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Park Safety in SLC

• There are approximately 100 
parks of varying sizes within 
City limits. 

• These parks account for 
approximately 735 acres of 
land. 

• SLCPD Park Bike Squad formed 
in 2019. 



• The Park Bike Squad is committed to 
proactive, community-based policing.

• Our parks face a wide range of issues 
including drug use, illegal camping, and 
rare occurrences of violent behavior. 

• Keeping the parks clear of criminal 
activity and illegal camps from takeover 
requires a constant presence.
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Park Safety in SLC | Park Bike Squad
Day-in-time snapshot of Park Bike Squad
• August 26, 2021

• Parks patrolled: Popperton, Fairmont, Liberty, Sugarhouse, Wasatch 
Hollow Natural Area, Sunnyside Park, SLC Cemetery, Lindsey 
Gardens, 11th Ave, Pioneer, and Warms Springs



• The Park squad is unable to give the 
required attention to the Parks 
because majority of their time is 
spent assisting Patrol with the 
extensive backlog for calls for service

• To maintain the level of safety and 
order the SLC Parks deserve, the 
Park Squad will need to spend more 
time actively patrolling the Parks, 
and off the radio.

• Officers work with community 
members to take reports and get 
park updates. 
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Case Example:
Liberty Park Shooting (September 12)

• Sunday afternoon shooting.

• Multiple reports of shots fired in the park 
near the drum circle; no injuries.

• Officers’ fast response and information 
from the community resulted in the suspect 
being arrested & firearm seized.



Case Example: 
On-going Street Crimes Investigation

• Pioneer, Central and the Park 
Bike Squads along with the 
Special Investigations Squad 
conducted a narcotics 
operation at two local parks*.

• Multiple people were arrested.

• 793 grams of meth, 501 grams 
of heroin, 29 grams of spice, 
150 oxycodone pills and 
$5,319.00 in cash were seized.

• Investigation is ongoing.
*Photo and park name redacted because of the ongoing investigation. 



Focus Area Patrols Around Parks
• On Monday, two officers working a Park 

shift at Tauffer Park recognized a 
suspicious vehicle

• Attempted a traffic stop but vehicle fled

• Suspect driver crashed into three vehicles

• Suspect arrested, booked on new charges 
and several felony and misdemeanor 
warrants 

• Focus areas on Downtown Crime 
Mitigation and Community 
Reestablishment includes Tauffer Park 
and Pioneer Park.



Staffing Update





Questions

• Note: All the investigations listed here are on-going and specific 
information cannot be released. 


