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The proposed Dodge County Com-
prehensive Plan for the next decade
is drawing sharp criticism from an
organization that has been battling
the county’s growing feedlot indus-
try over the past six years.

In reviewing the proposed draft
plan for the county’s Comprehen-
sive Plan, Sonja Trom Eayrs, who
represents Dodge County Concerned
Citizens, accuses county officials,
both elected and appointed, of doing

" nothing to address serious health
concerns tied to factory farms in the
county. She said the county acknowl-
edges many of the problems in the
Comprehensive Plan, but is “doing
nothing to correct the problems.”

However, Mark Gamm of Dodge
County Environmental Services,
disagrees with Trom Eayrs’ assess-
ment of what the county is doing.

Some of the problems outlined
in the plan include dangerous air
emissions, irresponsible use of
ground water resources and overall
water quality. But, Trom Eayrs finds
nothing in the proposed comp plan
that will stop the growth of those
problems.

“People need to wake up and see
what is occurring in their own back
yard,” Trom Eayrs said.

The county held a public informa-
tion meeting on the proposed comp
plan on Feb. 20. Since that time,
Trom Eayrs has shared substantial
documents and comments with the
county regarding the comp plan. She
pointed out that the county has had
several months to consider the com-
ments from DCCC, but she claims
the county has not made any effort
to address the serious concerns.

Specifically, Trom Eayrs is con-
cerned about the 53-acre minimum.
The county has a density limit on
dwellings constructed on less than
53 acres in the agricultural district.
Yet, she points out, the county al-
lows for the construction of factory
farms on “postage-stamp parcels”

of just five acres. “This is idiotic,”

Trom Eayrs says. “Many citizens

in Dodge County are third, fourth
and fifth generation families and, by
birthright, should have the right to
live in rural areas that their ances-
tors settled.”

In regards to factory farms, the
draft report acknowledges that both
farm owners and non-farm owners
have expressed concerns about the
number of animal feedlots in their
neighborhood and related impacts on
water quality and air quality. “While
the draft report acknowledges that
there is a problem with factory
farms, county leadership does not
make a concerted effort to change di-
rection in order to solve this serious
problem,” Trom Eayrs said.
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With land use and water quality

problems, Trom Eayrs said the coun-

ty acknowledges the problem, but
“there is no effort by the county to
address high nitrates in the Compre-
hensive Plan.” She added there is no
effort by the county to address ma-
nure management or air emissions
from area factory farms.

“Dodge County continues to
ignore the environmental degrada-
tion of Minnesota waters and public
health consequences due to the size -
and concentration of factory farms,”
Trom Eayrs said. “When will Dodge
County officials put the citizens of
this county first, not pigs?”

Trom Eayrs accuses county
officials of giving the agricultural
industry “preference over our own
citizens.” She said she feels county
leaders have been “irresponsible as
far as permitting factory farms” in
the county. “I think they are duck-

ing their responsibility,” she said.
“The fox is in charge in Dodge Coun-
ty, and the fox is determined to stay
in charge in Dodge County. We're
determined to call them out.”

But, Gamm says the county has
taken some proactive steps in deal-
ing with concerns raised by DCCC.
He said the draft plan includes a
number of implement actions. Some
of them include: review of options for
increasing rural housing opportuni-
ties while protecting prime agricul-
tural land and consideration of new
Groundwater Protection Overlay
Zoning District with a purpose to
further protect vulnerable drink-
ing water supplies from pollutants.
Gamm also points out the county is
working with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture to implement its
Nitrogen Management Plan to pro-
tect surface water and groundwater.

The Comprehensive Plan is an
in-depth analysis of countywide
goals and aspirations. The plan
defines future policy and action for
a wide variety of issues including
land use, housing, economic devel-
opment, transportation, broadband
technology, natural resources and
environment, recreation and history
and culture. The plan, which was
last revised in 2001, enables the
county to adopt and enforce land use
controls including zoning.

