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John Miller Bradley, Alabama 12, has
been chosen as the person to whom this
magazine is dedicated as his life service to
the fraternity is one which embodies the
several tenets of our chapter and fraternity,
Our heritage of wonderful tradition, beauti-
ful associations, and tireless effort toward
the advancement and propogation of our

John Miller Bradley

3

ideals is personified through Brother Brad-
ley’s life. To list his honors and distinetions
during his days as an undergraduate and as
an alumnus would be sheer folly as they
would require a separate volume. It must
suffice to say that he is singly responsible
for the building of this house and has been
ever a force in the life of Theta chapter.
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS AT BAMA....

* The Story Of Theta Chapter And
Its First Century Of Achievement

Theta’s evolvement is an interesting
affair and worthy of note throughout the
fraternity. Prior to its inception at the Uni-
versity of Alabama, there existed four other
fraternal organizations, Kuklos Adelphon,
Delta Kappa Epsilon, Alpha Delta Phi, and
Phi Beta Kappa. Phi Beta Kappa was, by
then, an honorary organization and of the
others, only Delta Kappa Epsilon remains.

The man who conceived Theta chapter
was John Mason Martin. He was evidently
a brilliant, honorable, and somewhat er-
ro-ic young man. A review of his activities
are to be found under his picture in the
Gorgas Library. “Hon. John Mason Martin,
A. B, AM,, LL.D, Founder of Theta chap-~
ter of Phi Gamma Delta; Son of Joshua La-
nier Martin (Governor of Alabama @ 1845-
1:47) and Sarah Mason; bora Jan. 20, 1838;
A. B. University of Ala. 1856, A.M. 1859;
LL.D. Centre College, Central University

a~d Georgetown University; State Senator -

a: d President of Senate 1873-76; U. S. Con-
g -sman, 49th Congress, from 6th District
of Alabama 1885-87; Instrumental in re-esta-

blishment of University of Alabama School .

Law in 1872; Professor of Law, University of
Alabama, 1875-'86; married Lucy C. Peck
tsister of Samuel Mintern Peck, Poet Lau-
reate of Ala.) of Tuscaloosa; died in Bows
ling Green, Ky., June 16, 1898.”

Jehn M. Martin states in his “Recoltec-
tions” that he had the idea of founding a
society to be called Phi Alpha Fraternity.
During the summer of 1854 he wrote a con-
s..iution for his proposed organization but
on returning to the University in the fall of
that year he gave up that idea. Instead, he
had gotten the idea of petitioning Phi
Gamma Delta for a charter. He was a mem-
ber of Kuklos Adelphon at the time and
persuaded two of his fellow members,
Theodore G. Pierce and John J. Harris, to
join with him in his efforts to secure a
caarter from Phi Gamma Delta. Martin
wrote an Alabamian at Union University,
Tenn., and through that chapter finally sub-
riited a petition to the Grand Chapter at
C snonsburg, Pa. It contained the names of
- e three confederates mentioned previously
plus Walter C. Roper, a late joiner. After
a period of inquiry the charter was granted.

During the period of inquiry, Martin
had become involved in an affair of honor
and had been forced to leave the Univer-
sity. It seems that a member of D.K.E,
James J. Cook, had passed some disparag-
i~g remarks about the clothing of a young
female relation of Martin’s, who lived in
Tuscaloosa, Martin became angered and
sought Cook out to see if the reports he
had received were true. When Cook told
him that the reports were true, Martin
initiated combat with him which resulfed
in Cook being stabbed in the abdomen by a
knife wielded by young Martin. His father’s
timely arrival saved him from serious trou-
ble, but the affair was so scandalous that
University officials required his resignation,

A short time after this, Woodlief Thom.
as of Union University arrived in Tusca-
loosa to install the new chapter of Phi Gam-
ma Delta. Thomas decided that since the

Grand Chapter had accepted Martin for
membership in the fraternity, he could be
initiated with the others who had been in-
cluded in the petition. Therefore, at 10:00
A.M., on Saturday, May 11, 1855, Thomas
initiated Martin, Pierce and Harris into
Phi Gamma Delta, at the City Hall of Tus-
caloosa. Roper, who could not be present
that morning, was initiated that afternoon

at the same place. The new members adopt- -

ed the name “Euilada Chapter” for them-
selves, the name Theta coming later, Mar-
tin left Tuscaloosa immediately following
the ceremony and entered Centre College,
Ky., where he had been promised admission
to the Junior Class. He founded the Iota
Chapter of Phi Gamma Delta while In his
year of attendance at that institution, but
the new chapter died a’borning as a result
of Martin’s returning to the University of
Alabama the following year.

An event of great importance to the

“new chapter of Phi Gamma Delta occurred

at about the same time that it was born.
Internal dissension caused the dissolution of

‘Kuklos Adelphon, in which three of Thetas

charter members herd membership. Some

of it’'s members, Sumpter Lea and Benja-'

min Carter Adams certainly, affiliated with
Martin’s group. This explains the ties that
definitely existed between the new fraterni-
ty and the older one and also accounts In
large degree -for .the strong position that
Phi Gamma Delta enjoyed from the very
beginning. . )

In regards to a cherished legend of
Theta concerning Noble Leslie DeVotie and
the founding of S.A.E. the following facts
were ascertained by this writer. DeVotie
was a member of Kuklos Adelphon. Brother
John M. Bradley relates in a letter to Maj.
Frank Keck (C.C.N.Y. '72) that, m an inter-
view with Sumpter Lea, Lea told him that
he knew DeVotie well and that it was large-
ly on his account that DeVotie attended the
University. Lea was most positive in his af-
firmation that DeVotie was indeed a mem-
ber of Kuklos Adelphon. John M. Martin
treated the subject himself in his “Recollec-
tions,” which were published in the Phi
Gamma Delta in 1879. Brother Martin re-
lated as follows: “I was just then begin-
ning my junior year at the university, and
had devoted much of my time, during the
summer vacation, to the preparation of a
constitution and by-laws for a society, which
I proposed to establish, to be known as the
‘Phi Alpha Fraternity’, Digressing for a
moment, I might say, that when I abandon-
ed this purpose ‘and sought admission to
our own Fraternity, I gave the manuscript

FROM 1855 TO 1955 — This
is the official history of your ,‘
chapter - the chronicle of
brotherhood in Phi
Delta.

Gamma

)
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(familiar to myself only), to a fellow-stu-
dent, who afterwards was ene of the found-
ers of the ‘Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity’
and have reason to believe that I am the
true author of their constitution, etc. The

. conclusive reasons for this impression do

not now concern us, and are withheld.”
Credibility must be given to the foregoing
statements in view of their author. John
M. Martin was a public figure in Alabama
and at the time of the writing of his “Recol-
lections” he was Dean of the Law School
and had been associated with that body for
a number of years. The word of such a man
must be taken as true at this late date.

The new chapter, successful and impor-
tant tho’ it was, was not destined to last more
than  four years. The University passed 2
regulation in 1859 which disbanded all
secret fraternities then in existence on tle
campus. “Bairds Manual” states that Theta
maintained a sub-rosa existence for some
time after 1859 but there are no records to
prove this and Martin says in his “Recollec-
tions” that the chapter ceased operations
after the passage of the anti-fraternity reg-
ulation.

The anti-fraternity regulation was re-
pealed in 1876. John M. Martin and John
J. Harris joined in a successful effort to re-
establish Theta Chapter at the University.
The new chapter was as good as it’s prede-
cessor and numbered ‘many prominent
young men among the student body. New
anti-fraternity regulations were passed in
1879 and the chapter surrendered it’s char-
ter for the second time in it’s history.

Theta appeared again on the Univefsity
scene on Monday, June 3, 1901. Fraternities
were by this time encouraged at the Uni-
versity and the situation has remained the
same ever since. Two men from the secona
chapter were greatly influential in the
third reopening of Theta Chapter., They
were Sterling A. Wood (Ala. "77) and Ten-
nent Lomax (Ala. 78). The first meeting
was held for the purpose of initiating new
men. Thirteen men were admitted to mem-
bership, the place being the Kappa Sigma
hall. Meetings of the new group were held
on a bi-monthly basis until increasing mem-
bership and the growing business of finam
ces forced meetings to be held once per
week. :

The .new chapter occupied rented homes
during the first few years of it's existence.
By 1914 the chapter was of such a size and
importance that a new home had been call-
ed for. It was built in the southern colonial
style and occupied the site which has re-

. mained the house of the Fijis ever since.

This house was a memorable one in the
University history in that it was the first to
be erected on what is now known as “fra-
ternity row.” Brother Rose, in his newest
history of our chapter, says that the rést of
the fraternities at the University made great
capital of the cost of the new house in
their talks to rushees and succeeded in dis-
couraging a goodly percentage of them
from pledging Phi Gamma Delta the fol-
lowing year through fear of having to pay
inordinately high housebills,
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Co- Sponsor Of Revived Chapter

LOMAX FIGURES IN REACTIVATION — Tennent Lomax, Alabama 78, is shown

in the above picture made from an oil

painting found in the University library. Lo~

max, with Sterling A. Wood, Alabama 77, in 1901 reactivated the chapter for the last

time,

World War I reared it’s ugly head and
the men of Theta contributed in the fullest
measure to America’s part in the conflict.
One member, John S. Henry (Ala. ’'17), was
the first University man to make the s

preme sacrifice. A plaque commemorating
this fact now resides in the fraternity house.
Over thirty of Theta’s men served with the
armed forces in one capacity or another
during the war, an enviable record in the
annals of the University of Alabama fra-
ternity system.

