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Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday February 22nd at 7:00pm at the shop
of Bob Green. To get to Bob's shop, take 1-440 to Nolensville R d . Head north
towards Nashville, then turn left onto Rosedale Rd., just one block off T-440. Take
the first right onto Canady R d . Bob's shop is about halfway down the block on the
left hand side at 2145 Canady R d . Our program for this meeting will be a
demons tration of miniature turning by Jamie Wilkinson. Jamie has brougjit in quite
a few examples of his miniatures to the "Instant Gallery" in the past. Tueseday
evening, he'll show how he turns these using custom - made tools. Don't forget to
bring examples of your turnings for the "Instant Gallery".
G.A.R.
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January iVfeeting; Well, if our last meeting is
any indication of how this year is going to
progress for the TAW, we'll have our best
year to date. We had over thirty attendees for
this first meeting of 1994. The number of
turnings in the "Instant Gallery" completely
covered the show table. We had examples of
all types of turnings; from miniatures to large
hollow vases and bowls, from perfume bottles
to toy statues.
Several turned pens and
pencils were on display along with wine bottle

stoppers and some custom turning tools.
Great show everyone!!

jewelry. As Russell has shown it is also great
for turning!
The first thing which Russell pointed out was
that these nuts all have different shapes and
the turner must decide on how the nut should
be oriented prior to turning. After deciding
where on the nut to place the base, he sands a
flat on the base using a belt sander. A block
of wood is scre wed onto a face plate and this
block is trued up and a small diameter tenon is
turned on the end where the nut will be
attached. Russell usually turns a very slight
hollow on the end of this tenon so that there
will be a little space for the glue. He uses the
medium viscosity cyanoacryiate glue to hold
the nut on the tenon.

Allen Tack browsing through the gallery!
The highlight of this meeting was a great
demonstration by Russell Toner on turning
hollow vessels from tagua nuts and a suberb
slide show presented by John Jordan. This was
the first demonstration for Russell and he did
an outstanding job. In the future, we'll
probably see quite a few hollow vessels made
from tagua nuts from our other members and
Russell will see just how well he did.
John's slide show was a compilation of work
by various artists who are pushing the art of
woodtuming to new limits. John presented
this show while he was visiting England
recently. The work was inspirational for all
who attended. The diversity of styles, design,
and decoration showed just how wide open
this art form has become.
The design
possibilities are unlimited and hopefully these
examples will inspire us to keep- improving our
own work, both in technique and in design!
Tagua Nut Hollow Turning (by Russell
Toner): Russell gave a great presentation on
how he turns hollow vessels from tagua nuts.
For those of you who have never heard of this,
tagua nuts are the seeds of a South American
palm tree which has been used for years as a
vegetable ivory for buttons, carvings and

Russell has found that, for him, the scraper is
the tool of choice for turning the outside of
the nut. The scraper with a little burr on the
edge produces very nice shavings and leaves a
surface which needs little sanding prior to
finishing. After turning the outside, Russell
sands and polishes the surface before
hollowing out the inside of the nut. For
polishing, he uses a powder which he grinds
up from a bar of Fabuluster. This leaves a
very nice gloss when it is applied with a cloth
and buffed on the lathe followed up with coat
of wax.

Russell Toner shaping a tagua nut vessel!

After the outside is finished, Russell drills out
the center of the nut using a drill bit and a
depth gciuge to keep from going through the
base. To hollow out the inside, he uses a 1/4"
bowl gouge and hook tools which he has
adapted from wax carving tools. These wax
tools he heated up with a torch and bent to
shape with a final hardening step so they'll
hold an edge. Most of the rough hollowing is
done with the gouge with the finish cuts using
the hook tools. These are used predominantly
as scrapers so a very nice finish is achieved.
Russ uses a thickness gauge made from a
heavy copper wire and a bright light to
maintain an even thickness on his pieces.
Since most of these are too small to sand or
polish on the inside, the final stepafter turning
the inside is to remove the piece using a
parting tool and to flatten the bottom with a
sheet of sandpaper attached to a flat surface.

Overnight, he doubled liis sales! When he
found out that other professional turners were
charging ~$34.00 for this type of vessel and
not wanting to undercut their price, he raised
his prices to this level. His sales immediately
increased to the point where he can't keep up
with demand! Go
figure!!
G.A.R.

