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SHARPS and FLATS illustrates the order in which sharp (�) and flat ( �����) signs appear 
in key signatures. 

���� � ���� 
EXAMPLE 3: 

This is the key signature of AAAAA ����� major. It has 4 flats - BBBBB�����, EEEEE�����, AAAAA �����, and DDDDD �����. 
The BBBBBee chases the EEEEElf, under the AAAAApple, past the DDDDDog. 

This is the key signature of BBBBB FFFF CCCC GGGG DDDD AAAA
FFFF CCCC GGGG DDDD AAAA

 major. It has 5 sharps - F �, C �, G �, D � and A �. 
The Fox chases the Cat through the Gate, past the Dog, under the Apple. 

EXAMPLE 2: 
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To the left, is the key signature of DDDDD major as it appears in standard musical 
notation. It has 2 sharps - FFFFF � and CCCCC �. The graphic representation (above) of these 
2 sharps in the key of DDDDD major is: The FFFFFox chases the CCCCCat. 

EXAMPLE 1: 
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The upper story follows the 
arrow from left to right. It 
i l lus t ra tes  the  order  of  
sharps. The FFFFF
CCCC GGGG

DDDD AAAA
EEEE BBBB

ox chases the 
Cat through the Gate, past 
the Dog, under the Apple, to 
the Elf chasing the Butterfly. 

The lower story follows the 
arrow from right to left. It 
illustrates the order of flats. 
The BBBBB EEEE

AAAA DDDD
GGGG CCCC

FFFF

ee chases the Elf, under 
the Apple, past the Dog, through 
the Gate, to the Cat, playing 
checkers with the Fox. 
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