

Some people pretend to honor God by making up their own rules and convincing others that they’re part of God’s advice.

You religious leaders are doing just that.  You’ve been very successful in making others think they’re following God’s advice when they’re just following yours.  For example, God encourages people to respect their parents by helping them when they’re in need.  But you allow people to shirk their responsibility by letting them claim that they’re giving God what they should be giving to their parents.  What twisted thinking!
God cares a lot more about what comes out of people’s mouths than what goes into them.
What you eat just goes into your stomach and has very little effect on what you say or do, so you don’t need a lot of guidelines on how to eat.  But your attitude greatly affects what you say and do.  For example, if you don’t respect God or care about others, you’re likely to lie, cheat, steal, murder, slander, have sexual relations without a lifelong commitment, ruin your marriage, or do other selfish things.  God is far more concerned about your attitude and behavior than about what or how you eat.

Matthew 15; Mark 7

Attitude and Behavior (continued)
Jesus’ response when Peter insisted that Jesus wouldn’t be beaten and executed
Stop acting like Satan, who wants everything to go his way.

If you want to enjoy a better life, you must stop being self-centered.  What good is your life if you acquire fame and fortune but don’t share it?  The more you help others, the more you’ll enjoy life.  Make the most of your life by helping others in need, even if it means giving your life for them, as some of you will see me do.

Matthew 16; Mark 8; Luke 9

Jesus explains how to resolve conflict

When any of my followers offend you, discuss the matter with them privately.  If they’re sincerely sorry for what they said or did, accept their apology.  But if they don’t apologize, try discussing the matter again with at least one other person who witnessed the offense.  If they still refuse to apologize, ask a few more of my followers to encourage them to do so.  If they still don’t apologize, you’ll need to explain to them again that the only way they’ll enjoy a better life is to make an effort to improve their attitude and behavior toward God and others.  

As I mentioned before, God allows people to choose the kind of life they wish to live.  But I’m more than willing to help people resolve their conflicts so they can enjoy the life God originally intended.

Matthew 18

Jesus’ response when a wealthy young man asked how he could enjoy life as God intended

To enjoy life as God intended, you need to follow God’s basic advice for getting along with others:  don’t murder or steal, keep your lifelong commitment to your spouse, respect your parents, tell the truth, and care about others as much as you care about yourself.

If you really want to enjoy life as God intended, you need to follow my example.  Sell your belongings and give the money to people in need.  Are you willing to do that?

It’s especially difficult for rich people to enjoy life as God intended because they’re usually so attached to their money and possessions that they aren’t willing to share them with others.

Matthew 19; Mark 10; Luke 18

Attitude and Behavior (continued)
Jesus’ response when his followers suggested that wealthy people already have the ultimate life
It doesn’t matter how rich you are, because it isn’t how much you have that’s important.  It’s what you do with what you have.  If you let God help you increase your willingness to share with others in need, you’ll see how much more enjoyable life can be.

Matthew 19
Jesus illustrates that everyone should generously help others in need, whether they deserve it or not
If you want to enjoy a better life, you should follow the example of a generous farmer who helped numerous men earn money to support their families.  Early one morning, the farmer hired a few men to help him on his farm.  Each of them agreed to accept a normal day’s pay.  About mid-morning, the farmer met other men who wanted to work, so he hired them and promised to pay them a fair wage.  Around noon and mid-afternoon, the farmer hired more men who were looking for work.  By late afternoon, there were still some men who had not been offered any work, so he hired them, too.  At the end of the day, the farmer told his foreman to pay all the men a full day’s pay, beginning with the last ones he hired.  But the men he hired early in the morning complained that the others didn’t deserve as much money because the others hadn’t worked all day in the scorching sun, as they had.  The farmer scolded them for criticizing his generosity, reminding them to be thankful for what they received.

Everyone who is able should generously help others in need, whether they deserve it or not.
Matthew 20
Jesus explains that people determine their own destiny

People determine the quality of their life by their response to God’s advice.  Those who follow it, as readily as sheep follow their shepherd, make life more bearable by giving food and clothing to people in need, extending hospitality to strangers, caring for the sick, and visiting people in prison.  This is what God originally intended everyone to do.  But those who refuse to follow God’s advice, like goats that stubbornly go their own way, make life miserable for themselves and others.
Matthew 25

Attitude and Behavior (continued)
Jesus exposes the religious leaders’ hypocrisy 
There once was a farmer who had two sons.  When he asked them to work on the farm one day, his one son refused at first but later changed his mind and did as his father asked.  His other son readily agreed but never followed through.

You think you’re so much better than prostitutes and dishonest tax collectors, but they’re like the first son in the story.  When my forerunner John explained how they could enjoy a better life, they began changing their attitude and behavior toward God and others.  But you’re like the second son in the story because you want others to think you follow God’s advice, but you have your own agenda.
Matthew 21; Mark 12; Luke 20

Jesus illustrates that God invites everyone to enjoy a better life but a lot of people simply refuse it

There once was a governor who held a wedding reception for his son.  The governor sent messengers to tell those he had invited that everything was ready for them to come, but none of them showed up.  A little later, he sent messengers to remind them that a delicious dinner with all the trimmings was ready to be served.  Some of them ignored the reminder and went off to work as usual.  Others were so annoyed that they roughed up and even killed some of the messengers.  When the governor heard about it, he sent soldiers to arrest the murderers and throw them in jail.  He then sent messengers to invite others to come, no matter what their social status, so the reception hall would be full.  As he entered the hall to welcome his guests, he noticed that one of them didn’t really want to be there, so he told his staff to escort the man outside.

Matthew 22; Luke 14
Jesus’ response to his 70 followers when they returned and told him that they were able to free people of harmful spirits

God made it clear that self-centeredness, as personified in Satan, is not part of the life God intended.  So I’m helping you realize that the more you care about others, the more you’ll enjoy life.  Freeing people of harmful spirits is just a small part of that process.

Luke 10

Attitude and Behavior (continued)
Jesus scolds the religious leaders for their hypocrisy

You’re like cups and bowls that are only washed on the outside, or like the beautiful tombstones on top of graves.  You put on a good show for others, but your selfish attitude stinks, like the decaying bodies beneath the tombstones.  Stop pretending to be what you’re not, and change your attitude so your behavior will be sincere.

You try to make others think that you wouldn’t have been involved in the murder of God’s spokesmen long ago.  But you’re proud to be the descendants of those murderers, and your attitude and behavior reflect that.  If you don’t change, you’ll continue to make life miserable for yourselves and others.  Even now you’re harassing those who share God’s advice and you’re trying to get rid of them any way you can.  So you’re really no different from those who killed God’s spokesmen throughout history, from Adam’s son Abel to one of God’s most recent spokesmen, Barachiah’s son Zechariah, whom your ancestors murdered in the temple.

Matthew 23; Luke 13

Jesus encourages people to use their potential if they expect to enjoy a better life
There once was a wealthy man who was getting ready to go on a long journey.  Before he left, he asked three financial agents to invest his money while he was gone.  He gave the first agent $250,000, the second $100,000, and the third $50,000.  The first two agents doubled their money, but the third agent put his money in a safe place instead of investing it.  When the wealthy man returned from his trip, he was so pleased with the first two agents’ efforts that he promoted them to higher positions.  
The third agent admitted that he put his amount in a safe place instead of investing it because he was afraid he couldn’t meet the wealthy man’s expectations.  As he returned the money, the wealthy man reprimanded him for not investing it,

‘If you knew what I expected, you should’ve invested the money I gave you so it could’ve earned some interest while I was gone.’  

After firing the third agent and giving his amount to the first agent, the wealthy man reminded everyone that they must use their potential if they want to reap any benefits.

Matthew 25; Luke 19

Attitude and Behavior (continued)
Jesus’ response when someone asked if only a few people would enjoy a better life

A lot of people would like to enjoy a better life, but they don’t make the effort to follow God’s advice.  So if you want to enjoy a better life, you must be willing to follow God’s advice.  
Luke 13
Jesus’ advice to a host
When you invite people to a meal, you shouldn’t only invite those that you hope will return the favor, such as your friends, relatives or wealthy neighbors.  You’ll get more satisfaction from inviting those who can’t return the favor, such as people who are poor or physically impaired.

Luke 14

Jesus gave several illustrations to show that even though a lot of people may already follow God’s advice, God is thrilled when more people follow it

There once was a man who had two sons.  When the younger son asked for his inheritance, the father gave each of them their share.  A few days later, the younger son traveled far away and squandered his share.  Just when he had spent all his money, food became scarce.  He was so desperate that he got a job feeding pigs, but he didn’t earn enough money to buy sufficient food.  He would have been happy to eat the food that he fed the pigs, but his boss wouldn’t let him.  When he realized he would soon die of starvation, he remembered that his father’s hired hands always had plenty to eat.  So he decided to return home, apologize to his father for not following his advice, and offer to work as a hired hand.  

As he was approaching home, his father saw him coming and ran to greet him.  After he apologized, his father told the housemaids to give him clean clothes and prepare a special meal to celebrate his return.  When the older son returned from working in the field, he heard music and dancing, so he asked one of the housemaids what was going on.  As she explained, he became very angry.  His father encouraged him to join in the celebration but he refused, complaining that his father never had a celebration for him, even though he had always followed his father’s advice.  But his father explained that they should celebrate his younger son’s return.

Luke 15

Attitude and Behavior (continued)
Jesus’ response to the religious leaders who asked him when they should expect the better life he spoke about

It’s not something you just sit back and observe.  It involves improving your attitude and behavior toward God and others.

Luke 17

Jesus gave an illustration to those who thought they were following God’s advice better than others

One day a religious leader and a tax collector went to the temple to pray.  The religious leader thanked God that he followed God’s advice better than the tax collector, boasting that he skipped meals two days a week and gave 10% of his income at the temple.  Meanwhile, the tax collector simply acknowledged that he failed to follow God’s advice.

This tax collector expressed more willingness than the religious leader to improve his attitude and behavior toward God and others.  You’re likely to be embarrassed if you think you’re more important than others.  But if you acknowledge that they’re just as important as you are, you’ll gain their respect.

Luke 18
Jesus’ remark when Zacchaeus said he would give half of his belongings to the poor and pay back four times as much for anything he received dishonestly

This man will enjoy a better life because he has decided to follow God’s advice, as our ancestor Abraham did long ago.  I want to help others do the same.

Luke 19
Jesus’ response when a religious leader named Nicodemus acknowledged that Jesus was one of God’s spokesmen 

If you want to enjoy a better life, you must be willing to begin life over again.
You’ll enjoy a better life when you let God help you follow God’s advice.  Like the wind, which seems to have a mind of its own, you must decide for yourself whether or not you want to follow God’s advice.
John 3

Attitude and Behavior (continued)
Jesus’ response to the Samaritan woman who was concerned that some Jews insist Samaritans worship God in Jerusalem

Don’t let that bother you.  Before long, people will be worshipping God everywhere, not just here and in Jerusalem.  God is helping the Jewish people understand that the only way to really worship God is to follow God’s advice, no matter where you are.

John 4
Jesus’ response to the people who heard someone confirm that God will continue to demonstrate how much people should care about each other

The message was meant for you, not me.  If you want to enjoy a better life, you must stop being self-centered and be willing to give your life for others, as I’m about to do.
I’m not here to point out your faults.  God wants me to clarify and demonstrate God’s advice so you can enjoy a better life.  When you follow my example, you’re following God’s advice.  Those who choose not to follow it will continue to live a miserable life.

John 12

Jesus’ response to Pilate, the Roman leader of the district of Judea, when he asked what Jesus did that upset the Jewish people and their religious leaders so much
I’m not an ordinary leader.  If I were, my followers would have fought those who arrested me.  My purpose for living is to help people understand God’s advice so they’ll change their attitude and behavior.
John 18
Change

Jesus scolds the religious leaders for their hypocrisy

You’re like cups and bowls that are only washed on the outside, or like the beautiful tombstones on top of graves.  You put on a good show for others, but your selfish attitude stinks, like the decaying bodies beneath the tombstones.  Stop pretending to be what you’re not, and change your attitude so your behavior will be sincere.

Matthew 23; Luke 13

Jesus’ response to Pilate, the Roman leader of the district of Judea, when he asked what Jesus did that upset the Jewish people and their religious leaders so much
I’m not an ordinary leader.  If I were, my followers would have fought those who arrested me.  My purpose for living is to help people understand God’s advice so they’ll change their attitude and behavior.
John 18
Jesus’ message to his followers in Ephesus

I know you try hard to follow God’s advice as I did, and you don’t support those who just pretend to do so, like the Nicolaitans.  But I’m concerned that you don’t care about each other as much as you used to.  If you don’t change your attitude and behavior, your positive influence on others will soon be gone.

Whoever follows God’s advice will enjoy life as God intended.

