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A Cup of Water/Disciples’ Reward
Today’s Gospel culminates the missionary discourse from
which we heard a passage last week. Matthew wants to
make it clear to the followers of Jesus that the cross is
central to discipleship. For a community such as Matthew’s
that had already experienced persecution, this teaching was
critically important. Related to this sense of
solidarity between disciple and Master was the
notion that one honors the presence of the
Master in the disciple. This viewpoint was
common in the culture of the time, but Matthew
gives it theological weight by tying it to the
notion of reward for those who honor one of
Christ’s disciples. The simplest act of practical kindness, “a
cup of cold water” given to a disciple, is cause for a reward
(Matthew 10:42).
The first reading from the second Book of Kings prepares
us for this idea of a reward for one who honors a disciple.
The woman who has prepared a place for Elisha to stay
whenever he passes through is rewarded by Elisha’s
promise of a baby son.
The Christian ideas that Jesus is present in his disciples can
also be seen in today’s second reading from Saint Paul’s
letter to the Romans. Paul is teaching about Baptism. His
use of prepositions is
highly
suggestive:
“baptized into ….
buried with …. died
with …. living for God
in Christ Jesus” (6:3, 4,
8, 11). Paul evokes the
experience of Baptism
and links it to Jesus’
experience of going down into the earth in His tomb, only
to rise up out of the earth “in newness of life” (6:4). His
point is to emphasize the solidarity that exists between
Master and disciples.
Question for the Week:
In reflecting on the sacrifices and rewards of Christian
discipleship, what sacrifice do you think God is asking of
you today? What reward do you think will make it
worthwhile?
(Pastoral Patterns, Summer 2017).
In Appreciation:
Many thanks to members of the Holy
Name Society for the wonderful parish
family picnic they organized for us.
Attendance was lower than last year, but
that did not dampen the fun and appetite.
And there was enough food and desert to go around.
Blessings upon you guys. Keep up the good work.

Blessings!!!!

Fr. Raphael Ezeh, MSP

pasta sauce, rice, coffee and
paper towels. Please keep this in mind on your
next trip to the supermarket. Thank you for your
continuing support!!

Celebration of Fr. Anthony’s
25th Anniversary of Ordination
THIS SATURDAY, July 8th
Come join us for Mass and Pot Luck Dinner celebration.
See the sign up sheets at the rear of the church. We need
volunteers to help with the set up and the day of the
celebration. Your assistance is appreciated. Please call the
Parish office.
-----------------------------------------

From May through October in 1917, the Virgin Mary appeared
to three shepherd children in Fatima, Portugal.
These incredible events were witnessed by tens
of thousands of people and are considered the
most prophetic revelations of the 20th century.
On Monday July 10th at 7pm we will have a
showing of a 52 minute documentary titled
"Fatima, A Message of Hope". Join us for an
hour and learn the truth of the events and the
importance of Mary's message through insightful
interviews with Father Andrew Apostoli, CFR,
and Father Benedict Groeschel, CFR amongst others including
family members of the children. This documentary will be
shown in the air conditioned McManus Parish Center and will
begin promptly at 7pm. It is definitely worth an hour of
everyone's time!
Our YOUTH GROUP meets on the 1st & 3rd Sunday of each
month immediately following the 5 p.m. Mass, in the school
building. Their next meeting is next Sunday, July 9th due to the 4th
of July weekend.
MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA: Held after the 9 a.m.
Mass on Mondays.
RECITATION OF THE ROSARY: J oin your fellow
parishioners in praying the Rosary after the 9 a.m. Mass on
weekdays and Saturdays.

TITHING - GOD'S PLAN FOR GIVING
Sunday Collection Update
Amount Needed Weekly
Actual Received Last Sunday
Balance
*(Envelopes $4,447, Online $270)

$7,000.00
$4,717.00
- $2,283.00

Amount Needed for Month of June
$28,000.00
Amount Collected Thus Far
$24,396.50
----------------------------------------The second collection next week will be in support of Pastoral
Solidarity for the Church in Africa.
----------------------------------------"Thank you to all those who are participating in our tithing
program! May God bless and reward your sacrifices! For those
who are not yet tithing, I encourage you to please give it a
prayerful thought. Thank you!

