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Pastor Mark’s Musings
Martin Luther: “Our faith is a living, busy, active, mighty thing.”
Reflections on “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday of Service (GWOH) 9/11/2022
Our culture often presents to us “things” deemed as life-giving. Here’s the strange thing: we’ve
been so led by our culture to think of sacrifice as a bad thing. We’ve been trained to admire
those who make sacrifices – Olympic athletes, fire-fighters, our men and women serving in the
military… but we have also been induced to think that there’s no reason we should need to
sacrifice in an instant-access and immediate gratification kind of world. And yet we all make
sacrifices!
• Parents to provide their children a good life.
• Innumerable persons while seeking to finish their schooling or to accomplish something in
their career.
• Life choices and freedom to get married and start a family.
• All kinds of discretionary purchases to save for a down payment on a home.
And not only do we make these sacrifices, but often we do so with a sense of joy.
Jesus invites us to the kind of abundant life that is discovered only as you give yourself away as you sacrifice. It is in these acts of generosity, sacrifice, and giving that we receive so much
more. God who raised Jesus from the dead has let it be known in no uncertain terms that
sacrifices made for life and love are caught up in God’s work to redeem this world God loves so
much. That’s the promise of God’s unconditional love. It is a love that frees us to choose life,
which is the way the Gospel always works, creating the very thing it asks for. Giving of
ourselves to others is God’s work in the world through our hands. Love is one thing that only
grows when it is given away.
Updates and meanderings from Pastor Mark •

Thank you to all who contributed to undertaking some mighty work projects after our GWOH’s
service on 9/11. Shawn and Leslie Kelly (who both serve on the Council and Property Committees)
gathered a team to clean out and organize the work room at the end of the hall (peek inside – a big
improvement). A flatbed trailer was filled with “all used up” items to haul away. Also, members of
the Education Committee have been working all summer to organize the Sunday School rooms
upstairs in time for Rally Sunday on 9/18.

•

Randy Pozniak (Certified Public Accountant) delivered a Temple Talk on 9/11 (LINK to the temple talk
starts at 13:40 point in the service). The topic addressed the tremendous potential of how people who
qualify can make the most of Qualified Charitable Distributions (OCDs) while maximizing tax
benefits and directing funds in alignment with donor objectives. His talk gave some clear examples
of how this could work in different contexts. Randy is available if you wish to discuss this or you may
contact the church office for more information. Thank you to the Zion Stewardship Committee and
Randy for providing this information.
Continued on page 3
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Pastor Mark’s Musings Cont’d
•

Sunday School launched on Rally Sunday on September 18. Sunday school will take place each
week following the church service from 10:30 - 11:30 am. There will be coffee, beverages, snacks,
and fellowship for parents to gather following the service. If you would like to sign up there is room
for you – please just show up and we can register you on the spot. We are building our ranks and
teaching teams for teachers, substitutes, assistants, and more. Please contact Katie Winkel at (701)
330-6630 or Nancy Anderson at (701)330-5444 with any questions or to volunteer.

•

Parent/Youth Confirmation start up meeting at the Zion Fellowship Hall on October 5 at 6:00 to
7:30 pm. This is for parents and youth grades 6 through 9 to gather for pizza, a time for
conversation, and Q/A about all things Confirmation. Our plan is to meet every week at 6:00 pm
for a meal followed by faith time. Together we will outline and clarify expectations and reach
agreement on any remaining logistics. I recognize that sports and other school activities present an
ongoing challenge for carving out our shared time for faith formation. We are excited to be on this
journey with our young people as they continue to develop a meaningful faith life. Stay tuned for
more details and don’t hesitate to contact me directly in-person (by appointment), phone, or email
as we work to establish a “new normal” and emerge from the disruption of the past two years of
Covid.

Finally (at least for this newsletter) you will find additional opportunities in this and future newsletters
for people of all ages to grow in faith and service. I will cluster some of them as I conclude my remarks
along with an invitation to contact me with any questions.
•

Presentation of Bibles and First Communion during worship on October 16. Bibles will be
presented to students in grades 3 through 6. If students are interested in taking First Communion,
they should contact me directly or sign-up during Sunday School time. Parents are expected to
participate in this one hour of instruction with their children. Other opportunities for First
Communion will be provided at other times TBD during the year.

