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Inter-Religious Council of Linn County 
 

Our mission:  to provide means for people of all faiths to 

promote understanding and respect –  and to work with 

the community for the spiritual, moral, social, and civic 

welfare of Linn County. 
 

Our vision:  to provide inspiration and programming in or-

der to foster a caring community in which honesty, re-

spect, and responsibility are celebrated. 

Inter-Religious Council of  Linn County 

601 Second Avenue SE, Suite 5 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

www.irclc.org 

  

Thanksgiving  Service  2015 

Monday, November 23 

7:15 pm 

“Gratitude  &  Hope  in  Violent  Times” 

Guest Speaker:  Dr. Carlos Grant,  

principal of Metro High School 

 

 

 

 

Location:  Islamic  Center  of  Cedar  Rapids 

2999  1st  Ave   SW 

VOICES IN THE VIOLENCE 
 

Violence is in the media daily.  Reports make our heads spin and our hearts heavy.  

What of the many children and adults who die in the continuing violence?  Minds 

and bodies suffer daily from poverty, hunger, untreated illness, bullying, racism, 

war, and other forms of power. 
 

What can be done?  After the October 1st mass shooting at Umpqua Community 

College in Oregon, President Obama stated, “Somehow this has become routine.  

Have we truly become numb to this?”  October has continued with voices of pain. 
 

Real change can only happen when we activate our communities.  Throughout 

2015, the IRCLC has devoted time in our meetings to discuss what we can do to call 

faith communities to action.  We published a resolution (see next page), held a 

community walk and vigil with various speakers, including victims of gun violence 

and the Cedar Rapids Chief of Police, and will soon air a TV program on gun vio-

lence (Nov. 8, 11:00 am, KCRG-Channel 9, Ethical Perspectives on the News). 
 

There are many quotes and reflections on nonviolence.  We considered printing a 

few here; but alas, the problem of space.  Here is one that is straight to the point. 
 

“We cannot have peace if we are only concerned with peace.”  

A. J. Muste 



 

Airs on Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m. on KCRG-TV, Channel 9 

Sponsored by The Inter-Religious Council of Linn County.  
 

Features a panel of local experts who explore ethical considerations on current issues. 

Broadcasts are also available on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/user/IRCofLC. 
 

Oct. 18  Wealth Disparity Nov. 15  The Ethics of the Selection Process at the Univ. of Iowa 

Oct. 25  No Labels: Principles vs. Compromise Nov. 22  The Right to Die 

Nov. 1   The Safety and Risk of Children Nov. 29  On Line Education 

Nov. 8   Cedar Rapids Gun Violence Dec. 6     Pharmaceutical Pricing 

BETWEEN  THE  TRADITIONS  ð SPECIAL  AUTUMN  EVENT  

Sunday, November 8  ð  2:00 to 4:00 pm  
Location:  Coe College, Keslar Auditorium in Hickok Hall  

Presenter:   Brian Daugherty, Past President, IRCLC  
 

Topic:  òTHE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS?  THE MESSIAH?  WHO DIED ON THE CROSS AND WHY?ó 
 

Perhaps no line of questions produces a more varied response among the Children of Abraham.  So what are 

the positions taken by these traditions?  What can be gleaned from history?  What do the Scriptures say?  
 

AMONG  THE  TRADITIONS  SERIES  

Sunday, November 15  ð  2:00 to 4:00 pm  
Topic:  òKINGDOM OF GODó 

 

Location:  Coe College, Keslar Auditorium in Hickok Hall  

Presenters:  Rabbi Todd Thalblum, Imam Taha Tawil, and Father Fred Shaheen  
 

BETWEEN  THE  TRADITIONS  ð SPECIAL  WINTER  EVENT  
 

February 21, 2016  ð  2:00 to 4:00 pm  
 

Topic:  òTRINITARIAN & UNITARIAN VIEWS OF THE DIVINEó 
 

Location:  Mount Mercy University, Flaherty Community Room, Basile Hall  

Presenter:   Brian Daugherty, Past President, IRCLC  

Resolution Concerning Racial Tension and Police-involved Violence 
 

Inter-Religious Council of Linn County 

 

In the wake of the deaths of Michael Brown, Eric Garner, Tamir Rice, Sandra Bland, Samuel 

DuBose, Rafael Ramos, Wenjian Liu, and so many others, the board of the Inter-Religious 

Council of Linn County calls for local religious communities to promote genuine peace 

through respectful dialogue with law enforcement agencies and communities of color.  