Revelation 2
Jesus’ message to his followers in Sardis

I know you have a reputation for following God’s advice, but you’ve almost stopped.  Remind each other of your commitment to change your behavior and follow God’s advice.  If you stop following it, I’ll return when you aren’t ready, like a thief who comes when you least expect it.  I’m glad that at least a few of you are following God’s advice so you can enjoy the ultimate life with me.

Revelation 3

Comfort

Jesus prepares his followers for the reaction of others

You’ve seen how the religious leaders react negatively toward me, so you should expect the same treatment.  They get along fine with people like themselves, but they dislike people who follow my example.  So they’ll want to get rid of you just like they’re planning to do to me.
Thinking they’re doing what God wants, some religious leaders will ostracize you from their religious group, and some will even try to get rid of you permanently.  But they don’t realize that they’re not following God’s advice nor my example.  I’m telling you this now so you won’t be confused when it happens.

When I told you that I’m soon going to be with God, only one of you asked me to explain.  I know you’re disappointed that I’m leaving, but God will help you encourage others to stop living a self-centered life and begin helping people in need.  I could tell you a lot more, but you wouldn’t be able to absorb it right now.  Although I’ll soon be leaving, it won’t be long before I return.
The religious leaders will be celebrating while you’re in mourning.  But like a woman’s pain is replaced with joy when she gives birth to a child, your sadness will be replaced with joy when you see me after I’ve come back to life.
Although you’ve been following me up to now, every one of you will soon abandon me.  Don’t be discouraged when the religious leaders give you a hard time.  I’ve shown you that you’ll enjoy a better life by following God’s advice instead of their self-centered rules.
John 16

Conflict

Jesus explains how to resolve conflict

When any of my followers offend you, discuss the matter with them privately.  If they’re sincerely sorry for what they said or did, accept their apology.  But if they don’t apologize, try discussing the matter again with at least one other person who witnessed the offense.  If they still refuse to apologize, ask a few more of my followers to encourage them to do so.  If they still don’t apologize, you’ll need to explain to them again that the only way they’ll enjoy a better life is to make an effort to improve their attitude and behavior toward God and others.  

As I mentioned before, God allows people to choose the kind of life they wish to live.  But I’m more than willing to help people resolve their conflicts so they can enjoy the life God originally intended.

Matthew 18

Contentment

Jesus points out what people are missing 

Although most of you are content with your self-centered lifestyle, I’m glad some of you realize there’s a better way to live.  If you’re tired of living just to satisfy your own selfish desires, you should follow my example to care about others and help those in need.  Then you’ll enjoy a much more useful and meaningful life.

Matthew 11; Luke 10

Criticism
Jesus emphasizes the “Golden Rule” 

The underlying theme of God’s advice is this,

Always treat others the way 

you would like to be treated.

So stop pointing out other people’s faults.  The more you point out theirs, the more they’ll point out yours.  Even when you think you have good advice for people, it might be better not to give it.  Unless you practice what you preach, others will just resent your advice and consider you a hypocrite.

Whenever you need God’s help, don’t hesitate to ask.  

Matthew 7; Luke 6 & 11

Death
Jesus’ response when one of his followers wanted to delay their departure until he could make arrangements for his father’s burial

Burying the dead is an important duty in our culture, but it’s even more important to encourage people who are still alive to follow God’s advice.  The members of your family who have no interest in that can make arrangements for your father’s burial.

Matthew 8
Jesus encourages his 12 chosen followers to share God’s advice 

As you know, sheep are an easy target for wolves.  You’ll be an easy target, too, for people who refuse to follow God’s advice.  So try to be as wise as an owl but as harmless as a dove. 

As you also know, one’s followers usually suffer the same fate as their leader.  So those who detest me because they think I’m Satan will surely hate you as well.  They’ll blame you for the dissension that following God’s advice creates, and they’ll look for any excuse to persuade the authorities to arrest and publicly torture you.  If you see this about to happen, go on to another town in Palestine.  I’ll join you before you reach them all.  

God cares about every single bird, even those worth very little money.  But you’re more important to God than a whole flock of birds.  God knows everything about you, even how many strands of hair are on your head.  You can rest assured that God will take care of you, no matter what situation you face.  So don’t be afraid if your life is threatened.  The most that people can do is destroy your physical body.  You should be more concerned about God, who determines your destiny after death.

People within the same family may respond differently to God’s advice, and this could create considerable conflict.  Those who reject God’s advice may even try to get rid of their own family members who accept it.  But those who follow God’s advice, despite the animosity of others, will enjoy a much better life.  As they begin to sincerely care about others beyond their own immediate family to the point of being willing to die for them, they’ll experience the real meaning of life as God intended, and they’ll demonstrate it by extending their hospitality to you.

Matthew 10; Luke 12

Death (continued)
Jesus’ response when some religious leaders implied that life after death was a ridiculous notion

When God spoke to Moses long ago, God said, ‘I am the God whom Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are worshipping.’  By stating that these men were worshipping God, even though they had died many years earlier, God implied that death is not final.
Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20
Jesus’ comment to Philip and Andrew when they told him that some non-Jewish people wanted to see him
It will soon be evident how much I care about others.  In order for a grain of wheat to serve its purpose, it must be willing to be buried so it can grow and produce a lot more grains of wheat.  In order for people to serve their purpose in life, they must be willing to give their lives for others, as I’m about to do.  Self-centered people will not enjoy the kind of life God intended.

I could ask God to prevent my suffering and death, but instead I’m asking God to help me demonstrate how much people should care about each other.

John 12
Jesus explains to Thomas and Philip that following his example is essential for a better life

The only way you’ll really know how to follow God’s advice for a better life is by following my example.

I’ve shared God’s advice with you and God has helped me demonstrate it, so you just need to follow my example.  If you do, you’ll be able to help a lot more people than I was able to.  I want everyone to realize how much God cares about them, so don’t hesitate to ask me for help.

Self-centered people ignore God’s advice, but God is always ready to help those who are willing to follow it.  If you respect me, you’ll try to do that.

I won’t leave you stranded.  Although I’m soon going to die, you’ll see me when I come back to life.  After you die and come back to life, you’ll realize that I was helping you follow God’s advice.  Since I’ve demonstrated how much God and I care about you, you should show your respect for me by following my example.
John 14

Depression

Jesus points out what people are missing 

If you’re tired of living just to satisfy your own selfish desires, you should follow my example to care about others and help those in need.  Then you’ll enjoy a much more useful and meaningful life.

Matthew 11; Luke 10

Enemies

Jesus clarifies God’s advice 

God also advised that You should care about others.  Over the years, some people have added the phrase and hate your enemies, but that’s not part of God’s advice.  Since God provides sunshine and rain throughout the world, it’s obvious that God cares about everyone, good or bad.  God wants you to do the same, so you should pray for those who give you a hard time.  If you only care about your friends, you aren’t doing anything special because even people who don’t follow God’s advice care about their friends.  So you should try harder to do what God knows is best for everyone.

Matthew 5

Fear

Jesus encourages his 12 chosen followers to share God’s advice 

As you know, sheep are an easy target for wolves.  You’ll be an easy target, too, for people who refuse to follow God’s advice.  So try to be as wise as an owl but as harmless as a dove. 

As you also know, one’s followers usually suffer the same fate as their leader.  So those who detest me because they think I’m Satan will surely hate you as well.  They’ll blame you for the dissension that following God’s advice creates, and they’ll look for any excuse to persuade the authorities to arrest and publicly torture you.  If you see this about to happen, go on to another town in Palestine.  I’ll join you before you reach them all.  

God cares about every single bird, even those worth very little money.  But you’re more important to God than a whole flock of birds.  God knows everything about you, even how many strands of hair are on your head.  You can rest assured that God will take care of you, no matter what situation you face.  So don’t be afraid if your life is threatened.  The most that people can do is destroy your physical body.  You should be more concerned about God, who determines your destiny after death.

Matthew 10; Luke 12

Jesus’ remark to his 12 chosen followers when he saw how terrified they were over the violent windstorm

You wouldn’t need to be concerned if you had more confidence in God.

Mark 4
Jesus’ message to his followers in Smyrna

I know you’re experiencing a hard time physically, but your life is better in other ways.  While some people criticize you for following God’s advice, they themselves just pretend to follow it, like Satan.  Don’t be afraid when they throw you in prison for ten days to test your level of commitment.  If you’re willing to suffer and even die for following God’s advice, you’ll eventually enjoy the ultimate life.

Whoever follows God’s advice doesn’t need to fear death.

Revelation 2

Forgiveness
Jesus discourages hypocrisy and selfish recognition 
Don’t try to impress others when you pray.  God is the only one who needs to know when you’re praying.  Those who pray to false gods pray long prayers because they think their gods will hear them if they pray long enough.  Don’t waste your time doing that because God knows what you need before you even ask.  Here’s my suggestion for a prayer that covers the basics,

Help us, God,
 
   to give you the respect you deserve, 

   to follow your advice for a better life,
   to obtain food and shelter,
   to overlook the faults of others as you overlook ours,
   and to overcome our self-centeredness.

Notice that I’ve included a reference to overlooking the faults of others.  If you expect God to overlook your faults, you must also be willing to overlook the faults of others.

Matthew 6; Luke 11

Jesus’ response to the religious leaders who tried to ruin his popularity by claiming that Satan enabled him to free people of harmful spirits
God overlooks all your faults but one – your stubborn refusal to let God help you improve your attitude and behavior.

Matthew 12; Mark 3 & 8; Luke 6 & 11
Jesus’ response when Peter asked how many times he must forgive others 

You should continue to forgive them, even if they offend you more than 77 times!  Here’s an illustration to explain why:

Let’s suppose a businessman borrows $500,000 from a banker.  As time passes, the businessman becomes unable to repay his debt as agreed, so the banker decides to foreclose on the debt.  When the businessman begs the banker to be patient, the banker feels sorry for him.  So the banker decides not to foreclose on the loan, and he tells the businessman that he doesn’t even have to repay it.  Some time later, the businessman goes to one of his friends who had borrowed just $8,000, and he demands full payment immediately.  Although his friend begs him to be patient, the businessman promptly sues him for the money.  When others realize what the businessman did, they become very upset and report it to the banker.  So the banker scolds the businessman for not caring about his friend and for not forgiving the debt, as the banker had done for him.  He then proceeds to foreclose on the businessman’s loan after all.

Like the banker in my illustration, God is ready and willing to forgive your faults.  But if you want God to forgive you, you must be willing to forgive others.

Matthew 18

Freedom

Jesus’ comments to the people who had begun to follow his example

The more you follow my example, the more you’ll enjoy the freedom God wants you to have.
Everyone who refuses to follow God’s advice is actually a slave to their own self-centeredness, which I can help you overcome.  Since you’re descendants of Abraham, you should be anxious to follow God’s advice, as he did.  But some of you would rather get rid of me so you can maintain your self-centered lifestyle.
You make other people’s lives miserable by your self-centered lifestyle.  That’s not what God wants.  If you really respected God, you would also respect me and follow my example, because I’m just trying to help you follow God’s advice.
John 8
Generosity

Jesus clarifies God’s advice 

You’ve heard God’s advice regarding An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  The intent of this was not to condone revenge but to make sure people receive appropriate consequences for their actions.  Instead of seeking revenge, you should treat others with kindness.  So don’t seek revenge if someone assaults you or steals something from you, but be generous when someone asks you for a gift, a loan, or some physical help.

Matthew 5

Jesus illustrates that everyone should generously help others in need, whether they deserve it or not
If you want to enjoy a better life, you should follow the example of a generous farmer who helped numerous men earn money to support their families.  Early one morning, the farmer hired a few men to help him on his farm.  Each of them agreed to accept a normal day’s pay.  About mid-morning, the farmer met other men who wanted to work, so he hired them and promised to pay them a fair wage.  Around noon and mid-afternoon, the farmer hired more men who were looking for work.  By late afternoon, there were still some men who had not been offered any work, so he hired them, too.  At the end of the day, the farmer told his foreman to pay all the men a full day’s pay, beginning with the last ones he hired.  But the men he hired early in the morning complained that the others didn’t deserve as much money because the others hadn’t worked all day in the scorching sun, as they had.  The farmer scolded them for criticizing his generosity, reminding them to be thankful for what they received.

Everyone who is able should generously help others in need, whether they deserve it or not.

Matthew 20
Jesus commends a poor widow’s generous gift

Look at that!  This poor widow gave more generously than all those wealthy people.  They only gave a small portion of their wealth, while this poor widow gave all the money she had.

Mark 12; Luke 21
Golden Rule
Jesus emphasizes the “Golden Rule” 

The underlying theme of God’s advice is this,

Always treat others the way 

you would like to be treated.

So stop pointing out other people’s faults.  The more you point out theirs, the more they’ll point out yours.  Even when you think you have good advice for people, it might be better not to give it.  Unless you practice what you preach, others will just resent your advice and consider you a hypocrite.

