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Happy New Year
OUTREACH
2018 Outreach Spending
In 2018, DCC gave over 10% of our income to outreach. That total was $9,134.04 (down
from 2017, but up from 2016). Some of the money came from designated offerings – the rest
from our budget. Here’s a breakdown on how the money was spent:
From Budget
Chosen Meals
$2,406.90
Toiletry Pantry (Started in July)
1,801.04
Chosen – Easter Boxes
407.85
Camp Christian
275.00
Ohio Region/Disciples Mission Fund
303.32
Trailer Park Children’s Ministry
592.92
All Star Test Prep
47.95
Trunk or Treat
135.02
Week of Compassion (Hurricane Relief)
Donation for Camp Fees
Chosen/Serve City – Other (Incl. Souper Bowl)
Special Day Offerings
Grand Total
$5,970.00

From Designated Offerings
$

528.00
279.00
40.00
613.39
20.00
20.00

110.00
200.00
611.65
742.00
$3,164.04

Of course, this only counts monetary gifts. Other outreach giving includes the food we
donate for Chosen meals, toiletries for the Toiletry Pantry, the gifts given for the Trailer Park
Ministry and any other donations which may have been given without going through DCC’s
financial system.
Toiletry Pantry
Our next Toiletry Pantry will be Wednesday, January 2 from 5:00-6:30. Please arrive around
4:45 if you are helping. In 2018, we served 101 households (with 49 of those repeat

households) and 363 individuals. The bulletin board in the church hallways provides a
detailed breakdown of where these households are from. Please take time to look at it.
Chosen
Meals will be served at Chosen on January 9th and 10th. See Sign-up Sheets on the board.
Community Meals
We will prepare the January 25th Community Meal at the Zion Lutheran Church on Thursday
January 24th.
SOUPER BOWL LUNCHEON
On February 3rd (Super Bowl Sunday), we will again participate in the Nationwide Souper
Bowl of Caring. Look for sign-up sheets on January 20th and 27th. Soup pots will be
available for your donations two Sunday’s prior to the actual event. Then join us for a
delicious Soup Luncheon on February 3rd after church. Donations from this event will be
used to support our ministry to Chosen.

Habitat for Humanity – Rock the Block
We will be working with Habitat for Humanity to facilitate their “Rock the Block” event this
spring. Since is in keeping with our mission when we moved to the area, we agreed to join
them in this. Below is an excerpt from an email sent to us from Jen Kephart, their Volunteer
Services and Program Manager describing the project:
I’m hopeful your church may join us as a community partner with Rock the Block on
April 13, 2019. Rock the Block is an extension of our work to revitalize neighborhoods one
family, one block, one street at a time. Residents and volunteers team up for a one-day blitz
to repair, refresh, and restore a neighborhood where Habitat is currently building.
My hope is that Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) will serve as the home base for
the event on Saturday, April 13, 2019. As the home base, we would aim to host a kick-off
large team meeting and a closing ceremony outside in your parking lot or inside if there is
light rain. We would need to partner with your church all day as volunteers will come and go.
Rock the Block hosts around 300 volunteers and we serve up to 15 families that are in need
of minor exterior home repairs.

In addition to serving as the home base for the event, may we partner with your
church to host the weekly planning meetings (Wednesdays, 2 pm to 3:30 pm, starting
on January 9th and running through April 10th? We need a meeting space that can hold
up to 30 guests. Most planning meetings will include around 15 members max. Most of the
planning members are Habitat staff and Fairfield Township staff. As planning picks up
momentum, we recruit more planning members along the way.
Yours in service,
Jen
Jen visited with us for Worship on Dec. 23rd, and is planning to come again this month. She
was also at the January Toiletry Pantry to let our neighbors know what is happening. We
have been invited to participate in their planning meetings. If you’d like to join with this
project, please feel free to do so. More information will be provided in future newsletters.

EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP
Baby Lily
Bonnie and David welcomed Miss Lily Elaine Goodwin on December 21st. She weighed 7
lbs, 8 oz and was 20+ inches long. We’re all thankful for a healthy baby and that the entire
family is doing well. Lily will be dedicated during the worship service on January 20th. If
you’d like to participate in a “meal train” to provide a little extra help to the family during this
first month, go to https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/7l91dn or contact Cindy Williams (503680-5767) if you need assistance with this.
Bonnie is now on maturity leave. While she is gone, Carol Oetzel will be serving as our
minister through January. She will preach at all services and has agreed to provide any
pastoral visits/care needed during this time. She is not available in February, so John
Pendergest has agreed to fill the pulpit on Feb 3 and 17. The remaining 2 Sundays will be
filled by Rev. Steve Tossey. During the month of February, all pastoral and visitation needs
will be filled by John Pendergest and the Elders.
It is important that the congregation understand that during the December 19-February 27
portion of her maternity leave, Bonnie will not be available for pastoral duties, which means
she will do no visitation and no counseling. Please contact any of the Elders or John
Pendergest to arrange for these needs. Current Elders are Dave and Margaret Adamson,
John and Kathy Baughman, Jana Mullins, and Cindy Williams.
Men’s Group
Due to many other events and illness, we did not have our Christmas Gathering/Meeting in
December.
We are hoping to hit the ground rolling in January and start to work on a variety of items,
which include, but are not limited to fundraisers and Fellowship, meet with the men's group
from the Kemper Road Disciples Christian Church, as they would like to talk with us to see
how we were able to regroup the men of the church and form the Men’s Group and be so

successful even with a small congregation. We talked about having them come to one of our
meetings in early 2019 and we would have a very condensed meeting and then have pizza
brought in for us to mingle, share some thoughts, ideas with them and let them ask questions
of our group. We will probably try to do this in March and I know that they are looking forward
to meeting with us. One of the items to discuss is possibly doing a project together that would
impact the community. One such project could be in conjunction with the Sleep in Heavenly
Peace Program. Sleep in Heavenly Peace Program is a group of volunteers dedicated to
building, assembling and delivering top-notch bunk beds to children and families in need. All
children deserve a safe, comfortable place to lay their heads. Across the US, too many boys
and girls go without a bed—or even a pillow—to sleep on.
Hoping that those that were not able to attend the past month(s) meeting will join us January
8th, which will be our next Men's Group meeting and will be a time of fun and fellowship.
Keep in mind that God has called us to be the Men of the Church and to be leaders and
Disciples. We know things come up, but we also need to make the time for Him to participate
as Leaders of His Church! So please mark your calendars for this, it is the same time every
month – the second Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm, unless a special time is set.
We will continue to address growth in Spirituality with Andy Stanley and have some brief
discussions as we continue to focus on becoming the men that God made us to be by
viewing "It's Personal" with Andy Stanley. This series is about how “You don't have to
understand everything to believe in something.” We will review session 3 of "It's Personal"
with Andy Stanley, at our January meeting
Keep in mind this is a relaxed environment and does not require deep theological processing,
we are simply a group of guys having a discussion. We hope that those that were not able to
attend our last meeting will join us on January 8th, for an evening of fun and fellowship.
Blessings to all!
Next meeting will be January 8th at 7 PM at DCC.
The Men’s Group
A Christmas Note from Helen Deaton
Helen sent a Christmas note:
A New Name
Scripture: Philippians 1:9-11
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow…every tongue confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord.
Seems like only yesterday people were planning a big entrance into a new century. The little
Baptist Church I often attend during my summers in Michigan entered the new century by
completing an extensive renovation of an addition to its beloved old storm-weathered
building. Loving concern was given to the selection of a new name, “Our Father’s House,”
was proudly displayed in a prominent place in time for the dedication service. Having read a
challenging letter from their pastor concerning his prayers and hopes for their future work
together, I wrote the following poem reflecting my own desires for that church and for any
church anywhere.