The period following the war saw Theta
re‘irn to a period of normal operations.
The yearly reports of the chapter historians
are filled with accounts of the activities of
our ever-changing body of undergraduates,
Athletics, scholars, and ladies men are all
to be found in those reports. The chapter
was awarded the Baker Cup during this
period and it’s scholarship was held at con-

~"*ly high level. It was during this period
l..at nouse mothers were incorporated into
*~e fraternity system at the University, Phi
(-amma Delta was in the first group to ar-
range for the services of a hauge mother.
Y Emma Scarborough (mother of A. G.
= ..cborough,” Ala. °19) was our fipst, serving

from 1932-37. Miss Lucia Chambers (now
Mrs, Joe Stickney) followed and served
from 1937-44, The outbreak of World War
II saw Theta again preparing for service
to it’s country,

The chapter history for the school year
1941-’42, written by brothers Bill Wertz and
Charlie McBurney, paints a picture of a
serious and responsible group of young
men who were not taking their responsibi-
lities to the war effort lightly. Corsages for
their dates at dances were purchased at
low prices and the difference made up in
Defense Stamps, which were  attached to
the wrappings of the corsages. Almost every
man in the chapter, with the exception of

the men in pre-medical and pre-dental pro- .
grams, was in the Advanced ROTC. The

vast majority of this group saw service with
the military during the war. The Univer-
sity took over the house and housed Army
personnel in it for the duration. The chap-
ter, greatly reduced in size, continued ope-
ration on a small scale in a rented home,
for the same period.

With the cessation of hostilities, a great
influx of students was experienced by the
University. Many Fijis returned to further
their educations or continued where they
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had been forced to break off. The house
once again in proper hands, was filled .o
overflowing. Membership at Theta reached
it’s highest peak in our history during t*°
period. The chapter, as was to be expectedq,
resumed it’s position in the front rank of
fraternities' on the campus. Positions of
leadership and honor were won by it's mem-
bers in all phases of campus life. A new
house ' mother, Mrs. Helen Otts, began a
period of long and useful service to our
chapter which lasted from 1945’54 Our
present house mother, Mrs. William Penn,
began her career of service to Phi Gamma
Delta in 1954 and has remained to the date
of this writing. Andrew “Drop” Jackson, the
house boy, entered his 30th year of duty in
1955—a record which this writer feels sure
is unparalleled at the present time at the
University. The scholarship of the chapter,
long one of it’s strongest features, dropped
somewhat in the immediate post-war perlod
but has been revived of late. Theta’s record
for the past twenty years is that of four™
among all male groups checked here at the
University. .

Theta’s activities in this, the centennial
year, reflect a wide and well balanced ope-
ration. Socially, the chapter is continuir~
the policy of holding two outstanding events
each year, the “Roaring Twenties” party in
the fall, and the “Fiji Island” party in the
spring. Service to the community is eviden-
ced in the annual underprivileged childrens
party at Christmas, an event of many years
standing. Two new athletics trophies were
added to Theta’s collection during the past
year. One is for the all-campus track cham-
pionship and the other is for first place in
the fraternity tennis doubles. Many posi*
ions in worthy school activities are he
by Fijis at the present time, most notable
being Business Manager of the Corolla. The
office of Vice-President of the Student Gov-
ernment Association was held by Fijis for
a two year period, ending this February by
the graduation of the past one. Scholarship,
a sore point with most post-war pleds~
classes, is maintained by enforced stuay
halls for pledges with delinquent grades
and enforced quiet hours on week nigh-
for the active chapter. This chapier starids
15th among all chapters in Phi Gamma Delta
for scholastic achievement over the past
year. The financial situation is a healthy o:..
at present and the outlook for the future is
bright. A recent by-law, now in force.re-
quires each undergraduate member to be
assessed $5.00 per semester for so long as
he remains in the chapter, the money to
be placed on a 50-50 basis in Theta Inc. and
a building fund to be used for all furniture
and minor repair expenditures in the fu-
ture. The benefits of this by-law will be
realized by Fijis who are as yet completely
unaware of the fortunate turn of even‘s
which will have enabled them to do so.
Such has always been the good forfiine
of young men chosen to wear the badge of
our fraternity. This chapter has been bles:
ed throughout it’s years with men of good
character who had an eve cocked to the
future. A conservative chapter always, it
has successfully met all challenges given it
in the past, and shows no tendency to fail in
it’s surely coming tests of the future, Selah.

By Laurence T. Bliss, Ala, ’54 :

This correspondent is greatly indebted.

in the foregoing account, to Brothers Wm.

Alfred Rose, Alabama ’21, Yale '24 and

John M. Bradley, Alabama ‘12 for many

of the facts and events which are herein
recorded.
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Three Chapter Residences Have Housed
Theta Fijis During Past Half-Century

! The year 1901 heralded the final reorga-
rization of Theta Chapter, largely due to
-ne efforts of Sterling A. Wood, Alabama
‘77, and Tennant Lomax, Alabama 78, The

chapter occupied a variety of lodgings prior
*~» moving into the present house in 1914.

The members, newly initiated by Bro-
*hers Wood and Lomax, held their first
‘etlings in a second floor room of a build-
:~g which is now Raymon’s Department
re. Despite this rather meager environ-
ment, meetings were held there for several
. ~ars and this room was the site of the ini-
...uon of some of our mosi prominent

alumni, Brothers Redden, '05, Collier, ’06,
and Maxwell, ’11.

A growing chapter in 1908 made the
need for a larger place evident. To accom-
odate the expanding chapter, the second
floor of the Venner Building, located one
block south of the Post Office, was rented.
The floor area of the second floor was large,
lending a ballroom air to the room. Ample
use was made of the floor facilities, as it be-
came the center of social as well as the
business facets of the chapter.

The ‘ballroom’ became known to somme
of the other fraternities and became a rec-
ognized campus activity, The chapter rent-

1 above. This handsome old home now ‘belongs to G. K. Little. The chapter occupied
i this house in 1909. It is located at 325 Queen City Avenue.

f SECOND RENTED HOME — This. frame structure was rented by the chapter from

1909 to 1914, when the new house was completed, It is located at 14 Thomas Circle
and has undergone some major changes since it was occupied by the chapter.

6
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ed it to other fraternities for their functions
on several occasions.

The desire of the chapter since 1901
had been to find an appropriate house in
which they could not only hold meetings,
but live and have social functions. In 1909,
their desires were realized in the striking
old Colonial Town House, at 325 Queen
City Avenue, the present G. K. Little home.
The chapter stayed in this handsome old
brick home for a year.

It became evident during the year in
the Little home that although it was ex-
tremely attractive, it was too far from the
campus. In 1910, the wooden structure lo-
cated at 14 Thomas Circle was rented to
facilitate the trips from the campus to their

’ home.

This house has undergone some rathér

. drastic changes including a move entirely

across the circle from its old site, as well
as some structural changes. During Theta
Chapter’s stay there, from 1910 to 1914 when
the present house was completed, the frame
structure was located at the head of the
circle across from its present location and
had wings which have subsequently been
torn down. .

Much talk among the undergraduates
was heard concerning the subject of purs
chasing some property on which a fraternity
chapter house would be erected. The mat-
ter was discussed at great length with {he
final decision being to buy the lot across
from Rex Drug Store.

Dr. George H. Denny, president, announ-
ced, shortly after Theta had bought a lot
across from Rex, his intention to give fra-
ternities a 99 year lease on a building site
on the campus and lend 60 per cent of the
funds required to build a fraternity house
approved by the University at 6 per cent
annual interest.

Fred Maxwell, chapter president, ap-

“pointed a committee headed by John M.

Bradley, Sr.,, B. A. ’12; L. L. B. 14, to in-
quire as to the advantages of purchasihg
a lease from the University and building

" .a house on that site.

After a vigorous campaign, Theta still
lacked $1,000.00 of having ralsed its 40 per-
cent of the necessary funds for the house
which- had been planned. Brother Bradley
went to the 1913 Ekklesia and persuaded
the National Fraternity to lend Theta $1,-
030.00 to be secured by a second mortgage.
Consequently, Theta was the first fraternity
to avail itself of Dr. Denny’'s offer, start-
ing construction of its house in 1913 and
completing it by Commencement of 1914,
The attractive colonial type home of Theta
chapter was then the first to be construct-
ed on the University campus.

In 1928 and 1929 the two side wings and
back wing were added to the house. Addi-
tional work was done in 1949 when steel
beams were added to the house to buoy up
the foundation which was settling. An ex-
tra party room was added in the basement
shortly after the beams were put in.

A major refurnishing program is now
being carried on, which is due to be com-
pleted by the middle of April. This job en~
tails obtaining new  sofas, chairs, tables,
lamps, pictures for the living room and din-
ing rooms, radiator covers for living room,
sliding doors from living room into dining
room, conference table and chairs for the
Sigma Nu sun parlor which is to be con-
verted into a library, rug, drapes and book
cases for the library.
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PRESENT HOME — This is the present home located on Alabama
ity row on University Avenue.

it was the first fraternity house on the row.

THIRTY-SIX ACTIVE MEMBERS COMPRISE PRESENT CHAP-
TER — Pictured before the lonic columns of the present chapter
house, reading from left to the right, are: Bottom row, Brandy

Avyers, Blucher Cooper, Frank Hardy, Bobby Goodsell, Mrs, Penn,

Don Speed, Carey Hollingsworth, Charlie Bob Thomason, and Robert
Cochrane, Second row, John McWilliams, Scott Logan, John Mc-

's famous fratern-

Censtruction of this home was completed in 1914 and

A great deal of carpentry work will be
done also, which will include the complete
rebuilding of the stairways, putting all win-
dows in working order, rehanging and re-
hardwaring the front door, repairing doors
and closing in upstairs transoms.

The house will also be re-wired as far
as is needed, and repairs and new supports
to floors and underpinning of the house will
be made where needed.

