Last week, 


as we looked at the Magi, 



we saw humanity under God's grace.  


As we looked at Gentiles and pagans 



who responded to God's word 



and met Jesus Christ. 

 This week, 


we look at Herod in this snapshot of life 



and see humanity under original sin.  

To be clear, 


Original Sin is not the time when Adam and Eve sinned, 



it is how they sinned.  

The original sin, 


the root of all sin, 


the deep sin,



is ignoring God.  

Anytime we sin, 


it is because we are ignoring God


and his will for us.  

This is what Adam and Eve did 


when they ate the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  



They also could have done it by not being fruitful and multiplying 



like God commanded them to do.  

But they were convinced they knew better than God, 


they thought they could become like God by eating the fruit.

Herod is an example of this original sin in action.  


He is a snapshot of us on a constant basis.  

We will function under God's grace for awhile, 


then we decide that things are back under control 


and we can take back control of our lives.  

Most of the time, 


we tend to live our lives as if we were in a driver's ed equipped car.  

We have control of everything, 


when we definitely should not!

We will listen to the instructor in the passenger seat for tips 


and corrections at times, 



because he is judging us.  

And we can push the limits, 


because we know that the instructor will step on the brakes 



if we get too out of control.  

But scripture tells us that God is to be in the drivers seat 


and we in the passenger seat, 

talking with God about where we might go, 


but letting God ultimately decide.  

And we have no chicken brake 


or override 

if we don't like where God is taking us.

Now Matthew demonstrates our human attitude 


in how he names Herod.  

To start with, 


it is King Herod.  

But once Jesus is acknowledged, 


from verse 7 on, 



it is just Herod for the rest of the gospel of Matthew.  

For once Jesus is born, 


Herod is no longer the King of the Jews.  



He is just a stand in 




pretending to be the King of the Jews, 



but God has put someone else on the throne.  




That is why we call Jesus our Lord.  

Now at times, 


we want to place ourselves back on that throne 



and make King Jesus, 



just Jesus.  

But whenever we do, 


we again sin in the most basic and original way.  



By thinking that we alone are God.

To further the thought of our basic tendency, 


as we look at the story, 

we see that Herod is given the gospel as well.  


He is given God's word.  

He was not lacking it.  


God gave Herod the same thing that he gave the Magi.  


The same exact words.  



Herod even knows the words before the Magi.  




He could have beat them there if he wanted.  



But he doesn't.  

Instead, 


he demonstrates the outcome of original sin running rampant without grace.  

Sin breeds destruction 


as the epistle of James tells us that 



after evil desires have “conceived, 



it gives birth to sin; 



and sin, 




when it is full-grown, 





gives birth to death.”  

Some of what is born is out of laziness.  


It is a short journey, 


an afternoon trip to go to Bethlehem from Jerusalem.  



But Herod can not be bothered.  




“Come back and tell me where he is at, 




so that I may go and worship him as well” 





is what he says. 




Between the lines are the words, 





“I can't be bothered to go and look.”

Another part of what is being born 


is jealousy and self-preservation.  

Herod was a man known for being paranoid.  

So much so, 


that three of his sons had already died at his hands.  

Caesar Augustus had said, 


“It is safer to be Herod's pig, 



than to be his son.”  


In Greek, 



there is even a fun word play on Hus for pig 



and Huios for son.  

These are in addition to the whole court of the Sanhedrin 


that he killed upon taking the throne, 


then later 300 court officers, 


his wife Marianne and her mother Alexandra, 

and to finish, 


at his death he called for the killing of 100 of the most notable men in Jerusalem, 



so that someone would be weeping when he died.  

This is clearly a man who wants to be king 


and is not going to let anyone else get in the way.  

So as we hear Matthew declare that Herod was frightened, 


disturbed, 


or troubled, 

and all Jerusalem with him, 


we should understand that the feelings of Herod 


and all the rest of Jerusalem with him are for two different reasons.  