OUR FATHER’S HOUSE
This is our Father’s House
So let us oft’ proclaim
All that we do within these walls
Must glorify Jesus’ name.
We’ll welcome all who come
For refuge from sin and strife
And help them find blessed peace of mind
As we share God’s gift of Life.
This is our Father’s House,
A holy place of prayer;
And as we meet at his Mercy Seat,
We’ll find the savior there,
We’ll raise a hymn of praise
To the One who reigns o’re all,
And know he’ll heed prayers for those in need
When in Jesus’ name we call.
This is a House of Love
So in all we say and do
Let others know where-e’re they go
God loves them and we love them too.
Let’s serve in Jesus’ name
People torn by sin and strife
And share with love from our God above
His gift of eternal Life.
Now here we are with 2018 nearing its end. Once again as Christian followers we gather in
our churches to make a vicarious Christmas journey to Bethlehem to kneel in adoration
before a crude little stable and to let our love proclaim it Our Father’s House. Was it a
perfect birthing place for a Long-Awaited-Child? a King? a Savior? Some would answer
“No.” But it’s the place God chose, and now the whole world stands in awe of the miracle
that occurred in that humble place. Returning to our usual place of worship even more aware
of our own short-comings, we well may ask: Is our church truly Our Father’s House? Is it a
perfect place for rebirth, healing? renewal? praise? prayer? service? Some will say “No.”
But it’s the place God chose! And if we rededicate ourselves and our church to letting God’s
love flow through us to others, generations yet to come may kneel here to worship the Christ
and then stand in awe of the miracles that God performed in this humble place, Our Father’s
House.

Prayer: Our Father, thank you for being willing to dwell in our imperfect hearts, our imperfect
homes and in our imperfect churches. May your love make them holy. In Jesus’ name,
Amen
Helen A. Deaton
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year…. Helen A. Deaton
Care Ministry
As part of my role as a commissioned Minister and in conjunction with leading the care
ministry, I find myself being the recipient of blessings when I am there to be a blessing to
others. I find this whether it is in preparing and distributing cards for birthdays, anniversaries,
get well, thinking of you and/or sympathy cards. I also find this when making phone calls to
someone in the congregation, or visiting someone who may be in the hospital, recuperating
at home or as a shut in at home or at some facility. I get the opportunity to just sit there and
listen to what is going on in their life at that moment and see the release of stress as they get
to talk things out. I also get to experience the joy in some of the special events that they talk
about. Then there are those times that they are sharing their fears, concerns, and anxieties
and again seeing some relief as they express these things. One of the areas that I feel most
blessed with is when dealing with those that are either experiencing or going through the
process of dying and passing through to the next life.
Recently I have had the opportunity to be with someone who is going through an illness that
is bringing on new challenges in life and watching them do this with such grace. I also have
had the opportunity to experience watching someone who is caring for their child, while they
themselves are dealing with a number of issues, but love is conquering any issues or
concerns. At the same time watching the joy of a childlike personality even though this young
man will turn 60 in February. As I'm sure you have figured it out, I am referring to Donny
Garnett. Jeri and I were blessed to visit with Marie and Donny and the timing could not have
been more perfect. Now I am not saying that because we arrived just in time for ice cream
and bingo, not that that did not add to the blessings, but to watch the joy and excitement in
Donny as he ate his ice cream and also as he played bingo. As I watched him, I thought of
the Prayer of St. Francis that I shared with you last month, the parts of the love. Joy, and
light, and how watching Donny enjoying life to the fullest and showing everyone that when
you think things could be really hard and even depressing that he could teach us all a lesson.
Watching Marie, I thought of the words love. Joy, faith, hope and giving, as she exuded all
of these in her caring and caretaking for Donny, as you could tell this was her life and that
through her giving she will receive eternal life. As Marie will turn 92 in January, she amazed
me in how all of these characteristics gave her strength and the ability to continue to care for
and to watch over her child. As we begin the new year, I give you an opportunity to start off
the new year by giving of yourself and sending a birthday card to Marie in January and to
Donny in February. It doesn't take much time, money or effort, but the value of doing this will
bring a great return and will give you the opportunity to start the year off with “Lord, make me
an instrument of your peace.”
Blessings!!!
The Care Ministry Team
We are here for You!!!