Whenever you need God’s help, don’t hesitate to ask.  

Matthew 7; Luke 6 & 11

Jesus’ response to a religious group that wondered what God’s best advice is  

You should respect God more than anyone or anything else, and you should care about others as much as you care about yourself.  This is the basis for all the other advice God has given you.

Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 10
Greed
Jesus explains what is important in life 

Where you put your time and effort reflects what you consider important in life.  Don’t waste them on accumulating possessions, which eventually wear out and can be stolen.  When you help others in need, you’ll enjoy a more meaningful life.  The decision is yours.  You can spend your time and effort pursuing your own selfish interests or helping others, but you can’t do both at the same time.

Matthew 6; Luke 12
Hard Times
Jesus clarifies God’s advice 

God also advised that You should care about others.  Over the years, some people have added the phrase and hate your enemies, but that’s not part of God’s advice.  Since God provides sunshine and rain throughout the world, it’s obvious that God cares about everyone, good or bad.  God wants you to do the same, so you should pray for those who give you a hard time.  If you only care about your friends, you aren’t doing anything special because even people who don’t follow God’s advice care about their friends.  So you should try harder to do what God knows is best for everyone.

Matthew 5

Jesus explains how people can enjoy a better life 

To enjoy a better life, you must improve your attitude and behavior toward God and others.  This involves feeling sincerely sorry for the unkind things you’ve said and done in the past, and being willing to follow God’s advice.  That includes being honest, making every effort to restore broken relationships, and helping others in need.

Your life will make more sense when you realize your purpose for existence.  Let me illustrate this with a couple of examples.  As you know, one of the uses of salt is to improve the taste of food.  But if salt loses its flavor, it no longer serves that purpose.

The purpose of a lamp is to help people see when it’s dark.  Can you imagine lighting a lamp and then putting it in a box?  That would defeat its purpose.  People usually put their lamp on a table where it can serve its purpose well.

Your purpose in life is similar to theirs – to help others enjoy a better life.  The more you do so, the more they’ll realize how much God cares for them.

Even if others give you a hard time for following God’s advice, as some people did to God’s spokesmen long ago, you’ll enjoy life more because you’ll be living the kind of life God originally intended.

Matthew 5; Mark 4, 9; Luke 6, 8, 11, 14

Hard Times (continued)
Jesus explains his illustration of spreading seeds 

I’m like the farmer who spreads the seeds.  But instead of spreading seeds, I’m sharing God’s advice for a better life.

Some people are like the hard ground, where the seeds were eaten by the birds before they even had a chance to sprout.  These people refuse to follow God’s advice because they prefer their self-centered lifestyle.   

Some people are like the rocky soil in which the seeds began to sprout but died because the rocks prevented their roots from growing.  These people begin to follow God’s advice, but they stop when others give them a hard time.  

Some people are like the soil full of weeds, which crowded the plants so much that they couldn’t produce any grain.  These people also follow God’s advice for a while, but they’re so worried it might jeopardize their financial security or social status that they soon change their minds.

Finally, some people are like the fertile soil that produced a lot of grain.  These people diligently follow God’s advice and help others enjoy a better life.

Matthew 13; Mark 4; Luke 8

Jesus prayed to God to prepare for the coming events
Help me demonstrate how much you care about people so they’ll follow my example and enjoy a better life. 

My chosen followers acknowledge that I’m your messenger and they realize that when they follow my example, they’re actually following your advice.  But as one of God’s spokesmen predicted long ago, one of them has chosen to do otherwise.  Since I’m about to die, I’m asking you to help the rest get along well together.

Since these men have begun following your advice, some of the religious leaders have given them a hard time.  Help them to continue following your advice and resist self-centered traditions, as I’ve done.  I want them to realize that you’ve cared about others ever since you created the world and that they should care about others, as I do.

Help all my followers to get along well together, as you and I do, so self-centered people will realize that you care about them and that they must care about each other if they want to get along well with each other.
John 17
Hard Times (continued)
Jesus prepares his followers for the reaction of others

You’ve seen how the religious leaders react negatively toward me, so you should expect the same treatment.  They get along fine with people like themselves, but they dislike people who follow my example.  So they’ll want to get rid of you just like they’re planning to do to me.

If the religious leaders followed my example, they wouldn’t have any contention with you.  But they refuse to acknowledge that I’ve been demonstrating God’s advice.  They have no excuse for ignoring it and hating God and me, so they’re just like the people who hated one of God’s spokesmen long ago. 

The more God helps you and others follow my example, the more evident it will be that I’ve been following God’s advice.  You can verify that I’ve been doing this since the day you met me.
Thinking they’re doing what God wants, some religious leaders will ostracize you from their religious group, and some will even try to get rid of you permanently.  But they don’t realize that they’re not following God’s advice nor my example.  I’m telling you this now so you won’t be confused when it happens.

When I told you that I’m soon going to be with God, only one of you asked me to explain.  I know you’re disappointed that I’m leaving, but God will help you encourage others to stop living a self-centered life and begin helping people in need.  I could tell you a lot more, but you wouldn’t be able to absorb it right now.  Although I’ll soon be leaving, it won’t be long before I return.

The religious leaders will be celebrating while you’re in mourning.  But like a woman’s pain is replaced with joy when she gives birth to a child, your sadness will be replaced with joy when you see me after I’ve come back to life.
Although you’ve been following me up to now, every one of you will soon abandon me.  Don’t be discouraged when the religious leaders give you a hard time.  I’ve shown you that you’ll enjoy a better life by following God’s advice instead of their self-centered rules.

John 15 & 16

Hard Times (continued)
Jesus’ message to his followers in Smyrna

I know you’re experiencing a hard time physically, but your life is better in other ways.  While some people criticize you for following God’s advice, they themselves just pretend to follow it, like Satan.  Don’t be afraid when they throw you in prison for ten days to test your level of commitment.  If you’re willing to suffer and even die for following God’s advice, you’ll eventually enjoy the ultimate life.

Whoever follows God’s advice doesn’t need to fear death.

Revelation 2
Helping Others in Need
Jesus explains what is important in life 

Where you put your time and effort reflects what you consider important in life.  Don’t waste them on accumulating possessions, which eventually wear out and can be stolen.  When you help others in need, you’ll enjoy a more meaningful life.  The decision is yours.  You can spend your time and effort pursuing your own selfish interests or helping others, but you can’t do both at the same time.

Self-centered people often worry if they’ll have enough food, water and clothing for the future.  God knows you need these things.  So if you help others now, God will motivate others to help you later.  There’s enough to be concerned about today without worrying about the distant future.
Matthew 6; Luke 12
You need to be like the attendants who were ready and eager to provide light for the procession from the groom’s home to the bride’s after the wedding reception, no matter what time of night it was.  The groom rewarded them by inviting them to dinner and serving them personally.  So you should always be ready to help others in need because the opportunity could arise at any time.

Luke 12

Jesus’ response to some religious leaders who questioned why he associated with tax collectors and others who didn’t follow God’s advice very well 
As you know, people who are well don’t need a doctor, so people who already follow God’s advice don’t need my help.  But I’m here to help those who want to improve their attitude and behavior toward God and others.  One of God’s spokesmen told people long ago that helping others is more important than making material offerings to God.
Matthew 9; Mark 2; Luke 5
Helping Others in Need (continued)
Jesus’ response when Peter insisted that Jesus wouldn’t be beaten and executed
Stop acting like Satan, who wants everything to go his way.

If you want to enjoy a better life, you must stop being self-centered.  What good is your life if you acquire fame and fortune but don’t share it?  The more you help others, the more you’ll enjoy life.  Make the most of your life by helping others in need, even if it means giving your life for them, as some of you will see me do.

Matthew 16; Mark 8; Luke 9

Jesus’ response when Peter remarked that he and Jesus’ other chosen followers had basically given up everything to follow him

You have all been very committed to helping me share God’s advice with the Jewish people.  Anyone who is willing to give up their job and move away from their home and family to help others in need, as you have done, will receive great satisfaction in life.  A lot of people will follow your example.

Matthew 19; Mark 10; Luke 18

Jesus illustrates that everyone should generously help others in need, whether they deserve it or not
If you want to enjoy a better life, you should follow the example of a generous farmer who helped numerous men earn money to support their families.  Early one morning, the farmer hired a few men to help him on his farm.  Each of them agreed to accept a normal day’s pay.  About mid-morning, the farmer met other men who wanted to work, so he hired them and promised to pay them a fair wage.  Around noon and mid-afternoon, the farmer hired more men who were looking for work.  By late afternoon, there were still some men who had not been offered any work, so he hired them, too.  At the end of the day, the farmer told his foreman to pay all the men a full day’s pay, beginning with the last ones he hired.  But the men he hired early in the morning complained that the others didn’t deserve as much money because the others hadn’t worked all day in the scorching sun, as they had.  The farmer scolded them for criticizing his generosity, reminding them to be thankful for what they received.

Everyone who is able should generously help others in need, whether they deserve it or not.
Matthew 20

Helping Others in Need (continued)
Jesus’ response when James and John’s mother asked if they could be his generals  

Are you willing to help others to the point of giving your life for them, as I’m about to do?

There aren’t many who have made such a deep commitment to God.

I don’t want you to force others to serve you, as the Roman leaders do.  I want you to help others in need, as I’m doing.

Matthew 20; Mark 10; Luke 22

Jesus shares a story to illustrate that people should be prepared to help others

One evening, ten girls took their lamps along to a wedding reception to provide light for the procession from the groom’s home to the bride’s after the reception.  Since they arrived early at the groom’s house, they fell asleep while waiting for him to open the door.  When someone announced that he would soon open it, they woke up and checked their lamps.  Five of the girls discovered that they hadn’t brought enough oil for their lamps, so they tried to borrow some from the others.  But the other five girls were concerned that they might not have enough oil for all of them, so they suggested the others go and buy more oil for themselves.  While they were gone, the groom opened the door and welcomed the girls who were prepared to provide light for the procession.  When the other girls returned, they were turned away because they weren’t ready when their help was needed.

Matthew 25; Luke 12

Jesus explains that people determine their own destiny

People determine the quality of their life by their response to God’s advice.  Those who follow it, as readily as sheep follow their shepherd, make life more bearable by giving food and clothing to people in need, extending hospitality to strangers, caring for the sick, and visiting people in prison.  This is what God originally intended everyone to do.  But those who refuse to follow God’s advice, like goats that stubbornly go their own way, make life miserable for themselves and others.

Matthew 25

Helping Others in Need (continued)
Jesus commends a poor widow’s generous gift

Look at that!  This poor widow gave more generously than all those wealthy people.  They only gave a small portion of their wealth, while this poor widow gave all the money she had.

Mark 12; Luke 21
Jesus’ response to a religious leader who asked him to clarify what he meant by neighbor

One day, as a man was traveling on the dangerous road from Jerusalem to Jericho, some thieves robbed him and almost beat him to death.  Some time later, a religious leader happened to come by.  He saw the injured man lying beside the road but continued on his journey without offering any aid.  Another religious leader came along later, but he also went on his way without helping the man.
Finally, a man from the district of Samaria came along.  He felt sorry for the injured man, so he treated his wounds and bandaged them.  Then he put the man on his donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him until the next day.  Before he continued on his journey, the man from Samaria gave the manager of the inn enough money to take care of the injured man until he returned.  He even promised to pay for any additional expenses that the manager might incur while he was away.

Luke 10
Jesus added another illustration to encourage his followers to help others in need so they’ll return the favor later

There once was a very wealthy man who learned that his financial manager was mishandling funds.  When the manager was fired, he was told to turn over the financial records.  He knew he wasn’t strong enough to be a laborer, and he had too much pride to be a beggar, so he came up with a plan to ensure that he would have food and lodging later.  His scheme was to reduce the amount that people owed the estate.  So he cut one person’s debt of 700 gallons of oil in half, and he reduced another person’s debt of 100 containers of grain to 80.  His boss even complimented him for being so clever.

If you don’t help others, you can’t expect others to help you.  You can use your money for yourself or for helping others, but you can’t do both at the same time.
Luke 16
Helping Others in Need (continued)
Jesus illustrates how important it is to help others in need

There once was a wealthy man who had expensive clothes and lived a very comfortable life.  Near the entrance to his home, a poor man by the name of Lazarus begged to eat the rich man’s scraps, while dogs licked the open sores that covered his body.  

Eventually, both men died.  When the rich man saw that Lazarus was in the company of Abraham, he asked Abraham to have Lazarus bring him some water for relief from the intense heat.  Abraham explained that Lazarus and the rich man’s situations had reversed.  While they were alive, the rich man enjoyed a life of comfort while Lazarus experienced a miserable life.  Now it was the other way around, and there was no way to change it.