•

Release Time starts on Wednesday, October 5 (see page 12).

•

“Walking Together” event in Cloquet, MN on Saturday, October 8. I plan to attend and would
welcome the opportunity to carpool with other members so we can attend several of the 25+
workshops. More information provided in NEMN Synod website: http://www.nemnsynod.org/
walking-together-in-stories-of-ministry.html

Last but not least – the 110 Anniversary Founding Families Celebration is on Sunday, October 23. This
will be really fun - I hope to see you there!!
In Christ, Pastor Mark

3

OCD’s

Continued on page 5
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OCD’s Cont’d
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Council Minutes From September
Tuesday September 6, 2022
Zion Church Council meeting at 7 pm
AGENDA: From August with additional add-ons
Devotions: Carol, on Contemplative prayer and listening for the "still small voice" of God.
Minutes from the June meeting have been approved and posted in the newsletter. There
was no July meeting.

August meeting: Pr. Mark, Carol S. Len Peterson, & June not enough for a quorum. Talked
and adjourned No notes were taken.
President’s Report:
****Danny Battalion proposal about generating additional income was received and will be
revisited at the October meeting after we get more details.
** Family Request for live streaming for a funeral; we will suggest donation of $100. Will
go into a general or operating fund. It could simply be noted as a fee, if approved. If
approved it will be effective immediately. Moved by Patti, seconded by
Marva, carried.

Pitney Bowes postage machine - savings would be significant once our lease is up. Bulk
mailing only costs .20/piece for the newsletters and we send out 250 - $50 vs. the over
$100 is a big savings. Decision to continue with monthly newsletters. Moved by Marva,
seconded by Len not to renew the lease. Carried.
ODC: the council is looking for ways to save funds, Shawn will look into an alternative for
cleaning the church.
Finances: Pam provided a financial report that will be in the newsletter. Discussion about a
Finance Committee comprised of Len, Doug, Leslie, Randy and Pam will go forward.

Treasurer’s Report: Doug was absent.
Pastor’s Report:
Sunday School and collaboration with First Lutheran discussed. The Education Committee
had met earlier with Betty Jeanne and had already agreed to do Release Time together but
that we had logistics/timing to still iron out and where to hold it.
Continued on page 7
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Council Minutes Continued
Many funerals in July and August. Confirmation service tasks are planned. VBS was very
successful and we had 29 kids from both churches and some unchurched.
Rally Sunday is planned and the giving of Bibles to students. Advent planning is coming up.
Confirmation planning still discussed to find what night and time is best; Wednesday from 6-7
pm is one option if approved by parents.
Pastor Mark will take a week in November for hunting.
New Business: Proposals for discussion from Leslie Kelly:
Volunteer vs. Employee - we have only 3 paid employees and it appears we need more
volunteers for tasks like shoveling and cleaning after events like VBS.
Who owns our building - Len read from the constitution to clarify the issue.
Letter of Call—Definitions - were discussed and the limits, expectations and review included.
Church Wealth VS. Strategic Plan- we need to look at Church wealth and a strategic plan.
Celebration - We are planning to honor our Founding Families at a celebration Oct. 23rd for
our 110th Anniversary. Donna Barg is in charge of the planning, which will include the ZLCW
bazaar, a bake sale, and a white elephant sale. Volunteers are needed for this exciting event.
There were no committee reports.
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm with the Lord's Prayer.
Next meeting is Oct. 4th.
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Scripture Readings For October
October 2
A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in
the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has
miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity,
and endurance required for the life of faith are
the blessings received in holy baptism, holy
communion, and the word read and
proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them.
Receive them with thanksgiving.

October 23
Genuine repentance and pretentious piety
stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all
around us. All creation stands in need of God’s
forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s people shall
be accounted righteous for Jesus’ sake. Our
God is merciful to sinners. For this we worship
and glorify God forever.

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
Psalm 37:1-9
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10

Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
Sirach 35:12-17
Psalm 84:1-7
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14

October 9
It’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of
holy baptism have healed us. The body and
blood of Jesus in holy communion have made
us clean. We have died with Christ and been
raised with him. For all this we have returned
to offer thanks. From this place we are sent on
our way rejoicing to share the good news.