WORSHIP
Worship Leader Schedule
Jan.

6
13
20
27
Feb. 3
10
17
24

Dean Schmidt
Terry White
Cindy Williams
Pete Ayers
Linda Ashbrook
Jan Richards
Claudette Thomas
Diane Kinner

777-3738
829-5690
680-5767
777-8530
868-9393
777-7436
894-6140
317-3474

Christmas Decorations
Alas, the time has come. We need to take down the Christmas decorations. We will do so
following worship on January 6th. Please stay to help if you can.
Advent Sunday – Peace Candle and Memorial Tree
On Sunday, December 9, 2018, the light from the second Advent candle, the Candle of
Peace was lit to remind us our preparation of God's peace entering into this Christmas
season. We also decorated and honored our Memorial Tree with beautiful Christmas bulbs
with a name of a past church member who has passed. Many blessings to these past
members and their families.
Peace to all!

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
December 2018 Financial Report
During 2018, we dealt with the higher than planned expenses due to the water mitigation and
safety issues by pulling extra money out of investments. You saw that in the financial reports
at the Congregational Meeting. What we didn’t deal with until now was lower than
anticipated income. During 2018, some were not able to fulfill their pledges. That meant that
we depleted the $2,385 General Fund balance we started 2018 with and had a General Fund
Balance of negative $2,785. We are once again dipping into our designed funds to support a
positive checkbook balance. After getting Trustee approval, I took extra money from our
investments to remedy this situation. Keep in mind, while 2018 was a tough year financially;
it’s not always like that. In 2017 we were to take $2,124 from investments to support the
budget, but didn’t need to take any of that. In 2016, we took out far less than planned to
support the budget. I don’t see this problem reoccurring in 2019.
Also note – we’ve received a 2019 offering in 2018. That amount is deposited in the
checking account and the giver credited in 2018. I am reflecting that money as being
deposited on 1/1/19 so it’s not in the checking account balance below. It’s much easier for
me to keep track of how we’re doing financially if all giving for 2019 is reflected in 2019 in my
systems.
Checking Account Balance at 12/31/2018: $3,440.28
Investment Account Balance (DCEF): $288,033.74
December Income (Offerings): $6,411.55 actual, $7,779.43 adjusted
December Expenses/Outreach: $9,641.09 actual, $9,086.09 adjusted
* Adjusted takes into consideration early offerings and the amount from investments in the budget
and pro-rates these throughout the year. It also uses normal expenses only. This provides a better

month - to - month picture of how we're doing than the actual numbers. Adjustments in December
are for Employee Christmas Gifts (to both income and expenses), December expenses are higher
than normal due to outreach. $1,667 was spent in outreach this month (to use the entire budgeted
amount) where the 11 months prior averaged around $391 per month.