At this point in Herod's career, 


if he felt threatened, 


the people felt threatened, 



but not by the threat to Herod, 



but by Herod's threat to them.  

An unstable man 


with the means to wipe out hundreds or thousands, 


with no personal repercussions should be feared.  

Like all dictators, 


if you keep the people on their toes as to what you will do next, 



you keep them under your power.  

Once you are predictable, 


they can weigh the costs 


and decide if it is worth the risk.  

But as it is, 


here comes news to Herod from these three Magi 



that someone has been born 



that will remove him from the throne, 


only trouble for the people can follow.  

And it does.  


All boys under the age of two are wiped out.

Now, before we get too far down the road of 


Herod is just another awful dictator, 

we need to remember, 


Herod is just an example of you and I without grace.  

Those off hand comments that belittle others 


in the attempt to build ourselves up, 

are us trying to preserve our worth 


and remove those who threaten us.  

Those thoughts we tell ourselves 


that run counter to the idea that we are created in God's image, 


as God's very good creation 



are efforts to remove the high calling of children of God from our lives.  

For they threaten us as well.  


For if we were to believe the full truth, 



we would have to change our habits and lifestyle.  

Our desire for self preservation 


has inhibited God's work time and time again.

On this new year, 


where we spent last night reflecting 


and making resolutions to change, 

we need to realize the greatest force keeping that change from happening, 


is ironically, 



self preservation.  

It is ironic, 


because most of our resolutions that we are contemplating, 



are for a better life and lifestyle.  




Eating better, 




exercising more, 




kinder words, 




better relationships.  



All of these would make what we have better, 




but they are a threat to the life we are living right now.  

And so, 


we do exactly what Herod did, 



we find ways to eliminate threats from our current way of life.  

I understand this desire to remain the same.  

But I also know of all the grace filled things of my life that would not exist in it 


if I refused to let God be God 


and break me out of my routines.  



Eva and Lisa are two of the big ones.

We are ever on the cusp of another night of 


the crying of Ramah 


and weeping of Rachel.  

It has not disappeared on the worldwide level with two world wars, 


and 6 major genocides in the last century.  

Leopold, 


King of the Belgians killed half of the 20 million people in the Congo, 

the Armenians and Sudanese lost close to half of their population as well.  

Lebanon lost 17,500 people in 6 weeks in 1982.  


Then there are the Tutsi, 


Cambodians, 


Kurds, 


Croats, 


Muslims, 


and Serbs.  

In the couple of years, 


we have seen people closing their doors to the plight in Syria.

All these groups were killed 


because they were a felt threat to those trying to retain power.  

This has been done with us watching.  

We have attacked other things with a similar ferocity, 


because it has threatened our power.  

Even the word of God comes under attack, 


because it threatens our freedom.  

Scripture doesn't really mean that!  

That was for the Jews in their time!  

We have progressed as a society!  

You are living in the dark ages!  


When we find ourselves saying 


or hearing these things, 



we must ask ourselves, 




“what am I holding onto 




and who's power is it supporting?”  

If it is supporting God's Kingdom, 


by all means hold onto it.  

If it supporting your Kingdom, 


it might be time to reevaluate whether or not 



it is time to follow Matthews lead 




and remove the King or Queen from your name 




and just become Son or Daughter.  

King Ryan has a great ring to it, 


but it is a dangerous ring, 

because it means that there is not room for King Jesus anymore.  


I have tried to usurp him from the throne.

Which would be fine, 


if it actually worked.  

But if history tells us anything, 


it tells us that it does not work.  

Eventually, 


all people die, 


no matter how many people had to die in order for them to live.  

My prayer is that we would just die to ourselves, 


so that we could live.  

This is a much better option than what Herod did.  


He had to physically die, 



so that the people could be safer once again.  

If we choose to hold onto our thinking that we know best 


instead of God, 

if we continue to live rooted in this original sin, 


that may be the only way forward for us.  

But I pray that we let grace reign supreme like the Magi did, 

instead of Sin like Herod did.  

For one found the family of God, 

the other threatened the family of God.