The rich man then asked Abraham to have Lazarus warn the rich man’s five brothers so they wouldn’t end up where he was.  Abraham explained that they just need to follow God’s advice, which Moses and God’s other spokesmen recorded long ago.  The rich man thought his brothers might be more likely to follow God’s advice if someone who had come back to life would talk to them.  But Abraham told him that wouldn’t make any difference.

Luke 16

Jesus’ response to his 12 chosen followers when they questioned whether he should go to the district of Judea, since some religious leaders had tried to kill him there

We only have a limited number of hours each day to help others, so we should make good use of that time while we have it.  
John 11

Jesus’ message to his followers in Thyatira

I know you care about and help each other even more than you did when you first started following God’s advice.  

Those who follow God’s advice will help others enjoy a better life, like a shepherd does for his sheep.

Revelation 2

Honesty
Jesus explains how people can enjoy a better life 

To enjoy a better life, you must improve your attitude and behavior toward God and others.  This involves feeling sincerely sorry for the unkind things you’ve said and done in the past, and being willing to follow God’s advice.  That includes being honest, making every effort to restore broken relationships, and helping others in need.

Matthew 5; Mark 4, 9; Luke 6, 8, 11, 14

Jesus defends his connection with God 

Most people can tell how healthy a tree is by its fruit.  If the fruit is good, the tree is obviously healthy.  People can also tell what others think by what they say.  Those who tell the truth are honest.  Those who distort the truth will eventually face the consequences for their dishonesty.

Matthew 12; Mark 3 & 8; Luke 6 & 11
Humility

Jesus encourages humility

If you want to please God, you should have a humble attitude in everything you do.  Don’t make a big show when you help people in need, so others will pat you on the back.  God is aware of everything you do, so you can help others without anyone else knowing it and still receive God’s approval, which is all that really matters.

Matthew 6

Jesus’ response when his 12 chosen followers asked him which of them was the best follower of God’s advice

If you want to be the best follower of God’s advice, you’ll need to replace your pride with the humility of a little child.  

Matthew 18; Mark 9; Luke 9

Jesus explained why he washed his chosen followers’ feet

Since you’ve decided to follow my example, you should help others with humble tasks, such as washing their feet.  
John 13

Hypocrisy
Jesus clarifies God’s advice 

If you really want to enjoy a better life, you need to follow all of God’s advice and encourage others to do so.  Putting up a good front, as some of the religious leaders do, accomplishes nothing.

Matthew 5

Jesus discourages hypocrisy

Stop pointing out other people’s faults.  The more you point out theirs, the more they’ll point out yours.  Even when you think you have good advice for people, it might be better not to give it.  Unless you practice what you preach, others will just resent your advice and consider you a hypocrite.
As I’ve said before, putting on an act accomplishes nothing.  Only those who make a sincere effort to follow God’s advice will enjoy a better life.  A time will come when a lot of people will claim that they followed God’s advice and that I helped them do a lot of amazing things such as sending away harmful spirits.  But I’ll have to remind them that they never did any of those things.

Those who make a sincere effort to follow God’s advice are like the wise builder whose house was able to withstand a violent rainstorm because he built it on a solid foundation.  But those who pretend to follow God’s advice are like the foolish builder whose house totally collapsed during the rainstorm because he built it on shifting sand.

Matthew 7; Luke 6 & 11
Jesus warns his 12 chosen followers about the hypocrisy of some of the religious leaders
Be careful of the yeast of the religious leaders.

Do you remember how many baskets of leftovers there were when just five loaves of bread fed more than 5,000 people, and how many leftovers there were when seven loaves of bread fed more than 4,000 people?  These two incidents weren’t just about bread.  They demonstrated how far something can spread.  This is why you should be careful of the yeast of the religious leaders.

Matthew 16

Hypocrisy (continued)
Jesus exposes the religious leaders’ hypocrisy 
There once was a farmer who had two sons.  When he asked them to work on the farm one day, his one son refused at first but later changed his mind and did as his father asked.  His other son readily agreed but never followed through.

You think you’re so much better than prostitutes and dishonest tax collectors, but they’re like the first son in the story.  When my forerunner John explained how they could enjoy a better life, they began changing their attitude and behavior toward God and others.  But you’re like the second son in the story because you want others to think you follow God’s advice, but you have your own agenda.
Matthew 21; Mark 12; Luke 20
Jesus scolds the religious leaders for their hypocrisy

I’m very disappointed in you.  Not only do you refuse to follow God’s advice, but you also discourage others from doing so.  In fact, when you instruct your followers, you convince them to be even more resistant to following God’s advice than you yourselves are.

You’re so intent on impressing others with your offerings at the temple that you even give 10% of the tiny seeds from your herbal plants.  But you fail to do what God considers far more important, namely, following God’s advice and helping people in need.  You’re very religious about following your own petty rules, but you ignore what really matters to God.

You’re like cups and bowls that are only washed on the outside, or like the beautiful tombstones on top of graves.  You put on a good show for others, but your selfish attitude stinks, like the decaying bodies beneath the tombstones.  Stop pretending to be what you’re not, and change your attitude so your behavior will be sincere.

Matthew 23; Luke 13

Jesus’ response to some religious leaders when they laughed at him for insinuating that they didn’t use their money to help others.  

You may fool others into thinking that you follow God’s advice, but God knows how you really are.  God is disgusted with your pretentiousness.

Luke 16
Jesus’ Example
Jesus points out what people are missing 

Although most of you are content with your self-centered lifestyle, I’m glad some of you realize there’s a better way to live.

If you’re tired of living just to satisfy your own selfish desires, you should follow my example to care about others and help those in need.  Then you’ll enjoy a much more useful and meaningful life.

Matthew 11; Luke 10
Jesus’ response when Peter insisted that Jesus wouldn’t be beaten and executed
Stop acting like Satan, who wants everything to go his way.

If you want to enjoy a better life, you must stop being self-centered.  What good is your life if you acquire fame and fortune but don’t share it?  The more you help others, the more you’ll enjoy life.  Make the most of your life by helping others in need, even if it means giving your life for them, as some of you will see me do.

Matthew 16; Mark 8; Luke 9

Jesus shares a couple of illustrations to get people to think about their level of commitment

When people build something, they should figure out how much it’s going to cost so they’ll know if they have enough money to finish the job.  Others will make fun of them if they’re not able to complete the task.

When a commander goes to war with 10,000 soldiers, he should calculate whether or not he can defeat the opposing army of 20,000.  If he doesn’t think he can win, he should try to make a truce before the battle begins.
Before you commit yourself to following my example, you should decide if you care about others beyond your own family to the point of being willing to give your life for them.
Luke 14
Jesus’ Example (continued)
After taking a little child in his arms, Jesus describes the best follower of God’s advice

If you want to be the best follower of God’s advice, you’ll need to replace your pride with the humility of a little child.  When you do this, you’ll be following my example.

Matthew 18; Mark 9; Luke 9, 15, 17

Jesus’ response to the religious leaders who decided to get rid of him because he had healed someone on the weekly day of rest
Whoever respects God should also respect me.  I’m just doing what God wants me to do, which is to help people follow God’s advice so they can enjoy a better life.  Those who cater to their own selfish desires will continue to live a miserable life.

When some of you asked John about me, he told you the truth, that I’m helping people follow God’s advice, as he is doing.  So it shouldn’t surprise you that a lot of people are beginning to enjoy life more.  But an even better indication that I’m doing what God wants is the fact that I’m demonstrating God’s advice by helping people in need. 

Apparently, some of you aren’t familiar with God’s advice, because you’re not following my example.  You should spend more time reading what God’s spokesmen wrote long ago because they already explained how you can enjoy a better life.  They even referred to me, but some of you still refuse to follow my example.

Those of you who don’t respect God won’t respect me either.  You’ll follow someone else’s advice if it appeals to your self-centeredness, but you won’t follow God’s advice, which I’m demonstrating for you.  If you’re more concerned about getting other people’s approval than God’s, you won’t be very motivated to follow God’s advice. 

I’m not here to point out your shortcomings.  God’s spokesman Moses already did that long ago.  If you followed the advice that God gave our ancestors through Moses, you’d follow my example, because I’m following the same advice.  But if you’re not willing to follow what Moses wrote, you won’t be willing to follow my example either.

John 5 

Jesus’ Example (continued)
Jesus’ remarks to the people who followed him after he provided food for more than 5,000 people

You came looking for me again because you were even more impressed that I satisfied your hunger than that I healed those who were sick or physically disabled.  But you should be more interested in the special food from God than in food that spoils.
The food that Moses gave our ancestors just satisfied their temporary hunger, but the special food that God is offering will help everyone enjoy a better life.
I’m the special food that my father is offering.  If you’d follow my example, your hunger for a better life would be satisfied.  But a lot of you simply refuse to do that.
As one of God’s spokesmen indicated long ago, God wants everyone to have a good understanding of God’s advice.  I’m demonstrating the kind of life God is inviting everyone to enjoy, but you need to follow my example to experience it.  

A lot of our ancestors saw no change in their lives after they ate the food that God provided in the desert.  But whoever eats the special food that God is providing now will enjoy a better life.
The only way you’ll enjoy a better life is by risking your life to help others follow God’s advice, as I’m doing.
What’s so hard to understand?  Only God can help you enjoy a better life; you can’t do it by yourself.  Some of you just don’t want to follow my example.
You won’t be ready to follow my example until you’re willing to follow God’s advice.

John 6
Jesus’ response to the religious leaders who accused him of being a trouble-maker

I’m not a trouble-maker, and I’m not trying to impress anyone.  The truth is, whoever honors God by following my example will never die.
John 8
Jesus’ Example (continued)
Jesus’ comments to the people who had begun to follow his example

The more you follow my example, the more you’ll enjoy the freedom God wants you to have.
Everyone who refuses to follow God’s advice is actually a slave to their own self-centeredness, which I can help you overcome.  Since you’re descendants of Abraham, you should be anxious to follow God’s advice, as he did.  But some of you would rather get rid of me so you can maintain your self-centered lifestyle.
You make other people’s lives miserable by your self-centered lifestyle.  That’s not what God wants.  If you really respected God, you would also respect me and follow my example, because I’m just trying to help you follow God’s advice.

John 8
Jesus’ response when some religious leaders boasted that they already understood God’s advice
You may think you understand God’s advice but you obviously don’t, because you’re not following it very well.

Let me give you an illustration.  As you know, sheep enter their pen by following their shepherd through the gate as he calls them by name.  They don’t follow someone whose voice they don’t recognize.  Unlike sheep who go through the gate, a thief tries to find another way into the pen.
I’m like the shepherd who leads his sheep through the gate.  They follow him out to pasture and back into their pen because they know he’ll help them enjoy as good a life as possible.  When he sees a wolf attacking, he’s willing to risk his life to protect them, but the hired hand runs away because he’s more concerned about his own safety.  A thief is even worse because his goal is to kill the sheep.

I’ll risk my life to help people enjoy a better life.  No one is forcing me to do this.  I follow God’s advice because I know God cares about me, and a lot of people follow my example because they know I care about others.

John 9 & 10
Jesus’ Example (continued)
Jesus’ comment to Philip and Andrew when they told him that some non-Jewish people wanted to see him
It will soon be evident how much I care about others.  In order for a grain of wheat to serve its purpose, it must be willing to be buried so it can grow and produce a lot more grains of wheat.  In order for people to serve their purpose in life, they must be willing to give their lives for others, as I’m about to do.  Self-centered people will not enjoy the kind of life God intended.

I could ask God to prevent my suffering and death, but instead I’m asking God to help me demonstrate how much people should care about each other.

John 12
Jesus’ response to the people who heard someone confirm that God will continue to demonstrate how much people should care about each other

I’m not here to point out your faults.  God wants me to clarify and demonstrate God’s advice so you can enjoy a better life.  When you follow my example, you’re following God’s advice.  Those who choose not to follow it will continue to live a miserable life.

John 12
Jesus’ comment after he washed the feet of his 12 chosen followers
Since you’ve decided to follow my example, you should help others with humble tasks, such as washing their feet.  You’ll enjoy doing this because they’ll welcome your help when they realize that you’re following God’s advice.
You should care about others to the point of giving your life for them, as God is helping me do.  This may seem like a new idea, but people will know you’re following my example when you care that much about others.

John 13
Jesus’ Example (continued)
Jesus explains to Thomas and Philip that following his example is essential for a better life

The only way you’ll really know how to follow God’s advice for a better life is by following my example.

I’ve shared God’s advice with you and God has helped me demonstrate it, so you just need to follow my example.  If you do, you’ll be able to help a lot more people than I was able to.  I want everyone to realize how much God cares about them, so don’t hesitate to ask me for help.

Self-centered people ignore God’s advice, but God is always ready to help those who are willing to follow it.  If you respect me, you’ll try to do that.

I won’t leave you stranded.  Although I’m soon going to die, you’ll see me when I come back to life.  After you die and come back to life, you’ll realize that I was helping you follow God’s advice.  Since I’ve demonstrated how much God and I care about you, you should show your respect for me by following my example.