The downstairs floor, the beams in the
living room, and the dining room furniture
will be refinished. The living room, back
hall and Sigma Nu parlor will be painted,
the living room in a moss green, the par-
lor in a gold with green background, the
back hall in a light blue and grey motif
and a new rug in golden brown scheme. A
gray and blue motif enhances the upstairs
hall of the chapter house which was tiled
and repainted by this year’s pledge class.

The present chapter house, represented
now in another period of change, will be
furnished with a fresh and attractive en-
vironment for the current members and
those to come. Thus with the completion of
refurnishing work, the final page in the his-
tory of the evolution of the chapter house
will be written, - - ° .

Donald, Mallory Privett, Alex Bryant, George Sledge, Ed Bounds,
and Ed Corley. Third row; Norman Savage, Walter Waldrop, Bob
Hill, Don Patterson, Dick Goodsell, Jimbo Baird, Miller Widemire,
Billy Crews, and Fitz Hill. Last row, Bob LeMay, Dick Coffee, Hoyt

Winslett, Mike Thomas,

Don Dalee, Burt Mullins, Jim Dewberry,

Gene Savage, and Larry Bliss.

4

,3!({
e

2

i

T A

ok i e




|

T —— T g

T ——

SN

S

e e

r

Th’éfa'?s SocialH ‘i‘sfdr'y Paces Customs

And Modes Of Ever Changing Years

Beéfore 1850 the social life of the “cadets”
attending the University of Alabama could
unquestionably be called nonexistent. The
--udents were. governed by such strict sche-
dule of daily routine that fraternization was
at a minimum. . . .

From six -until 7 o’clock in.the morning
the student got dressed, had room inspection
and breakfast, and from then until one in
wue afternoon, he had to be either in his
room studying or in recitation. After lunch,
frem two until evening prayer at five, the
day continued as it had begun—with study.
Between five p.m. and supper at six, the
daily cadet drill field activities were held
and afterwards from seven until nine stu-
ents were, “expected and required to be in
his own room quietly persuing his studies.”
iater the faculty granted permission for
<rudents, “to ‘play on musical instruments
vetween the .hours of nine and ten in the
evening” This schedule was religously ad-
hered to and violations were severely dealt
v -h by the faculty.

Special permission' had to be obtained
:-om the president before a cadet could
. -ave the campus or be absent from his
room for more than one-half hour. Playing
ecards or “any .game-of chance” was strict-

prohibited. )

With the development of the Univer-
<*tv and the increases in size of the student
body after 1850, social activity was unavoid-
able even if it had not been wanted. “Mum-~
ble the Peg” became popular although the
administration took a dim view of any sporf{s,
and students caught playing such were call-
ed before the faculty and reprimanded.

One student was given two demerits for
“Snort on campus.” After deep and serious
aciiberation, he remembered that he had
swung on the limb of a cedar tree one day.

Later in 1871, the young men were lib-
erated somewhat in that they were granted
an all-too-brief, “release from quarters dur-
ing which the students might stroll around
the campus,” after drill which usually end-
ed between five and six. .

In 1855, Phi Gamma Delta, one of .the
three fraternities on the campus, found so-
cial life on campus particularly nil. The
main social activity of the men was in fo-
rensic and inter-class debate and in. three
or four big literary societies holding meet-
ings on Saturday afternoons and again a-
mong themselves at night.

A glee club in 1885, which was ten years
later renamed the University Mandolin,
Glee and Guitar Club, and a Shakesperian
Society were at that time installed. Music and
dramatics were popular divergences for the
men from the rigorous educational pursuits.

By the late nineteenth century, time
was not such a restraining aspect of typidal
college life, and students were granted nom-
inal liberty. :

As a pastime the cadets went calling.
On many happy afternoons (never at night-
time) a girl, boy, horse, and buggy, would
be seen representing the acme of enter-
tainment. ) . :

~ Also otitstanding among school functions
Vere the pichics that would take place in
the spring and autumn, When the .circus
came to Tuscaloosa, the faculty would grant
permission to attend, “with official bless«
ings.”

By far the most important holiday was
during Christmastime. The students, with
the permission of their parents or guard-
ians, had a vacation ranging from ten
days to two weeks. No holiday was taken
for granted, however, for once a letter was
sent to the parents that school would not
be dismissed for Christmas that year.

The usual holidays were recognized
as Thanksgiving, New Year’s Day, Memorfal
day, and a few additional ones. An annual
Day of Prayer in February was observed by
all schools and colleges in the state, and for
many years April Fool’s Day was a student
holiday.

Dances have been by far the most en-
jeyable type of party since the early 187(s.
Piqued by the Tuscaloosa town people, the
faculty had to ban the Commencement Hop
which had become an annual affair. But in
1893, through scrupulous efforts of the stu-
dents and alumni, a University Reception

" was held lasting from nine until one o’clock,
more than an hour later than the usual cur-
few for University dances. - -

Due to the insistance of Miss Julia Tut-

. wiler, she was able to persuade the Univer-

sity to permit the entrance of women as
special students. The first two young ladies
were admitted in 1893 and immediately ex-

_celled in scholastic work by being listed
~ “among the honors list, as well as in extra-

curricular activities by identifying them-
selves as being among the six associate
edi}:fgrs of that year’'s CRIMSON-WHITE
staff.

From this beginning, the increase in
number of co-eds on campus was some-
what feeble. But again in 1898, Miss Tut-
wiler demonstrated her efforts by obtain-
ing the entrance of fifteen women provided
with living accommodations. It was not until

several vears later that these students were
listed as “regular”.

In a letter from the President to these
young ladies, he said: “My dear young lady:

“The admission of young ladies . . . is
comparatively a new measure, and is still
in the experimental stage . .- The number
of women students is as yet so small that
each one is exposed to much observation
and to some criticism ... We ask you to
submit cheerfully to some restrictions, an-
necessary in other relations.

1. For example, we think it best that
you should wear a simple black oxford uni-
form, cap and gown, in all public places
and especially when attending your classes
. . . You will be so inconspicuous by all
dressing alike, that no one can accuse you
of dressing with the view of attracting the
attention of young men, your fellow S§tu-
dents . ..

2. We think it best that during the col-
lege year, you should not attend dancing
parties, or in fact any social gatherings of
both sexes; also that you should receive

_ visits from young men on Friday and Sat-

urday evenings only, and that no young
lady should receive these callers alone. In-
form those who ask permission to call on
you that it is the rule of the house that two
or more young ladies should always receive
together.

3. We think that one young lady should
not go walking alone either in the city or
elsewhere. It is much better that two or
more should always be together on your
walks, and that you should not permit young
men to join you and walk with you. Simply
say to those who offer to join you that you
have been requested not to appear in pib-
lic with young men, and they will respect
your wishes.

~SHE!KS AND FLAPPERS — Two “sheiks” and their “flappers” are shown at the '
Roaring Twenties party which each year heralds Thetas revisitation to the days of
bath tub gin and the charleston. The “sheiks” are John McWilliams and Bobby Good-

sell and their dates
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Now these restrictions may seem to you
irksome and useless; but you must remem-
ber that to counterbalance them, you re
ceive there advantages that are open to na
other girls in the United States. There is
no other place where a girl can receive all
the benefits of the higher education for so
little money . . . Yours, sincerely, University
of Alabama, September 14, 1901.”

During this time the girls lived at the
Julia Tutwiler Annex which was really a
house of four bedrooms located where Bibb
Graves Hall now stands as the present day
rain corner of the University. In the early
1 0's it was called the “Ranch.”

It has been told by one of the early

; ¢'rls, that a highlight of her life was when

one of the girls would eat only a little food
for two or three days so that she could have
the privilege of inviting for dinner her
brother or a cousin in order that the other
girls could look him over.

Entertaining dates was a problem. Rules

" prevented them sitting on the porch; they

had to demurely sit in the tiny parlor with
all the other girls who had dates, and since
dates coculd be entertained only on Friday
and Saturday nights, the room was usually
crowded. Two girls always had to be in the
parlor during date time. But all in all the
main attractions for the boys were not the
girls in the Ranch, but those in the two
girl's boarding schools in Tuscaloosa, The
Mothodist Female Academy and the Bap-
t..© College. : ‘

The main party of the year for the girls

was Mrs. Graham’s party each year in herj\
home. which stood between the Chemistry

Building and Nott Hall. Other parties were
the YYW.CA. party and a pay party, so the
boys could come. .

The opening social event of 1910 was
a reception held for the new students.
P nch flowed following a formal address
by the President, Dr. Denny; after which

the freshmen seemed to have caught more.

‘nan the average of hazing from the upper-
classmen. :

The Y.M.C.A. seemed to be the most
active organization having parties, holding
le ‘ures and sponsoring concerts and lyce-
~.ms which were mentioned in nearly every

ie of the C-W of 1913.

Positions on the glee club were in great

‘emand, and tryouts were heartily contest- .

ed. Debating was prominent "but” had lost
some of the sting of the 1800’s. -

The November 4, 1913; issue of the C-W
*~Ns of the co-eds going “skooting”" after
e freshmen girls. ‘After the girls had
- "etosleep, the upperclass women - bearing

+eapons of kindling, pokers, tongs and cur-

< irons and wearing masks of boudoir
< decorated with ribbons - demonstrated
* 1 great similarity men’s hazing. The pa-

r. ¢ ended by lining the new co-eds up and’

having them recite Shakespere, “For once
i.e co-educationals were undignified and
boisterous.”

A highlight of Thanksgiving of 1913

s~emed to have been the 'invitation to the

©o-¢ ' to eat in ‘the Mess Hall with the
bc 5. “Good cheer and heartiness reigned

¢ two hours.”

Seen among many issues mentioned |
pro and con was the dissention over whether -
t'e new dancing mania was bad or good. -
Tne tango seemingly was objectionable to

+ me of the conservatives.

