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The Holy Eucharist and Episcopalians
On Maundy Thursday we commemorate two things: Jesus washing his disciple’s feet along with his giving a new commandment
to love one another and the institution of the Eucharist commonly referred to as The Last Supper. It is this second element that
I would like to explore with you now. We hear on this night Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians about the Eucharist …
I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me."
In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me."
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes. (1 Cor 11:23-26)
The Eucharist is central to our faith and integral to our regular worship. The question that comes up for us is this: What do we believe about the Eucharist and how
does it impact our lives? The Episcopal Church addresses these two questions in
our Book of Common Prayer on pages 859-860. This section of the book is called
An Outline of the Faith or by its more popular name of Catechism. I would encourage you to take a look at this portion of our prayer book, which is only 17 pages in
April 1
Easter Sunday
length but contains all the essential elements of our Christian faith!
11:30 am Holy Eucharist
The celebration of the Lord’s Supper goes back to the beginnings of the church
and is a central part of the New Testament tradition. The ritual is explained in Paul’s
April 8
8:30 and 10:30 am Morning Prayer
letter mentioned above and in almost identical language in the Gospels of Matthew,
Mark and Luke while John does not discuss this tradition at all. It is clear from all
April 15
8:30 and 10:30 am Morning Prayer
of these passages that this meal was an important one but did you ever wonder if
this was the first time Jesus did something like this and more importantly, did the
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8:30 & 10:30 am Holy Eucharist
disciples understand what he was talking about?
To begin with, Jesus shared many sacred meals with his followers as was cusApril 29
8:30 & 10:30 am Holy Eucharist
tomary in the Jewish tradition. We know from scholars that there was a regular Hebrew blessing over bread and wine that any good Jew would have used in presiding
over a meal and that is what Jesus was following. Jesus, however, added another
dimension to this old Jewish blessing rite by using the words that we now associate
April 24 10:30 am Holy Eucharist at Hope Health Care
with the bread and wine at the Eucharist – “This is my Body,” and “This is my
Blood”. By saying this, Jesus was inserting himself into an already existing practice
that connected people to each other, the community and God. The disciples would
have understood this to mean that by eating and drinking the bread and wine that
No Wednesday Bible Study or Eucharist during
Jesus was asking them to share in his life and work. These elements were the staple
April
of their meals and eaten every day, Jesus was saying that he was now their sustenance that would power them in daily living.
So how did we move from the Lord’s Supper with a Jewish meal blessing and
wind up at the Holy Eucharist, which we continue to celebrate? The word “Eucharist” is derived from the Greek eucharistia, which means thanksgiving and it
was used in New Testament times to translate the Hebrew word “berakah” – blessing. This is the same blessing that Jesus utilizes in his meals with his followers.
After his death and resurrection, those first followers continued to engage in a full
meal and then bless the bread and wine at the end to be shared in memory of Christ’s
redemptive suffering and death, believing in his resurrected presence among them
especially in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. By the middle of the second century, however, the full commemorative meal had become a symbolic sharing of just
bread and wine as we continue it today.
Over the centuries there have been different understandings of what the Eucharist means for us as Christians. It is not possible to do a comprehensive review of all of these perspectives, but a brief look at some of the major positions
may be helpful.
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST & EPISCOPALIANS continued

One of the most debated issues seems to be – How is Christ present in the Eucharist?
This controversy broke out in the ninth century and increased in the medieval and Reformation periods and still lingers with us today. This debate
began with two monks, Paschasius and Ratramnus, who lived at the same time in the mid 800’s at the monastery of Corbie in modern day France.
These two men each wrote a book with the same title – “Concerning the Body and Blood of Christ”, but they came to very different conclusions
regarding the real presence of Christ. Paschasius developed the idea that the bread and the wine become the actual body and blood of Christ at
the Eucharist, but he didn’t offer any explanation of precisely how this happened. Ratramnus was not convinced, he defended the view that the
bread and wine were merely symbols of the body and blood, so the difference between ordinary and consecrated elements lie in the way the
believer perceived them.
The doctrine of transubstantiation which was articulated by the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215, represents a consolidation of Paschasius’
thoughts. A few decades later, Thomas Aquinas picked up on this theme of transubstantiation and wrote about it in his Summa Theologica. His
philosophical arguments included Aristotelian concepts and distinctions, both of which are no longer familiar to most people.
Another theory of how Christ is present in the Eucharist is known as consubstantiation and this view came to be associated with Martin Luther
even though he never used the word – the crucial point for him was that Christ was really present at the Eucharist but the bread and wine did not
actually change into the body and blood of Jesus.
One final perspective to acknowledge is that of memorialism. Another sixteenth century reformer, Huldrich Zwingli, proposed that the Lord’s
Supper is a memorial of the suffering of Christ and not a sacrifice. He insists that the words ‘this is my body’ cannot be taken literally, thus eliminating any idea of the ‘real presence of Christ’ at the Eucharist. For Zwingli, the bread and wine remain just that, but when they are placed at the
center of a worshipping community and when the story of the Last Supper is told, they become powerful reminders of the foundational events of
the Christian faith.
These three theories (transubstantiation, consubstantiation, memorialism) have probably claimed the allegiance of the largest number of Christians in the Western world down through the centuries. Many Episcopalians even today adopt one or another or some combination of them in
order to increase their understanding of this central act of Christian worship. Our church has consistently refused to require its members to believe
any particular theory. Individual Episcopalians may entertain any one of these to help them understand this central Christian mystery. Which perspective do you hold?
Our Eucharist celebration anticipates the heavenly banquet in the reign of God. It is not only a perpetual memory of the sacrifice, death and
resurrection of Jesus; the Eucharist is also an open, ongoing invitation for all of us to enter into the Body of Christ and carry on his work in
fulfilling the mission of God in the world.
It is clear that by engaging in the communal celebration of the Eucharist we are not just participating in some static event. Rather, we are
involved in a dynamic, life-changing process that calls us into ongoing transformation. It is not something we do just once, but something we
commit our lives to. For when we “eat this bread and drink this cup” we accept Christ into our entire being – receiving all the benefits and assuming
all the responsibilities that life in Christ entails.

Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Wedding Update and Brunch Reception

As you know, Fr. Steve and Brenda were planning on being married in the
Dominican Republic on Thursday, April 5th by our bishop. However, several
things occurred that required a change of plan. The first was that our bishop
found out that clergy cannot officiate at wedding ceremonies in that country.
All weddings have to be presided over by a justice of the peace and then
the couple may take their wedding license to their clergy for a blessing. So,
this couple was going to have to do that until they encountered all the paperwork problems with being married outside of this country. Obstacles with
completing all these document requirements occurred and it was going to
be impossible for the wedding to occur as planned. Our bishop generously
stepped in to help out and he officiated at a private wedding ceremony for
the couple on St. Patrick’s Day!
Brenda and Fr. Steve are still heading down to the Dominican Republic
on Monday, April 2nd with their adult children and an 11-month grandson
to celebrate and to reaffirm their vows so their children will be part of the
wedding as originally planned. They will return on Friday, April 6th and the
newlyweds will stay on the island for several more days, returning to Michigan on April 12.
A catered brunch honoring the couple will be given on Sunday, April
29th after the 10:30 service. All are welcome to join in the festivities, no
reservations needed! Thank you for your support, prayers and understanding in all of this!
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Bridal Shower Thank You
The women at St. John’s hosted a bridal shower for Brenda on Saturday, March 24th.
Guests were treated to delicious food, tea and conversation! Fr. Steve even showed up in
time to watch Brenda open gifts.
A Special THANK YOU goes out to those who organized, brought food, set-up and
cleaned up – Sharon Scott, Sande Godbout, Vi Streeter, Sue Parker, Julie Jones and Maria
Gomez.

Special thanks to
Sharon Scott and
Sande Godbout for
making this event
possible!

More photos from this
lovely Bridal Tea are on the next page!
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
invites you to our 2017

Bazaar
Featuring

Arts ❁ Crafts ❁
Baked Goods ❁ Flower Sale!
Lunch Available!

Saturday, May 12, 2018
12 pm - 5 pm

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186

For more info call (734) 721-5023
Or email stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com

SPRING BAZAAR UPDATE

Our 3rd annual Spring Bazaar is
set for Saturday, May 12 from
12-5pm. We would love to have
your assistance on this day. Activities that could use your help:
bringing in baked goods, helping with the set-up, cleanup,
shopping, cooking, working at
the food counter and baked
goods table. If you can only be
there for part of the time that
works for us! And of course you
can always invite friends and
family to come and shop!
In addition, we are going to
have a mother’s day flower sale
attached to Bazaar that will only
run from 12-5 pm. Flowers are
already ordered, but we need
help setting up selling these
beautiful plants!

Shown above: a photo from last year’s Spring Bake
Sale. Please donate a baked good again this year!!
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More photos from the Bridal Tea Party !

St. John’s Episcopal Church

555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186

Office: (734) 721-5023

Parish office hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
www.stjohnswestland.com
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com

FOOD PANTRY OPEN
Thursday, April 12,
New Hours: Noon-2 pm
*Please bring donations in
by Sunday, April 8

APRIL EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday Events & Meetings:
Apr 1 Easter Egg Hunt 12:30 pm
Apr 8 Breakfast at 9:30 am
Daughters of the King at 12:00 pm
Apr 15 Breakfast at 9:30 am
Apr 23 Vestry Meeting with Canon Jim Gettel 7:00 pm
Fr. Steve’s & Brenda’s wedding
Wednesdays:
Apr 4, 11, 18, 25
Senior Exercise Class 9 am (free will donation)

We’re on Facebook:
St. John's Episcopal Church - Westland MI

St. John’s Episcopal Church
STAFF

Rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
FrSteve@stjohnswestland.com

Rev. Deacon Carolynn E. Johnson
Cell: 248 705 9695

Charmaine Wells, Parish Secretary
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com

Dana Hull, Music Director

Bill & Kim Goeman, Sextons

2018 OFFICERS
Nick Hamblin & Sharon Scott, Senior Co-Wardens
Don Streeter, Junior Warden
Sande Godbout & Mary Vellardita, Co-Clerks
Erin Downey-Tarnowski, Treasurer
2018 VESTRY MEMBERS
Neil Barbu, Sue Daniel, Cindy Fowler and Julie Jones