John 14

Jesus’ response when his follower named Judas (not Simon Iscariot’s son) wondered why only his followers would see him when he comes back to life

People who don’t respect me aren’t interested in following my example.  

After I’m gone, God will help you recall what I’ve told you so you can enjoy a better life.  So don’t be upset.  I’ve told you that I’ll be returning.  If you care about me, you’ll be glad that I’m going to be with God, who is greater than I am.  I’m telling you this so you’ll be able to accept what’s about to happen.  I won’t say much more because the religious leaders are soon going to carry out their plan to get rid of me.  I’ll let them do it because I want everyone to know that I honor God by following God’s advice, no matter what the consequences.

John 14
Jesus’ Example (continued)
Jesus’ explains more to his followers on their way to the garden just east of Jerusalem

As you know, some branches on a vine produce a lot of fruit, and some don’t produce any.  A farmer prunes the productive branches so they’ll become even more productive, and he removes those that don’t produce anything.  Since God is helping you follow my example to care more about others, you’re like the branches that the farmer prunes to be more productive.

As you also know, branches can’t produce anything if they’re not attached to the vine.  When they break off, they die and are eventually burned.  If you stop following my example, you’ll be as useless as broken branches. 

Like a farmer who helps the branches on a vine become more productive, God wants to help you care more about others.  Since God cares about me and I care about you, you should also care about others.  I’ve already demonstrated this for you, so you just need to follow my example.

I want you to care about each other so you can all enjoy a better life.  The most we can do for others is give our lives for them, as I’m about to do.  God will help you follow my example.
John 15

Jesus’ Example (continued)
Jesus prepares his followers for the reaction of others

You’ve seen how the religious leaders react negatively toward me, so you should expect the same treatment.  They get along fine with people like themselves, but they dislike people who follow my example.  So they’ll want to get rid of you just like they’re planning to do to me.

If the religious leaders followed my example, they wouldn’t have any contention with you.  But they refuse to acknowledge that I’ve been demonstrating God’s advice.  They have no excuse for ignoring it and hating God and me, so they’re just like the people who hated one of God’s spokesmen long ago. 

The more God helps you and others follow my example, the more evident it will be that I’ve been following God’s advice.  You can verify that I’ve been doing this since the day you met me.
Thinking they’re doing what God wants, some religious leaders will ostracize you from their religious group, and some will even try to get rid of you permanently.  But they don’t realize that they’re not following God’s advice nor my example.  I’m telling you this now so you won’t be confused when it happens.

When I told you that I’m soon going to be with God, only one of you asked me to explain.  I know you’re disappointed that I’m leaving, but God will help you encourage others to stop living a self-centered life and begin helping people in need.  I could tell you a lot more, but you wouldn’t be able to absorb it right now.  Although I’ll soon be leaving, it won’t be long before I return.

The religious leaders will be celebrating while you’re in mourning.  But like a woman’s pain is replaced with joy when she gives birth to a child, your sadness will be replaced with joy when you see me after I’ve come back to life.
Although you’ve been following me up to now, every one of you will soon abandon me.  Don’t be discouraged when the religious leaders give you a hard time.  I’ve shown you that you’ll enjoy a better life by following God’s advice instead of their self-centered rules.

John 15 & 16
Leadership

Jesus’ response when James and John’s mother asked if they could be his generals  

Are you willing to help others to the point of giving your life for them, as I’m about to do?

There aren’t many who have made such a deep commitment to God.

I don’t want you to force others to serve you, as the Roman leaders do.  I want you to help others in need, as I’m doing.

Matthew 20; Mark 10; Luke 22

Jesus’ response to Pilate, the Roman leader of the district of Judea, when he asked what Jesus did that upset the Jewish people and their religious leaders so much
I’m not an ordinary leader.  If I were, my followers would have fought those who arrested me.  My purpose for living is to help people understand God’s advice so they’ll change their attitude and behavior.
John 18
Lust

Jesus clarifies God’s advice 

God also advised that You should not break up your marriage to marry someone else.  In fact, you shouldn’t even want to marry someone else.  It would be better to stop associating with that person so you don’t cause a lot of misery for yourself and your family.

Matthew 5

Marriage and Divorce
Jesus clarifies God’s advice 

God also advised that You should not break up your marriage to marry someone else.  In fact, you shouldn’t even want to marry someone else.  It would be better to stop associating with that person so you don’t cause a lot of misery for yourself and your family.

As you know, it’s the custom for a man to give his wife an official document when he divorces her.  But it’s important that people accept responsibility for their actions when they insist on getting divorced.  If a man divorces his wife for some selfish reason, he should accept responsibility for ruining their marriage.  If he encourages the woman he wants to marry to get a divorce, he should accept responsibility for ruining that marriage, too.

Matthew 5
Jesus’ response when some religious leaders questioned him about divorce

God’s original intent was for spouses to enjoy a lifetime together.

Moses advised a man to give his wife an official document when he divorced her because Moses realized some marriages would eventually break up due to the self-centeredness of one or both spouses.  But it’s important that people accept responsibility for their actions when they insist on getting divorced.  If a man divorces his wife so he can marry another woman, he should accept responsibility for ruining their marriage.
As you know, some men naturally have very little attraction to women, others have their sexual drive diminished by castration, and others choose not to marry so they can devote more time to honor God by helping others.  But many men just let nature take its course and get married without taking their lifelong commitment very seriously.

Matthew 19; Mark 10; Luke 16

Materialism

Jesus explains what is important in life 

Where you put your time and effort reflects what you consider important in life.  Don’t waste them on accumulating possessions, which eventually wear out and can be stolen.  When you help others in need, you’ll enjoy a more meaningful life.  The decision is yours.  You can spend your time and effort pursuing your own selfish interests or helping others, but you can’t do both at the same time.

Don’t be concerned about having enough food and clothing for the distant future.  There are more urgent matters that need your attention.  As you know, the birds don’t worry about what they’ll eat from one year to the next because God provides the food they need.  Since people are a lot more important than birds, God will surely provide the food you need, too.  Remember, storing up food for the distant future doesn’t guarantee that you’ll live long enough to eat it.

Matthew 6; Luke 12
Jesus’ response when a wealthy young man asked how he could enjoy life as God intended
To enjoy life as God intended, you need to follow God’s basic advice for getting along with others:  don’t murder or steal, keep your lifelong commitment to your spouse, respect your parents, tell the truth, and care about others as much as you care about yourself.

If you really want to enjoy life as God intended, you need to follow my example.  Sell your belongings and give the money to people in need.  Are you willing to do that?

It’s especially difficult for rich people to enjoy life as God intended because they’re usually so attached to their money and possessions that they aren’t willing to share them with others.

Matthew 19; Mark 10; Luke 18

Motives

Jesus clarifies God’s advice 

You’re all familiar with God’s advice that You should not murder.  Obviously, murder can’t be tolerated.  But the selfish motive to harm someone else reveals itself in other behavior such as verbal abuse, which is also unacceptable.  Such behavior makes life very unpleasant and breaks down relationships between people.

It’s more important to restore broken relationships than to make material offerings to God.  So if you’ve harmed someone in any way, you should promptly apologize and repair the damage you’ve caused so that person won’t press charges and have you imprisoned.  Once you’re in jail, you’ll be confined until your sentence is served, and that just delays the opportunity to restore your relationship.

So you see, it’s not just your actions that make life miserable.  It’s the selfish motives behind them.

Matthew 5

Jesus encourages humility 
If you want to please God, you should have a humble attitude in everything you do.  Don’t make a big show when you help people in need, so others will pat you on the back.  God is aware of everything you do, so you can help others without anyone else knowing it and still receive God’s approval, which is all that really matters.

And don’t try to impress others when you pray.  God is the only one who needs to know when you’re praying.  

One more suggestion.  When you skip meals to focus on following God’s advice, don’t make it obvious to impress others.  As I’ve said before, God is aware of everything you do, so you can skip meals without others knowing it and still receive God’s approval, which is all that really matters.

Matthew 6; Luke 11
Peace

Jesus clarifies God’s advice 

You’re all familiar with God’s advice that You should not murder.  Obviously, murder can’t be tolerated.  But the selfish motive to harm someone else reveals itself in other behavior such as verbal abuse, which is also unacceptable.  Such behavior makes life very unpleasant and breaks down relationships between people.

It’s more important to restore broken relationships than to make material offerings to God.  So if you’ve harmed someone in any way, you should promptly apologize and repair the damage you’ve caused so that person won’t press charges and have you imprisoned.  Once you’re in jail, you’ll be confined until your sentence is served, and that just delays the opportunity to restore your relationship.

So you see, it’s not just your actions that make life miserable.  It’s the selfish motives behind them.

God also advised that You shouldn’t break a promise.  Some of you often mention God in your promises to make them more convincing.  But when you do that, you imply that your word isn’t trustworthy by itself.  You need to try harder to keep your word so others can depend on what you say.

You’ve heard God’s advice regarding An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  The intent of this was not to condone revenge but to make sure people receive appropriate consequences for their actions.  Instead of seeking revenge, you should treat others with kindness.  So don’t seek revenge if someone assaults you or steals something from you, but be generous when someone asks you for a gift, a loan, or some physical help.

God also advised that You should care about others.  Over the years, some people have added the phrase and hate your enemies, but that’s not part of God’s advice.  Since God provides sunshine and rain throughout the world, it’s obvious that God cares about everyone, good or bad.  God wants you to do the same, so you should pray for those who give you a hard time.  If you only care about your friends, you aren’t doing anything special because even people who don’t follow God’s advice care about their friends.  So you should try harder to do what God knows is best for everyone.

Matthew 5

Peace (continued)
Jesus explains how people can enjoy a better life 

To enjoy a better life, you must improve your attitude and behavior toward God and others.  This involves feeling sincerely sorry for the unkind things you’ve said and done in the past, and being willing to follow God’s advice.  That includes being honest, making every effort to restore broken relationships, and helping others in need.

Your life will make more sense when you realize your purpose for existence.  Let me illustrate this with a couple of examples.  As you know, one of the uses of salt is to improve the taste of food.  But if salt loses its flavor, it no longer serves that purpose.

The purpose of a lamp is to help people see when it’s dark.  Can you imagine lighting a lamp and then putting it in a box?  That would defeat its purpose.  People usually put their lamp on a table where it can serve its purpose well.

Your purpose in life is similar to theirs – to help others enjoy a better life.  The more you do so, the more they’ll realize how much God cares for them.

Even if others give you a hard time for following God’s advice, as some people did to God’s spokesmen long ago, you’ll enjoy life more because you’ll be living the kind of life God originally intended.

Matthew 5; Mark 4, 9; Luke 6, 8, 11, 14

Popularity

Jesus clarifies his purpose in life

Whoever respects God should also respect me.  I’m just doing what God wants me to do, which is to help people follow God’s advice so they can enjoy a better life.  Those who cater to their own selfish desires will continue to live a miserable life.

Those of you who don’t respect God won’t respect me either.  You’ll follow someone else’s advice if it appeals to your self-centeredness, but you won’t follow God’s advice, which I’m demonstrating for you.  If you’re more concerned about getting other people’s approval than God’s, you won’t be very motivated to follow God’s advice. 
John 5

Potential
Jesus encourages people to use their potential if they expect to enjoy a better life

There once was a wealthy man who was getting ready to go on a long journey.  Before he left, he asked three financial agents to invest his money while he was gone.  He gave the first agent $250,000, the second $100,000, and the third $50,000.  The first two agents doubled their money, but the third agent put his money in a safe place instead of investing it.  When the wealthy man returned from his trip, he was so pleased with the first two agents’ efforts that he promoted them to higher positions.  
The third agent admitted that he put his amount in a safe place instead of investing it because he was afraid he couldn’t meet the wealthy man’s expectations.  As he returned the money, the wealthy man reprimanded him for not investing it,

‘If you knew what I expected, you should’ve invested the money I gave you so it could’ve earned some interest while I was gone.’  

After firing the third agent and giving his amount to the first agent, the wealthy man reminded everyone that they must use their potential if they want to reap any benefits.

Matthew 25; Luke 19
Prayer
Jesus’ response when one of his followers asked him to teach them how to pray
Don’t try to impress others when you pray.  God is the only one who needs to know when you’re praying.  Those who pray to false gods pray long prayers because they think their gods will hear them if they pray long enough.  Don’t waste your time doing that because God knows what you need before you even ask.  Here’s my suggestion for a prayer that covers the basics,

Help us, God,
 
   to give you the respect you deserve, 

   to follow your advice for a better life,
   to obtain food and shelter,
   to overlook the faults of others as you overlook ours,
   and to overcome our self-centeredness.

Notice that I’ve included a reference to overlooking the faults of others.  If you expect God to overlook your faults, you must also be willing to overlook the faults of others.