The county received more than 827
written comments from landowners
and other interested parties, includ-
ing DCCC, according to Mark Gamm
of Dodge County Environmental
Services. He points out that every-
one has an additional opportunity
to comment on the draft plan at the
upcoming public hearing.

The Dodge County Planning
Commission will meet Wednesday,
Aug. 7 at7p.m. in the south wing
of the Government Services Build-
ing in Mantorville for the purpose
of adopting amendments to the
Comp Plan. Public comment will be
received during the public hearing
portion of the meeting. When the
public hearing is closed, the Com-
mission will act on the requests.




Letters: A cougar is no surprise in factory
farm country | Twin Cities Pioneer Press

By Letter Writers | letters@pioneerpress.com |
June 14, 2019 at 5:08 am
Sign up for Newsletters and Alerts

It’s no surprise that a cougar was spotted recently near Dodge Center in Dodge County,
Minnesota. This isn’t the first time that a cougar has been sighted in the area; one was observed a
few months ago near our family farm in Westfield Township.

Our farm is surrounded by 11 swine factory farms in a three-mile radius. Dead animals from area
factory farms are left to rot in open composting sheds, rather than using a rendering service. Area
corporate factory farms are havens for predators such as cougars that are searching for an easy
meal, placing rural communities, children and pets at risk.

When will local citizens understand the dangers associated with corporate factory farms and
challenge the foolishness of public officials who approve these facilities?

Brad Trom, Blooming Prairie
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Phone Down.
Save Lives.

HANDS-FREE MINNESOTA

f— \
Can | use my phone? /fé | "\
Yes L ¢ 4 |
* Hands-free. ‘w‘;\q. — 5 .,J,v,’f
Can | text hands-free? N S
Yes. P )

* In a hands-free or voice-activated mode only.

Can | video chat, FaceTime, watch YouTube,
or play a game?
No. It is illegal to:
* Compose or read text message or email.
Video call.
¢ Video live stream.
* Snapchat.
* Game.
» Look at stored photos or videos.

L]

Can I use my phone as a GPS?

> Yes, in a hands-free or voice-activated
mode only.

* Don't be typing an address while driving.
* Hands-free means you can't hold it.

¢ If you need to see your GPS map,
mount it to your dashboard. =

2%,

Can | listen to music or podcasts on
my phone?
Yes, in a hands-free or voice-activated mode.

Absolutely no scrolling through playlists
or channels.

How can | make my phone hands-free

compatible?

» You can use a single earphone that has a
microphone.

» Pair your phone to your current Bluetooth system.

* Use an auxiliary cable to connect to your phone’s
earphone jack to the vehicle's car AUX jack.

» If the vehicle has a cassette player, purchase an
adapter that fits into the cassette player.

» Purchase a holder that clips to the dash, vent
or cup holder to make phone use hands-free.

» Use one earbud (two is illegal).

What if there is an emergency - can | use
my phone?
Yes.

» ONLY to obtain emergency assistance, if
there is an immediate threat to life and safety.

* You can use the phone in either a hand-held
or hands-free mode to get help.

Live
SAFE

MiNNESOTA SAFETY COUNCIL
@Cha[ﬂﬂl of the National Safety Council

e g e Oy e 1
minnesotasaretycouncii.o

rg/traffic/handsfree




Mower County Free Fair
~ August 6-11, 2019

700 12th St SW, Austin ° www.mowercountyfair.com
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 7:30 am-10:00 pm; Sunday 7:30 am-5:30 pm
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Schedule of events is current as of July 11, 2019 and subject to change.

This publication is brought to you by the

Mower County Shopper

3405 West Oakland Avenue, Austin, Minnesota | 437-7731
www.mowercountyshopper.com

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of all information contained in this guide.
We apologize for any incorrect information that was inadvertently published.

www.MowerCountyShopper.com 507.437.7731
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