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Notes

Sharp-eyed readers of these notes will notice that Florida’s largest newspaper,
the Sz. Petersburg Times, changed its name to the 7ampa Bay Times a couple
of years ago. I have tried to use the name that the paper went under at the
time the story in question ran. Also, the Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel changed
its name to the South Florida Sun-Sentinel so 1 have simply used Sun-Sentinel.

Abbreviations
FTU  Florida Times-Union
MH Miami Herald
MNT  Miami New Times
NYT  New York Times
oS Orlando Sentinel
SHT Sarasota Herald-Tribune
SPT St. Petersburg Times
SS South Florida Sun-Sentinel
TBT Tampa Bay Times

Prologue: The Punch Line State

Florida is a strange place Roxane Gay, “Living with My Parents in Florida, It’s Difficult
to Feel Like an Adult,” Guardian, Jan. 27, 2015, www.theguardian.com/commentisfree
/2015/jan/27/living-with-my-parents-in-florida-its-difficult-to-feel-like-an-adult.

“You got a pen?” The story of the first flag can be found at the Museum of Southern His-
tory’s Web site, www.museumsouthernhistory.com/flags/floridastateflags.html.

1 told her about Ochopee Karin Meadows, “Ochopee: The World’s Smallest Post Of-
fice,” SS, Aug. 4, 2014, www.sun-sentinel.com/travel/sfl-getaways-ochopeepostof-
fice,0,5813733.photo; Michael Warren, “World’s Smallest Police Station,” Florida



Traveler, Jan. 20, 2009, htep://floridatraveler.com/worlds-smallest-police-station/;
Christopher Balogh, “Inside Cassadaga, the Psychic Capital of the World,” Vice,
Jan. 29, 2013, www.vice.com/read/inside-cassadaga; Greg Myre, “Sweetwater:
Swamp Town’s Colorful Past Lives On,” Lakeland Ledger, June 22, 1986, http://
news.google.com/newspapers?id=utwvAAAAIBA]&sjid=e_sDAAAAIBAJ&pg
=6797%2C4079094.

I reeled off a dozen 1f you're interested in the really weird stuff, I recommend Lynn Wad-
dell’s Fringe Florida: Travels Among Mud Boggers, Furries, Ufologists, Nudists and
Other Lovers of Unconventional Lifestyles (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
2013). The best Nub City story ever is Thomas Lake, “Dismembered Again,” SPT,
Sept. 2, 2007, www.sptimes.com/2007/09/02/Life/Dismembered_again.shtml; “Set-
tlement in Donald Duck Groping Lawsuit,” The Smoking Gun, May 12, 2011,
www.thesmokinggun.com/documents/celebrity/donald-duck-groping-lawsuit
-settled-625381; Sean Mussenden, “Tigger’ Will Return to His Job at Disney,” OS,
Aug. 7, 2004, http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2004-08-07/news/0408070266_1
_costumed-characters-chartrand-disney; Cynthia Luma and Catherine Lower, Hau-
nted Florida: Ghosts and Strange Phenomena of the Sunshine State (Mechanicsburg
PA: Stackpole Books, 2008), 41-47; Jessica Guerra, “Morbid Monday: The Macabre
Romance of a Man and a Mummy,” A#las Obscura, Oct. 27, 2014, www.atlasobscura
.com/articles/morbid-monday-the-macabre-romance-of-a-man-and-a-mummy.

As that line on the first Lawrence P. Lessing, “State of Florida,” Fortune, Feb. 1948, 65—
72, 211-13.

Heck, Florida even fielded: In addition, a Florida woman, U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman
Schultz, chaired the Democratic National Committee.

Florida offers an abundance Austin L. Miller, “Burglars Tasted, Snorted, Human and
Canine Ashes,” Ocala Star-Banner, Jan. 18, 2011, www.ocala.com/article
/20110118/ARTICLES/110119714; “Cops Responding to Shots Fired Find Armed
‘Pirate,” Florida Keys Keynoter, June 30, 2015, www.huflingtonpost.com/ransom
-riggs/wwii-photos_b_1975210.html; Keeley Sheehan, “FishHawk Mermaid Ex-
plains Her Fin Passion After Pool Ban,” 7B7, July 17, 2013, www.tampabay.com
/news/humaninterest/fishhawk-mermaid-asks-board-to-change-pool-rules
-against-swim-fins/2131896.

To me, that combination “Deputies: Man Fakes Heart Attack as Friend Steals Toys from
Walmart,” WFTV.com, Dec. 17, 2014, www.wftv.com/news/news/local/deputies
-man-fakes-heart-attack-friend-steals-toys/njTxB/; Josh Taylor, “Rare African Tor-
toise Held for Ransom in Venice?” WWSB-TV’s MySuncoast.com, Dec. 18,
2014, www.mysuncoast.com/news/local/rare-african-tortoise-held-for-ransom
-in-venice/article _10768560-86¢ca-1le4-ba2b-1fdae3b39d95.html
#VJRODIjmyTo.twitter; Mark Douglas, “Police: Clearwater Woman Assaults
Grandmother over Facebook Friend Request,” WFLA.com, Dec. 18, 2014, www
wila.com/story/27661788/police-say-woman-slaps-around-her-grandmother-for
-refusing-to-friend-her-on-facebook; Melanie Dostis, “Woman Hired ‘Hit Man’



with Van to Kill Husband, Deputies Say,” OS, Dec. 22, 2014, www.orlandosentinel
.com/news/breaking-news/os-lakeland-woman-husband-murder-plot-20141222
-story.html; “Man Arrested After Allegedly Bringing Meth to Probation Office,”
Northwest Florida Daily News, Dec. 17, 2014, www.nwfdailynews.com/local/crime
/police-blotters/man-arrested-after-allegedly-bringing-meth-to-probation-office
-1.415020; Michael Allen, “2 Brothers Taken to Hospitals After Sword Fight in
Port St. Lucie,” TCPalm.com, Dec. 16, 2014, www.tcpalm.com/news/local-news/st
-lucie-county/crime/two-brothers-taken-to-hospitals-after-sword-fight-in-port-st
-lucie_84125172; Sean Rossman, “Woman Arrested in Attack on Satanic Temple
Display,” Tallahassee Democrat, Dec. 24, 2014, www.tallahassee.com/story/news
/local/2014/12/23/satanic-temple-display-damaged-woman-in-custody/20811197
/?from=global&sessionKey=8&uautologin=.

Carl Hiaasen Sean Woods, “Carl Hiaasen’s Life Advice,” Men’s Journal, Jan. 2014, www
.mensjournal.com/magazine/carl-hiaasens-life-advice-20131227#ixzz2x DUH
kUal.

Florida is a place David Ovalle and Daniel Ducassi, “South Miami Man Kills Wife, Posts
Photo of Bloody Body, Turns Himself in to Police,” MH, Aug. 9, 2013, www
.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article1953945.html.

Part of Florida’s appeal John Kenneth Galbraith, 7he Grear Crash of 1929 (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2009), 4-5; “Ponzi vs. the Postal Inspection Service,”
https://postalinspectors.uspis.gov/radDocs/consumer/Ponzi_vs_USPIS.html.

Nothing in Florida is ever “Seven Mile Bridge,” Road Trippers.com, https://roadtrippers
.com/us/florida-keys-fl/attractions/seven-mile-bridge?lat=40.830448&Ing=-96
.70166&z=5; A. N. Devers, “House Hunters,” Lapham’s Quarterly, Jan. 19, 2011,
http://laphamsquarterly.org/roundtable/house-hunters; Kerstein, Key West on the
Edge, 191-92.

In Florida, the crimes tend Fred Grimm, “Skimmers, Scammers, Schemers: When It
Comes to Fraud, Florida Has It All,” MH, May 22, 2015, www.miamiherald.com
/news/local/news-columns-blogs/fred-grimm/article21737667.html; “3 Facing
Prison Time in $1M Toilet Paper Scam,” CBS Miami, Nov. 26, 2011, http://miami
.cbslocal.com/2011/11/26/3-facing-prison-time-in-1m-toilet-paper-scam/; Paige
Williams, “Bones of Contention,” New Yorker, Jan. 28, 2013, www.newyorker.com
/magazine/2013/01/28/bones-of-contention-2; “Fix-A-Flat Butt Doctor Pleads
Guilty, Sentenced 1 Year in Prison,” First Coast News, Oct. 24, 2013, http://archive
firstcoastnews.com/news/article/333060/4/Fix-a-Flat-butt-doctor-pleads-guilty
-sentenced-1-year-in-prison; “Orlando Man Accused of Giving Illegal Butt Injec-
tions,” ClickOrlando.com, Oct. 15, 2013, www.clickorlando.com/news/orlando
-man-accused-of-giving-illegal-butt-injections/22447072; Wilbert L. Cooper, “Butt-
loads of Pain,” Vice, Jan. 7, 2014, www.vice.com/read/buttloads-of-pain-0000190
-v21nl; Curt Anderson, “By Nearly Any Measure, Sunny South Florida Is Tops in
Fraud,” TB7, July 29, 2015, http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/u/us_paradise_of
_fraud_flol-?site=flpet&section=home&template=default.



In our tropical heatr “Mosquitoes of Florida,” University of Florida, Florida Medical Ento-
mology Laboratory, http://mosquito.ifas.ufl.edu/Mosquitoes_of_Florida.htm; Jim
Waymer, “Florida Coast Prime Spot for Sharks,” USA Today, Aug. 23, 2014, www
.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/08/23/shark-weeks-over-but-theyre-still
-out-there/14505591/; “Hungry, Hungry . .. Alligator? Reptile ‘Crashes’ Florida
Picnic, Chows Down on Burgers,” (New York) Daily News, June 20, 2013, www
.nydailynews.com/news/national/alligator-crashes-florida-picnic-chows-burgers
-article-1.1377768; Paul Thompson, “Eyes Bigger than His Stomach: Alligator
Chomps on Police Car and Refuses to Let Go,” Daily Mail, May 4, 2011, www
.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1383095/Eyes-bigger-stomach-Alligator-chomps
-police-car-refuses-let-go.html; Will Hobson, Laura C. Morel, and Jodie Tillman,
“Seffner Sinkhole 911 Call: ‘Bedroom Floor Just Collapsed,” 7B7, March 1, 2013,
www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/sinkhole-swallows-part-of-seffner-home
11277042.

1 always tell peaple “Oops! Wrecker Smashes into a Building Next Door,” SH7, June 7,
2001; “Alleged Car Thief Caught by Vehicle He Tried to Steal,” FTU, July 19,
2002, hetp://jacksonville.com/tu-online/apnews/stories/071902/D7KS86Q80.html;
Steve Bousquet and Craig Pittman, “Wildlife Appointees All Crist Boosters,” SPT,
Aug. 21, 2007, www.sptimes.com/2007/08/21/State/ Wildlife_appointees_a.shtml.

Florida produces so much The list of blogs includes “FloriDUH” by Barbara Hijek, www
.sun-sentinel.com/news/strange/floriduh-blog/; “Off the Beat” by Will Green-
lee, http://offthebeat.blogs.tcpalm.com/; and “WTFlorida,” MNT, www
.miaminewtimes.com/topic/wtf-florida-6433165. The Twitter accounts include
mine, @FloriDUHgal (Hijek), @Off TheBeatTweet (Greenlee), @ThatsMyFlorida,
and the famous @_FloridaMan and @_FloridaWoman. Miami documentary
filmmaker Billy Corbin (@BillyCorben) and Associated Press reporter Tamara
Lush (@TamaraLush) often tweet about weird Florida stories too. AP reporter
Brendan Farrington compiles an annual roundup of weird Florida stories. Long-
time Palm Beach Post reporter Elliott Kleinberg, who has written two books collect-
ing various weird Florida stories under the titles Weird Florida and Weird Florida
II: In a State of Shock, maintains a Facebook page called “Weird Florida,” www
.facebook.com/weirdflorida. There’s also a popular Reddit category called “Flor-
ida Man.” Finally, the syndicated “News of the Weird” column, which aggregates
oddities from all over the world, is by Chuck Shepherd, who lives in Florida.