Melvyn Firmiger Demonstration:
The
TAW will sponsor a day long turning
demonstration by Melvyn Firmiger, a
prominent turner from England. This will take
place on May 28th, at the studio of John
Jordan, starting at 9:00am and running till
4:00pm.
A light lunch will be supplied.
Registration Forms will be mailed to all
members soon.
The cost is $10.00 for
members and $15.00 for non-members and is
on a first come, first served basis. At this time,
there are only a few available slots left, so
don't delay in sending in your Registration
Form!
Melvyn will also be available for "hands- on"
instruction in the week prior to the
demonstration. I f you are interested in
working with this artist, contact John Jordan
for arrangements.

Hollowing the inside of a vessel.
One of the vagaries of the market place is
pricing of craft items. When Russell was
asked by someone in the audience how much
he sells these pieces for, he related how his
pricing progressed from when he first started
producing these. The price which he placed
on these turnings was initially around S8.00 to
$12.00 a piece. He noted that he sold a few at
this price. Since he couldn't make ends meet
with the number of these he was selling, he
decided to raise the price to around $18.00.

1993 Dues: Well it's that time of the year
again!! The 1994 dues for the TAW are now
being graciously accepted by our treasurer,
Jim Haddon. Dues are still $20.00 for the
year! No increase for inflation. No extra
charge for the great facilities at Bob Green's
shop! We don't even ask for a cut on all the
horse trading which goes on at our monthly
meetings! Where else can you get a deal like
this? The deadline is February 15th. After
that, your name will be removed from the
TAW directory and, horror of horrors, you'll
stop getting a copy of this illustrious
newsletter!! Note that you're already late, so
don't forget to pay up at our next meeting!

Eighth Annual Symposium, AAW: The
Eighth
Annual
Symposium,
Turning
Discoveries,
sponsored by the American
Association of Woodturners will take place at
Colorado State University in Fort Collins,
Colorado from June 23-25, 1994. There will
be thirteen demonstrators who will show a
wide diversity of techniques and styles.
Interested parties can contactact the AAW at
the following address:
American Association of Woodturners
667 Harriet Ave.
Shoreview, M N 55126
(612)484-9094
(612)484-1724 Fax

sell or trade, contact Gary Runyon so it can be
placed in our newsletter. I f you just furnish the
information, we will write it up for you!
Classified:
Log/lumber sealer, H.S.S. tool blanks, nonloading stearaie sandpaper: Contact Jamie
Wilkinson, Woodturners Supply', P.O.Box
237. Hendersonville, T N 37077-37, (615)8248331.
Wanted: Box elder: Floyd Harmon is looking
for a source for curly and/or red colored green
box elder pieces/logs for turning. Anyone
who might be able to supply him with some
turning stock please contact him at: 8 Connie
Dr.; Shalimar, F L 32579.
Manzanita Burl: Todd Bowen has some of
this great wood available at $10.00/pc. Fle'll
bring some to this next meeting. I f you're
interested, call him at 646-7867.

FOR
ADDS, QUESTIONS, O R T O
SUBMIT A R T I C L E S / P H O T O ' S SEND
TO:
G A R Y RUNYON
1051 R I V E R RD.
M U R F R E E S B O R O , T N 37129
(615)641-4424 or 895-1657
Tcvtured and ehoiiized nia[)le howl hv

John Jordan - demonstrator for the
Eiehth Annual Symposium!

TAW Mailing List: As always, i f you failed
to get a monthly Newsletter or you notice an
error on the mailing label, please drop Jim
Haddon or Gary Runyon a postcard with the
necessary corrections.
G.A.R.
Free Services: One of the services which the
TAW offers is free classified adds for our
members. I f you have something you wish to

Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a
not for profit organization formed to promote
and encourage the art of woodtuming and in
doing so,, promote and encourage the craft
of woodtuming in general. Membership is
open to any individual and includes a
subscription to the monthly newsletter.
Address inquiries to TAW, 5428 San Marcus
Dr., Na.diville, TN 37220. Meetings are held
monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each month
at 7:00pm. Meeting locations are listed each
month in the monthly Newsletter. Annual dues
are $20.00.