Please pray for all the sick & the homebound members of our
Parish, especially Marian Fletcher, Ann Lackner, Richard
Meyers, Rosalie Heit, Andrea Objay, Audrey Falcone, Louis
Brusco, Michael Tomanelli, Ariella Castillo, Gail Chappory,
Randolph Castillo, Jr., Deacon Jim Byrne, Gregory Clemens,
Florence McCormack, Mary Bryce, Anna Bonacci, William
Flower, Efrain Arzola, Henry Joseph, Deacon Bob Clemens,
Carolyn Cesta, William Bodack, Joseph Mahoney, Mary De
Santis, Leticia Agosto, Manuel Obalde, Jr., Gina Obalde, Rosalia
Guzman, Ann McGarry, Florence B. Swetz, Daniel Pezzola,
Brittany Arzola, Ron and Sally Petro, Anthony Guarente, Theresa
Venturino, Nicholas Arzola and Angela Lutomski.
----------------------------------------Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to add a loved
one to the sick list.

EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION: Held the Fir st Fr iday of ever y
month at 1 p.m. Please join us when you are able.
DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION: Held the Fir st Satur day of
every month at 3 p.m. All are encouraged to participate.

Dear Lord, we call our country, “One nation under God”
when we pledge allegiance to the flag.
May we always remember that we are subject to You.
Help us always to recall that a nation is great
only so long as it worships You as its author.
Remind us that no nation can truly prosper
unless it acknowledges its dependence on You.
Give us the grace to remember always
that the true sign of strength for any nation or person
is how well we treat the weak and helpless among us,
and make us truly thankful for all You have given us
throughout our history. Amen.

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday, July 1 (Anticipated Mass)
5:00 PM
Christine Bellino +
*****************************************************

8:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
5:00 PM

Sunday, July 2
Mary Ann Karpinski +
Clare Yaskovic (Living)
Margaret & Michael Hickey +
For All the People of Our Parish

*****************************************************

Monday, July 3
Saint Thomas, Apostle
7:00 AM
No Intention
9:00 AM
Margaret T. Maccia +
Tuesday, July 4
Weekday—Independence Day
9:00 AM
Evangeline Yaskovic +
Wednesday, July 5
Weekday
7:00 AM
No Intention
9:00 AM
Margaret T. Maccia +

Thursday, July 6
Weekday
7:00 AM
No Intention
9:00 AM
For the Young Women of the Parish
First Friday, July 7
Weekday
7:00 AM
Bernadetta Triscari +
9:00 AM
Giovanni & Teresina Brusco +
Saturday, July 8
Weekday
9:00 AM
Peter Objay +
****************************************************

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday, July 8 (Anticipated Mass)
5:00 PM
Marion De Muro +
****************************************************

8:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
5:00 PM

Sunday, July 9
Oscar Starkenberg +
Dennis Madonia & Mary Gregorio +
For All the People of Our Parish
Jose Angel Ocasio +

Saint Thomas the Apostle
July 3rd
Poor Thomas! He made one remark and has been branded as
“Doubting Thomas” ever since. But if he doubted, he also
believed. He made what is certainly the
most explicit statement of faith in the New
Testament: “My Lord and my God!” (see
John 20:24-28) and, in so expressing his
faith, gave Christians a prayer that will be
said till the end of time. He also occasioned
a compliment form Jesus to all later
Christians: “Have you come to believe
because you have seen Me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and have
believed” (John 20:29).
Thomas should be equally well known for his courage. Perhaps
what he said was impetuous—since he ran, like the rest, at the
showdown—but he can scarcely have been insincere when he
expressed his willingness to die with Jesus. The occasion was
when Jesus proposed to go to Bethany after Lazarus had died.
Since Bethany was near Jerusalem, this meant walking into the
very midst of his enemies and to almost certain death. Realizing
this, Thomas said to the other apostles, “Let us also go to die with
him” (John 11:16b).
-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+WELCOME TO OUR PARISH FAMILY
Our warmest welcome to our visitors! We are glad you came to
celebrate the Eucharist with us today. We thank God for you!
Do not hesitate to let us know how we may
serve you.
Every family and single adult to be considered
an active parishioner of St. Bartholomew’s
Parish must be properly
registered in the Parish, receiving and regularly
using the Parish Weekly Collection Envelopes.
Only in this way can the Pastor issue documents
attesting to Catholic practice of the faith and Parish membership,
e.g. a letter to be a Godparent or Sponsor. For further information
call the Parish Office at (914) 965-0566.
If you have not registered or need to correct some of the
information in our file, please fill out this form and check (X) the
appropriate box below, or you may also use the complete
Registration Form found on the table at the rear of the Church;
and drop the completed form into the collection basket or drop
off/mail it to the Rectory. Thank you!

Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
City/Zip: _____________________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________________
Comment: ____________________________________________
 I am interested in parish membership.
 I am a visitor.
 Change of Address / Telephone Number.
 I am moving out of the Parish.
 I am going to the hospital.
 I would like to be visited by a priest / minister.
 Please send me the Catholic New York.
 I would like to learn more about the Catholic Faith.