In 1914 the C-W made a big to-do over
f*< ttird annual beauty contest; the prize
» 25 & box seat for the season’s best play.

Script dances were the fad and were
t-ld every month or so in either the mess

P

e

- RETURN OF THE NATIVE — The above picture is of the highlights of the spring

‘social season the Fiji Island Party. At this party Theta, through clairvoyance or some
other mystic power, transports the chapter house and its teeming occupants to the
Fiji Islands for a day of native joy in the Pacific style.

hall or at Midnight Sons Hall downtown,
which was described as an unusually ex-
clusive place for dances.

The year 1914 was the founding year

of student self-government. Women’s suf-

frage found its way into the debates of
every group. The national leader, Miss Jane
Addams, spoke—for which the student body
turned out “en mass”.

In the October 7, 1914, issue of the C-W,
the Phi Gams are described as beginning
the dance season as, “popular men prove de-
lightful hosts in their new fraternity house.”
The dance was the first in a regular series
to be offered by the Phi Gams,

Again, according to the October 23rd
issue of the same year, the Phi Gams prov-
ed themselves ideal hosts when they delight-
ed a few friends at a delightful informal
party. The evening was spent in several
ways—some toasted marshmellows and roast-
ed apples, others popped corn, and others
preferred to sit .around the chimney fires
and talk amid the soft lights and hospi-
tality.” : .

Fraternities began to receive more and
more mention and prominence in the C-W.

During the 1930’s the Athletic Associa-
tion was the Cotillion Club of today. Dances
started at nine and went until one, and were
not just one night affairs but ran from two
to five days. By the ’30°s the co-eds had not
only become established but were begin-
ning to feel their oats at equal suffrage and
began to exert themselves in the Y.W.C.A,,
to sponsor dances, and to enter political life,

Football was the most prominent sport,
and the players were frequently leaders of
campus life since the early 1900’s,

The Rlackfriars were considered all over

9

the South as an outstanding theatrical
group. Positions were much in demand.

Professional societies seemed to have
thoroughly rooted out the literary societies
of the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. Military
training through R.O.T.C. was taking on a
new emphasis.

Life in the barracks was described in
1934 as being completely informal, most of
the boys spending their time in a state of
undress. The “bull-pen” or dining hall was
an important place where the students
mingled with the football players around
the training tables. Freshmen sometimes
had to be humbled by an upper-classman,
usually a sophomore aspiring to be the
next “King of Swat.”

Riding clubs and fencing were well sup-
ported. Swimming classes and life saving
reached the tenor of the times, and intra-
mural boxing was supported. : :

The Ritz theatre was one of the favorite
houses of entertainment, interspersing the
cinema with many of the Broadway shows
on tour. Plays and student acts were fre-
quently presented for the entertainment of
the students.

It was during the late 1920's and the
early 1930’s that Alabama took on her cos-
mopolitan airs of today.

Fiji social life in the year 1930 was high-
lighted by the celebration of Thetas’ 75th
anniversary, here at Alabama. A formal re-
ception was given at the chapter house and
was attended by a large delegation of local
alumni and also by many distinguished visit-
ors from out of state. It was the outstanding
event on the campus that year. Although a
series of buffet suppers were held by the

(Continued on Page 15)
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Five Gracious Women Directed Life At
Phi Gam House During Quarter Century

Over the period of Theta’s last quar-
ter century, this chapter has been under
the guidance of five outstanding women.
Before 1930 when Phi Gam’s first house-
mother, Mrs, Andrew Greer Scarboro, came,
all social functions and dates had to be in-
dividually chaperoned and previously ar-
ranged. ‘

During the year before her - arrival,
Mrs. Scarboro held the position of Pi Kappa
Phi housemother. The following fall, how-
ever, Mrs. Scarboro became the first house-
mother of this chapter and one of the first
of the campus.

Mrs. Scarboro is now living with her
daughter in Tuscaloosa, recuperating from
an illness.

The night before Homecoming of 1935,
Mrs.Scarboro had to leave her position, and
Mrs, Lucille Irby Chambers replaced her.
Mrs. Chambers was a native of Uniontown,
a town long noted for its gracious ladies.
She had been on the campus the year bes
fore serving as the Chi Omega House-
mother. .

During Mrs. Chambers’ stay, the home
was completely redecorated and refurnish-
ed for the first time since moving into the
present home. :

Mrs. Chambers says that she vividly
remembers the “wonderful crowd of Doys

* were in the chapter when I was there.
" 1s always a pleasure to go back and visit
and see my old boys.”

In 1943, a strategic time of World War
I, the house was closed and occupied by
i.:e Army for training purposes. Mrs, Cham-
bers during this time married J. B. Stickney
and moved to Greenshoro where she now
re<ides. : c .
The Stickney family is a traditional Phi
™ family, with Joseph Bryant Stickney,
‘0, and James Irby Stickney, °54, being fé-
eently active in Theta Chapter.

The house was reopened in October of
1945 and with this reactivation there was a
great influx of veterans. Mrs, Helen Otts,
a0 of Greensboro, became housemother
for this chapter, then numbering around one

~

hundred and fifteen ana over. Mrs. Otts
said that they were the “loveliest crowd of
boys that I have ever known. It is always a
joy for me to think of them, and I look for-
ward to seeing them.” )

Many of “her boys” make a special ef-
fort to drop down and see “Aunt Helen”
when they are in Tuscaloosa.

Greensboro is only a distance of forty
miles from Tuscaloosa and a trip to see
their much beloved “Aunt Helen” is always
well worth it.

During her stay, for some of us it will
perhaps not be too hard to remember the
infamous “egg fight” between each side’ of
fraternity row. .

Many also will continue to remember
the . graciousness and consideration that is
so characteristic of Aunt Helen. She has
been called the “personification of the hos-
pitable Southern lady that is characteristic
of the Black Belt, Alabama, and the Uni-
versity.”

In 1950, Mrs. Otts had to leave for a
year, and during that time Mrs. Polenitz
capably served as housemother. Also a 1a-
tive of Greensboro, Mrs. Polenitz is now the
Chi Phi housemother,

When Mrs. Otts left to return home to
Greensboro in June of 1954, Mrs, William
Penn from Greenville, Mississippi became
the Phi Gam housemother, .

Mrs. Penn had been on campus sifce

~ 1945 as Kappa Alpha housemother.,

By setting up a strict budget, Mrs. Penn
has been able to save the chapter a con-
siderable sum of money on kitchen and
house department expenses.

Mrs. Penn has arranged many house
functions, which due to her, were carried
off with a great deal of finesse.

She is now planning for the Centennial
tea on Sunday, April 24th, which under her
expert direction should be “un bon fete.”

Beginning this, the second hundred
years, Phi Gam can truthfully proclaim
that, with such support as has been exhibited
in the past by these prominent women, pre-
viously unattainable goals now can be reach-
ed with facility. } .

Widemire Guides House Activities
In Centennial Celebration Plans

The House Centennial Committee, com-
po-od of members from the -chapter, has
been under the leadership of Miller Wide-
mire. Being overall chairman of this com-
mittee, Widemire has done a fine job of
- tting the Centennial organized. Miller
cume to the University in 1950 after gradu-
arion from high school in Sylacauga, Ala-
bama. .

He received the degree of Bachelor of
Science in Commerce and Business Admin-
I~'ration in the spring of 1954 and is now
in his Junior year of Law School. Miller
has been outstanding in his activities here
at the University. He is a member of the
honorary organizations, ODK, Jasons, Quad-
rangle, Druids, and Phi Eta Sigma. He is
also affiliated with Phi Delta Phi, Profess-
-onal Law Fraternity and Delta Sigma Pij,
Commerce Professional Fraternity. Miller
has been an active participant in the stu-

dent government. He was a member of the
student legislature in 1952, chairmen of fhe
1952 campus chest, a member of the execu-
tive cabinet in 1953, and vice-president “of
the student government for the year 1954-55.
Having received his commission in the Air
Force ‘in 1954, Mller expects to enter the
service in June.

Widemire has been an active member
of the chapter, serving as Recording Secre-
tary in 1953-54, being a delegate te the 1952
Ekklesia in Toronto, and heading various
committees before his present position as
Chairman of the House Centennial Com-
fittee. Other members of the chapter have
been working on the committee, Carey Hol-
lingsworth, outgoing president, and Bobby
Goodsell, new president, have been serving
in advisory positions while working with
Widemire with repairs and refurnishing.
Blucher Cooper, social chairman, has head-
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. program and arrangements,

Phi Gamma Delta
Fratres In Faculty
Assist Chapter

Our Fratres in Faculty have been in-
valuable to Theta Chapter. The devotion of
these men to the fraternity exemplifies the
highest traditions of Phi Gamma Delta.
Whenever called upon, they have tirelessly
donated their time and counsel to the active
chapter, The phrase “Once a Fiji, Always
a Fiji” assumes new proportions when we
see these men in action. .

These men are not highly esteemed only
by their brothers. At the present time our
faculty members include Dr. John M. Gal-
lalee, president emeritus; Dean James H.
Newman, dean of administration; Mr. Fred
Maxwell, consulting engineer; Dr. Herbert
Van Scoy, professor of romance languages;
Dr. Iredell Jenkins, head of the Philosophy
Dept.; and Dr. Paul Foreman, professor of
Sociology.

Dr. Gallalee was initiated into Theta
Chapter after becoming a faculty member.
For a number of years, he was the head of
the Mechanical Engineering Dept. After a
brief interim as Director of the State

- Building Technical Staff, he returned to be

inaugurated President of the University of
Alabama. Dr. Gallalee retired in 1953 with
a record service to the University totaling
nearly a half century.