We do this because Ben Montgomery, “FAA Investigating Florida Mailman’s Landing of
Gyrocopter on U.S. Capitol Lawn,” 7B7; April 15, 2015, www.tampabay.com
/news/politics/elections/ruskin-mailman-tries-flying-to-capitol-in-gyrocopter
-to-deliver-campaign/2225584; T. ]. Quinn, Pedro Gomez, and Mike Fish,
“MLB Seeks to Suspend A-Rod, Braun,” ESPN.com, June 5, 2013, http://espn.go
.com/espn/otl/story/_/id/9301536/major-league-baseball-suspend-20-players
-including-alex-rodriguez-ryan-braun-part-miami-investigation; Kristine Gill,
“Flight School Owner Tied to 9/11 Hijackers Has Book Signing Monday in Lee,”



Naples Daily News, Aug. 14, 2011, www.naplesnews.com/entertainment/flight
-school-instructor-911-rudi-dekkers-book-lee; Ron Charles, “Bush’s 9/11 School
Visit Pushed ‘Pet Goat™ into Spotlight,” Washington Post, Sept. 9, 2011, www
.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/bushs-911-school-visit-pushed
-pet-goat-into-spotlight/2011/09/08/glQAYpXtFK _story.html; “A  Chronology:
Key Moments in the Clinton-Lewinsky Saga,” CNN: http://www.cnn.com/ALL
POLITICS/1998/resources/lewinsky/timeline/; Jilian Fama and Meghan Kiesel,
“Watergate Burglars: Where Are They Now?” ABC News, June 17, 2012, heep://
abcnews.go.com/Politics/watergate-burglars-now/story?id=16567157; Aline Men-
delsohn, “The Chad Challenge,” OS, Sept. 15, 2004, http://articles.orlandosentinel
.com/2004-09-15/news/0409140039_1_chad-presidential-election-names.

Go back in American history Jim Robinson, “Accomplice’s Dad Fled to Oviedo After
Assassination,” OS, Feb. 17, 1991, http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/1991-02-17
/news/9102160431_1_booth-lincoln-live-oak.

These days, everywhere you turn “Famous Alumni from Miami Beach High,” Miami
Beach 411 Web site, www.miamibeach411.com/news/famous-alumni; Ariel
Barkhurst, “Johnny Depp’s Roots Are in Miramar,” SS, Sept. 30, 2014, www.sun
-sentinel.com/local/broward/miramar/sfl-johnny-depp-20140929-story.html;
Gina Salomone, “Kate Upton: Making of a Supermodel,” (New York) Daily News,
Feb. 19, 2012, www.nydailynews.com/entertainment/kate-upton-road-fame-fortune
-started-horse-curves-article-1.1024587.

10 live in Florida Lynne Holt, David Colburn, and Lynn Leverty, “Boomers or Bust in
Florida and the Nation,” University of Florida Bureau of Economic and Business
Research, www.bebr.ufl.edu/articles/boomers-or-bust-florida-and-nation.

Florida recently passed New York “Florida Passes New York to Become the Nation’s
Third Most Populous State, Census Bureau Reports,” U.S. Census Bureau press
release, Dec. 23, 2014, www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2014/cb14-232
.html; Jamal Thalji, “Florida Broke Record in 2014 with 97.3 Million Tourists,”
TBT, Feb. 16, 2015, www.tampabay.com/news/politics/stateroundup/gov-scott
-to-announce-2014-tourism-numbers-today-at-tampa-international/2217819.

1 grew up hunting Mullet are delicious when fried or smoked. They are also the only fish
I know of to be declared birds by a Florida judge. In a 1918 case, Wakulla County
Judge R. Donald McLeod reasoned that because mullet have gizzards and fowl
have gizzards and other fish do not have gizzards, therefore mullet are fowl, not
fish—and thus he acquitted local fishermen accused of violating state fishing
laws. Don’t get me started about the state officials who, in 1962, tried to get every-
one to start calling mullet by a name they considered more marketable: “lisa.”

1: Growing Up Floridian
1 have an unusual hobby Ransom Riggs, “8 Intimate, Beautiful WWII Photos,” Huff-
ington Post, Dec. 12, 2012, www.huflingtonpost.com/ransom-riggs/wwii-photos

_b_1975210.html.



Those of us who grew up Rick Allen, “Remembering Six Gun Territory,” Ocala Star-
Banner, Dec. 29, 2010, www.ocala.com/article/20101229/ARTICLES/101229740;
Amy Bennett Williams, “Cypress Knee Museum Now a Ruined Roadside Relic,”
Fort Myers News-Press, Oct. 19, 2014, www.news-press.com/story/news/local/amy
-williams/2014/10/19/cypress-knee-museum-now-ruined-roadside-relic
/17498905/; “Atomic Tunnel,” Florida’s Lost Parks Web site, http://lostparks.com
/atomictunnel.html; Craig Pittman, “Last-of-Its-Breed Florida Wildlife Park on
Endangered List,” 7B7, Dec. 18, 2010, http://beaches.tampabay.com/news
lenvironment/wildlife/last-of-its-breed-florida-wildlife-park-on-endangered-list
/1140923.

But don’t assume all Florida kids Short John Atanasoff bio at www.johnatanasoff.com
/biography.php?sub=basic_facts. If you want more, I recommend Jane Smiley’s
The Man Who Invented the Computer: The Biography of John Atanasoff, Digital
Pioneer (New York: Doubleday, 2005).

Then there’s Jeff Bezos Chris Bayer, “The Inner Bezos,” Wired, July 2003, http://
archive.wired.com/wired/archive/7.03/bezos_pr.html; interview with Dexter
Filkins.

The truth is Kyle Munzenrieder, “Florida Has the Second Fewest Native Residents of
Any State,” MNT, Aug. 18, 2014, www.miaminewtimes.com/news/florida-has
-the-second-fewest-native-residents-of-any-state-7548292.

Ir’s never been easy Chris Joseph, “Florida Woman Leaves Kids in Car While She At
tended Lil Wayne Concert,” Broward-Palm Beach New Times, July 15, 2013,
http://blogs.browardpalmbeach.com/pulp/2013/07/florida_woman_leaves_kids
_in_c.php; Daniel Dahm, “Bar Patrons Beat Man Accused of Leaving Kids
Alone in Car for Hours, Florida Police Say,” ClickOrlando.com, Aug. 21, 2014,
www.clickorlando.com/news/bar-patrons-beat-man-accused-of-leaving-kids
-alone-in-car-for-hours-florida-police-say/27660804; Kameel Stanley, “Former
NFL Player Accused of Leaving Toddler in Car While He Went in Strip Club,”
TBT, July 15, 2013, www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/crime/former-nfl
-player-accused-of-leaving-toddler-in-car-while-he-went-in-strip/2131482;  Kyle
Munzenrieder, “Florida Man Left Toddler in Pickup Truck While He Drank at
Strip Club,” MNT, Sept. 23, 2013, http://blogs.miaminewtimes.com/riptide
/2013/09/florida_man_left_toddler_in_pi.phpl; “Fleecing Woman Throws Baby
at Deputy,” Pensacola News Journal, July 17, 2013, www.pnj.com/article/DP
/20130717/NEWS11/307170019/Fleeing%20woman%20throws%20baby%20
at%20deputy.

I grew up on Pensacola is considered the “Cradle of Naval Aviation,” and is home to the
Pensacola Naval Air Station, www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrse/installations/nas
_pensacola.html; Fort Pickens on the National Park Service Web site, www.nps
.gov/guis/planyourvisit/fort-pickens.htm.

1o someone growing up “The Banty Rooster” was W. D. Childers, a longtime state sena-

tor who later became a county commissioner and then a defendant in a corruption



case. “The He-Coon” referred, originally, to U.S. Rep. Bob Sikes, a veteran Pan-
handle congressman who also ran into ethical problems, and after retiring from
politics got into a tussle with his handpicked biographer. Later that nickname was
appropriated by Gov. Lawton Chiles in his reelection campaign against a young
Jeb Bush. The flying saucer house was one of fewer than one hundred “Futuro”
homes designed to be installed on mountainsides for skiers. There are two in
Florida—the other one’s a Tampa strip club. Here’s a site that tracks them: www
.thefuturohouse.com/.

In school we had to learn Learning about Florida was in the fourth-grade curriculum.
Some schools took it more seriously than others. One of my friends tells me his
class actually did several field trips to important historical sites. Sadly, this is no
longer required of Florida children. “Americanism vs. Communism” was ap-
proved by the legislature in 1961 and not repealed until 1983.

1 wish my teachers Wilson Robertson, “Viewpoint: Why Fly the Five Flags?” Pensacola
News Journal, Dec. 15, 2014, www.pnj.com/story/opinion/2014/12/15/viewpoint
-fly-five-flags/20455575/.

The teachers did tell us Jeff Klinkenberg, “As 500th Anniversary Nears, Cities Vie for
Title of Ponce de Leon’s Landing Spot,” 7B7, Dec. 28, 2012, www.tampabay
.com/news/business/tourism/as-500th-anniversary-nears-cities-vie-for-title-of
-ponce-de-leons-landing/1268036; Matthew Shaer, “Ponce de Leén Never Searched
for the Fountain of Youth,” Smithsonian, June 2013, www.smithsonianmag.com
/history/ponce-de-leon-never-searched-for-the-fountain-of-youth-72629888/;
Russell McLendon, “Why Manchineel Might Be Earth’s Most Dangerous Tree,”
Mother Nature Network, Oct. 23, 2014, www.mnn.com/family/protection-safety
/blogs/why-manchineel-might-be-earths-most-dangerous-tree.

That wasn’t all they left our Eric A. Powell, “Diving into History: Tristdn de Luna’s
Ships,”  Archaeology, July/Aug. 2009, http://archive.archaeology.org/0907
/underwater/florida.html; Steve Pinson, “The Tristdn de Luna Expedition,” Pensa-
cola Archaeology Lab, www.de-luna.com/pal.html.

That’s why St. Augustine can boast “City of St. Augustine: The Nation’s Oldest City,”
www.staugustinegovernment.com/visitors/nations-oldest-city.cfm.

The teachers could have told us Herbert J. Doherty, “Andrew Jackson vs. the Spanish Gov-
ernor, Pensacola 1821,” Florida Historical Quarterly 34, no. 22 (Oct. 1955): 142~
58; “Aboard the Underground Railroad: British Fort,” National Park Service,
www.nps.gov/nr/travel/underground/fl1.htm.

We did learn Gloria Jahoda, Florida: A History (New York: W. W. Norton, 1984), 49.

Another thing our teachers National Park Service, Fort Pickens Web site, “Determining
the Facts: The Civil War in the Pensacola Area,” www.nps.gov/Nr/twhp/wwwlps
/lessons/38pickens/38facts].htm.

But no Fort Mose Historical Society Web site, www.fortmose.org/; Margo Harrakas,
“Voyages of Freedom,” SS, Feb. 2, 2005, http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2005
-02-22/lifestyle/0502210267_1_underground-railroad-cape-florida-lighthouse



-slave; Robert N. Rosen, 7he Jewish Confederates (Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 2000), 55—62; Grunwald, 7he Swamp, 68.

We didn’t even learn One of the best books about this period in Florida history is
Charles W. Pierce’s Pioneer Life in Southeast Florida (Coral Gables: University of
Miami Press, 1970). It should be required reading for every Floridian and maybe
all the snowbirds as well.