Matthew 6; Luke 11
Jesus encourages people to ask God for help to follow God’s advice

Whenever you need God’s help, don’t hesitate to ask.  As you know, parents try to give their children whatever they need.  But God will help you even more than your parents.

Matthew 7; Luke 6 & 11

Jesus’ comment to 70 of his followers whom he invited to share God’s advice with others

This is like harvesting a large crop that requires a lot of workers to accomplish the task.  You’ll need to ask God to motivate more people to help meet this tremendous need.

Luke 10

Prayer (continued)
Jesus gave his followers an illustration to encourage them to ask God for help when faced with opposition
There once was a judge who had no respect for God and no compassion for other people.  A widow had asked him on numerous occasions to stop someone from mistreating her.  But the judge ignored her until he had to help her to avoid embarrassment.

Unlike this apathetic judge, God will respond quickly to those who ask for help when mistreated for following God’s advice.

Luke 18

Jesus’ prayer to God after the people removed the large rock in front of Lazarus’ tomb
Thank you for your help.  I want these people to realize that I’m your messenger.

John 11

Jesus prayed to God to prepare for the coming events
Help me demonstrate how much you care about people so they’ll follow my example and enjoy a better life. 

My chosen followers acknowledge that I’m your messenger and they realize that when they follow my example, they’re actually following your advice.  But as one of God’s spokesmen predicted long ago, one of them has chosen to do otherwise.  Since I’m about to die, I’m asking you to help the rest get along well together.

Since these men have begun following your advice, some of the religious leaders have given them a hard time.  Help them to continue following your advice and resist self-centered traditions, as I’ve done.  I want them to realize that you’ve cared about others ever since you created the world and that they should care about others, as I do.

Help all my followers to get along well together, as you and I do, so self-centered people will realize that you care about them and that they must care about each other if they want to get along well with each other.

John 17
Pride
Jesus encourages humility 
If you want to please God, you should have a humble attitude in everything you do.  Don’t make a big show when you help people in need, so others will pat you on the back.  God is aware of everything you do, so you can help others without anyone else knowing it and still receive God’s approval, which is all that really matters.

And don’t try to impress others when you pray.  God is the only one who needs to know when you’re praying.  
One more suggestion.  When you skip meals to focus on following God’s advice, don’t make it obvious to impress others.  As I’ve said before, God is aware of everything you do, so you can skip meals without others knowing it and still receive God’s approval, which is all that really matters.

Matthew 6; Luke 11

After taking a little child in his arms, Jesus describes the best follower of God’s advice

If you want to be the best follower of God’s advice, you’ll need to replace your pride with the humility of a little child.  

None of you should consider yourselves better than anyone else because I’m here to help all of you follow God’s advice for a better life.  

Matthew 18; Mark 9; Luke 9, 15, 17

Jesus’ comment to the religious leaders who tried to get the best seats at the dinner table

When someone invites you to a wedding reception, I suggest you don’t choose the best seat.  If you do, you’ll be embarrassed if the host asks you to move to another seat so someone else can sit in the best seat.  You’ll impress the other guests more by choosing one of the worst seats and letting the host invite you to a better one.  You should realize that you’re likely to be embarrassed if you think you’re more important than others.  But if you acknowledge that they’re just as important as you are, you’ll gain their respect.

Luke 14

Pride (continued)
Jesus warns people of the religious leaders’ pride
You should follow the advice that the religious leaders received from God’s spokesman Moses.  But don’t do everything they insist upon because some of them have added their own rules to God’s advice.  All their extra rules make life miserable for people, and yet they refuse to retract any of them.

As you know, a lot of people wear straps around their forehead and left arm with little pouches attached that contain a portion of God’s advice from Moses.  But some of the religious leaders wear much wider straps to make sure others notice them.  They also wear their religious robes in public, with especially long tassels along the bottom, so you’ll recognize them and give them the best seats at banquets and in the local worship centers.

Those religious leaders love it when people address them by their title.  But I don’t want you to use titles to make others think you’re more important than anyone else.  I just want you to help others in need, as I’m doing.

Matthew 23; Mark 12; Luke 11 & 20
Jesus gave an illustration to those who thought they were following God’s advice better than others

One day a religious leader and a tax collector went to the temple to pray.  The religious leader thanked God that he followed God’s advice better than the tax collector, boasting that he skipped meals two days a week and gave 10% of his income at the temple.  Meanwhile, the tax collector simply acknowledged that he failed to follow God’s advice.

This tax collector expressed more willingness than the religious leader to improve his attitude and behavior toward God and others.  You’re likely to be embarrassed if you think you’re more important than others.  But if you acknowledge that they’re just as important as you are, you’ll gain their respect.

Luke 18
Promises

Jesus clarifies God’s advice

God advised that You shouldn’t break a promise.  Some of you often mention God in your promises to make them more convincing.  But when you do that, you imply that your word isn’t trustworthy by itself.  You need to try harder to keep your word so others can depend on what you say.

Matthew 5

Jesus scolds the religious leaders for fabricating their own rules
You make life miserable for people in so many ways, such as fabricating your own rules for making a promise.  Instead of allowing people to associate their promise with God by referring to the temple or the offering table, you require them to refer to the gold in the temple structure or to the offering itself.  Referring to those things doesn’t make a promise any more trustworthy.  The important thing is that a promise is kept, not how it is made.

Matthew 23; Luke 13

Sadness
Jesus prepares his followers for the reaction of others

You’ve seen how the religious leaders react negatively toward me, so you should expect the same treatment.  They get along fine with people like themselves, but they dislike people who follow my example.  So they’ll want to get rid of you just like they’re planning to do to me.
Thinking they’re doing what God wants, some religious leaders will ostracize you from their religious group, and some will even try to get rid of you permanently.  But they don’t realize that they’re not following God’s advice nor my example.  I’m telling you this now so you won’t be confused when it happens.

When I told you that I’m soon going to be with God, only one of you asked me to explain.  I know you’re disappointed that I’m leaving, but God will help you encourage others to stop living a self-centered life and begin helping people in need.  I could tell you a lot more, but you wouldn’t be able to absorb it right now.  Although I’ll soon be leaving, it won’t be long before I return.

The religious leaders will be celebrating while you’re in mourning.  But like a woman’s pain is replaced with joy when she gives birth to a child, your sadness will be replaced with joy when you see me after I’ve come back to life.

Although you’ve been following me up to now, every one of you will soon abandon me.  Don’t be discouraged when the religious leaders give you a hard time.  I’ve shown you that you’ll enjoy a better life by following God’s advice instead of their self-centered rules.
John 16
Selfishness
Jesus clarifies God’s advice 

God advised that You should not break up your marriage to marry someone else.  In fact, you shouldn’t even want to marry someone else.  It would be better to stop associating with that person so you don’t cause a lot of misery for yourself and your family.

As you know, it’s the custom for a man to give his wife an official document when he divorces her.  But it’s important that people accept responsibility for their actions when they insist on getting divorced.  If a man divorces his wife for some selfish reason, he should accept responsibility for ruining their marriage.  If he encourages the woman he wants to marry to get a divorce, he should accept responsibility for ruining that marriage, too.

You’re all familiar with God’s advice that You should not murder.  Obviously, murder can’t be tolerated.  But the selfish motive to harm someone else reveals itself in other behavior such as verbal abuse, which is also unacceptable.  Such behavior makes life very unpleasant and breaks down relationships between people.

So you see, it’s not just your actions that make life miserable.  It’s the selfish motives behind them.

Matthew 5

Jesus explains what is important in life 

Where you put your time and effort reflects what you consider important in life.  Don’t waste them on accumulating possessions, which eventually wear out and can be stolen.  When you help others in need, you’ll enjoy a more meaningful life.  The decision is yours.  You can spend your time and effort pursuing your own selfish interests or helping others, but you can’t do both at the same time.

Self-centered people often worry if they’ll have enough food, water and clothing for the future.  God knows you need these things.  So if you help others now, God will motivate others to help you later.  There’s enough to be concerned about today without worrying about the distant future.

Matthew 6; Luke 12

Selfishness (continued)
Jesus points out what people are missing 

Although most of you are content with your self-centered lifestyle, I’m glad some of you realize there’s a better way to live.

If you’re tired of living just to satisfy your own selfish desires, you should follow my example to care about others and help those in need.  Then you’ll enjoy a much more useful and meaningful life.

Matthew 11; Luke 10

Jesus’ response to the religious leaders who questioned him about his 12 chosen followers not rinsing their hands the traditional way before they ate

God cares a lot more about what comes out of people’s mouths than what goes into them.
What you eat just goes into your stomach and has very little effect on what you say or do, so you don’t need a lot of guidelines on how to eat.  But your attitude greatly affects what you say and do.  For example, if you don’t respect God or care about others, you’re likely to lie, cheat, steal, murder, slander, have sexual relations without a lifelong commitment, ruin your marriage, or do other selfish things.  God is far more concerned about your attitude and behavior than about what or how you eat.

Matthew 15; Mark 7
Jesus scolds the religious leaders for their hypocrisy

You’re like cups and bowls that are only washed on the outside, or like the beautiful tombstones on top of graves.  You put on a good show for others, but your selfish attitude stinks, like the decaying bodies beneath the tombstones.  Stop pretending to be what you’re not, and change your attitude so your behavior will be sincere.

Matthew 23; Luke 13

Jesus’ response to his 70 followers when they returned and told him that they were able to free people of harmful spirits

God made it clear that self-centeredness, as personified in Satan, is not part of the life God intended.  So I’m helping you realize that the more you care about others, the more you’ll enjoy life.  Freeing people of harmful spirits is just a small part of that process.

Luke 10

Selfishness (continued)
Jesus’ response when Peter insisted that Jesus wouldn’t be beaten and executed
Stop acting like Satan, who wants everything to go his way.

If you want to enjoy a better life, you must stop being self-centered.  What good is your life if you acquire fame and fortune but don’t share it?  The more you help others, the more you’ll enjoy life.  Make the most of your life by helping others in need, even if it means giving your life for them, as some of you will see me do.

Matthew 16; Mark 8; Luke 9

Jesus uses a story to illustrate the foolishness of selfishness 
One year a wealthy farmer’s crops produced extremely well.  When he realized that he didn’t have enough space to store all the grain, he decided to tear down his barns and replace them with larger ones.  Since he had enough grain to last for many years, he figured he could take it easy and have fun.  But one day God reminded him how stupid he was to think that he would live long enough to use all the grain he had stored, because he was going to die later that same day.

Luke 12

Jesus’ response to the religious leaders who decided to get rid of him because he had healed someone on the weekly day of rest
Whoever respects God should also respect me.  I’m just doing what God wants me to do, which is to help people follow God’s advice so they can enjoy a better life.  Those who cater to their own selfish desires will continue to live a miserable life.

John 5 
Jesus’ comment to Philip and Andrew when they told him that some non-Jewish people wanted to see him
It will soon be evident how much I care about others.  In order for a grain of wheat to serve its purpose, it must be willing to be buried so it can grow and produce a lot more grains of wheat.  In order for people to serve their purpose in life, they must be willing to give their lives for others, as I’m about to do.  Self-centered people will not enjoy the kind of life God intended.

John 12
Status

After taking a little child in his arms, Jesus describes the best follower of God’s advice

If you want to be the best follower of God’s advice, you’ll need to replace your pride with the humility of a little child.  

None of you should consider yourselves better than anyone else because I’m here to help all of you follow God’s advice for a better life.  

Matthew 18; Mark 9; Luke 9, 15, 17

Jesus warns people of the religious leaders’ pride

As you know, a lot of people wear straps around their forehead and left arm with little pouches attached that contain a portion of God’s advice from Moses.  But some of the religious leaders wear much wider straps to make sure others notice them.  They also wear their religious robes in public, with especially long tassels along the bottom, so you’ll recognize them and give them the best seats at banquets and in the local worship centers.

Those religious leaders love it when people address them by their title.  But I don’t want you to use titles to make others think you’re more important than anyone else.  I just want you to help others in need, as I’m doing.

Matthew 23; Mark 12; Luke 11 & 20
Jesus’ comment to the religious leaders who tried to get the best seats at the dinner table

When someone invites you to a wedding reception, I suggest you don’t choose the best seat.  If you do, you’ll be embarrassed if the host asks you to move to another seat so someone else can sit in the best seat.  You’ll impress the other guests more by choosing one of the worst seats and letting the host invite you to a better one.  You should realize that you’re likely to be embarrassed if you think you’re more important than others.  But if you acknowledge that they’re just as important as you are, you’ll gain their respect.

Luke 14
Status (continued)
Jesus gave an illustration to those who thought they were following God’s advice better than others

One day a religious leader and a tax collector went to the temple to pray.  The religious leader thanked God that he followed God’s advice better than the tax collector, boasting that he skipped meals two days a week and gave 10% of his income at the temple.  Meanwhile, the tax collector simply acknowledged that he failed to follow God’s advice.