October 30
“God loves us all, both big and small,” a child’s
verse declares. The sins of the world are
covered. We are able to stand tall before God
our righteous judge because in the person of
Jesus “salvation has come to this house”—to
our house today. In Christ Jesus God seeks us
out to save us.

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c
Psalm 111
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19

Isaiah 1:10-18
Psalm 32:1-7
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
Luke 19:1-10

October 16
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s
encouragement in the gospel today. Wrestle
with the word. Remember your baptism again
and again. Come regularly to Christ’s table.
Persistence in our every encounter with the
divine will be blessed.
Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 121
2 Timothy 3:14--4:5
Luke 18:1-8
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Ways To Give Back
Simply Giving
Simply Giving is way to online financially
support the church through direct
deposit.
Radio Broadcasts
Radio sponsorships are available for the
Sunday morning worship service and the
cost is $90. Please contact the church if
you can help.
Newsletter
We are seeking content for the newsletter.
Please send your items by the due date in
the calendar to:
newsletter.zionlutheran@gmail.com
Flowers for the Chancel Area
Flower sponsorships are available for the
Sunday morning worship service. Contact
the florist of your choice to order, then
make arrangements to bring or have them
delivered. Please let us know in advance
so that we can acknowledge the gift in
Sunday’s bulletin.

Sundays
The church is in needs of ushers, readers
at service, being a communion steward,
assisting with live-streaming, and
assisting with leading Sunday worship
services. Please let us know if you can
help.
Community Cafe Volunteers
The Community Cafe is once again asking
for volunteers (please see our calendar
for times listed). If you are able to
volunteer one or more evenings a month,
please call the church office at (218) 2839865. If you are in need of Community
Cafe meals, call (218) 285-7225 p.m. on
Cafe day. Meals can be picked up between
5 and 6 pm Tuesdays and Thursdays from
the kitchen window.
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October Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
9:30 am
Worship
Service
7 pm
Worship
Service

9
9:30 am
Worship
Service
7 pm
Worship

3
9:00 am
Counters

4
1:30 pm ODC

1:30 pm
Bible Study

1:30 pm Al-Anon 6:00 pm
All Family’s
7 pm AA
Confirmation
Orientation
7:00 pm Church
Council

10
9 am
Counters
9—3
Piecemakers

5
2:45—4:00 pm
Release Time

11
12
9—3 Piecemakers 2:45—4:00 pm
Release Time
1:30 pm ODC
4:00 pm
1:30 pm Al-Anon Social Concerns/
Stewardship
7 pm AA
Committee

6
3:15 pm
Stewardship
Meeting

7

8
Walking
Together Event

13
6:30 pm
Al-Anon

14

15

20
6:30 pm
Al-Anon

21

22

28

29

5:00 Elk’s
Fundraiser
6:30 pm
Al-Anon

6:00 pm
Confirmation
16
9:30 am
Worship
Service
Bible Sunday

17
9 am
Counters

18
9-3 Piecemakers

19
2:45—4:00 pm
Release Time

1:30 pm ODC
9-3
Piecemakers

7 pm
Worship
Service

6:00 pm
1:30 pm Al-Anon Confirmation

4—7 pm
Community
Cafe

4 - 7 pm
Community Café
7 pm AA

23
9:30 am
Worship
Service
110th
Anniversary
Bake/Craft
Sale

24
9 am
Counters

7 pm
Worship
Service
30
9:30 am
Worship
Service/
Confirmation
Sunday
7 pm
Worship
Service
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31
9:00 am
Counters
Halloween