This devilish description Bayard Kendrick and Barry Walsh, A History of Florida Forests
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2007), 22. Apparently it’s not always fa-
tal, but it’s never pleasant. See Nicola H. Strickland, “Eating a Manchineel ‘Beach
Apple,” British Medical Journal 321, no. 7258 (Aug. 12, 2000): 428.

Perhaps living so close William Souder, “How Two Women Ended the Deadly Feather
Trade,” Smithsonian, March 2013, www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature
/how-two-women-ended-the-deadly-feather-trade-23187277/2no-ist; Hampton
Dunn, “Keys’ Lighthouses Wrecked the “Wreckers,”” Digital Collection, Florida
Studies Center Publications, paper 2618, 1960, http://scholarcommons.usf.edu
Mstud_pub/2618; Kendrick and Walsh, A History of Florida Forests, 34—37. In
1844, the U.S. attorney for West Florida reported that he couldn’t get any indict-
ments for stealing timber from public lands because those charged included most
of the grand jury, including its foreman.

For instance, every year Victoria Bekiempis, “Tampa Walks the Plank During Gasparilla
Pirate Parade,” Newsweck, Feb. 13, 2014, www.newsweek.com/2014/02/14/tampa
-walks-plank-during-gasparilla-pirate-parade-245528.html; Ben Montgomery,
“Chasing Gaspar,” TB7, Jan. 24, 2014, www.tampabay.com/features/humaninterest
/how-jose-gaspar-stole-his-way-into-the-history-books/2162643.

1 would argue Frederic Remington, “Cracker Cowboys of Florida,” Harper’s New Monthly
Magazine, vol. 91, Aug. 1895, harpers.org/archive/1895/08/cracker-cowboys-of
-florida/; Craig Pittman, “Arcadia Harkens Back to Days of Bone Mizell,” SPT,
July 3, 1992.

A few years ago, McKeen William McKeen, ed., Homegrown in Florida (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2012); Petty’s essay is on pp. 179-83, Connelly’s is on
pp- 25-30. Full disclosure: I have an essay in the book too.

2: Flirting with Disaster

Where in the hell Bill Adair, “10 Years Ago, Her Angry Plea Got Hurricane Aid Mov-
ing,” SPT, Aug. 20, 2002, www.sptimes.com/2002/webspecials02/andrew/day3
Istoryl.shtml.

In 2014, a real estate blog Ryan Nickum, “The United States of Fear: Which American
States Are the Scariest?” Estately blog, July 15, 2014, http://blog.estately.com/2014
/07/the-united-states-of-fear-which-american-states-are-the-scariest/.

As with many things “Sunshine State Isn’t Sunniest,” USA Today, June 21, 2004, htep://
usatoday30.usatoday.com/weather/news/2004-06-21-fla-sunshine_x.htm.

Yet Florida inmates E-mail to author from Jon Lucas, press secretary, Florida Depart-



ment of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles; H. C. Sumner, “North Atlantic
Hurricanes and Tropical Disturbances of 1948,” Weather Bureau, Dec. 1948,
277-80, http://docs.lib.noaa.gov/rescue/mwr/076/mwr-076-12-0277.pdf.

Then, in 1970, the legislature Journal of the Senate, State of Florida, June 4, 1970,
866-67; R. H. Simpson, Arnold Sugg and Staff, “The Atlantic Hurricane Season
of 1969,” National Hurricane Center, April 1970, 293-306, www.aoml.noaa
.gov/hrd/hurdat/mwr_pdf/1969.pdf.

Why do we get so many Morton D. Winsberg, “Anticipating Heavy Rain in Florida,”
Florida Climate Center Web site, http://climatecenter.fsu.edu/topics/specials
[anticipating-heavy-rain-in-florida; Cynthia Barnett, Rain: A Natural and Cultural
History (New York: Crown, 2015), 250.

Starting around 1920 Wynne and Knetsch, Florida in the Great Depression, 14. A fuller
examination of the 1920s land boom is in chapter 3.

But then the railroads Nick Wynne and Richard Moorhead, Paradise for Sale: Florida’s
Booms and Busts (Charleston, SC: History Press, 2010), 142—46.

The boom sputtered 1bid., 153-55.

Florida’s sogginess Barnett, Rain, 16.

In 2014 Cindy Barth, “Florida No. 1 for Highest Risk of Property Damage from Natu-
ral Hazards,” Orlando Business Journal, Sept. 11, 2014, www.bizjournals.com
lorlando/blog/2014/09/florida-no-1-for-highest-risk-of-property-damage.html.

1 have friends who “Survey: 1 in 5 Would Not Evacuate for a Hurricane,” CBS Mi-
ami, June 1, 2015, htep://miami.cbslocal.com/2015/06/01/survey-1-in-5-would-not
-evacuate-for-a-hurricane/.

Florida is the Lightning Capital “Florida, the Lightning Capital of the U.S.,” Accu-
weather.com, www.accuweather.com/en/weather-glossary/florida-the-lightning
-capital/17689103; Joseph Dwyer, “Lightning Expert Q&A,” PBS, www.pbs.org
/wgbh/nova/earth/dwyer-lightning. html; Lightning, Floridadisaster.org, www
floridadisaster.org/kids/lightning.htm; David Castlevecchi, “Rogue Antimatter
Found in Thunderclouds,” Nature, May 12, 2015, www.nature.com/news/rogue
-antimatter-found-in-thunderclouds-1.17526.

Florida is the Shark Bite Capital You can access the International Shark Attack File at
www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/sharks/isaf/isaf.html; the 2012 stats are at www.flmnh
.ufl.edu/fish/sharks/statistics/statsus.htm; “Shark Actacks Still a Danger for
East Coast Swimmers,” CBSLocal.com, May 21, 2012, http://tampa.cbslocal.com
12012/05/21/shark-attacks-still-a-danger-for-east-coast-swimmers/.

Florida reigns supreme Gram Slattery, “Sinkhole in Florida: In ‘Sinkhole Alley,” Another
Massive One Swallows a Street,” Christian Science Monitor, July 21, 2014, www
.csmonitor.com/USA/USA-Update/2014/0721/Sinkhole-in-Florida-In-Sinkhole
-Alley-another-massive-one-swallows-a-street-video; “Sinkholes,” U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey, http://water.usgs.gov/edu/sinkholes.html.

Archie Carr, in his book Archie Carr, A Naturalist in Florida: A Celebration of Eden
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1994), 3.



In the documentary Water’s Journey The movie is available in three parts on YouTube,
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAoP84icOFceKos4dMkXtd2tlxJjEvkoyK.

When a sinkhole yawns Red Huber, “Looking Back at Winter Park’s Famous Sink-
hole,” OS, Nov. 13, 2012, http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2012-11-13/news/os
-fla360-looking-back-at-winter-parks-famous-sinkhole-20121113_1_sinkhole
-orlando-sentinel-winter-park; “Pictures: Winter Park Sinkhole,” OS, Nov. 13, 2012,
www.orlandosentinel.com/news/nationworld/os-fla360-pictures-winter-park
-sinkhole-20121113-photogallery.html.

In 1994 “Aquifer Contamination Due to Florida Sinkhole in 1994,” SinkholeReport
.com, htep://sinkholereport.com/aquifer-contamination-due-florida-sinkhole-1994
-phosphate-plant-polk-county-fl; Robert Brinkmann, Florida Sinkholes: Science and
Policy (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2013), 127-28; “Geotechnical En-
gineering Gem,” Ardaman & Associates Web site: http://www.ardaman.com
faward3.htm.

A sinkhole doesn’t have to be Will Hobson, Laura C. Morel, and Jodie Tillman, “Seffner
Sinkhole 911 Call: ‘Bedroom Floor Just Collapsed”” 7B7, March 1, 2013, www
.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/sinkhole-swallows-part-of-seffner-home
/1277042.

My favorite sinkhole story lleana Morales Valentine, “Plant City Sinkhole Victim Was
Also Trapped in One Last Year,” 7B7, March 29, 2011, www.tampabay.com/news
/publicsafety/plant-city-sinkhole-victim-was-also-trapped-in-one-last-year/1160410;
Katie Mettler, “Sinkhole Reopens Two Years After It Swallowed Seffner Man Sleep-
ing in His Bed,” 7B7, Aug. 19, 2015, www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/report
-new-hole-opens-at-site-0f-2013-fatal-sinkhole-in-seffner/2241865.

Florida gets hit by more Ken Kaye, “Florida Hurricane Facts: We're Hit More Often
in Even Years,” SS, March 16, 2014, htep://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2014-03-16
/news/fl-florida-hurricane-facts-20140314 _1_southwest-florida-hurricanes
-central-florida; “Chronological List of All Hurricanes, 1851-2014,” National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, www.aoml.noaa.gov/hrd/hurdat/All
_U.S._Hurricanes.html; “Hurricanes,” Florida Climate Center Web site, http://
climatecenter.fsu.edu/topics/hurricanes.

That 2004 string Patricia Mazzei, “Jeb Bush, Hurricane Governor,” MH, Aug. 24, 2015,
www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/elections-2016/jeb-bush
/article32144850.html; Craig Pittman, “Bush’s Andrew Story Tells Cautionary
Tale,” SPT; June 12,2003, www.sptimes.com/2003/06/12/State/Bush_s_Andrew
_story_t.sheml. The friend who sheltered Bush and his family from Andrew was
Cuban-born real estate broker Carlos Salman, cochairman of the Reagan-Bush
Commitee for Dade County.

Those who survived Andrew 1 spent a year following the fate of a single neighborhood hit
by Hurricane Andrew, then went back to talk to the same people for the tenth
anniversary: Craig Pittman, “Storm’s Howl Fills the Ears of Survivors,” SPT,
Aug. 18,2002, www.sptimes.com/2002/webspecials02/andrew/day1/storyl.shtml.

10



Unlike Bush, Florida’s promoters Frank Parker Stockbridge and John Holliday Perry,
So This Is Florida (New York: R. M. McBride, 1938), 3.

Grady Norton knew the truth “Grady Norton, First to Forecast Paths of Hurricanes,
Dies at 60,” Daytona Beach Morning Journal, Oct. 9, 1954, http://news.google
.com/newspapers?id=ul EgAAAAIBA] &sjid=tcwEAAAAIBA]&pg=3030
%2C6689237; Robert W. Burpee, “Grady Norton: Hurricane Forecaster and
Communicator Extraordinaire,” Weather and Forecasting, 1988, 247-54, www.aoml
.noaa.gov/general/lib/TM/NortonBio.pdf; Robert C. Sheets, “The National Hurri-
cane Center: Past, Present, and Future,” Weather and Forecasting 5, no. 2 (June 1990):
185-99; Zora Neale Hurston, 7heir Eyes Were Watching God (New York: Harper,
2000 [1937]), 234-39.

The American faith in technology Barnett, Rain, 185—-86.

One of Norton’s successors Doyle Rice, “At 100, Weather Expert Has Seen It All”
USA Today, June 13, 2012, www.usatoday.com/weather/hurricane/story/2012
-06-13/hurricane-simpson/55605488/1; “Herbert Saffir, 90, Dies; Created
Hurricane Scale,” NY7, Nov. 24, 2007, www.nytimes.com/2007/11/24/us/24saffir
heml? =0.

In 1992, Hurricane Andrew’s winds Christopher W. Landsea et al., “A Reanalysis of
Hurricane Andrew’s Intensity,” Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society,
Nov. 2004, www.nhc.noaa.gov/pdf/04landsea.pdf; Fred Tasker, “Andrew and
T-Shirts: Good Fit or Bad Taste?” MH, Sept. 15, 1992.

Remember the four hurricanes A Sun-Sentinel series exposed the Frances FEMA rip-off.
All the stories by Sally Kestin and Megan O’Matz can be found at www.sun
-sentinel.com/news/local/southflorida/sfl-femacoverage,0,3866065.storygallery.