We lament the pervasive fear and anxiety that exist between people of color and law enforce-

ment officers.  Parents of nonwhite children know that their loved ones are disproportionately 

likely to be the victims of police violence.  This awareness contributes to real and justified mis-

trust of police on the part of people of color.  

At the same time, we deeply sympathize with police officersõ legitimate concerns for their own 

safety.  The assassination of New York officers, Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu, only highlights 

the dangers that peace officers face every day.  We applaud their courage and earnestly seek 

their safety.  Both law enforcement officers and the communities they serve deserve respect 

and understanding. 

As religious leaders, we confess our general complicity in the present state of distrust be-

tween law enforcement and communities of color.  Aside from occasional sermon references 

and limited protests, we have often been silent about this violence in our communities.  When 

we have spoken, we have too often simply taken sides in a complicated conversation.  We 

have too seldom initiated constructive efforts to promote reconciliation.  

Therefore, we issue this call to action to all religious groups, to work together to change the 

systemic problems which impact specific communities in disproportionate ways: 

1. We must create opportunities for dialogue amongst religious groups to facilitate 

healthy outrage and promote social change for the betterment of all humanity.  

2. We must invest in support systems that minimize the use of law enforcement agen-

cies as tools of last resort, but instead recognize them as humans who have taken an 

oath to serve and protect us all, including local communities of color.  

3. We must demonstrate how to listen to each other, and respect one another, espe-

cially when someone else's experiences are difficult to understand. 

4. Finally, we must act to address the root causes of racism and the violence it creates 

in our communities and our world.  

 

Unanimously Approved by the IRCLC Board of Directors on August 20, 2015 

Published in The Gazette on Monday, September 21 

http://www.thegazette.com/address -the-root -causes-of-racism-and-violence-20150921 

 

Interfaith Community Programs  
 

Faith Explorers Study Group   ð  2nd & 4th Saturdays of each month  (9:30 to 11:00 a.m.) 

People's Church (Unitarian Universalist) in the Ely Room, 4980 Gordon Ave. NW 
 

CURRENT BOOK STUDY:  The Real Paul: Recovering His Radical Challenge by Bernard Brandon Scott and 

The Authentic Letters of Paul: A New Reading of Paulõs Rhetoric & Meaning by Dewey, Hoover, McGaughy, & Schmidt 
 

Questions:  Carolyn Cleveland at carolynmcleveland@gmail.com  or (319) 360-4421 
 

Women in Interfaith Dialogue   ð  Saturday, October 31  (10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.) 

Theme:  òWHAT THE WORLD NEEDS NOWó      

Location:  Prairiewoods     Cost:  $15 (includes lunch) 
 

What are the best elements in our various faith traditions that encourage or allow the ideas and 
change we need now?  We have presentations on Mother Earth traditions, Bahaõi, Islam, and Christian-
ity; plus, all women are encouraged to reflect upon their own  particular religious tradition.  
 

REGISTER by October 26:  Call Prairiewoods at (319) 395-6700 or Barbara Schlachter at (319) 351-4380 
 

Intersections   ð  November 6th dialogue & luncheon  (11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.)  ð  Cost:  $10 

Topic:  òA PROUD TRADITIONó  ð  Presenter:  Chief Justice Mark Cady, Iowa Supreme Court 

Location:  First Presbyterian Church, 310 Fifth St. SE  /  Sponsored by the Interfaith Alliance of Iowa 

Reservations are required:  please call (319) 364-6148 or e-mail crintersections@interfaithallianceiowa.org. 

 

Special Invitation:  Dinner  and Annual Meeting of the IRCLC Board and Assembly  
 

Thursday, December 17  (6:00 pm)        Location:  Mount Mercy University  
 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend with your voice and vote, as we plan for 2016.  
More information will be posted at www.irclc.org as we get closer to the annual meeting date.  