This tax collector expressed more willingness than the religious leader to improve his attitude and behavior toward God and others.  You’re likely to be embarrassed if you think you’re more important than others.  But if you acknowledge that they’re just as important as you are, you’ll gain their respect.

Luke 18
Stress

Jesus explains what is important in life 

Where you put your time and effort reflects what you consider important in life.  Don’t waste them on accumulating possessions, which eventually wear out and can be stolen.  When you help others in need, you’ll enjoy a more meaningful life.  The decision is yours.  You can spend your time and effort pursuing your own selfish interests or helping others, but you can’t do both at the same time.

Don’t be concerned about having enough food and clothing for the distant future.  There are more urgent matters that need your attention.  As you know, the birds don’t worry about what they’ll eat from one year to the next because God provides the food they need.  Since people are a lot more important than birds, God will surely provide the food you need, too.  Remember, storing up food for the distant future doesn’t guarantee that you’ll live long enough to eat it.

As for clothing, wild flowers don’t worry about what they’ll “wear” because God provides beautiful “clothing” for them as they grow.  Even your wealthy leader Solomon who lived long ago didn’t look as nice in his expensive clothes as one of these flowers.  Since God provides “clothing” for the flowers that only last a short while, God will surely provide clothes for you, too.

Self-centered people often worry if they’ll have enough food, water and clothing for the future.  God knows you need these things.  So if you help others now, God will motivate others to help you later.  There’s enough to be concerned about today without worrying about the distant future.

Matthew 6; Luke 12
Success
Jesus explains how to enjoy a better life
If you want to enjoy a better life, you’ll need to follow God’s advice.  If you don’t make the effort, you’ll continue living the same miserable life a lot of other people do.  

Matthew 7; Luke 6 & 11

Jesus points out what people are missing 

Although most of you are content with your self-centered lifestyle, I’m glad some of you realize there’s a better way to live.

If you’re tired of living just to satisfy your own selfish desires, you should follow my example to care about others and help those in need.  Then you’ll enjoy a much more useful and meaningful life.

Matthew 11; Luke 10

Jesus’ response when Peter insisted that Jesus wouldn’t be beaten and executed
Stop acting like Satan, who wants everything to go his way.

If you want to enjoy a better life, you must stop being self-centered.  What good is your life if you acquire fame and fortune but don’t share it?  The more you help others, the more you’ll enjoy life.  Make the most of your life by helping others in need, even if it means giving your life for them, as some of you will see me do.

Matthew 16; Mark 8; Luke 9

Temptation

Taking a little child in his arms, Jesus describes the best follower of God’s advice

If others try to distract you from following God’s advice, limit your association with them.

Matthew 18; Mark 9; Luke 9, 15, 17

Traditions
Jesus’ response to the religious leaders who questioned him about his 12 chosen followers not rinsing their hands the traditional way before they ate

Some people pretend to honor God by making up their own rules and convincing others that they’re part of God’s advice.

You religious leaders are doing just that.  You’ve been very successful in making others think they’re following God’s advice when they’re just following yours.  For example, God encourages people to respect their parents by helping them when they’re in need.  But you allow people to shirk their responsibility by letting them claim that they’re giving God what they should be giving to their parents.  What twisted thinking!
God cares a lot more about what comes out of people’s mouths than what goes into them.
What you eat just goes into your stomach and has very little effect on what you say or do, so you don’t need a lot of guidelines on how to eat.  But your attitude greatly affects what you say and do.  For example, if you don’t respect God or care about others, you’re likely to lie, cheat, steal, murder, slander, have sexual relations without a lifelong commitment, ruin your marriage, or do other selfish things.  God is far more concerned about your attitude and behavior than about what or how you eat.

Matthew 15; Mark 7
Jesus’ response when some religious leaders tried to trap him on the matter of paying taxes 
Since you’ve consented to live in a society that uses Roman currency, it’s appropriate for you to pay taxes to the Roman emperor.  But don’t neglect to follow God’s advice.

Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20
Jesus’ response to the leader of a worship center who was furious that he had healed a woman on the weekly day of rest

Some of your rules don’t make sense.  You allow people to give their animals water on the weekly day of rest, but you don’t want someone to heal this Jewish woman who has been suffering for 18 years.

Luke 13

Traditions (continued)
Jesus clarifies the purpose of the weekly day of rest 

Don’t you remember what our famous leader David did long ago when his soldiers needed food?  He went to the temple and asked one of the religious leaders for bread.  The only bread available was the bread that had been offered to God on the weekly day of rest, which only the religious leaders were allowed to eat under normal circumstances.  But the religious leader gave that bread to David for his soldiers because he knew they were hungry.

The purpose of the weekly day of rest is to refresh people after a week of hard work, but prohibiting people from eating defeats that purpose.  Since my followers only picked enough grain to satisfy their immediate hunger, they didn’t violate the weekly day of rest.

You criticize my followers for satisfying their hunger on the weekly day of rest, and yet you make special offerings on that day.  You should be more concerned about helping people in need on the day of rest than about making material offerings.
If you had a sheep that fell into a hole on the weekly day of rest, you’d rescue it, wouldn’t you?  People are more valuable than sheep, so you should be even more concerned about them.

Matthew 12; Mark 2; Luke 6
Jesus’ response to the religious leaders who were impressed that he had no formal education

The advice I’m sharing is God’s, not mine.  People who want to follow God’s advice should be able to easily distinguish it from anyone else’s.  Those who give their own advice may be doing it for selfish reasons.  But those who share God’s advice are only interested in honoring God.  God’s spokesman Moses gave you God’s advice long ago, but you’re not interested in following it.  That’s why you want to get rid of me.
Some of you were shocked that I healed someone on the weekly day of rest several months ago.  But you circumcise males on that special day to remind them of their commitment to God, as Moses and our other ancestors did.  So you shouldn’t be upset that I healed someone.  You should let God’s advice determine what can be done on the weekly day of rest instead of making up your own rules.

John 7

Truth
Jesus illustrates the meaning of truth 

Most people can tell how healthy a tree is by its fruit.  If the fruit is good, the tree is obviously healthy.  People can also tell what others think by what they say.  Those who tell the truth are honest.  Those who distort the truth will eventually face the consequences for their dishonesty.

Matthew 12; Mark 3 & 8; Luke 6 & 11
Jesus’ response to the religious leaders who questioned him about his 12 chosen followers not rinsing their hands the traditional way before they ate

Some people pretend to honor God by making up their own rules and convincing others that they’re part of God’s advice.

You religious leaders are doing just that.  You’ve been very successful in making others think they’re following God’s advice when they’re just following yours.  For example, God encourages people to respect their parents by helping them when they’re in need.  But you allow people to shirk their responsibility by letting them claim that they’re giving God what they should be giving to their parents.  What twisted thinking!
God cares a lot more about what comes out of people’s mouths than what goes into them.
What you eat just goes into your stomach and has very little effect on what you say or do, so you don’t need a lot of guidelines on how to eat.  But your attitude greatly affects what you say and do.  For example, if you don’t respect God or care about others, you’re likely to lie, cheat, steal, murder, slander, have sexual relations without a lifelong commitment, ruin your marriage, or do other selfish things.  God is far more concerned about your attitude and behavior than about what or how you eat.
Some people just can’t accept the truth.  Those religious leaders are like the blind leading the blind, who end up walking off a cliff together.  If you follow them, your life will be no better than it is now.

Matthew 15; Mark 7

Truth (continued)
Jesus’ response when a wealthy young man asked how he could enjoy life as God intended
To enjoy life as God intended, you need to follow God’s basic advice for getting along with others:  don’t murder or steal, keep your lifelong commitment to your spouse, respect your parents, tell the truth, and care about others as much as you care about yourself.

Matthew 19; Mark 10; Luke 18

Jesus’ response to the religious leaders who accused him of being a trouble-maker

I’m not a trouble-maker, and I’m not trying to impress anyone.  The truth is, whoever honors God by following my example will never die.
John 8
Violence

Jesus clarifies God’s advice 

You’re all familiar with God’s advice that You should not murder.  Obviously, murder can’t be tolerated.  But the selfish motive to harm someone else reveals itself in other behavior such as verbal abuse, which is also unacceptable.  Such behavior makes life very unpleasant and breaks down relationships between people.

You’ve heard God’s advice regarding An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  The intent of this was not to condone revenge but to make sure people receive appropriate consequences for their actions.  Instead of seeking revenge, you should treat others with kindness.  So don’t seek revenge if someone assaults you or steals something from you, but be generous when someone asks you for a gift, a loan, or some physical help.

Matthew 5
Wealth
Jesus’ response when a wealthy young man asked how he could enjoy life as God intended
If you really want to enjoy life as God intended, you need to follow my example.  Sell your belongings and give the money to people in need.  Are you willing to do that?

It’s especially difficult for rich people to enjoy life as God intended because they’re usually so attached to their money and possessions that they aren’t willing to share them with others.

Matthew 19; Mark 10; Luke 18

Jesus’ response when his followers suggested that wealthy people already have the ultimate life
It doesn’t matter how rich you are, because it isn’t how much you have that’s important.  It’s what you do with what you have.  If you let God help you increase your willingness to share with others in need, you’ll see how much more enjoyable life can be.
Matthew 19

Jesus illustrates how important it is to help others in need

There once was a wealthy man who had expensive clothes and lived a very comfortable life.  Near the entrance to his home, a poor man by the name of Lazarus begged to eat the rich man’s scraps, while dogs licked the open sores that covered his body.  

Eventually, both men died.  When the rich man saw that Lazarus was in the company of Abraham, he asked Abraham to have Lazarus bring him some water for relief from the intense heat.  Abraham explained that Lazarus and the rich man’s situations had reversed.  While they were alive, the rich man enjoyed a life of comfort while Lazarus experienced a miserable life.  Now it was the other way around, and there was no way to change it.

The rich man then asked Abraham to have Lazarus warn the rich man’s five brothers so they wouldn’t end up where he was.  Abraham explained that they just need to follow God’s advice, which Moses and God’s other spokesmen recorded long ago.  The rich man thought his brothers might be more likely to follow God’s advice if someone who had come back to life would talk to them.  But Abraham told him that wouldn’t make any difference.

Luke 16

Wealth (continued)
Jesus commends a poor widow’s generous gift

Look at that!  This poor widow gave more generously than all those wealthy people.  They only gave a small portion of their wealth, while this poor widow gave all the money she had.

Mark 12; Luke 21
Jesus’ advice to the host
When you invite people to a meal, you shouldn’t only invite those that you hope will return the favor, such as your friends, relatives or wealthy neighbors.  You’ll get more satisfaction from inviting those who can’t return the favor, such as people who are poor or physically impaired.

Luke 14
Worry
Jesus explains what is important in life 

Don’t be concerned about having enough food and clothing for the distant future.  There are more urgent matters that need your attention.  As you know, the birds don’t worry about what they’ll eat from one year to the next because God provides the food they need.  Since people are a lot more important than birds, God will surely provide the food you need, too.  Remember, storing up food for the distant future doesn’t guarantee that you’ll live long enough to eat it.

As for clothing, wild flowers don’t worry about what they’ll “wear” because God provides beautiful “clothing” for them as they grow.  Even your wealthy leader Solomon who lived long ago didn’t look as nice in his expensive clothes as one of these flowers.  Since God provides “clothing” for the flowers that only last a short while, God will surely provide clothes for you, too.

Self-centered people often worry if they’ll have enough food, water and clothing for the future.  God knows you need these things.  So if you help others now, God will motivate others to help you later.  There’s enough to be concerned about today without worrying about the distant future.

Matthew 6; Luke 12
Consequences for Not Following God’s Advice 
Jesus clarifies God’s advice 

You’ve heard God’s advice regarding An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  The intent of this was not to condone revenge but to make sure people receive appropriate consequences for their actions.  Instead of seeking revenge, you should treat others with kindness.  

Matthew 5

Jesus explains that there are consequences for not following God’s advice

If you want to enjoy a better life, you’ll need to follow God’s advice.  If you don’t make the effort, you’ll continue living the same miserable life a lot of other people do.  But be careful.  Some people appear to be as harmless as sheep, but they’re as dangerous as a pack of wolves because they threaten your enjoyment of life by discouraging you from following God’s advice.  You’ll be able to tell who they are by their behavior, similar to the way you can tell whether a tree is healthy or not by its fruit.  A healthy tree produces delicious fruit, but when the fruit is no longer edible, the owner usually chops the tree down and burns it because it has lost its purpose for existence.  So look out for people who discourage you from following God’s advice, because they’re not fulfilling their purpose for existence.

Matthew 7; Luke 6 & 11

Jesus illustrates the meaning of truth 

Most people can tell how healthy a tree is by its fruit.  If the fruit is good, the tree is obviously healthy.  People can also tell what others think by what they say.  Those who tell the truth are honest.  Those who distort the truth will eventually face the consequences for their dishonesty.