The most recent major Craig Pittman, “Oil Finally Reaches Panhandle Beaches,”
TBT, June 4, 2012: www.tampabay.com/news/environment/oil-finally-hits-panhandle
-beaches/1100125; interview with Robert K. Turpin.

By the time BP stopped The eight Florida counties hit by oil were Escambia, Santa Rosa,
Okaloosa, Walton, Bay, Franklin, and Wakulla. Jane Meinhardt, “Florida Has Most
BP Oil Spill Damage Claims,” Tampa Bay Business Journal, April 10, 2014, www
.bizjournals.com/tampabay/news/2014/04/10/florida-has-most-bp-oil-spill
-damage-claims.html.

Afterward, counties and cities Jay Weaver, “BP Oil Spill Compensation Fund for Gulf
Coast Victims Is Hit by Fraud,” MH, Aug. 20, 2012, www.mcclatchydc.com
12012/08/20/162793/bp-oil-spill-compensation-fund.html.

Scamming on a major scale Kari C. Barlow, “Okaloosa Still Recovering a Year After TDC
Scandal,” Northwest Florida Daily News, April 27, 2013, www.nwidailynews.com
/local/okaloosa-still-recovering-a-year-after-tdc-scandal-1.134307.

Given our vulnerability Jason Dearan and Jennifer Kay, “Sea Level Rise Threatens Flor-
ida Coast, but No Statewide Plan,” Associated Press, May 10, 2015, http://
bigstory.ap.org/article/7c4ffc9cf6e1452180cc0491c969fdc6/sea-rise-threatens
-florida-coast-no-statewide-plan; Tristam Korten, “In Florida, Officials Ban Term
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‘Climate Change,’” Florida Center for Investigative Reporting, March 8, 2015,
htep://fcir.org/2015/03/08/in-florida-officials-ban-term-climate-change/.

3: Getting Stucco

Two boom-time speculators F. Page Wilson, “Miami: From Frontier to Metropolis, An
Appraisal,” Tequesta 14 (1954): 40.

In 1528, a Spaniard Kendrick and Walsh, A History of Florida Forests,11-12; “Wild Hog,”
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, http://myfwc.com
/hunting/by-species/wild-hog/.

The pattern repeats itself Campbell McGrath, Florida Poems (New York: Harper, 2002),
80. Used by permission of Campbell McGrath.

Florida has long been known Jane Ciabattari, “The French Riviera: A Sunny Place for
Shady People,” BBC, July 11, 2014, www.bbc.com/culture/story/20140711-a-sunny
-place-for-shady-people; Denham, “4 Rogues Paradise,” 108.

In 1877, as Reconstruction Grunwald, The Swamp, 73; Reyes, Exiles in Eden, 44.

One big reason Raymond B. Vickers, Panic in Paradise: Florida’s Banking Crash of 1926
(Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1994), 19; Sidney Lanier, Florida: Irs
Scenery, Climate, and History (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1875); Don Moser, “Man-
grove Island Is Reprieved by Army Engineers,” Smithsonian, Jan. 1977, 71.

After her antislavery bestseller John T. Foster and Sarah Whitman Foster, Beechers,
Stowes, and Yankee Strangers: The Transformation of Florida (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 1999), 46—49, 88-92, 104-107; Tracy ]. Revels, Sunshine Paradise:
A History of Florida Tourism (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2010), 3;
Harriet Beecher Stowe, The Writings of Harriet Beecher Stowe (Boston: Houghton
Miflin, 1896), 360.

Consider Ransom E. Olds Jerry Beverland, “City of Oldsmar History,” Oldsmar Public
Library Web site, www.oldsmarlibrary.org/history.htm.

In Old’s era Grunwald, The Swamp, 141-46; Alfred Jackson Hanna and Kathryn Ab-
bey Hanna, Lake Okeechobee: Wellspring of the Everglades (New York: Bobbs-
Merrill, 1948), 137-51.

“Throughout Florida resounded” Frederick Lewis Allen, Only Yesterday: An Informal His-
tory of the 1920s (New York: Harper, 1931).

“Florida is bathed” George B. Tindall, “Bubble Under the Sun,” American Heritage 16, no.
5 (Aug. 1965), www.americanheritage.com/content/bubble-sun?page=show.

Geographically, the state James A. Carter 111, “Florida and Rumrunning During Na-
tional Prohibition,” Florida Historical Quarterly 48, no. 1 (July 1969): 47-56;
Chepesiuk, Gangsters of Miami, 21; Mark Andrews, “Rumrunners, Tourists, Lo-
cals Kept Speak-casies Afloat,” OS, April 26, 1998, http://articles.orlandosentinel
.com/1998-04-26/news/9804240715_1_flamingo-prohibition-cargo.

Florida officials loved Wynne and Knetch, Florida in the Grear Depression, 15.

As demand grew Doug Stewart, “The Madness That Swept Miami,” Smithsonian,
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Jan. 1, 2001, www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-madness-that-swept-miami
-71131487/2no-ist; Frank B. Sessa, “Miami in 1926,” Tequesta 16 (1956): 15, htep://
digitalcollections.fiu.edu/tequesta/files/1956/56_1_02.pdf; interview with Gary
Mormino.

Not all of it was because For a full biography of the fascinating Fisher, see Mark S. Fos-
ter, Castles in the Sand: The Life and Times of Carl Graham Fisher (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2000); Clark, Concise History of Florida, 156-57; Jay
Scriba, “Miami Beach: The Miracle That Muck Built,” Milwaukee Journal,
March 4, 1970, https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=sAwqAAAAIBAJ&sjid
=VCgEAAAAIBAJ&pg=7233%2C2601235.

Charles Green Rodes Beth Duff Sanders, “Affluent Area Has Problems and Squabbles
Too,” S8, April 26, 1989, http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/1989-04-26/news
/8901210759_1_four-islands-venice-waterway; “Millionaire Takes Wife and 54
Relatives on Big Pleasure-Seeking Jaunt,” Pittsburgh Press, Aug. 2, 1925, http://
news.google.com/newspapers?id=COMqAAAAIBA] &sjid=D0oEAAAAIBA]
&pg=7259%2C2025138; Donald A. Higgins, “Rodes Enjoys Own Excursion,”
Southeast Missourian, July 24, 1925, https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=Ly
QrAAAAIBAJ&sjid=edIEAAAAIBAJ&pg=6806%2C6254264; Cyril T. Zaneski,
“Finger Isles Sinking Around Ritzy Homes,” MH, Jan. 16, 1994.

How could property prices escalate Galbraith, Great Crash, 3.

It didn’t help Vickers, Panic in Paradise, 5, 13, 36-39, 201-13.

By this point the boom Nevin D. Sitler, Warm Wishes from Sunny St. Pete: The Success Story
of Promoting the Sunshine City (Charleston, SC: History Press, 2014), 60.

“It was only necessary” Kenneth Ballinger, Miami Millions: The Dance of the Dollars in the
Great Florida Land Boom of 1925 (Miami: Franklin Press, 1936), 94; “Grave of
Johnnie Brown, the Human Monkey,” RoadsideAmerica.com, www.roadside
america.com/story/22030; Nolan, Fifty Feet in Paradise, 202-205.

That same air of rapacious rascality Allen H. Andrews, A Yank Pioneer in Florida: Re-
counting the Adventures of a City Chap Who Came to the Wilds of South Florida in the
1890s and Remained to Grow Up with the Country (Estero, FL: Douglas Printing
Co., 1950), 283; Galbraith, Great Crash, 4-5; Tindall, “Bubble Under the Sun.”

The news coverage clearly inspired “The Cocoanuts (1925),” George S. Kaufman Web
site, http://georgeskaufman.com/play-catalogue/16-play-catalogue/critics-choice
/80-the-cocoanuts-1925.heml; here’s a clip of Groucho’s “stucco” line: http://
youtu.be/0JipY BQi-0U; he also says, “Florida, folks! Sunshine, sunshine! Per-
petual sunshine all the year around! Let’s get the auction started before we get a
tornado.”

Florida’s reputation was Wilson, “Miami,” 40.

Would I argue Eugene N. White, “Lessons from the Great American Real Estate Boom
and Bust of the 1920s,” NBER Working Paper no. 15573, Dec. 2009, JEL No.
E5,G01,G18,G21,N12,N22, 3; Galbraith, Great Crash, 4.
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Over the decades Dan Scheurman, “Planned Paradise: Making the Florida Dream,”
Humanities 28, no. 5 (Sept./Oct. 2007), www.neh.gov/humanities/2007
/septemberoctober/feature/planned-paradise-making-the-florida-dream; Kris Hund-
ley, “Lehigh Acres: Florida’s Lesson in Unregulated Growth,” SP7, Aug. 8, 2009,
www.tampabay.com/news/growth/lehigh-acres-floridas-lesson-in-unregulated
-growth/1025808; Reyes, Exiles in Eden, 212-20, 231-41; Craig Pittman, “Law-
maker Insists His Bridge Is No Boondoggle,” SP7, July 30, 2000, www.sptimes
.com/News/073000/State/Lawmaker_insists_his_.shtml; Cynthia Barnett, Mirage:
Florida and the Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S. (Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press, 2007), 25-27; Gary Mormino, Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams:
A Social History of Modern Florida (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2011),
53; Leslie Allan, Beryl Kuder, and Sarah Oakes, Promised Lands, Vol. 2: Subdivisions
in Florida’s Wetlands (New York: INFORM, 1977), 117-57; Mary T. Schmich,
“Florida Wants Land Scam to Yield a Swamp,” Chicago Tribune, May 12, 1991,
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1991-05-12/news/9102120074_1_golden-gate
-estates-swamp-land; Peter S. Goodman, “This Is the Sound of a Bubble Burst-
ing,” NYT, Dec. 23, 2007, www.nytimes.com/2007/12/23/business/23house.html
?pagewanted=all&_r=0.

Some of the old and busted Reyes, Exiles in Eden, 232-33, 243—45.

Politically the biggest beneficiary Jim Tankersley, “Under Jeb Bush, Housing Prices Fueled
Florida’s Boom. Then It All Went Bust,” Washington Post, July 27, 2015, www
washingtonpost.com/business/economy/under-jeb-bush-housing-prices-fueled
-floridas-boom-then-it-all-went-bust/2015/07/27/3cb40da2-2409-11e5-b72c
-2b7d516ele0e_story.html; Goodman, “This Is the Sound of a Bubble Bursting”;
John Hielscher, “Florida Still No. 1 for Foreclosures,” SHT, April 20, 2015,
www.heraldtribune.com/article/20150420/article/304209989; Reyes, Exiles
in Eden, 32-33; Michael Van Sickler, Marlene Sokol, and John Martin, “Foreclo-
sures Crisis Caused by Investors. And Lenders. And Politicians. And Buyers,”
SPT, Nov. 6, 2009, www.tampabay.com/news/foreclosures-crisis-caused-by
-investors-and-lenders-and-politicians-and/1049903; Michael Van Sickler, “House
Flipper Sang-Min ‘Sonny’ Kim Sentenced to Prison Time for Mortgage Fraud,”
SPT, May 26, 2011, www.tampabay.com/news/courts/civil/house-flipper-sang
-min-8216sonny-kim-sentenced-to-prison-time-for-mortgage/1171921;  George
Packer, “The Ponzi State,” New Yorker, Feb. 9, 2009, www.newyorker.com
/magazine/2009/02/09/the-ponzi-state; Michael Grunwald, “Is Florida the Sun-
set State?” Time, July 10, 2008, http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article
/0,9171,1821648,00.html; Paul Owers, “Investors Hop on the Bus for Foreclsure
Bargains,” SS, Sept. 12, 2011, http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2011-09-12/business
/fl-foreclosure-bus-tour-20110912 _1_first-foreclosure-investors-hop-david

-dweck.
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4: Trading Gators for Beer

“The strange quality of the light” Jeff VanderMeer, Annibilation (New York: Farrar,
Straus & Giroux, 2014), 89-90. VanderMeer’s Southern Reach trilogy is the best
horror series about Florida that doesn’t mention the legislature.