.
A Message from John Pendergest
I hope and pray that everyone has experienced and enjoyed a wonderful holiday season,
including the Merriest of Christmas and the Happiest of New Year. That you’ve experienced
the birth of Christ and the beginning of his journey to the cross.
I'm sure that everyone’s life has slowed down after the preparing for the holidays, decorating
the tree, putting lights on the house, shopping for gifts, getting your cards out in the mail, as
well as baking all the cookies and breads and the meals for all the gatherings. Well, I doubt
that things have slowed down, rather we have just replaced them with taking down the tree
and the lights off the house, returning gifts in getting replacements, sending out thank you
cards, and even though we are probably still finishing up the cookies and the other leftovers
from meals, cooking has had to continue as well. That and the fact that we are back to work
in whatever role we have in life, life just doesn't slow down, we keep finding ourselves in the
hustle and bustle of life and other events.
With all of that, I am sure we also started off the new year with our typical New Year's
resolutions. You know, the ones where we say we will diet, we will
exercise more, that we will make more time for family, friends, hobbies, or
May you have
simply just be or do a little better. You know as well as I do that they last
a blessed
for a few months, weeks, days, or even hours.
2019!!!
Let me offer you another possibility, or even challenge. You notice in my
list of typical New Year's resolutions, I didn't mention anything about God, that's because
most of the time the Big Guy usually doesn't make the list. So, my challenge to you is to
make a challenge that won’t only address your physical health and well-being, not one that
will address only your personal well-being with family, friends or hobbies that won't do well
against the test of time.
However, my challenge to you would be one that would impact your spiritual health and wellbeing and would also cross over into your physical health and personal well-being. My
challenge to you would be to increase and strengthen your relationship with God, but what I
am referring to does not require you to get either involved or more involved in some type of
service or outreach, but you might find yourself doing that later on your own, but rather
simply just to PRAY! For the lack of words, we will simply call it the Prayer Campaign. Keep
in mind, prayer is nothing more than a conversation with God and something he desires more
than anything from us. It does not have to be something glorious, prophetic or scripted,
simply just talking with our God. You could start your day with even just a couple of minutes
by saying "As I start my day I pray (then your words)” and then in the evening take a few
minutes by saying "As I end my day I pray (then your words)”. Now that doesn't sound like a
lot of time, but you may have to make yourself take the time, at least in the beginning, but
soon you will find that it is easy to take that time and you will find yourself finding more time
throughout the day to have those quick conversations with God. As time goes on, you will
also feel and seethe impacts that this will make not only in your spiritual life, but in your
physical, mental and personal life as well.

Lord, as I start my day. I pray that each and every one of those reading this today will accept
this challenge and make and take the time to pray and simply have that conversation with
you each and every day throughout this year. May you bring Blessings upon them for this
and make them feel the impact throughout in all the areas of their life.
Amen!!!
Blessings!
John Pendergest
Commissioned Minister/Pastor
Address Change
Please change Jasmine Shanholtzer’s address in your directories. She is in Apartment 3,
not 11. That is the only change to her address.

PRAYER REQUESTS
The Goodwin Family, Pam Vangen, Jeannie White, Linda Ashbrook, Gloria Bloomer, Bev
Rosser, Paul Caudill, Family of Jane Tran, Nancy Kibler (Jill Whit’s Mother), Tom Caudill
(Paul Caudill’s Brother), Nick (Paul Caudill’s Grandson), Glen Russell (Dave Adamson’s
Brother-in-law), Mary Venor (Friend of Dean and Bev Schmidt), Family of Emily Simer Braun
(Will Bennett’s stepdaughter), Family of Loren Hopkins (Friend of the Adamson’s),
Kim (Co-worker of Jana Mullins)

BIRTHDAYS
January
Tami Adams
Lynn Adams
Beverly Schmidt
Kim Vangen
Todd Richards
Marie Garnett
Debbie Ittel

February
5
6
11
13
15
25
28

Marie Johnson
Don Garnett

8
18

JANUARY CALENDAR
Jan

6

10:45 am Worship – Epiphany
Remove Advent Decorations
5:30 pm Serve at Chosen
5:30 pm Serve at Chosen
10:45 am Worship
12:30 pm Trustee Meeting (Lunch provided)
6:30 pm Praise Team Rehearsal
7:15 pm Choir Practice
10:45 am Worship – Baby Dedication
7:30 pm Elder’s Meeting at DCC
3:00 pm Prepare Community Meal at Presbyterian Church
10:45 am Worship
10:00 am Newsletter Deadline
12:15 pm Souper Bowl Luncheon after Church

Jan 9
Jan 10
Jan 13
Jan 17
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Feb

20
22
24
27
29
3

Also, the Karate classes will start meeting each Saturday at 11:30 am (Fellowship Hall) and
Habitat for Humanity will be meeting on Wednesdays at 2:00 pm starting January 9 and
continuing through April 10. They will be in the Library, downstairs Meeting Room or
Fellowship Hall, depending on the size of the group. Church Members are welcome to join in
the Karate Classes and/or attend the Habitat for Humanity Meetings.

-
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