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Black Beach Mini Golf
1-Year Anniversary Celebration
Saturday, August 13, 2022
Mini Golf Tournament:
Adults ($20), Kids ($9)
Prizes for top finish!

Bean Bag Tournament
Drawings • Door Prizes
Come down and help us Celebrate!
For tournament details and to Sign Up
call 218-226-8455 or stop in.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
VA Dependency and Indemnity Compensation
By: Brad Anderson
My focus this week will be on one of the VA
benefits available to surviving dependents of
certain Veterans. If you're the surviving
spouse, child (under the age of 18 or under 23
if attending school), or parent (income applies)
of a service member who died in the line of
duty, or the survivor of a Veteran who died
from a service-related injury or illness, you
may be able to get a tax-free monetary benefit
called VA Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (VA DIC). As with most of my articles, the benefit details may be found on the
VA's website at www.va.gov/disability/dependency-indemnity-compensation/.
As a surviving spouse, you may be eligible
if you meet the following requirements. You
must have lived with the Veteran without break
until their death or if you were separated, you
were not at fault. Also, you married within 15
years of military service discharge, or you were
married for at least one year, or you had a child
with the Veteran. There are some restrictions
about remarrying after being granted DIC benefits. You may continue to receive compensation if you remarried on or after January 5,

2021, and you were 55 years of age or older.
The age is 57 if you remarried on or after December 16, 2003.
The DIC claim requires evidence showing
the Veteran died from a service-connected illness/injury or the Veteran did not die from a
service-connected illness/injury but was eligible to receive VA compensation for a service-connected disability rated as totally disabling for a certain period of time. First, service-connected death requires the VA serviceconnected disability to be listed on the death
certificate under cause of death as either immediate, underlying, or other contributing conditions. Please note that it is possible to have
death certificates updated with additional
causes. Non-service-connected deaths require
a VA totally disabling rating for a least 10 years
before their death, or since release from active duty and 5 years before death, or for at
least 1 year before death and were a former
POW.

dren would be covered under the surviving
spouse's claim. Contact your CVSO regarding eligibility and application requirements.
Brad Anderson is the Lake County Veterans
Service Officer and can be reached at
218.834.8326, or cvso@co.lake.mn.us
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Thanks for your service
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I have limited the scope of this article to surviving spouses of Veterans. Most eligible chil-
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