Florida’s most widely recognized piece Cinderella’s Castle does have a small room avail-
able for overnight rental, an amenity aimed directly at the upscale side of the
Disney Princess demographic: https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/attractions/magic
-kingdom/cinderella-castle/.

On the campus Florida Southern has a special Web site for Wright fans: www
franklloydwrightatfsc.com; “Florida Architecture: 100 Years. 100 Places™ Fon-
tainebleau Hotel: www.aiaflatop100.o0rg/building.cfm?idsBuilding=47; “Florida
Architecture: 100 Years. 100 Places™ Atlantis: www.aiaflatop100.org/building
.cfm?idsBuilding=1; Seaside architecture Web site, www.seasidefl.com/history
larchitecture/. If Seaside looks familiar, it’s because it was used as the backdrop
for the Jim Carrey movie 7he Truman Show.

1 prefer our quirkier Coral Castle Web site, http://coralcastle.com; Jeff Klinkenberg,
“Florida’s Stonehenge Is Coral Castle in Homestead,” 7B7; June 20, 2013, www
.tampabay.com/features/humaninterest/floridas-stonehenge-is-coral-castle-in
-homestead/1272928; Ken Smith and Doug Kirby, “Florida’s Top 10 Roadside
Attractions,” Guardian, April 26, 2013: www.guardian.co.uk/travel/2013/apr27
/florida-top-10-roadside-tourist-attractions? CMP=twt_gu; “Giant Lobster Moved
to New Home,” June 11, 2009, www.fla-keys.com/news/news.cfm?sid=7383. (Yes, |
had my picture taken with Betsy.) Dinosaur World Web site, http://dinosaurworld
.com/. In 2007, someone stole one of their dinosaurs—no one knows why.

In prebistoric times Linda Lee, “When Mastodons Ruled South Florida,” CNN,
Dec. 14, 2007, http://money.cnn.com/2007/12/13/smbusiness/fossils.fsb/; Goofy
Golf Web site, http://goofygolfpc.com/; Jeff Klinkenberg, “Monster Garage,”
SPT, Nov. 10, 2003, www.sptimes.com/2003/11/10/Floridian/Real_Florida_
_Monster.sheml; “Tourists Posed with Stegosaurus Statue at the Lion Country
Safari Zoo,” Florida State Archives, www.floridamemory.com/items/show/89202.

Florida’s 171 state parks State parks Web site, www.floridastateparks.org/; “Florida’s
State Parks and Trails Continue Breaking Attendance Records,” Hernando
Today, Nov. 20, 2014, hetp://hernandotoday.com/floridas-state-parks-and-trails
-continue-breaking-attendance-records/.

Some Florida state parks Craig Pittman, “Heads Butt over Plan to Thin Bison Herd at
Paynes Prairie State Park in North Florida,” SP7, Nov. 25, 2011, www.tampabay
.com/news/environment/wildlife/heads-butt-over-plan-to-thin-bison-herd-at
-paynes-prairie-state-park-in/1203525; “Torreya: Florida’s Garden of Eden,” Visit
Florida Web site, www.visitflorida.com/en-us/trails/articles/2008/march/torreya
-floridas-garden-of-eden.html; “Garden of Eden Trail, Apalachicola Bluffs and
Ravines Preserve,” Atlas Obscura, www.atlasobscura.com/places/garden-of-eden
-trail-apalachicola-bluffs-and-ravines-preserve; Brook Wilensky-Lanford, “Paradise
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Lust: The Lawyer Who Found Eden in the Florida Panhandle,” Religion & Poli-
tics, July 12, 2012, http://religionandpolitics.org/2012/07/12/paradise-lust-the
-lawyer-who-found-eden-in-the-florida-panhandle/.

Florida’s springs have been dazzling George Rush, “Taking the Plunge in Florida’s
Springs,” Wall Street Journal, April 10, 2015, www.wsj.com/articles/taking-the
-plunge-in-floridas-springs-1428690340; Craig Pittman, “Florida’s Vanishing
Springs,” TBT, Nov. 23, 2012, www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water
/floridas-vanishing-springs/1262988; Francis Harper, ed., The Travels of William
Bartram (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1998), 104-105, 363. Harper notes
that the fact that Bartram inspired Coleridge’s poem means Salt Springs Run is the
archetype of “Alph, the sacred river.” When I visited White Springs in 2012, there
was only one hotel left. A glass case in the lobby displayed the ledger page with
the signatures of Roosevelt and Taft.

In 1947, a visionary “History of Weeki Wachee Springs,” Weeki Wachee Springs Web
site, www.weekiwachee.com/index.php/about-us/history-of-weeki-wachee-springs;
Virginia Sole-Smith, “The Last Mermaid Show,” NYT, July 5, 2013, www
.nytimes.com/2013/07/07/magazine/the-last-mermaid-show.html?pagewanted
=all&_r=1.

The irony of this mermaid Daniel Hartman, “Florida Manatees, Mermaids in Peril,” Na-
tional Geographic, Aug. 1968, 342-53; for more on manatee biology, see
Roger L. Reep and Robert K. Bonde, Florida Manatee: Biology and Conservation
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2006). For a history of the political con-
troversy over protecting them, see my book, Manatee Insanity: Inside the War over
Florida’s Most Famous Endangered Specie, (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
2010).

One tourist was different John Muir, A Thousand-Mile Walk to the Gulf (New York:
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1998 [1916]); Frank Stewart, A Natural History of
Nature Writing (Washington, DC: Island Press, 1995), 114-16.

Soon some people started thinking Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge history, www
fws.gov/pelicanisland/history.html; “Short History of the Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem,” www.fws.gov/refuges/history/over/over_hist-d_fs.html.

Seventy years later, Congress Interviews with Nathaniel Reed and his main partner in
writing the Endangered Species Act, Lee M. Talbot, formerly of the White House
Council on Environmental Quality; Grunwald, 7he Swamp, 251-59; origi-
nal U.S. endangered species list, Doc. 67-2758, Federal Register 32, no. 48
(March 11, 1967): 4001; “Secretary Udall Names 78 Endangered Wildlife Species,”
Department of the Interior press release, March 12, 1967, www.fws.gov/news
/historic/1967/19670312a.pdf.

Where homes have replaced Craig Pittman, “Florida Panther Faces New Danger: Its
Growing Fearlessness,” SP7; July 9, 2011, www.tampabay.com/news/environment
Iwildlife/florida-panther-faces-new-danger-its-growing-fearlessness/1179467.

Manatees also face threats Peter Jamison, “Woman Who Rode Manatee at Fort De
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Soto Turns Herself In,” 7B7, Oct. 2, 2012, www.tampabay.com/news
/publicsafety/crime/woman-who-rode-manatee-at-fort-de-soto-turns-herself-in
/1254405; Dan Sullivan, “St. Petersburg Woman Accused of Riding Manatee Ar-
rested,” 7B7, Nov. 24, 2012, www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/crime/st
-petersburg-woman-accused-of-riding-manatee-arrested/1263076; Andrew Ford,
“Men who Cannonballed Manatees Sentenced,” Florida Today, May 21, 2013, www
Horidatoday.com/story/news/crime/2014/06/18/men-who-cannonballed-manatee
-sentenced/10795763/.
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/news/Man-Tried-to-Trade-Live-Alligator-for-Beer-at-Miami-Store-FWC
-236193001.html; “Alligator Found in Backpack of Man Trying to Get High,
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Oct. 29, 2014, www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/coral
-gables/article3441017.html.
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ety of state and federal wildlife officials who are losing this battle. I also attended
an Everglades event featuring several politicians where park officials brought out a
python so large that three biologists had to hold it so it wouldn’t escape. Sadly,
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visitor's  guide, n.d., www.pnj.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999
INEWCOMERS/906260304; Jackson, Rise and Decline of the Redneck Riviera, 14.

18



Such discoveries can be inspiring Wallace White, “Her Deepness,” New Yorker, July 3,
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News, June 13, 2013, www.nbcnews.com/video/nbc-news-channel/52193214#
52193214; Jessica Vander Velde, “Severed Leg Identified as Missing Bradenton

> »

Woman’s,” SP7, March 27, 2012, www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/severed
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Voss, “The Orange Grove House of Refuge No. 3,” Tequesta 1, no. 28 (1968): 3-18,
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/04/15/us/florida-panama-city-beach-spring-break/; John Henderson, “Pan-
ama City Beach Outlaws Beach Drinking in March,” Panama City News Her-
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htep://jacksonville.com/opinion/editorials/2015-02-26/story/road-rage-endangers
-everyone; “Road Rage Confrontation Includes Chainsaw, Pregnant Girlfriend,”
Gainesville Sun, May 27, 2000, https://news.google.com/newspapers?id
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_1_chad-butterfly-ballot-big-brother/2; Mike Brassfield, “Motorcycle Helmet Law

22



Advocates Say Rising Florida Deaths Prove Need,” TBT, April 18, 2014, www
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sentinel.com/2011-02-14/sports/os-earnhardt-orlando-sentinel-0215-20110214
_1_carnhardt-family-autopsy-photos-light-on-nascar-safety. I attended that bill
signing, amazed at the speed involved.
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This is where I'd like to point our Zev Chafets, Rush Limbaugh: An Army of One
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60



transcript, March 18, 2011, www.rushlimbaugh.com/daily/2011/03/18/questions
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Arrest Florida Woman, 22, for Violently Yanking Penis of Ex-Boyfriend,” The Smok-
ing Gun, April 17, 2013, www.thesmokinggun.com/buster/woman-grabs-mans
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body,” SPT, May 21, 1964, https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=joAmAAAA
IBAJ&sjid=43wDAAAAIBAJ&pg=4542%2C143397; Gwendolyn Duncan,
“Women as Civil and Human Rights Leaders in St. Augustine: Past, Present,
and Future,” presentation to Enterprising Women’s Leadership Institute, Feb. 16,
2012.

King tried to get a meal Branch, Pillar of Fire, 339—40; John Berbers, “Dr. King De-
scribes St. Augustine as Most Lawless City He’s Seen,” NY7, June 6, 1964, www
.nytimes.com/1964/06/06/dr-king-describes-st-augustine-as-most-lawless-city
-hes-seen.html; Marshall Frady, Martin Luther King Jr.: A Life (New York: Pen-
guin, 2005), 138.

The SCLC declared victory Interview with Robert Hayling; Branch, Pillar of Fire,
446.

The city they left behind Interview with David Nolan; Ken Lewis, “Demolition Begins on
Monson Inn,” St. Augustine Record, March 18, 2003, http://staugustine.com/stories
/031803/new_1400227.shtml#VX5acPIVikp; Andrew Young documentary,
Crossing in St. Augustine, IMD, www.imdb.com/title/tt3570860/; “ACCORD
screening ‘Crossing in St. Augustine,” St. Augustine Record, Dec. 30,2012, htep://
staugustine.com/living/2012-12-29/accord-screening-crossing-st-augustine#
VX5W9_lViko.

On July 2, 2014 Interview with Robert Hayling; Peter Guinta, “Dr. Hayling Given Or-
der of La Florida,” Sz. Augustine Record, July 3, 2013, http://staugustine.com/news
/local-news/2013-07-02#VX5QtflVikp; Sheldon Gardner, “50 Years After Strug-
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gle, How Far Has the City Come?” St. Augustine Record, June 8, 2014: htep:/
staugustine.com/news/local-news/2014-06-07.

