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101-year-old Silver Bay Woman Recovers from Covid-19
with Help from a Friend
By Kitty Mayo
A local woman has seen more
than a century of living, and is
still managing to amaze. Esther
Olson of Silver Bay is 101 years
old, and recently was discharged
from the Lake View Hospital after being treated for Covid-19 in
early December.
Her friend, Gavin LeBlanc, age
20, noticed a few weeks ago that
she didn't quite seem herself. It
was only later that day when he
responded to Olson's granddaughter who had not been able
to raise Olson on the phone that
he found out what was wrong.
Olson had Covid-19, a diagnosis she came to after LeBlanc
found her lying on her floor. After being assessed by emergency
responders, not hurt and not feeling ill, LeBlanc kept an eye on
her. The next day, when she was
too weak to get up, he drove her
to Lake View. There she was admitted, eventually relying on
oxygen to help her maintain safe
blood oxygen levels.

On a phone interview, Olson
said she thinks the pandemic is
terrible, but she herself didn't feel
very sick at all from the virus.
According to the Minnesota Department of Health, some people
with Covid-19 can be suffering
from low oxygen levels and not
yet feel sick. However, the symptom is an indicator of a serious
problem, even without shortness
of breath, and people in that condition do need medical attention.
Olson said that she relies on
LeBlanc as a friend, and values
his help and the time they have
spent together.
For his part, LeBlanc, who says
he's been friends with Olson for
almost a decade, is very relieved
she is recovered and back in her
own home where she still takes
care of much of her own household work.
LeBlanc says he truly appreciates the good care and rehabilitation Olson received at Lake View
as she regained her strength.

Esther Olson, 101, of Silver Bay continues to recover at home after
a stay in the hospital due to Covid-19. (submitted photo)

High School Winter Sports look to get underway!
By John Sandstrom
After a lengthy wait, high
school winter sports including
basketball, hockey, and skiing
could have their prep seasons begin soon. The December 16,
2020 announcement from the
Minnesota State High School
League follows:
BROOKLYN CENTER, Minn. -- In alignment with Executive
Order 20-103 announced today
by Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz,
the Minnesota State High School
League will begin in-person
practice for winter sports and activities on Mon., Jan. 4, 2021.
Thirteen days ago, the League's
Board of Directors approved a
flexible scheduling model, presented by the Return to Participation Task Force, which will
adapt to the new Executive Order. The new mandate modifies
and is an extension of Executive
Order 20-99 that went into effect
on Nov. 20 and was set to expire
Dec. 18. The first date of competition under the new directive has
not yet been determined.
Member schools have the option to begin in-person participation at a later date if it best aligns
with their district's COVID-19
response plan.
Silver Bay Mariners Activity
Director Kelly Ollila cautions
players, parents, and fans that

Governor Waltz lifts 4-week “pause” on school sports. (Photo: Silver Bay Hockey facebook page)
there are many questions yet to
be answered. "At this time we believe only a limited number of
fans will be allowed at any competitions, but we do not have
those details. We also do not
know when games can actually
begin following the start of practices. I know we have heard this
countless times, but there will be
a great emphasis on wearing
masks, washing hands and maintaining adequate social distancing
during practices and games. We
will continue to follow the guidelines given to us by the Minnesota State High School League."

Two Harbors Agate Activity
Director Scott Ross echoes these
points and adds, "Please understand that our coaches have an
incredible amount of responsibility. Much of what is on their
plate during the season has nothing to do with their sport. Screening and health checks at the start
of practices and complexities
with locker rooms and travel are
just a few of the concerns facing
them each day. I ask for everyone
to be patient. We don't make
these rules. They are given to us
and we as schools are required to
follow them. What I do know is

that our coaches worry first
about what is best for the health
of our athletes."
While there are many unknowns, one of the few things to
be sure about is that if given the
opportunity, local athletes are
ready to put their heart into the
effort and will welcome the opportunity to join their teammates.
Unfortunately, this writer was
unable to speak with Cook
County School officials for their
response before press time.
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