25
26
1:30 pm Al-Anon 2:45—4:00 pm
Release Time
7 pm AA
6:00 pm
Confirmation

27
6:30 pm
Al-Anon

Recipe Corner
Cashew Beef Stir Fry
2 T of cornstarch
2 cups cold water
2 T soy sauce, divided
1 bunch chopped broccoli
3 medium carrots, refined
2 T Canola oil, divided
1 pound boneless beef sirloin steak, cut into
thin strips
3 minced garlic cloves
1/2 tsp pepper
2 medium green peppers, cut into thin strips
2 medium red peppers, cut into thin strips
2 medium onions, halved and sliced
1 yellow summer squash, sliced
1.5 cups salted cashews
Hot cooked rice
Combine first 3 ingredients, set aside. In a large skillet/wok stir-fry broccoli and carrots in 1 t.
of oil until vegetables begin to soften. Add the beef, garlic, peppers, and remaining soy sauce
and stir fry until the meat is no longer pink. Remove and keep warm. In the same pan fry the
peppers, onion and squash in remaining oil. Return beef to the pan, stir in cornstarch mixture.
Bring to a boil, cook for 2 minuets or until thickened. Stir in cashews and serve over rice.
Slow Cooked Stuffed Apples
Wash and core 6 large tart apples and peel the top 1/3 off of each.
Brush with 2 tsp of lemon juice.
Place in a 6 quart slow cooker.
Combine 1/3 chopped pecans, 1/4 cup
dried apricots, 1/4 cup brown sugar, 3 T
melted butter, 3/4 tsp cinnamon, and 1/4
tsp nutmeg.
Place a heaping tsp onto each apple.
Pour 2 cups of water around the apples.
Cover and cook on low for 3 to 4 hours
or until tender. Serve with Carmel topping
if desired.
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Letter to Parents
Dear Parents
First Lutheran and Zion Lutheran will be offering Religion instruction this
fall for youths in grades 2 through 5.
Where: Zion Lutheran Church
Transportation: Take bus #12, round #1 to Zion
Time: Wednesdays after school until 4:00 pm

Dates: October 5 through December 14
The students will have a snack, enjoy lessons, games and fellowship.
Your child may be registered at either Zion (218) 283-9865 or First (218)
283-2208 ahead of time. You may also simply send your child the first day.
Forms will be sent home with your child.

At registration, please let us know if your child has food allergies.
Questions: Call Marva at (218) 417-0960 or BettyJeanne at (218) 324-2757.

Vacation Bible School
(VBS) 2022
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Noteworthy News/Things To Do
Zion Lutheran Council Women's News and Notes
October 2022
In our two part bible study for this month, under the heading: Jesus and Nature, we will be
looking at John 15:5 and Mathew 13:8. These verses cover trees and soil. Join us on Monday,
October 3 at 1:30 pm as we study and see how these signs of nature impact our lives! Our
hostess will be Donna Barg.
Piecemaker Gatherings
Mark October 10, 11, 17, 18 on your calendar as we gather to assemble quilts for Lutheran
World Relief and local needs. Even if you don’t sew, there are many other tasks to assist with.
Times are 9 am to 3 pm but come for as long as you can. Bring a bag lunch as we hope to see
you there.
Harvest Bazaar and Bake Sale
Because of Covid-19 and various other reasons we have not held what was our Annual Harvest
Bazaar and Bake Sale since 2019. This year, we will be having this event but in conjunction
with our Church’s 110th Anniversary celebration. Mark Sunday, October 23 on your calendar.
The ZLC women will have tables with baked goods, crafts, treasures, notecards, and cookbooks
for sale along with a Scandinavian Meatball dinner.
Help will be needed for setting up these tables and also with the dinner. A sign-up sheet will be
forthcoming, or call Donna, at (218) 283-2401 if you are able to assist.
Looking for More Information
Would you like to know more about Zion Lutheran Church? Perhaps you are interested in
becoming a member. Would you or someone you know appreciate a home or hospital visit?
Please contact Pastor Mark with your curiosity or any other pastoral needs (651) 247-9155.

Covid Updates
The Zion Lutheran Church Council (ZLC) has approved the new Center for Disease Control
(CDC) and Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) guidelines regarding Covid-19 prevention
when you enter our building or participate in any church activities.
CDC Guidance - current status (at the time of print) for Koochiching County is low.
Those participating in worship or other church activities are to use their own judgement based
on their personal risk level and risk tolerance.
People may choose to wear a mask at any time. People who are not feeling well should take
advantage of online worship.
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Zion’s Financial Health Report
Financial Report as of August 31, 2022
Projected 2022 Budget
Actual Budget Expenses:
This Month
Year to Date
Account Balances:
General Checking
Dedicated Checking
Backus Community Café
Bell Tower
Building Improvement
Building Special Projects
Easter Lillies
ELCA World Hunger
Evangelism
Interest/Dividends
Misc. Projects
Music-Chimes
Music-Choir
Music-Piano/Organ
Music-Strings
Paraments
Radio Broadcast
Recycled Cans
Roy Janssen
Special Missions
Technology Fund
Youth Education
Youth Camperships
Youth-Jesus $
Youth Scholarships
Mission Support
ELCA Budget $1,600.00
VLM Budget $800.00
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$193,050.00 Year = $16,087.50 Month
$13,847.85
$121,300.45
$2,430.74
$38,150.38
$105.42
$5,547.52
$9,226.65
$391.00
$293.22
$138.07
$880.52
$84.64
$73.20
$1,906.71
$2,430.57
$10.00
$901.19
$855.03
$2,479.00
$1,567.33
$100.00
$486.82
$2,770.41
$2,515.19
$3,905.69
$1,462.20
$20.00
$800.00 paid
$400.00 paid