17: The Friends of Emma Jones

L don’t really like Florida Rita Mae Brown, Rubyfruit Jungle (Plainfield, VT: Daughters,
Inc., 1973), 89.

As with its boom-and-bust economy Mark Silva, “Governor ‘Privately’ Implies Rilya’s
Caretakers Are Lesbians,” OS, Oct. 4, 2002, http://articles.orlandosentinel.com
/12002-10-04/news/0210040177_1_jeb-bush-pamela-graham-mcbride; ~ “Gover-
nor’s Rilya Quip Criticized,” SP7; Oct. 4, 2002, www.sptimes.com/2002/10/04
/State/Governor_s_Rilya_quip.shtml; Howard Goodman, “Prejudiced or Pan-
dering? The Private’ Side of Bush,” OS, Oct. 8, 2002, http://articles.sun-sentinel
.com/2002-10-08/news/0210080161_1_jeb-bush-devious-plans-pamela-graham;
David Ovalle, “Geralyn Graham Gets 55 Years in Florida’s Rilya Wilson Foster
Child Abuse Case,” McClatchyDC.com, Feb. 12, 2013, www.mcclatchydc.com
/2013/02/12/182801/geralyn-graham-gets-55-years-in.html.

The other, bigger problem Pensacola Beach Memorial Weekend Web site, www
.memorialweekendpensacola.com/.

Pensacola has had an active Jessica Forbes, “Queer and Here: The Long History of Gay
Tourists on Pensacola Beach,” [nWeekly, May 30, 2013, http://inweekly.net
/wordpress/?p=15308; John Loughery, 7he Other Side of Silence: Men’s Lives and
Gay Identities: A Twentieth-Century History (New York: Henry Holt, 1998), 206,
273; Anne V. Hull, “The Gay ’50s,” SP7, July 18, 1993.

Remember when I said The two best sources of information on the Johns Committee are
James Anthony Schnur, “Cold Warriors in the Hot Sunshine: The Johns Commit
tee’s Assault on Civil Liberties in Florida, 1956-1965” (master’s thesis, University of
South Florida, December 1995), and Stacy Braukman, Communists and Perverts
Under the Palms (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2012). You can watch a
video of the Charley Johns—LeRoy Collins debate thanks to the Florida State
Archives at www.floridamemory.com/items/show/232388, and there’s a docu-
mentary about the Johns Committee, produced by Allyson A. Beutke: Behind
Closed Doors: The Dark Legacy of the Johns Committeeatwww.behindcloseddoorsfilm
.com/index2.htm. Incidentally, historian Jim Schnur is the one who got the com-
mittee’s records opened for public scrutiny, an act for which all Floridians should
be grateful.

Among the students ousted Rita Mae Brown, Rita Will: Memoir of a Literary Rabble-
Rouser (New York: Bantam Books, 1997), 184-85; Brown serves as “governor for
the day,” Florida State Archives, www.floridamemory.com/blog/tag/rita-mae
-brown/.

Anyone who opposed “Reporter a Victim of Johns Panel,” SP7; July 12, 1993; David Bar-
stow, “Secrets of State’s Search for ‘Subversives’ Released,” SP7; July 2, 1993.
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In 1964, to show off The “Purple Pamphlet” can be viewed online, thanks to the
State University Libraries of Florida Web site, http:/digitool.fcla.edu/R/UQBK6
75NUAJPFSLKQRIYKS3TRBA3SBER7BHC]J1ER7X6RGUFH1-006192func
=dbin-jump-full&object_id=2619245&local_base=GENO01&pds_handle
=GUEST.

In 1957, around the time Robert D. Shaw, “The Discreet Lovers of Emma Jones,” MH,
Tropic magazine, March 16, 1975, 8-14, 27-29; Jerry Watkins, “The Not-So-
Discreet Lovers of Emma Jones: Beach Parties and Political Consciousness,”
presentation given at the Organization of American Historians annual meeting,
April 17, 2015; Loughery, 7he Other Side of Silence, 273—75; Forbes, “Queer and
Here.”

Around the time the San Carlos Interview with Craig Waters.

Oranges are so intertwined Gary R. Mormino, “Florida’s Endangered Orange,” 7B7,
March 6, 2014, www.tampabay.com/news/perspective/floridas-endangered-orange
12168985. A delightful book on this topic, although it’s somewhat dated, is John
McPhee’s Oranges (New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1966).

In 1967, the legislature The story of the Miami gay rights battle is well told by two
books: Dudley Clendinen and Adam Nagourney’s Out for Good: The Struggle ro
Build a Gay Rights Movement in America (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1999),
291-311, and James T. Sears’s Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones: Queering Space in
the Stonewall South (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2001), 226—45.
Bryant’s TV commercials on YouTube, https://youtu.be/6TaQabiB7Gg; “Finding
Aid to the Robert S. Basker Papers, 1931-2001 Coll2013.076,” Online Archives
of California, www.oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c86976rg/entire_text/.

Bryant then gave an interview “Anita Bryant’s Florida Orange Juice Contract Has Ex-
pired,” Ocala Star-Banner, Sept. 2, 1980, https://news.google.com/newspapers?id
=jIMxAAAAIBAJ&sjid=qwUEAAAAIBAJ&pg=7018%2C197651; “Anita Bryant
Changes Tune,” Nashua Telegraph, Nov. 15, 1980, https://news.google.com
/newspapers?id=qKUrAAAAIBA]J&sjid=0vwFAAAAIBA]&pg=5426%2
C2996778; Sydney Harris, “The New Anita Bryant,” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette,
Jan. 12,1981, https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=SYBIAAAAIBA]&sjid
=8GODAAAAIBAJ&pg=6256%2C1471692; Elinor ]J. Brecher and Steve Ro-
thaus, “Bob Green, Former DJ and Ex-Husband of Anita Bryant, Dies at 80,
Washington Post, Feb. 23, 2012, www.washingtonpost.com/national/bob-green
-former-dj-and-ex-husband-of-anita-bryant-dies-at-80/2012/02/23/gIQAJiPVWR
_story.html; John Tanasychuk, “How Anita Bryant Fought—and Helped—Gay
Rights,” SS, June 4, 2007, http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/2007-06-04/news/070
6030236_1_gay-rights-anita-bryant-gay-adoption-ban.

Despite the vote Kerstein, Key West on the Edge, 158—60, 166-71; “Orlando Gay Days
History,” Gay Days Web site, www.gaydays.com/History/history.htm; Mireya Na-
varro, “2 Decades On, Miami Endorses Gay Rights,” NY7, Dec. 2, 1998, www
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.nytimes.com/1998/12/02/us/2-decades-on-miami-endorses-gay-rights.html;
Lydia O’Connor, “Fort Lauderdale, Florida Is the U.S. City with the Highest Con-
centration of Gay Couples,” Huffington Post, Oct. 1, 2013, www.huffingtonpost
.com/2013/10/01/top-cities-for-gay-couple_n_4019512.html; Mark Joseph Stern,
“A Conservative Florida Republican Explains Why He Shot Down an Anti-Gay
Adoption Bill,” Slate, April 14, 2015, www.slate.com/blogs/outward/2015/04/14
/a_florida_republican_explains_why_he_shot_down_an_anti_gay_adoption
_bill.heml.

A 2015 court ruling Anna M. Phillips, “Tudge Hinkle Says All 67 Counties May Issue
Marriage Licenses to Gay Couples,” 7B7, Jan. 1, 2015, www.tampabay.com/news
Icourts/civil/judge-hinkle-says-all-67-counties-can-issue-marriage-licenses-to-gay
/2212157; Anna M. Phillips, “As Gay Marriage Approaches, Several Counties’
Clerks Opt Out,” TBT, Jan. 2, 2015, www.tampabay.com/news/courts/in-north
-florida-a-views-collide-over-gay-weddings-as-many-clerks-opt-out/2212297;
Anna M. Phillips, “Gay Couples Travel from Neighboring Counties, States to
Wed in Pensacola,” 7B7, Jan. 6, 2015, www.tampabay.com/news/courts/gay
-couples-travel-from-neighboring-counties-and-states-to-wed-in-pensacola

12212682.

18: A Whole New You

The longer I do my job John Green, Paper Towns (New York: Penguin, 2008), 198; Hal
Boedeker, “John Green of ‘Fault in Our Stars’ Found Inspiration in Orlando,”
OS, June 4, 2014, htep://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2014-06-04/entertainment
/os-john-green-fault-stars-orlando-20140604_1_john-green-nerdfighter-our
-stars.

We all just nodded “Paula Thebert,” IMDb, www.imdb.com/name/nm1992363/; J. R.
Taylor “Lacey Wildd on ‘Botched’ (See Her Tonight),” Coed.com, Aug. 10,
2014, http://coed.com/2014/08/10/lacey-wildd-on-botched-see-her-tonight/;
Johnny Diaz, “Broward Reality Star Plans to Boost Bra Size to Triple-Q,” SS, Oct.
4, 2013, www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/hollywood/fl-lacey-wildd-media
-mom-20131003-story.html; Sadie Whitelocks, “Tve Got My Own Jack-o-
Lanterns!” Busty Blonde Performs Bizarre Party Tricks with Her Size LLL Im-
pants,” Daily Mail, Jan. 8, 2014, www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-2536146/Ive
-got-jack-o-lanterns-Busty-blonde-performs-bizarre-party-tricks-size-LLL
-implants.html.

My favorite example is Lilly Eric Wilson, “Lilly Pulitzer Dies at 81; Heiress Who Gave
Clothes a Tropical Splash,” NY7, April 7, 2013, www.nytimes.com/2013/04/08
/fashion/lilly-pulitzer-socialite-turned-designer-dies-at-81.html.

Some visitors are so eager “Escaped Killer Caught After 37 Years,” New York Post,
March 14, 2014, http://nypost.com/2014/03/14/escaped-killer-caught-in-florida
-after-37-years-on-the-lam/; “Authorities: Fugitive Ga. Banker Suspected of Growing
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Marijuana out of Fla. Home,” Fox News, Jan. 3, 2014, www.foxnews.com/us
/2014/01/03/authorities-fugitive-ga-banker-suspected-growing-marijuana-out-fla
-home/.

Some people even try Jamie Manfuso, “Fraud, Divorce, Sex Change Are Factors in Tues-
day Trial,” SH7, Jan. 19, 2003, www.heraldtribune.com/article/20030119
/INEWS/301190536; Jamie Manfuso, “Builder Must Repay $315,000,” SHT,
Jan. 25, 2003, www.heraldtribune.com/article/20030125/NEWS/301250615/0
/search.

We love our doctors Jay Weaver, “Top-Billing South Florida Doctor Charged with Medi-
care Fraud Held in Jail,” MH, April 14, 2014, www.miamiherald.com/news/local
[crimefarticle18535547.html; Brent Johnson, “Who Is Salomon Melgen? Doctor Is
at Center of Menendez Corruption Case,” NJ.com, April 2, 2015, www.nj.com
/politics/index.ssf/2015/04/who_is_salomon_melgen_doctor_is_at_center_of
_rober.html; Herb Jackson, “Menendez Says He’s Angry and Ready To Fight
After Being Indicted on Corruption Charges,” Bergen Record, April 1, 2015, www
.northjersey.com/news/u-s-sen-menendez-indicted-on-corruption-charges-1
.1300085; Christopher Weaver and Christopher S. Stewart, “Florida Doctor Linked
to Sen. Robert Menendez Indicted for Medicare Fraud,” Wall Street Journal,
April 14, 2015, www.wsj.com/articles/florida-doctor-linked-to-sen-robert-menendez
-indicted-for-health-care-fraud-1429061680.