Dean James H. Newman was initiated
in 1932. With the exception of a few years
when he served as Dean of Students at the
University of Virginia, he has been avail-
able to all requests for advice from the
Fijis. .

“Uncle” Fred Maxwell is a familiar
figure to all University students, especially
we of Theta., He has assumed responsibility
for directing the remodeling work this
spring. Brother Maxwell is credited with
saving the house when an industrious bro-
ther’s endeavors in the basement brought
about its near collapse. ) )

Dr. Herbert Van Scoy, professor of
Spanish, is the co-author of a new textbook
in elementary Spanish. The book was pub-
lished by the University Press and is be-
ing used here in those courses. Brother Van
Scoy has been a great help .in supplying
names and recommendations of rushees,

On leave of absence this year is Dr.
Iredell Jenkins of the Philosophy Dept.

Dr. Paul Foreman (Epsilon Omicron
’34) is a newcomer to Tuscaloosa. He did
his undergraduate work at Oregon State.
In 1935, he was awarded his Ph D at Van-

“derbilt University. .

Other members of the faculty since 1901
have been: Professor S. W. Ayers, Dr. F. W.
Dressler, John E. Brantly, Chief Justice J.
Ed. Livingston, Luther Maxwell Jr.,, and
R. S. McWilliams. .

ed all social activities, working with Mrs.
Penn on the Sunday afternoon reception,
and with Hollingsworth on the Pig Dinner
Charlie Bob
Thomason was in charge of all correspon-
dence, while heading the housing. Henry
Bright has been heading registration and
Norman Savage is in charge of the scrap-
book for the Centennial. Brandy Ayers has
taken care of all publications and publicity
while Larry Bliss has been in charge of ail
historical aspects and the setting up of a
historical display. All these men have done
an outstanding job under the excellent
leadership of Miller Widemire.
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! Phi Gam Has Large
y Part In Alabama’s

FBasketball History

!
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" And further:

PHI GAMS FIGURE PROMINENTLY
IN ALABAMA BASKETBALL

When Dr. James Naismith nailed a
peach basket to a tree in Springfield, Mass-
achusetts in 1891 and gave the world a new
sport - BASKETBALL - he never dreamed
that it would be played in Alabama thirteen
vears later. Theta may be proud to claim
that two of its brothers were entrepren-
eurs in Bama’s first effort at basketball.

Only three years after Theta’s re-acti-
vation in 1901, James C. B. Gwin, '04, of
Ezra, Alabama, helped to bring basketball
South. Brother Gwin was manager and
cuard on that first team. J. B. Cross, 07,
iuscaloosa, played center. Unfortunately
the “faculty saw fit to deny them the privi-
lege of traveling, and the game was tem-
porarily abandoned,” So ended the first at-
tempt.

In reading through old COROLLAS, the
next mention of basketball is not until 1911,
however it was played only on intramural
basis. W. A. Holt, ’15, Mobile, was captain of
tue champion freshman team that success-
fully encountered the seniors, the sopho-
mores and the lawyers. In 1913 the gdme was
resumed as an intercollegiate sport. It
may be seen “that ‘Tail’ Holt can play any-
where, but shows best at running guard.”
“After two comparatively
short schedules Alabama should come into
i..e limelight in this sport next year. The

s*udents have begun te take an interest in ~

ii, and with the games ‘being played in
Clark Hall, interest should be trebled.”
William Marvin McCullough, ’21, of Bir-

' = ingham, showed much promise as a fresh-

man on the varsity. Another Theta Fiji,
v alter W. Kennedy, °z1, played varsify
basketball in 1918 and was captain for #he
192.-21 season. His team’s most notable
w~.ns were over Tulane, 27-23, and the Bir-
mirgham Athletic Club by a 17-12 margin,

Paul Graham “Pinky” McClintock, Sr.,
s*ands out as an athlete of note through
U e pages of past COROLLAS. 1923, for in-
s'ince: “Graham McClintock, guard and
center. Though prone to think himself ‘in
a football match at times, “Mack” is a neat
basketeer. The best follow-up shot on the
team, and a fighter from toe-nails to hair
net.’ Brother McClintock played three sea-
sons on the varsity, from 1922 to 1925. He
took part in the wins over Kentucky and
Vnderbilt, 15-14 and 29-24 respectively,
¢ .ring the 1924-25 season. The team had
a 154 record that year, and during his
career Alabama won 47 games and lost 13.
T vice they were the S.IA.A. Champions,
under the tutelage of Hank Crisp. These
w-re, in fact, Coach Hank’s first two teams,

For the record, two other Fijis of note,
Brethers Robert H. Cocurane, 5r., and Wal-
te- H. Bailey, Sr., were members of Bro-
ther McClintock’s class.

After exploring Phi Gamena Delta’s
early comtributions to University basket-
b.l, it seems strange to find that we did
not claim the allegiance of another varsity
plaver until the 1951-52 season. Charles
Wuuam (Billy) Crews, °55, of Selma, then
a freshman, came off the bench at the end
of that season and showed great potential.
Under the leadership of Johnny Dee, Bill
continued to develop through hard work
and experience. Despite having to learn a
new system of play he could always be
eounted on for the needed basket and to

put fight into the team. In the latter half

of the 1953-54 season Brother Crews fought .

his way up to the first five. His playmaking
ability and obvious talent for leadership
became noticed, and resulted in Bill being
named captain of the team for his senior

year.

F1JI LEADS CRIWiSOWN TIDE

CAPTAIN CREWS — Billy Crews, captain
of the 1954-'55 Alabama basketball team,
is shown above poised for a set shot.

Bill led the Alabama basketball team

to one of its greatest seasons. Although
held down by a shoulder injury late in the
season, he continued to come through with
needed points. Bill’s part in getting second
place in the SEC and twelfth in the national
ratings will not soon be forgotten by
friends of Alabama basketball.

McWilliams, Lanford

Win Toeurnament

Johnny MgcWilliams and - Bill' Lanford
succeeded in winning the Pan- Hellenic
tennis doubles championship this fall in a

brilliant 6-2, 7-5 victery over a highly tout- )

ed Pi K A team. )

. With apparent facility the Phi Gam
team dispatehed the ATOs, SAMs, and Sig-
ma Nu’s in the tournament’s opening three
rounds. :

The quarter-flnals match against the
Number One seeded Sigma Chi‘'s was the
best match played during the course of the
tournament. Each game in this excifing
two-set match was keenly eontested.

The KAs were defeated handily in the
semi-final round in straight sets, after whieh
McWilliams and Lanford gained the final
vietory in a 6-2, 7-5, championship round
against the Pi K As. McWilliams has won
a spot on the University tennis team and
Lanford, a freshman, has done a good deal
of tournament play in Alabama,
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Host Of Phi Gams
Prominent College
Men Through Years

OUTSTANDING FI1JIS IN COLLEGE
ACTIVITIES DURING THE YEAR

During the years, many of the Theta
brothers have had outstanding records in
college activities other than those of their
own fraternity.

The University publications,
Crimson White, and Rammer Jammer, have
always had Phi Gams on their staffs. Some
of these men and the publication which they
worked were: ‘

CRIMSON- WHITE

J. O. Pearson, Business Manager, 1916;
J. H. Pearson, Editor, 1916; B. C. Durham,
Jr., Editor, 1918; Paul Duncan, Editor, 1933;
Gould Beech, Editor, 1934; William L. Stur-
devant, Editor, 1936; Haynes Tompson, Edi-
tor, 1941; and Charles McBurney, Editor,
1948. :

COROLLA

E. H. Hawkins, Editor, 1918, Howard E.
Pill, Editor, 1920; Jack Hines, Business Man-
ager, 1942; Willis Darby, Editor, 1944-45;
James Moore, Editor, 1947; James L. Beech,
Editor, 1948; Robert Goodseil, Business
Manager, 1955; and Frank N. Savage, Jr,
Editor, 1956. '

RAMMER JAMMER

Harry Pritchett, Business Manager, 1929;
William M. Cochrane, Business Manager,
1932; Frank Allen, Business Manager, 1932;
Clarence P, Person, Jjr., Business Manager,
1935; Rexford L. Wheeler, Business Manag-
er, 1938; George McBurney, Editor, 1939;
Charles McBurney, Editor, 1943; James
Cobb, Business Manager, 1943; and Roland
Geddie, Business Manager, 1954.

Theta chapter is proud of the fine scho-
lastic average which it has held throughout
the years. While not many of its members
have been “straight A” students, the chap-
ter has kept an average far above that of
the all-men’s average for the campus.

Men who have made Phi Beta Kappa
throughout the years are: William A. Rose,
Jr., 1923; Edward H. Pritchett, 1926; William
M. Cochrane, 1932; Turner Cameron, Jr.,
1936; Robert B. Stewart, 1938; Willis Bid-
good, 1944; and Charles H. Smith, 1951.

Theta Chapter has always enjoyed hav-
ing men who have been outstanding in
campus politics. These were elected to cam-
pus offices after hard campaigns, and many
of the brothers helped with these carh-
paigns. Among these men are:
- J. L. Cawthon, Jr., President, Senior
Class, 1918; Andrew J. Thomas, President,
Senior Law Class, 1920; Harry Pritchett,
President, School of A and S, 1929; William
C. Hines, Who's Whe, 1937-3% Willis- Dar«
by Who’s Who, 1945; James L. Beech, Who’s
Who, Editor Corolla, 1947; Art Lukens, Sec.~
Treas., S. G. A, 1948; Ed O’Connell, Inter-
fraternity Couneil Pres., 1950; McLin Hum-
pidge, Pro-tem Pres., Student Legislature,
1951; Carey Mellingswortk, Whe's Who, 1952;
Max McLaughlin, Who's Whe, 1952; Jack
Nolan, President, Law Scheol, 1952; Jack
Humpidge, Who’s Who, 1952; Roger Deming,
Division Commander, Army R.O.T.C., 1953;
Miller Widemire, Division Commander, Air
R.O.T.C.,, 1954; Miller Widemire, V. Presi-
dent, S.G.A., Who’s Who, 1954; Laurence 7.
Bliss, Divisien Cemmander, Army R.O.T.C.,
1954; Douglas Lanferd, Jr., President, Law
School, 1954; John F. Moore, V. Presiiient,
S.G.A., 1955; Moore and Lanford weré also
members of Who’s Who.