Support Community
Mark your Calendars for Sunday, October 23—Founding Families – 110 year
Celebration
In 1912, Zion Lutheran Church was formally established with thirty one charter members. In
the 110 years since, so many lives have been and continue to be touched at Zion. For this we
say, "Thanks be to God!” This amazing milestone will be marked by a special worship service
at Zion, followed by an anniversary celebration meal. We invite you to attend and share in
the events of this special day—special music, history displays, bake sale, white elephant sale
and an anniversary meal and fellowship.
Zion Lutheran Church
October 23
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. History Displays. Bake Sale. White Elephant Sale. Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Celebratory Meal
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Zion Founding Families
Andrew Aasen Family
John Aasen Family
John Amundson
Even Bersaas
Carl Boe Family
Albert Eggen
Matthias Eide
K.A. Gisti
Charles Gilbertson
Henry Hanson Family
Ingvold Haugland Family
John Herrems Family
Magnus Hestvens Family
Chris Johnson Family
Edward Johnson Family
Einar Johnson Family
Ted Johnson Family

Carl Knudson Family
T. Langland Family
Swan Lindgren
Nels Moxness Family
Henry Nelson Family
L.A. Ogaard Family
Harry Olson
Olaf Skinvik Family
Ed Staurseth Family
Nels Stavig
Gust Stavseth Family
John Stormo Family
Lars Stubee Family
Rev. J.M. Systad
Oliver Ulrich Family

Food For Thought— If God should go on strike
How good is it that God above, has never gone on strike, because he was not treated fair, in
things he didn’t like.
If only once he’d given up and said “that’s it”, I’m through, I’ve had enough of those on Earth,
so this is what I’ll do.
I’ll give my orders to the sun—cut off the heat supply, and to the moon—give no more light, and
run the oceans dry.
And just to make things really tough and put the pressure on, turn off the vital oxygen til every
breath is gone.
You know he would be justified, if fairness was the game, for no one has been more abused or
met with more disdain.
Than God, and yet he carries on, supplying you and me, with all the favors of his grace, and
everything for free.
Men say they want a better deal, and so on strike they go, but what a deal we’ve given to God,
whom all things we owe.
We don’t care whom we hurt, to get the things we like, but what a mess we’d all be in, if God
should go on strike. Anonymous.
14

Contact Us
pastormarkzion@gmail.com
Pastor Mark
(651) 247 - 9155
newsletter.zionlutheran@gmail.com
For information or requests
regarding the monthly newsletter
joe.zionlutheran@gmail.com
For worship and music,
Sunday bulletin information,
announcements, etc.
bookkeeper.zionlutheran@gmail.com
For questions or concerns regarding church bookkeeping or accounts payable concerns
contributions.zionlutheran@gmail.com
For Simply Giving inquiries, questions about a contribution or giving statement, etc.
membership.zionlutheran@gmail.com
For member info changes address,
phone number, forwarding address, etc.
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Return Service Requested

Who’s Who
Newsletter Mailings!
Have You Moved?
Please let us know If you
have an address change —
temporary or permanent.

Electronic Version?
Please let us know as this
helps reduce the cost and
time for mailings.

Pastor
Music Director
Chimes
Mark Peters
Joe Belanger
Barg
pastormarkzion@gmail.com
(651) 247-9155 (cell)
Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday
9:00 am to 12:00 pm, or by appointment
Contributors to June newsletter:
All are welcome to contribute, the deadline is in the
calendar. Thank you to this month’s contributors:
Pastor Mark
Donna Barg
Pam Peterson
Garner Wiley
Randy Pozniack
Marva Fairchild

Zion
Donna

