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New super laser carrles LASIK, first responders to new vision levels

SUBMITTED PHOTOBLOX-DNIBERALLE PRESS
Bllox| Senbor Patrolman Robert McKelthen enjoys 20/20
viskon after receiving LASIK laser vision correction from
Dr. Rainna Bahadur (right). They appear here after his
post-LASIK eye exam at Eye Associales of the South's
main clinic in Biloxi,

From New Orleans to Mobile,
Eye Associstes of the South s
the first 10 offer a newer, hlade-
free Z-LASIK machine for
patienis who want LASIE laser
vision correction,

To share this sdvanced tech-
nology  with ihe community,
Rainna Bahadur, M1, donated
LASIK ¢ye surgery b two active
duty members of the Biloxi
police and fire depanmments., who
were chosen by iheir superions
The ophthalmologisi, who is o
partner at Eye Associates of the
South, has been performing
LASIK for o decade,

Since joining BEve Associaes
of the South in 2003, Bahadur
skl she has been commitied o
providing the Mississippi Gulf
Coast with the best iechnobogy
that ophthalmology has 10 offer,
Bahadur thought of offering
LASIK 10 area first responiders
duse 10 the recent 10ih anniver-
sary of Wil *They're absolsie-
Iy our everviday community
heroes,” she sabd, "INbey can get
il of glasses or contacis, it will
be o kot safer for them in their
line of work.®

Biloxi  Senior  Patrolman
Robert McKeithen, 50, recently
received  LASIK  from  Dr,
Bohaglur und pow has HWV20
wision, withiat weaning contacts
or glosses,  Since he received
monovision LASIK o cormect
one eve Tor distance and the
wvaher for close-up viewing. he
doesn’t need remding glasses,
either,

Bahadur is sereening o Biloxi
Fire Department frefighter 1o
receive  his  LASIK  next,
Bahadur performs LASIK in a
sterile operating room: ot Cedar
Lake Surgery Center.  The out-
patbent procedure takes just a
Few minwtes and viskon improve-
ment is immediate

“1"'m amazed by the rechnolo-
gy and how easy it went.” said
patrolman  McKeithen,  “No
paim, a1 all.

"Il be & ke =afer on the job,”
he stressed,  *1'm ihoroughly
excived.”

He hos beenm wearing glasses
sipoe mbowt age 7. "On the job,”
McKelthen of Biloxd said, “the
issue often is my glasses fogging
up. As o police officer, that's

extremely dangerous, You never
know ot any lime what comes
over the police i -~ and you
gotta jump! Then I'd have o
take my glasses off if they fog
up, then with my eyesight poor
af distances, 1 can't sce — and
that’s been of extreme concem Lo

McKeithen said everyihing
Trom rain and mist from the gull
b the aitddons lempernbures cre-
ated wision problems wilh his
glasses. Cominct lenses  were
even worse for him, he said, He
has broken eveglasses while
apprehending suspects amd esti-
maned he has replaced ot least 40
pairs. maostly due 10 the job,

Before LASIK, his vision was
OD 200 1000 amd OF 2008060 he
had high myopia aml high asiig-
muatism, o well os preshyopia,

“I'm ecstatic.” he said of his
LASIK resulis. “It's ihe best
thing that's ever happened to me.,
I've alsg pever won nothing in
my life before, nat a thing,”