Corolla, A
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An Editorial - And Greefings ToAll
~ Brothers In Theta

OUR FIRST CENTURY - - -
AND OUR NEW CHALLENGE

The placid days of 1855, when South-
ern culture was at its zenith, and the warm,
still May 11th at Tuscaloosa City Hall, where
four young men, John Mason Martin, Theo-
ore Pearce, John J. Harris and Waltér C.
Roper had just become Theta Chapter of
Phi Gemma Delta, are truly notable.

‘Tt is difficult to believe that 100 years
ago on a typical Tuscaloosa spring day,
four young men walked out of the court
house Phi Gams, the originators of Theta
Chapter, which now magnificently repre~
sents the fruition of the four original mem-
ber’s decision, ‘ : ‘

-Today, 1955, Theta Chapter of Phi Gam-
ma Delta embarks upon a new epoch, the
second century of fraternity life on the
University campus. The next 100 years is
a great challenge to the present members
and those to come. ; ‘

Our growth in the future depends upon
the wav we meet the challenge of the future
world represented in a state of continuous-
flux- the challenge is not only to today's
youth to order the affairs of the world - it'is
a challenge to every living Phi Gam to pre-
serve that which Mason, Pearce, Harris and
Roper - consumated 10 decades ago.

From Theta’s early history there have
been hostile elements which wished to affect
its' dissolution and all other societies like
it. In its very earliest period of growth,
Theta was forced into a ‘sub rosa’ existence
by faculty members who, through a lack
of understanding of the purposes and char.
acter of ‘secret societies, sought the diseon-
tinuance of their active life on the campus.

The combination of the burning of .the
University by Union troops in 1865 and the:
continued disapproval of ‘secret sociefles’
expressed by the faculty kept the chapter
from reorganizing until June 3, 1901, when
it was revived permanently.

The first half century was difficult; how-
ever Theta emerged as an active social
group. This marks a definite period in the
evolution of this chapter and of the Ameri-
can fraternity system in totom; for the late
19tb and early 20th Centuries witnessed a
great stir of activity in fraternities extant
at that time and also evidenced the birth of
36 new social fraternities.

‘The “Renaissance” movement of fra-
ternalism at the turn of the century has
since been perpetuated by the fraternity
. man’s acceptance of the ideals of associa-
tion with men of similar aspirations and
interests. ”

The bond of . fraternity loyalty and
friendship dedicated to the advancement of
the entire society even beyond the bounds
of a single lifetime, carries its affect into
future generations, as is evidenced by John
Mason Martin and his brothers. These tenéts
have gained alraost universal respect and
admiration for the concept of fraternities
as a force among our young people.

However there are some few false van-
guares of ideas which even though clothed

in the vestal purity of democracy lose sight -

of the very fundaments of this philosophy.

The intellectual leaders, who have pracs
tically succeeded in dissolving all fraternity
and sorority groups in New York, appear
simply as persons unacquainted with the

tenor of these societies or persons who un-
wittingly deny the existence of basic traits
of our democracy and nature.

Our critics say that we sacrifice demo-
cratic ideals by membership in a fraternity
because it is by nature selective. The fallacy
in this thesis is apparent, as fraternities,

" vparticularly social fraternities, are indigen-

ous only to the U. S. and Canada. Most fra-
ternities are governed by strict democratic
principles and new members are selected
on the basis of their adherence to the com-
mon beliefs and by the use of a democratic
vote.

Some might accuse fraternities of split-
ting the society into small factions. This
is in direct denial of the basic human ftrait
of all times, for men have always gravita-
ted towards others who share their goal
and tastes. The clique is a permanent part
of the human scheme.

The shape that our future will take
rests directly on the ability of the present
men of Theta and Phi Gamma Delta and
those to come. Our destinies in the new
century will be moulded by the willingness
and ability to support and propogate the
ideals of the Fraternity of Phi Gamma Del-
ta. We are well qualified for the challenge
of the next 100 years, as we are fortified by
the vast heritage of ideas and are part of
great traditions bequeathed us from the
struggle “of the men of the first century of
Theta’s growth.

A CENTENNIAL MESSAGE
FROM STATE CHAIRMAN

. A century of friendship is the theme ot
our Centennial.

The chain of brotherhood of Theta
Chapter of Phi Gamma Delta has endured
for one-hundred years at the University of
Alabama despite the War Between the
States,  Reconstruction, the Spanish-Amer-
ican War, World War I, the Great Depress-
ior, World War II, Korea, and the Cold War.

Institutions which survive for one-hun-
dred years have a secret for their success.

The secret of Theta Chapter’s success
is no secret at all. It is embodied in the
open motto of Phi Gamma Delta which 1s,
“Friendship, the Sweetest Influence.”

It is the kind of friendship which does
not end with the baccalaureate address. It
endures beyond college days-and is renew-
ed year after year when the alumni gather
together class by class at the annual Pig
Dinners.

It is the kind of friendship that made
the State Centennial Committee’s task of
assisting the Active Chapter with the cele-
bration a genuine pleasure’ and privilege.
Credit for success of th occasion belongs
to the individual members of Theta Chap-
ter, members of other chapters adopted by
Theta, and the fine ladies who are their
wives, mothers, sisters and relatives. The re-
sponse was prompt and enthusiastic regard-
less of the job assigned.

Alumni and active members who are for-
tunate enough to attend the Centennial cele-
bration should give devout thanks for the
rare privilege of witnessing this very im-
portant event. Those who gather together
to renew old friendships will have passed to
the stars before the second Centennial, It
is indeed the opportunity of a lifetime.

We have logked back upon a glorious
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history, the renown deeds of distinguishe
members, and the quiet, happy lives of ma
of us with our cherished fraternity frien
ships.

We have endured. We have a pron
tradition behind us. Son has followed fath
on the chapter membership roll.

Now, we can look to the bright futur

In an uncertain world where there a
those who would destroy man’s free-
his finer instincts of brotherhood, and ew
his soul, friendship will be the shining lig
to guide Theta Chapter of Phi Gamx
Delta over the second, successful hundmp
years.

Fraternally, 5

Homer Bryant

State Centennial Chair~>
&

GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT

In a few davs we will be in the mid
of the biggest celebration in the history
Theta Chapter. This event will be the r
sult of many months of planning and ha
work on the part of the alumni and ar**
chapter. To us undergraduates, this occ:
will be especially memorable, not only b
cause of the privilege of being in the cha
ter at this time, but also for the opportuni
of seeing the redecoration of the chapt
house.

A hearty “thank you” to the alumni ar
friends of the Fijis who picked up tl
check for the much needed repairs and r
placement of furniture. It was indeed r
freshing to see the enthusiasm shown 1
the alumni Centennial Committee in wor!
ing on the redecoration and making pla
for the celebration.

Last year, in realization of the aew
need for new furniture and general interie
repairs, the active chapter set up a fur
which the members pay into each year
be used for future interior repairs. Stim:
lated by the zeal shown by the alumni la
fall in redecoration plans, we began takir
stock of work we could do ourselves. T?
freshmen painted and tiled the upstai
hall, the basement was painted and we pla
to have a side walk laid by next week.

House spirit and unify is at an all-tim
high as we look ahead to the anniversar
celebration. We urge you to be with us ¢
April 22-23 to wind up the first hundre
years of accomplishment at Theta. :

’ Fraternally,
Robert Goodsell
President.

ks
e Sk s

THANKS FROM THE CHAPTER
The White Star of Phi Gamma Del
is being polished to a new luster. The polis
ing material has been the enthusiasm ar
hearty fraternal brotherhood generated 1
you, our brothers not now on campus. Yo
spark has caught among the undergraduat
and our contribution will be measured
your enthusiasm at the Centennial Celebr
tion. :
To these events the Brothers in tl
Chapter are looking forward with renews
faith and love of our fraternity. It will °
for us a great honor and privilege to |
among you at the Centennial Pig Dinne
dance, and reception in honor of our on
hundred years at Alabama. Renewing mer
ories of these one-hundred years is a pe
sonal joy to each of the undergraduates.
Thank you for your contribution in the
many facets. See you the weekend of Api
22nd.

Fraternally, <

Miller A. Widemire °’

Centennial Chairman

5
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[ Phi Gams Share In National Fame
i Of Alabama 's Noted Crimson Tide

* ror the first nine years of football history
on this campus, Theta chapter was not ex-
tant, therefore since this is primarily an ac-
count of the prominence of Theta men in
Alabama football, this history should be-
zin with the year of our final reorganiza-
“:0n-1901.

The genesis of football at the Univer-
<ity came in 1892. The first team was coach-
«d by E. B. Beaumont and captained by W.
G. Little: this team completed a moderately
successful season with two wins and two

-ses.
B The first association of Theta with foot-
ball was in 1901 through A. M. Donahdo.
Donahoo distinguished himself in the first
came of the season by scoring twice against

ne University of M1s51ss1pp1 His second

core was described in ALABAMA’S CRIM-
~ON TIDE, “Donahoo received the kickoff
and aided by good blocking made a sensa-
tional run of 90 yards for a touchown.”