Matthew 12; Mark 3 & 8; Luke 6 & 11
Jesus warns people not to follow all of the religious leaders’ rules 
You should follow the advice that the religious leaders received from God’s spokesman Moses.  But don’t do everything they insist upon because some of them have added their own rules to God’s advice.  All their extra rules make life miserable for people, and yet they refuse to retract any of them.

Matthew 23; Mark 12; Luke 11 & 20
Consequences for Not Following God’s Advice (continued)
Jesus scolds the religious leaders for their hypocrisy

I’m very disappointed in you.  Not only do you refuse to follow God’s advice, but you also discourage others from doing so.  In fact, when you instruct your followers, you convince them to be even more resistant to following God’s advice than you yourselves are.

You try to make others think that you wouldn’t have been involved in the murder of God’s spokesmen long ago.  But you’re proud to be the descendants of those murderers, and your attitude and behavior reflect that.  If you don’t change, you’ll continue to make life miserable for yourselves and others.  Even now you’re harassing those who share God’s advice and you’re trying to get rid of them any way you can.  

Matthew 23; Luke 13

Jesus’ response when someone told him that the Roman leader Pilate had executed some Jewish people in Galilee

Those who died there didn’t deserve to die any more than anyone else.  The same is true for the 18 people who died in Jerusalem when the tower at one of the reservoirs fell on them.  

There once was a fruit tree that didn’t produce any fruit three years in a row.  The owner told his caretaker to cut it down so the land could be used for something else.  But the caretaker asked him to give it one more year so he could cultivate and fertilize it.  If it still didn’t become productive, it would suffer the consequences.  Like an unproductive tree, you’ll also suffer the consequences if you don’t improve your attitude and behavior toward God and others.

Luke 13
Jesus’ response to the people who heard someone confirm that God will continue to demonstrate how much people should care about each other

I’ll only be with you a little longer to help you follow God’s advice instead of your own self-centered traditions.  If you continue to follow them, you’ll be as lost as a person who travels in total darkness.

I’m not here to point out your faults.  God wants me to clarify and demonstrate God’s advice so you can enjoy a better life.  When you follow my example, you’re following God’s advice.  Those who choose not to follow it will continue to live a miserable life.

John 12

Consequences for Not Following God’s Advice (continued)
Jesus illustrates how important it is to help others in need

There once was a wealthy man who had expensive clothes and lived a very comfortable life.  Near the entrance to his home, a poor man by the name of Lazarus begged to eat the rich man’s scraps, while dogs licked the open sores that covered his body.  

Eventually, both men died.  When the rich man saw that Lazarus was in the company of Abraham, he asked Abraham to have Lazarus bring him some water for relief from the intense heat.  Abraham explained that Lazarus and the rich man’s situations had reversed.  While they were alive, the rich man enjoyed a life of comfort while Lazarus experienced a miserable life.  Now it was the other way around, and there was no way to change it.

The rich man then asked Abraham to have Lazarus warn the rich man’s five brothers so they wouldn’t end up where he was.  Abraham explained that they just need to follow God’s advice, which Moses and God’s other spokesmen recorded long ago.  The rich man thought his brothers might be more likely to follow God’s advice if someone who had come back to life would talk to them.  But Abraham told him that wouldn’t make any difference.

Luke 16
Jesus clarifies his purpose in life
Whoever respects God should also respect me.  I’m just doing what God wants me to do, which is to help people follow God’s advice so they can enjoy a better life.  Those who cater to their own selfish desires will continue to live a miserable life. 
John 5
Jesus’ message to his followers in Thyatira

I know you care about and help each other even more than you did when you first started following God’s advice.  But you’re allowing a woman named Jezebel to encourage others to eat the food offered idols.  I gave her time to change her behavior but she refused, so I’ll let her suffer the consequences.  If her followers refuse to change their behavior, I’ll let them also suffer the consequences so you’ll know that I let people make their own decisions and suffer the consequences for them.  

Revelation 2
Encouragement to Share God’s Advice
Jesus encourages his 12 chosen followers to share God’s advice 

As you know, sheep are an easy target for wolves.  You’ll be an easy target, too, for people who refuse to follow God’s advice.  So try to be as wise as an owl but as harmless as a dove. 

As you also know, one’s followers usually suffer the same fate as their leader.  So those who detest me because they think I’m Satan will surely hate you as well.  They’ll blame you for the dissension that following God’s advice creates, and they’ll look for any excuse to persuade the authorities to arrest and publicly torture you.  If you see this about to happen, go on to another town in Palestine.  I’ll join you before you reach them all.  

If you’re arrested, don’t worry about what you’ll say in court.  Just share God’s advice so the Roman leaders and spectators will have an opportunity to hear it.  

God cares about every single bird, even those worth very little money.  But you’re more important to God than a whole flock of birds.  God knows everything about you, even how many strands of hair are on your head.  You can rest assured that God will take care of you, no matter what situation you face.  So don’t be afraid if your life is threatened.  The most that people can do is destroy your physical body.  You should be more concerned about God, who determines your destiny after death.

People within the same family may respond differently to God’s advice, and this could create considerable conflict.  Those who reject God’s advice may even try to get rid of their own family members who accept it.  But those who follow God’s advice, despite the animosity of others, will enjoy a much better life.  As they begin to sincerely care about others beyond their own immediate family to the point of being willing to die for them, they’ll experience the real meaning of life as God intended, and they’ll demonstrate it by extending their hospitality to you.

Matthew 10; Luke 12
Jesus’ comment to 70 of his followers whom he invited to share God’s advice with others

This is like harvesting a large crop that requires a lot of workers to accomplish the task.  You’ll need to ask God to motivate more people to help meet this tremendous need.

Luke 10

Encouragement to Share God’s Advice (continued)
Jesus relates sharing God’s advice to spreading seeds 

One day a farmer spread some seeds by hand.  As usual, they landed in a variety of places.  Some seeds landed on hard ground, where the birds could easily snatch them.  Some seeds landed in rocky soil where they began to sprout, but the sprouts soon withered and died because the rocks prevented their roots from growing.  Some seeds landed among weeds that crowded the plants so much that they couldn’t produce any grain.  But some seeds landed on fertile soil and grew into plants that produced a lot of grain!

Matthew 13; Mark 4; Luke 8
Jesus explains his illustration of spreading seeds 

I’m like the farmer who spreads the seeds.  But instead of spreading seeds, I’m sharing God’s advice for a better life.

Some people are like the hard ground, where the seeds were eaten by the birds before they even had a chance to sprout.  These people refuse to follow God’s advice because they prefer their self-centered lifestyle.   

Some people are like the rocky soil in which the seeds began to sprout but died because the rocks prevented their roots from growing.  These people begin to follow God’s advice, but they stop when others give them a hard time.  

Some people are like the soil full of weeds, which crowded the plants so much that they couldn’t produce any grain.  These people also follow God’s advice for a while, but they’re so worried it might jeopardize their financial security or social status that they soon change their minds.

Finally, some people are like the fertile soil that produced a lot of grain.  These people diligently follow God’s advice and help others enjoy a better life.

Matthew 13; Mark 4; Luke 8
Jesus adds two more illustrations to show the potential of sharing God’s advice with others 
Sharing God’s advice is like planting a tiny seed that grows into a plant large enough for the birds to build nests on its branches.  

Sharing God’s advice is also like the yeast that spreads throughout a whole batch of dough.


Matthew 13; Mark 4; Luke 13

Encouragement to Share God’s Advice (continued)
Jesus shares another Illustration 

People who share God’s advice with others are like fishermen who separate the good fish from the bad.  They help to distinguish those who choose to follow God’s advice from those who choose not to.

Matthew 13
Jesus’ response to his followers when they wondered if someone else had given him something to eat.

My energy comes from encouraging others to follow God’s advice.  

As you know, the person who harvests a crop is just as happy as the one who plants it because they both play an important role in providing the food necessary for a good life.  I’m inviting you to join me in “harvesting a crop” that others have “planted”.  In other words, I want you to help me encourage others to follow God’s advice so everyone can enjoy a better life.

John 4

Jesus’ challenge to his followers after he came back to life
I want you to be God’s messengers, as I’ve been.  God will help you encourage others to follow God’s advice, but some people will simply refuse.

John 20
Jesus’ final comments before he ascended into the sky
I want you to share God’s advice for a better life with everyone in the world, and symbolically rinse those who make a commitment to honor God and care about others.  Remember, you can always count on me for help.

Matthew 28

God will help you encourage others to follow my example in Jerusalem and the entire district of Judea, in the neighboring district of Samaria and throughout the world.

Acts 1
Jesus’ Connection with God

Jesus defends his connection with God 

Everyone knows that a military leader doesn’t allow his soldiers to fight against each other, because that would weaken their strength against their opponent.  If Satan enabled me to free people of harmful spirits, he would weaken his strength against God.

Everyone also knows people must overpower others before they can do something against their will.  When God enables me to free people of harmful spirits, I’m overpowering Satan because I’m doing this against his will.

Where do your own followers think their ability to free people of harmful spirits comes from?  Did you tell them it comes from Satan?  Of course not, because they know that harmful spirits and Satan are on the same side against God.

God overlooks all your faults but one – your stubborn refusal to let God help you improve your attitude and behavior.

Most people can tell how healthy a tree is by its fruit.  If the fruit is good, the tree is obviously healthy.  People can also tell what others think by what they say.  Those who tell the truth are honest.  Those who distort the truth will eventually face the consequences for their dishonesty.

The only thing that might convince you is that a lot of people are responding positively to my encouragement to follow God’s advice, as the people in Nineveh responded to God’s spokesman Jonah long ago.  As you know, Jonah was in the belly of the huge sea creature a few days and nights before God brought him back on land.  By the way, when I die, I’ll be in the grave the same amount of time before God brings me back to life.

Unfortunately, some of you are like people who had a harmful spirit.  When it was sent away, it looked for some place else to go.  But since it didn’t find another home and they welcomed it back, it brought along seven other spirits that were even worse.  In other words, you followed God’s advice for a while, but now you’re even more self-centered than you were before.

Matthew 12; Mark 3 & 8; Luke 6 & 11
Jesus’ Connection with God (continued)
Jesus’ response to the religious who challenged him to do something amazing to prove that he was God’s special messenger

When the sky is pink in the evening, you expect good weather the next day.  When it’s cloudy in the morning, you expect rain.  If you can predict the weather by looking at the sky, you should be able to figure out that I’m God’s messenger.  A lot people are responding positively to my encouragement to follow God’s advice, as the people in Nineveh did to God’s spokesman Jonah long ago.
Matthew 16

Jesus’ response when Peter acknowledged that Jesus was God’s special messenger

God has helped you arrive at this conclusion.  Your father John named you Simon, but I’ve given you the nickname Peter (which means rock) to reflect your solid commitment to God.  As I help you and others invite future generations to follow God’s advice for a better life, remember that God allows people to choose the kind of life they wish to live.  Those who decide to follow God’s advice will enjoy the kind of life God originally intended.  But those who refuse to follow it will continue to live self-centered lives.

Matthew 16

Jesus’ response when his followers expressed surprise that he predicted the death of a fruitless fig tree
You should realize by now that I’m able to do a lot more than predict the death of a fig tree.  If you’d ask me to put Olive Hill into the Dead Sea, I could easily do it.  So you may rest assured that I can do anything you ask.

Matthew 21; Mark 11
Jesus’ response to the religious leaders who asked him to explain who he was
I already told you who I am.  I’m here to help people follow my father’s advice so they can enjoy a better life.

When you realize who I am, you’ll understand that I’m helping people follow God’s advice.

John 8

Jesus’ Connection with God (continued)
Jesus’ response when some religious leaders asked when he was going to publicly announce that he was the one that God promised would help people enjoy a better life

I’ve already demonstrated who I am by what I’ve said and done, but you just don’t acknowledge it.  You’re like sheep that don’t recognize their shepherd’s voice.  God doesn’t want people like you to prevent others from enjoying a better life, and neither do I.

The sheep that recognize their shepherd’s voice follow his direction because they know he’ll help them enjoy a better life.  That’s why a lot of people have begun to follow me.

John 10
Jesus’ response when some religious leaders threatened to kill him because they thought he was insulting God by suggesting that he was on God’s level

Long ago one of God’s spokesmen quoted God using the term God while addressing people who were responsible for helping others follow God’s advice correctly.  God has also given me this responsibility, so I’m not insulting God by referring to myself as God’s special messenger.  Since I’m following God’s advice, you should follow my example.

John 10
Life after Death
Jesus’ response when other religious leaders implied that life after death was a ridiculous notion

When God spoke to Moses long ago, God said, “I am the God whom Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are worshipping.”  By stating that these men were worshipping God, even though they had died many years earlier, God implied that death is not final.

Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20
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