Florida reveres its doctors so much “John Gorrie,” Architect of the Capitol Web site, www
.aoc.gov/capitol-hill/national-statuary-hall-collection/john-gorrie.

Today, though, the Florida doctors Cathy Carmode, “Utah No. 8 in the U.S. in Numbers
of Plastic Surgeons Per Capita,” KSL-TV, Aug. 29, 2011, www.ksl.com/?sid
=16938771.

These operations are supposed “Implant May Have Saved Life,” SH7, Oct. 16, 1993,
https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=aPccAAAAIBAJ&sjid=9Xs
EAAAAIBA]&pg=6228,3494528&hl=en; “Breast Implant Saves Stabbing Victim’s
Life,” WESH-TYV, Jan. 24, 2012, www.wesh.com/Breast-Implant-Saves-Stabbing
-Victim-s-Life/13120930#ixzz2tRpdFDQG.

One Florida plastic surgeon Rachel Zarrell, “Thousands of People Are Tuning In to This
Plastic Surgeon’s Snapchat,” BuzzFeed, April 30, 2015, www.buzzfeed.com
/rachelzarrell/snapchat-surgeon-dr-miami?bftw&utm _term=4ldqpfp#
.mw8PaY8dN; Michael E. Miller, “Michael Salzhauer, Miami’s Wackiest Plastic
Surgeon, Risks Everything for Internet Fame,” MNT, June 21, 2012, www
.miaminewtimes.com/news/michael-salzhauer-miamis-wackiest-plastic
-surgeon-risks-everything-for-internet-fame-6387194. Salzhauer’s client list includes
Lacey Wildd.

Some of Florida’s form-fixing doctors Nicole Brochu, “Plastic Surgeons Making House
Calls ‘Ideal for S. Florida,”” 8§, March 28, 2014, http://articles.sun-sentinel.com
/2014-03-28/health/fl-plastic-surgeons-house-calls-20140311_1_house-calls
-perez-patients; Terrence McCoy, “DJ Betty Pino Isn’t First to Accuse Plastic
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Surgeon of Malpractice” MNT, Oct. 24, 2013, www.miaminewtimes.com
/news/dj-betty-pino-isnt-first-to-accuse-plastic-surgeon-of-malpractice-6393725.

Of course, not everyone “ Not Homeless Need Boobs™ Fla. Woman Asks for Donations
Alongside Busy Roadway,” WPBE-TV, Aug. 9, 2013, www.wpbf.com/news/south
-florida/not-homeless-need-boob-fla-woman-asks-for-donations-alongside-busy
-roadway/21404850; “Jasmine Tridevil: The Woman with Three Breasts,” news.com
.au (Australia), Sept. 22, 2014, www.news.com.au/lifestyle/beauty/jasmine-
tridevil-the-woman-with-three-breasts/story-fnjck634-1227066715458; Jamal
Thalji, “Tampa Woman with Three Breasts? Suitcase Find Points to False Front,”
TBT, Sept. 23, 2014, www.tampabay.com/news/bizarre/tampa-woman-says-she
-has-three-breasts-despite-evidence-to-the-contrary/2199074.

When it comes to prosthetics Michael Kruse, “Florida Business Discreetly Serves Unique
Female Maskers Market,” 7B7, Feb. 27, 2015, www.tampabay.com/features
/humaninterest/femskin-adds-a-few-kinks-to-the-bible-belt/2167457; “Secrets of
the Living Dolls,” Channel 4 (UK), www.channel4.com/programmes/secrets-of
-the-living-dolls; Chabeli Herrera, “Family Divided by Its Own Invention, a Fe-
male Body Suit for Men,” MH, June 12, 2014, www.miamiherald.com/living
[article1966129.html.

The Brazilian part of the FemSkin Wilbert L. Cooper, “Buttloads of Pain,” Vice, Jan. 7,
2014, www.vice.com/read/buttloads-of-pain-0000190-v21n1; David Ovalle, “Ille-
gal Hialeah Butt Doctors Plead Guilty,” MH, Jan, 22, 2015, www.miamiherald
.com/news/local/crime/article7933260.html; Wayne K. Roustan, “ “Toxic Tush’
Practitioner Charged with Manslaughter,” SS, July 27, 2012, http://articles.sun
-sentinel.com/2012-07-27/news/fl-toxic-tush-manslaughter-20120726 _1
_injections-oneal-ron-morris-shatarka-nuby; Kyle Munzenrieder, “Video: Ac-
cused Cement Butt Doc Accomplice Attacked on Telemundo’s Pa’lante Con
Cristina,” MNT, Jan. 26, 2012, www.miaminewtimes.com/news/video-accused
-cement-butt-doc-accomplice-attacked-on-telemundos-palante-con-cristina
-6541641; Tim Elfrink, “Shatarka Nuby Gets 2¥2 Years for Stealing ID to Get
Boob Job and Lipo,” MNT, Dec. 7, 2010, www.miaminewtimes.com/news
/shatarka-nuby-gets-2-1-2-years-for-stealing-id-to-get-boob-job-and-lipo
-6536013; Rafael Olmeda, “Bail Set at $40,000-Plus in ‘“Toxic Tush’ Manslaughter
Case,” 8§, Jan. 9, 2015, www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-toxic-tush-release
-hearing-20150109-story.html.

For years, the most ambitious Howard Cohen, “Celebrity Skin Doctor Fredric Brandt
Takes His Own Life at Miami Home,” MH, April 6, 2015, www.miamiherald.com
/news/local/obituaries/article17488187.html; Guy Trebay, “The Man Behind the
Face,” NYT, March 28, 2014, www.nytimes.com/2014/03/30/fashion/Dr-Fredric
-Brandt-Cosmetic-Dermatologist-to-the-Rich-and-Famous.html?_r=1; Joan Kron,
“Dermatologist Fredric Brandt Has Died: In Memoriam,” Allure, April 5, 2015,
www.allure.com/beauty-trends/blogs/daily-beauty-reporter/2015/04/doctor-brandt
-death.heml; Lili Anolik, “The Tragic Darkness Behind Dr. Fredric Brandt’s
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Extreme Facade,” Vanity Fair, Sept. 2015, www.vanityfair.com/style/2015/08/dr
-brandt-death-celebrity-botox; Gabrielle Bluestone, “Reporter: Doctor Found
Dead Was Devastated by Martin Short Impersonation,” Gawker, April 6, 2015,
http://gawker.com/reporter-doctor-found-dead-was-devastated-by-martin-sh
-16959059622utm_campaign=socialflow_gawker_twitter&utm_source=gawker
_twitter®&utm_medium=socialflow; Michael E. Miller, “ ‘Unbreakable Kimmy
Schmidt” and the Suicide of a Celebrity Dermatologist,” Washington Post, April 7,
2015, www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/04/07/unbreakable
-kimmy-schmidt-and-the-suicide-of-a-celebrity-dermatologist/.

Where better than retiree-rich Florida Tim Elfrink, “Biogenesis Just Hints at Florida’s
Anti-Aging Catastrophe,” MNT; Dec. 19, 2013, www.miaminewtimes.com/news
/biogenesis-just-hints-at-floridas-anti-aging-catastrophe-6394446.

A Florida doctor, William Arlene Weintraub, Selling the Fountain of Youth: How the
Anti-Aging Industry Made a Disease Out of Getting Old—and Made Billions (New
York: Basic Books, 2010), 53—63; Robert Langreth, “Sweet Syringe of Youth,”
Forbes, 12/11/2000, www.forbes.com/forbes/2000/1211/6615218a.html; “Legal
Tangle at the Fountain of Youth,” Bloomberg, March 19, 2006, www.bloomberg
.com/bw/stories/2006-03-19/legal-tangle-at-the-fountain-of-youth; Dr. Abelove’s
obituary, https:/billabelove.wordpress.com/2014/06/25/a-celebration-of-the-life-of
-dr-william-a-abelove-obituary/.

That’s why it took a whistle-blower This scandal was first exposed by Tim Elfrink of the
Miami New Times, and then Elfrink and Gus Garcia-Roberts turned it into a
book: Blood Sport: A-Rod and the Quest to End Baseball’s Steroid Era (New York:
Plume Books, 2015). Tim Elfrink, “A Miami Clinic Supplies Drugs to Sports’ Big-
gest Names,” MNT; Jan. 31, 2013, www.miaminewtimes.com/news/a-miami
-clinic-supplies-drugs-to-sports-biggest-names-6396907; Tim Elfrink, “MLB
Steroid Scandal: How Porter Fischer Exposed the Coral Gables Clinic,” MNT,
June 20, 2013, www.miaminewtimes.com/news/mlb-steroid-scandal-how-porter
-fischer-exposed-the-coral-gables-clinic-6394432; Jay Weaver, “Alex Rodriguez’s
Confession: Yes, I Used Steroids from Fake Miami Doctor,” MH, Nov. 5, 2014,
www.miamiherald.com/sports/mlb/article3578762.html; T. J. Quinn and Mike
Fish, “Sources: Bosch Gave Teens PEDs,” ESPN.com, July 26, 2013, http://espn
.go.com/espn/otl/story/_/id/9512043/whistle-blower-documents-show-high
-school-players-received-peds-tony-bosch-biogenesis-clinic-sources-say; Tim Elf-
rink, “Biogenesis Chief Tony Bosch Gets Four Years in Federal Pen,” MNT,
Feb. 17, 2015, www.miaminewtimes.com/news/biogenesis-chief-tony-bosch-gets
-four-years-in-federal-pen-6533898.

I don’t mean legally insane Craig Pittman, “Mentally Ill Treated Too Late for Victims,”
SPT, Jan. 20, 1997; David Ovalle, “In Miami-Dade, Hope, Help for Offenders
with Mental Illness,” MH, Sept. 29, 2014, www.miamiherald.com/news/local
/community/miami-dade/article2319144.html.

This is not a new attitude “Presto! No Florida License Needed to Be a Psychologist as of
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July 1,V SPT; July 2, 1979, https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=9k1SAAAA
IBAJ&sjid=T3wDAAAAIBAJ& pg=5145%2C2009256; David Swartzlander,
“Yes, You—or Your Dog—Can Be a Fully-Licensed Florida Psychologist!” Lake-
land Ledger, July 16, 1979, https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=0O00sAAAA
IBAJ&sjid=9_oDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6556%2C242612; Matt Bokor, “State Offi-
cials Urge Re-regulation of Psychologists,” SP7; Aug. 14, 1979, https://news
.google.com/newspapers?id=hU1SAAAAIBAJ&sjid=UXwDAAAAIBA]&pg
=4140%2C4339057; Carol Gentry, Chuck Murphy, and Bob Port, “Patients Face
a Mental-Health Minefield,” SPT; April 7, 1991.

Money is a major problem Kate Santich, “Florida’s Mental Health Funding Lags Most of
Nation’s,” OS, March 22, 2014, http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2014-03-22
/health/os-mental-health-crisis-florida-20140322_1_state-funding-donna-wyche
-funding-priority; Ashley Lopez, “Florida Slips Even Lower in Mental-Health
Funding,” Florida Center for Investigative Reporting, July 26, 2012, hetp://fcir.org
12012/07/26/florida-slips-even-lower-in-mental-health-funding/; “Mental Health
Spending: State Agency Totals,” Governing, n.d., www.governing.com/gov-data
/health/mental-health-spending-by-state.html.

About 3:00 a.m. on Friday For a full account of this quintessentially odd and tragic
Florida story, see Daniel M. Harrison, Making Sense of Marshall Ledbetter: The
Dark Side of Political Protest (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2014).

What makes this doubly ironic “Chiles Being Treated for Depression,” Boca Raton News,
April 14, 1990, https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=EvVTAAAAIBAJ&sjid
=0YwDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6790%2C5272290.