E Donahoo was one of the most versatile ex-
ponents of Theta football, as he played right
tackle as well as one of the backfield posi-
t.ons. He was mentioned prominently again
i+ the game against Auburn as a defensive
«-andout, “the fine tackling of Donahoo fea-
tired Alabama’s play.” . -

The following year Theta was represent-
ed by J. C. B. Gwin, playing one of the most

ignominious positions on the team, center.
Gwin undoubtedly featured prominently
that season, as he was the only center the
Umverszty had.

From 1903 to 1905, Phi Gam’s controlléd
one-third of the positions on the line, with
Gwin returning to play center and R. G.
Redden holding a place at one of the guards.

1905 to 1921 is the first lean period in
Theta’s representation; however in 1921 we
had another Phi Gam on the team in the
person of W .C. Baty, who next year was fo
distinguish himself as a great right half.

1922 marks the greatest single year in
the period of the evolution of “big time
football” per se at the University, and Theta
chapter had a large part in this dynamic
year in the development of Alabama foot-
ball. We had two great halfbacks on this
team, W. C. Baty and Paul Graham McClin-
tock, Sr.

This season was described by Charles
Bernier, athletic director at that time who
had the greatest part in shaping the destiny
of University football, saying, “The season of
1922 was the real beginning of national reé-
ognition for the University of Alabama. It
was the first time an Alabama team had
played and defeated a big eastern Univer-
sity.”

Baty was the first to gain recognition in
this season as he scored the first and only
touchdown scored against Texas in that séa-
son. It was our fifth game and we lost by
a close score, 19 to 10.

The next game, our sixth, against the
University of Pennsylvania was the game
which was to shock the nation and start
Alabama on its career .as a big football
power and put them in the Rose Bowl three
years later.

The decision to play this game was
made by Mr. Bernier and Dr. Denny in the
presidents office. The decision came after
Dr. Denny hesitated and finally consented

* to send our team to Philadelphia.

The outcome was a 9-7 victory for the
Tide. Bernier said of this victory, “. . . it
electrified the entire country . . . it was so
unusual for a southern team to play and
actually defeat a great eastern power.”

McClintock and Baty were offensive
standouts in the game in which Baty, the
smallest man on the field, was slugged by
Thurman, the big All-American tackle of
Penn. This attempt to slow down Alabama’s

Theta Trackmen Set
Intramurals Record

B Fiji cinder-men, in winhing the annual
fall campus track and field championship,
eompiled unofficially more points than have
ever been scored in intramural competition
i. University records since 1940,

Five first places gave the championship
to the Phi Gams handily as they finished
well ahead of the second place team ana
elose to forty points ahead of the thira
place team.

8 Fiji men qualified in all events they
entered and captured five first places on
t.e final day of the meet.

Softball Team Has
Good 1955 Start

Theta’s softball team has made excellent
progress in the intramural softball league.
Due to the pitching of Robert Cochrane and
strong team batting, we have won two of the
three games played thus far.

The first two games against the Alpha
Sigma Phis and the Phi Kappa Sigmas were
victories for the Phi Gam squad. These two
games saw the Theta team building up a
sizable lead and holding it to defeat our
first two opponents.

The last game against the Phi Delta
Thetas was a defeat in a closely contested
game going an extra inning,
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offensive drive cost Penn, as Thurman was
excluded from the game and Penn. was
penalized.

Baty played his last season with Mec-
Clintock in 1923. However, McClintock was
back again in 1924, playing left end that sea-
son. Alabama won its first conference chani-
pionship in 24 and McClintock was elected
captain of the team. for 1925.

McClintock did not return until the
season of 1927, missing the undefeated s€a-
sons of 25 and 26 in which we defeated
Washington and tied Stanford in our first
two Rose Bowl games, .

"

Frank Thomas became coach of The
Crimson Tide in, 1931 and two Phi Gams
played under him from '31 to ’34, D. M., Coch-
rane, back, and Mose Swain, end. This was
the beginning of Coach Thomas’ highly suc-
cessful teams; for during this period Ala-
bama won 24 and lost only 4 games. .

The second lean period of Theta repre-
sentation in Alabama football came from ’34
to ’49. In 1950 we placed two men on the
University squad, Tom Selman and Van
Marcus, both at tackle spots.

Red Drew coached these last exponents
of Theta on Alabama teams. Both of these
men played outstanding games on defense
and offense and Marcus played in the
Orange Bowl Jan. 1, 1953, when we defeated
Syracuse handily. Marcus was the last Phi
Gam to play on a University team and the
only one ever to play an Orange Bowl ganie.

Tennis, Bowling Other
Sports Gain Interest

- In intramural competition this year, Phi
Gam has figured prominently, placing first

~in Pan Hellenic tennis doubles and first in

the fall campus track and field event.

In other events we have also done cred-
itably, as we placed second in bowling, sec-
ond in horse shoes and made good showings
in the ping pong tournament and intra-
mural foothall.

Our athletic endeavors this spring are
directed toward softball and golf. Interest in
the chapter always runs high in the intra-
mural sports, and wide participation by our
membership is usually taken in all activities.



Meet The Alumni Who Have Directed

Planning For Theta's Centennial

WILLIAM HOMER BRYANT

William Homer Bryant, Jr., was born on
February 4, 1915, in Anniston. Alabama,
where he also completed his ei¢mentary and
high school education. In 1935 he entered the
University of Alabama in the School of Com-
merce and Business Administration and dur-
ing the same year, Mr. Bryant was initiated
into this chapter. As an outstanding mem-
ber, Mr. Bryant was recognized for -his
ability; the chapter elected him as chapter
treasurer for the consecutive years of 1938
and 1939, the year of his graduation. While
at Alabama, Mr. Bryvant became a member of
Alabama Quadrangle and served on the
CRIMSON-WHITE staff. He was drafted in-
to the U. S. Army Air Force in 1942 anxd
served until 1946 when He was discharged
with the rank of captain. Mr. Bryant has re-
marked that his duties in the service could
ke stated as, “chair-bourne.” At present Mr.
Bryant is connected with the ‘investmer'lt
firm of Odess, Martin and Herzberg, Inc. in
Tuscaloosa. As chairman of the State Cen-
tennial Committee, his interest and entfiu-
siasm has been of invaluable aid to the fra-

HARLAN C. MEREDITH

FRED MAXWELL

ternity, especially during this centennial

- year,

Harlan C. Meredith was born in Tusca-
loosa, Alabama, on September 1, 1920. He is
a local product in the truest sense of the
word. He received his education in the pub-
lic schools of Tuscaloosa, graduating from
the high school in 1937. He then enrolled at
the University of Alabama as a major ih
Insurance and Real Estate in the School of
Commerce. Brother Meredith was actively
associated with Phi Gamma Delta during his
four undergraduate years, and served as
historian in 1939-40. His activities were not
confined to the fraternity alone, however, as
he served as a member of the business staff
of the “Crimson-White,” on “A” Book busi-
ness staff, and Pershing Rifles. He was grad-
uated from the university in 1941 and went
to Hartford, Connecticut, for insurance study.
Brother Meredith entered the U. S. Navy as
an Ensign in January 1942, He served over
a period of five years, most of his duty
aboard aircraft carriers. He is at present a
Lieutenant Commander in the Naval Re-
serve and served as Commarding Officer of
the Organized Naval Reserve Unit in Tus-
caloosa for three years following World War
II. Brother Meredith was Purple Legionnaire
for Theta Chapter for two and a half years
from the fall of 1952 to the spring of 1955.
He is Vice President of the YMCA ef Tus-
caloosa County; Member, Board of Direct-
ors, Southern Area Council, National Coun-
cil of Y.M.C.A’s.; Member, Board of Dea-
cons, First Presbyterian Church, Tuscaloosa;
Past President, Tuscaloosa Exchange Club:
past Vice-president, Junior Chamber of Com-
merce. He is now active as a partner in the
firm of Owen Meredith & Sons, Insurance
and Real Estate, He is married to the form-
er Miss. Mary Anne Norton and has two
daughters, He is now serving as treasurer
for the State Centennial Committee.

Fred R. Maxwell, Jr. is a graduate of
Theta chapter in the class of 1911, He en-
tered the University in 1906, received a B. S.
in ’11, an M. E. in ’12, and E. E. in ’23. While
an undergraduate, Brother Maxwell had the
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ALFRED ROSE

rare distinction of holding each of the {
offices in the fraternity. He first served
historian, then corresponding secretary,
cording secretary, treasurer, and presids
He was editor of the THETA FIJI for
years. He was president when funde: w
raised to finance the present chapter ho
and appointed the committee that w-
sponsible for the building of the first hou
Brother Maxwell attended the first Pz D
ner and is now serving as Consultant |
gineer for the University.

William Alfred Rose is a graduate
Theta chapter; he received an A. B. deg
in 1921 and an L.L.B. in 1923 both from !
University of Alabama. He also receive¢
J.D. at Yale in 1924. While an undergradu.
at Theta he served as corresponding sec
tary of the fraternity and our representat
on the Men’s Intrafraternity Council. On
state Centennrial committee, Brother R
is serving as historian and has just comp
ted a history of Theta Chapter which w
appear in the fraternity’s national magazi
He is engaged in the practice of law in £

- mingham and is a member of the law {i

of White, Bradley, Arant, All & Rose. He
a member of the National Conference
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws:
past president of the Birmingham Lit
Theatre, a member of Phi Beta Kappa, 1
Delta Phi and a contributor of numerc
articles to legal publications.

. 9

Hayse Tucker is the only member
the Centennial executive committee who
not a graduate of Theta chapter. Brott
Tucker is a . graduate of Colorado Colle
the class of 1918. While a student at Co
rado he was president of the chapt
Another distinction he gained while an t
dergraduate was president of the stude
body of Colorado College. Brother 'Luck
is a member of two honorary fraterniti
ODK from the University of Alabama, a
TKA, from Colorado College. He is cha
man of the arrangements committee on t
State Centennial Committee. His prese
occupation is president and owner of Tuc
er Motor Company in Tuscaloosa. He t
been president of the Tuscaloosa Hotel Ci
poration; a former State Senator and t
director of the Department of Finance
the State of Alabama.

HAYSE TUCKER' 7



Special Ackno-wledgmenté
For Assistance Given In
| Centennial Celebration

The graduates and undergraduates of
Theta chapter wish to give special acknow-
ledgement to the following persons who’s
& lent zeal for Phi Gamma Delta has made
this Centennial a success. Their genuine
e -husiasm and untiring efforts have been
t..e prime factor in the successful manage-
ment of this celebration.

The members of the State Executive
Committee have been the leaders of this
program organizing and controlling the af-
fairs of the celebration. They are to be
¢ mmended for the responsibility that they

. have so well accepted. The State Committee
is headed by Chairman Homer Bryant, '39,
with John Bradley, ’12, as state honorary
¢ airman. The committee Ieaders iInclude
Harlen Meredith, ’41, Treasurer; Alfred
Rose, ’21, Historian; Fred Maxwell, ’10,
Crairman of the House Repairs and Re-
{ rnishing Committee; and Carey Hollings-
worth, 51, Past Theta President.

Representives of the State Commitfee
have been busy contacting the alumni of
their various districts and classes and rais-
irg funds for the celebration and house
f rnishings. The result of their work has
been shown in the great response that The-
ta Chapter has received throughout the
< :te. The members of this committee are
as follows: Dr., John M. Gallalee, President
emeritus of the
Robert G. Redden, ’05; Frank L. Grove, ’09;
Charles Marsh ’10; Fred R. Maxwell ’10;
Charles R. Wiggins, ’13; Judge James E.
Livingston, ’17; Harry J. White, ’17; Hayse
Tucker, ’18; Gordon D. Palmer, ’19; Walter
W. Kennedy, ’20; Howard E. Pill, ’20; Frank
N. Savage, ’20; Frank Hardy, °24; Ogden
Shropshire, °24; Charles E. Tweedy, '26;
George E. Sledge, 27; Charles J. Kettler,
‘... Dean James H. Newman, ’29; William' M.
Cochrane, ’31; Lee Bains, ’34; Marlin Moore,
24: Edward W. Brownell, '35; Mims Rogers,
">0; Alexander Foreman, '36; William C.
Hines, ’36; Winthrop M. Hallett, Jr., ’37;
Llewellyn P. Bricken, ’38; Rebun Bell, '39;
George E. Turner, ’39; Wilfred Galbraith,
'41; Charles C. Hall, Jr., ’41; Marvin T. Or-
mond, ’'41; Felix Helms ’'43; Alexander S.
Lacy, 43; William F. Flurry, ’46; Charles
W. Thomas, ’49; James H. Ledbetter, '53;
Miller Widemire, '54; Harry B. Ayers; ’57.

Special thanks are to be given to Bro-
ther Hayse Tucker, ’18, Chairman of the
Committee on Arrangements. Brother Tuck-
er has been a strong leader from the be-
ginning, being one of the strong.influences
behind the Centennial program. Others be-
sides those on the State Centennial Com-
mittee who have assisted Brother Tucker
are:

From the active chapter: Bobby Good-
sell, ’56, Theta President; Henry Bright, ’55;
C. B. Thomason, ’55; Blucher Cooper, 54;
James Dewberry, °58; Larry Bliss, ’54; Nor-
man Savage, *56; Charles E. Bounds, ’57;

i Alumni: James Cobb, '43; Byron Morris,
Jr., ’49; Dr. William D. Anderson, ’26; Harry
Hawkins, ’40; Mitchell F. Hall, Jr., '46; John
Ben Bomar, ’36.

A certain grace and charm evidence
the effect of the feminine touch in the ar-
rongement and we are sincerely grateful
to Mrs. Robert Cochrane, Mrs. Lucille Penn,
Theta Housemother, and Mrs. William D.
Anderson. v

Our thanks go to Brother Helms, 43,

University of Alabama;™

who donated all of the stationery used durj
ing the Centennial. .

Col. Harry M. Ayers, father of Harry
B. Ayers, ’57, contributed $100 to the Cen-
tennial fund. We are sincerely grateful fo
Mr. Ayres for his interest and friendly at-
titude toward our chapter.

Dewberry Engraving Company engrav-
ed the Centennial invitations at cost. Our
thanks go to Mr. Dewberry, father of James
Dewberry, ’58.

We would like to acknowledge Mr. Or-
ville Lawson and the Vulcan Printing and
Lithographic Co. for their work in litho-
graphing the Centennial stationery.

Mr. Mason Nottingham, Jr., owner of
Nottingham Ine.,, drew the design for the
stationery and handled the mailing for the
Centennial. Our sincere thanks go to Mr.
Nottington,

The help and interest that we of Theta
Chapter have received for our Centennial
has been vast, and we wish to thank each
and all who have been so considerate and
thoughtful, for you are the ones who have
made our Centennial a success.

SOCIAL LIFE AT THETA SINCE 1930
(Continued from Page 9)
chapter that year, a lack of interest in social
matters was to be noted on the part of the
members. No house parties were held at all,
a thing which may seem strange to the pres-
ent membership.

Restricted finances caused a continua-
tion of social activities on a small scale in
1932-33. This did not mean that such matters
were entirely lacking in the chapter picture.
A series of buffet suppers and private chap-
ter dances were given. It was also in this
period that the privilege of bringing girls
into the house for dates was first extendéd
to the members,

The school year of 1933-34 saw a resur-
gance of campus-wide social activity on the
part of Theta. A large house dance was
held which was acclaimed widely as the
best of the year at 'Bama. The dance was
preceded by a dinner in honor of the mem-
bers and their dates. The usual series of
buffet suppers and private chapter dances
was held. A picnic was given in the spring
which served the twofold purpose of rush-
ing and pleasure.

A social event of long standing was ini-
tiated during the 1934-35 period. This “party”
was Thetas’ annual Christmas party for fhe
underprivileged children of Tuscaloosa. This
service to our community has been held
continually ever since.

The 1935-36 year saw a discontinuance of
a large chapter dance. The benefits of the
dance were seen to be outweighed by the
cost of such venture. Two dinner dances
were held the first semester and a series of
Saturday night parties the second. A “Dutch”
supper, attended by a large crowd of uni-
versity coeds, was also held during the sec-
ond semester. The final social fling of the
year was a house party held at Point Clear
on Mobile Bay.

The record for 1936-37 is missing, but
a large variety of activities is reported in
1938-39. The opening of school in the fall
saw the return of large group of members
to participate in the struggles of “rush
week.” The money which the chapter would
have spent on a large formal dance was put
aside to be used in many necessary repairs
of the chapter. A dinner dance was held in
March of that year which featured an ap-
propriate Easter .theme. In April the mem-
bers took their dates on a picnic which was
followed by a party at the house that eve-
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ning. A very successful Father and Son ban-
quet was held in the same month, :

The character of social life at Theta
Chapter remained in a similar vein until
World War II forced a curtailment of all
general activities. With the return of the
veterans and increased membership after
the war, the social maze assumed a wider
and more complex appearance.

A reception was given in honor of bro-
ther John M. Gallalee, then President of the
University of Alabama, and Thetas’ Purple
Legionnaire. Nine hundred persons attended
the event and may observers labeled it the
most successful function ever presented at
the university. In the same year, many house
dances were given which featured interest-
ing themes. Two of special note in that year
were a Gay Nineties party and a Hard
Times party. The basement playrooms were
completely reworked and refinished in that
year which added greatly to the entertain-
ment capabilities of the house. An addition
to the basement, which was to be known
as the “bamboo bar”, was built in that year.
A barbecue pit and fish pond were installed
in the back yard and furnished a charming
setting for many outdoor parties which
were held that spring.

In the most recent years, two parties
have crept into the social framework of
Theta Chapter and become events of an-
nual significance. These are the Roaring
Twenties party and the Fiji Island party.
The Twenties party is held each fall and
is attended by groups from all over the
campus in addition to the Fijis. The cos-
tumes are in Flapper style and a cup is
presented each year to the girl whose cos-
tume is deemed the most authentic. The
Fiji Island party features grass skirts and

* other primitive attire on the part of the

brothers and sarongs or similar garb on the
part of the dates. A feast is held, prior to
the soiree, around the fish pond in the back
yard. These two functions are among the
largest and most eagerly attended at the
university in recent years.

The art of dating, as practiced by the
modern Fiji, is a more casual event than
was experienced by his forbearers. A us-
ual afternoon at the Fiji house will find
several members and their dates enjoying
a game of bridge or a “horse opera” on
television. Oftentimes members will bring
dates to the noon and evening meals, a
practice which is a good one for freshmen
in particular, as they are required to bring
two dates into the house each week. On
weekends, when parties are not scheduled,
a goodly crowd can be found in the base-
ment enjoying an impromptu get-together.
In recent years many parties have been
held in Birmingham and Mobile following
football games. These parties ‘are open to
the .collegiate crowd in general and are
always crowded. This year Theta also gave
a party
Auburn-Alabama basketball game.

Rush parties have assumed an increas-
ing importance in recent years. This is
due to the large number of fraternities now
on campus and the decrease in the number
of enrolling freshmen each year. The whole

 system of rush parties has been expanded

to meet the problem. Anywhere from four
to six parties are held each year at the
chapter house. These parties feature house
dances, picnics, buffet suppers, and stag
smokers. A number of parties have also been
given in our strong areas around the state.
Many of the out of town functions are

© stag, in order to enhance the contact be-

tween the members and the rushees.

in Montgomery following an -
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