We had no idea Florida Department of Corrections timeline, 1868—1869, www.dc.state
H.us/oth/timeline/1868-1876.html; “Apalachicola Arsenal,” Explore Southern
History Web site, www.exploresouthernhistory.com/arsenall.html; “About Flor-
ida State Hospital,” Florida Department of Children and Families Web site,
www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/mental-health/fsh/about-us; Sally J. Ling,
“Out of Mind, Out of Sight: A Revealing History of the Florida State Hospital at
Chattahoochee and Mental Health Care in Florida,” Sally J. Ling, History Detec-
tive Web site, http://sallyjling.com/out-of-mind-out-of-sight-the-revealing-history
-of-the-florida-state-hospital-at-chattahoochee/; “Florida’s Forgotten Men and
Women,” Daytona Beach Morning Journal, Sept. 16, 1960, https://news.google
.com/newspapers?id=gYkeAAAAIBAJ&sjid=rswEAAAAIBAJ&pg=769%
2C2448760; Martin Waldron, “Improvement at Chattahoochee,” SP7, Nov. 23,
1961, https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=SDISAAAAIBAJ&sjid=OHkD
AAAAIBAJ&pg=6909%2C806011; James Ponti, “Journey out of Madness,” OS,
May 27, 1990, http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/1990-05-27/news/9005241152
_1_chris-calhoun-porch-police-officer.

Donaldson had curly hair You can read Donaldson’s own heartbreaking account of his
ordeal in his book—the one the doctors didn’t believe would ever exist: Kenneth
Donaldson, Insanity Inside Out (New York: Crown, 1976). Larry Evans, “Mental
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Hospitals: He’s Been There,” Fredericksburg Free-Lance Star, April 14, 1977, heeps://
news.google.com/newspapers?id=ud9LAAAAIBA]J&sjid=P4sDAAAAIBA]&pg
=6768%2C1727271; Rebecca Birnbaum, “My Father’s Advocacy for a Right to
Treatment,” Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law 38, no. 1
(March 2010): 115-23, www.jaapl.org/content/38/1/115.full; “Mental Inmate
Freed,” SPT; Aug. 14, 1971; Morton Mintz, “First Mental Patient to Win Right to
Liberty Awarded $20,000,” Washington Post, Feb. 5, 1977; 493 F.2d 507: Kenneth
Donaldson, Plaintiff-Appellee, v. J. B. O’Connor, M.D. and John Gumanis, M.D.,
Defendants-Appellants; O’Connor v. Donaldson, 422 U.S. 563 (1975); Dorothy
Storck, “Escape from ‘Insanity, ” Sz. Petersburg Evening Independent, Aug. 12, 1976,
https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=z-MLAAAAIBA]&sjid=hlgDAAAAIBA]
&pg=6410%2C2045149; “ACLU History: Mental Institutions,” www.aclu.org
Jorganization-news-and-highlights/aclu-history-mental-institutions. ~ Donaldson’s
collected papers are at Yale University: hetp://drs.library.yale.edu/HLTransformer
/HLTransServlet?stylename=yul.ead2002.xhtml.xsl&pid=mssa:ms.1677&query
=Rights&clear-stylesheet-cache=yes&hlon=yes &big=&adv=_&filter=
&hitPageStart=18&sortFields=&view=over#did.

Epilogue: The Unified Theory of Florida

Brothers and sisters James Weldon Johnson, God’s Trombones: Seven Negro Sermons in
Verse (New York: Viking, 1927), 5, http://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/johnson
/johnson.html. Johnson also wrote the lyrics to what’s been dubbed the “black
National Anthem,” the song “Lift Every Voice and Sing.”

Every weekday afternoon Shadi Rahimi, “Home Sweet Flooded Home,” SPT, July 30,
2006, www.sptimes.com/2006/07/30/Southpinellas/Home_sweet_flooded
_ho.shtml.

Then we drive across Abhi Raghunathan, “Statues’ Years of Mystery Solved,” SPT;
Aug. 11, 2007, www.sptimes.com/2007/08/11/Northpinellas/Statues__years_of
_mys.shtml.

This is the neighborhood Jamal Thalji and Craig Pittman, “Pinellas County Couple’s
Death a Murder-Suicide,” SP7; May 23, 2009, www.tampabay.com/news/public
safety/crime/pinellas-county-couples-death-a-murder-suicide/1003701.

Next we pass the ornate Zachary T. Sampson, “Agency Confirms Burmese Python
Sighting Near Snell Isle,” 7B7, June 4, 2013, www.tampabay.com/news
lenvironment/wildlife/fwc-confirms-burmese-python-sighting-near-snell-isle
12124774,

In the middle of the bayou Jon Wilson and Sharon Bond, “Activists Want to Buy Is-
land to Protect Birds,” SP7, May 10, 2006, www.sptimes.com/2006/05/10
/Neighborhoodtimes/Activists_want_to_buy.shtml. The rest of the story I got from

one of my sources.
Once across the second bridge Leonora LaPeter, “The Odd Case of a Naked Nanny,” SPT;
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May 1, 2005, www.sptimes.com/2005/05/01/Southpinellas/The_odd_case_of_a
_nak.shtml.

Then we zip through Jay Cridlin, “Yo ho, yo ho . .. oh no!” SPT; Jan. 18, 2006, www
.sptimes.com/2006/01/18/ Tampabay/Yo_ho__yo_ho__oh_no.shtml; Tim Roche,
“Things That Go Bump in the Night...,” SP7; May 1, 1996; Weston Phippen,
“Housing Complex Clerk Mistakes Dead Woman for April Fools’ Mannequin,”
TBT, April 2, 2014, www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/housing-complex
-clerk-mistakes-dead-woman-for-april-fools-mannequin/2173221.

Soon we’re scooting through Andrew Meacham, “Bill Youngs First Family Emerges to Tell
Their Story,” TBT, Jan. 4, 2014, www.tampabay.com/news/bill-youngs-firste-family
-emerges-to-tell-their-story/2159685.

Then we zoom over Paul Swider, “Artwork Coming to “Thrill Hill’ Bridge,” SP7;
March 5, 2006, www.sptimes.com/2006/03/05/Neighborhoodtimes/Artwork
_coming_to__Th.shtml.

We cruise past the To be fair, a lor of people were suspects in that triple-homicide. It’s the
one in which aluminum siding salesman Oba Chandler was convicted and exe-
cuted.

Our weather Hannah Winston, “PBSO: Man Escapes on Lawnmower from Intoxi-
cated, Machete-Wielding Man,” Palm Beach Post, March 11, 2015, www
.palmbeachpost.com/news/news/crime-law/pbso-man-escapes-on-lawnmower
-from-intoxicated-mac/nkSYG/; Will Greenlee, “‘Hot" Woman Drives in Only
Undies in Fort Pierce,” Off the Bear with Will Greenlee blog, TCPalm.com, April
8, 2015, http://offthebeat.blogs.tcpalm.com/2015/04/08/hot-woman-drives-with
-no-clothes-on-in-fort-pierce/.

Our shifting landscape A. Hernando, R. Hernando, A. Plastino, and E. Zambrano,
“Memory-Endowed US Cities and Their Demographic Interactions,” Journal of the
Royal Society Interface 12: 20141185, 2015.

Our history Interview with Gary Mormino.

Our people Lizette Alvarez, “Both Hapless and Harebrained, Florida Man Enlivens In-
ternet,” NY7, May 10, 2015, www.nytimes.com/2015/05/11/us/both-hapless-and
-harebrained-florida-man-enlivens-internet.html?smid=fb-share; Joe Daraskevich,
“Man with Machete Arrested in Jacksonville After Argument with Neighbor over
Grass Clippings,” FTU, April 1, 2014, http://jacksonville.com/news/crime/2014
-04-01/story/man-machete-arrested-jacksonville-after-argument-neighbor-over
-grass.

Our big lie George Packer, “The Ponzi State,” New Yorker, Feb. 9, 2009, www.newyorker
.com/magazine/2009/02/09/the-ponzi-state. This story became the basis for large
sections of Packer’s National Book Award—winning 7he Unwinding: An Inner His-
tory of the New America (New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2013).

Our greed Patty Ryan, “Tampa ‘First Lady’ of Tax Refund Fraud Gets 21 Years in
Prison,” 7BT; July 16, 2013, www.tampabay.com/news/courts/criminal/tampa-first
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-lady-of-tax-refund-fraud-gets-21-years-in-prison/2131700; Patty Ryan, “Rashia
Wilson Says She Was No Queen, Just a Woman Struggling with a Past,” 7BT,
March 16, 2015, www.tampabay.com/news/courts/criminal/rashia-wilson-says
-she-was-no-queen-just-a-woman-struggling-with-a-past/2221627; Daphne Du-
ret, “Court Tosses Polo Mogul John Goodman’s Adoption of Gitlfriend,” Palm
Beach Post, March 27, 2013, www.palmbeachpost.com/news/news/crime-law/court
-tosses-polo-mogul-john-goodmans-adoption-of-/nW5qM/.

Our wildlife Ken Amaro, “Orange Park Man Chased by Argentine Tegu Lizard,” First
Coast News, April 20, 2015, www.firstcoastnews.com/story/news/local/orange-park
/2015/04/20/i-dont-want-to-see-anymore-of-them/26091565/; Brian Anderson,
“Bear Enters Estero Home, Eats Easter Candy,” NBC-2.com, April 6, 2015, www
.nbc-2.com/story/28733446/bear-breaks-into-estero-house-cats-easter-candy#
VSPZ6PA80VA; Josh Gore, “Crocodile Attacks Dog; Gets Relocated,” Key West
Citizen, May 15, 2014, http://keysnews.com/node/55468.

Our open records Danny Valentine, “St. Petersburg Police Accuse Woman, 22, of ‘Vam-
pire’ Attack on Man,” 7B7; Sept. 8, 2011, www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety
/crime/st-petersburg-police-accuse-woman-22-of-vampire-attack-on-man
/1190409; Will Greenlee, “Search for Kangaroo, Goat Owner Raps Up,” TC-
Palm.com, Nov. 18, 2004, www.tcpalm.com/news/search-kangaroo-goat-owner
-raps; “Decapitated Sex Toys Prompted Police Probe,” The Smoking Gun, Jan. 2,
2014, www.thesmokinggun.com/documents/sex-toy-probe-675431.

His home was a marvel More on Paul Rudolph at http://curbed.com/archives/2014/12
/11/paul-rudolph-sarasota-modern-walker-guest-house.php. See also Christo-
pher Domin and Joseph King, Paul Rudolph: The Florida Houses (New York:
Princeton Architectural Press, 2002).

In his book Rothchild, Up for Grabs, 22-23.

Peaple come to Florida Aasif Mandvi, No Land’s Man (San Francisco: Chronicle Books,
2014), 50, 71.

What you hear and see Stewart’s rant was in a segment called “Florida Haters” on 7he
Daily Show on Jan. 25, 2015, preceding an interview with an unfazed Sen. Marco
Rubio, http://thedailyshow.cc.com/videos/dic6af/florida-haters.

No matter how many thousands Jeff Klinkenberg, “Clyde Butcher Continues to Capture
Mystique of the Everglades,” SP7, Aug. 7, 2009, www.tampabay.com/features
/humaninterest/clyde-butcher-continues-to-capture-mystique-of-the-everglades
/1025645; Bonnie Holub, “Panacea Marine Lab Celebrates 50 Years,” Tzllahassee
Democrat, May 12, 2014, www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/2014/05/12
/panacea-marine-lab-celebrates-years/8986885/2from=global&sessionKey=
&autologin=; Craig Pittman, “Encyclopedia Brown Author Donald Sobol Dies
in Florida at 87, TB7, July 16, 2012, www.tampabay.com/news/obituaries
lencyclopedia-brown-author-donald-sobol-dies-in-florida-at-87/1240576.
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