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CCHS Community Makes Gala 2019 a Great Success
The Charlotte Catholic High School Foundation is pleased to announce
that its annual fundraising gala, held on February 23rd at Carmel Country
Club, netted more than $170,000 to support the school. Teacher grants,
teacher wish list items, and special awards for outstanding service all are
made possible due to the overwhelming generosity of the CCHS family.
The Gala was co-chaired this year by Heather Dautel and Valerie
McKernan. Their vision, leadership, and collaborative approach resulted
in a very successful and enjoyable Gala.
“Every member of the 2019 Gala Committee truly was dedicated to the
success of our event,” said Sally McArdle, Executive Director of the CCHS
Advancement Office. “Many long hours and many hands produced a
wonderful evening for all. This is the Foundation’s most important
fundraiser of the year for CCHS, and it was a huge success.”
The traditional Gala Live Auction was a significant part of the evening’s
success. The exciting Live Auction items included tickets to Lady Gaga
shows in Las Vegas, a week at a gorgeous lakefront home in Montauk, a

round of golf at the storied Winged Foot Golf Club, a weekend package at
the Knickerbocker Hotel in New York, tickets to the Notre Dame - Duke
football game, and a Charlotte staycation. CCHS parents enthusiastically
bid on these items, as well as preferred seating packages at Graduation
and reserved parking spaces on campus. The Live Auction, chaired by
CCHS parent Sara Edel, raised more than $40,000 for CCHS.
Featured again this year at the Gala was the Pot o’ Gold, a display of CCHS
teacher wish list items. Parents and friends of the school were able to
select from more than 50 sought-after classroom items and donate them
directly to teachers. Spare classroom calculators, new weight room
equipment, drawing tablets for photo editing, green screens, better tools
for ceramics classes, new whiteboards, and dress forms for costume
making are just a few of the items purchased for teachers. Gala attendees
donated more than $16,000 in teacher wish list items, topping last year’s
total of just under $15,000.
The Online Auction also was a huge success, thanks to chair Alison Fey and
her team of volunteers, who gathered more than 250 items and packages
for bid. Items generously donated to the Online Auction by parents and
friends of CCHS included a week’s vacation on Kiawah Island, spa and
restaurant gift cards, fitness and beauty packages, Lasik surgery, original
artwork, jewelry, camps for kids, concert and theatre tickets, and even a
two-week vacation in Spello, Italy. Online Auction items brought in more
than $35,000 as a part of this year’s Gala.
The fundraising portion of the evening ended with a special request to
contribute to the Teacher Impact Fund, which financially rewards and aims
to retain the best educators at CCHS. Two years ago, $156,000 was raised
to launch the Teacher Impact Fund, and 38 educators were honored with
an award that year. Last year, Foundation board members were able to
honor even more teachers. Contributions to the Teacher Impact Fund
made at the Gala exceeded $29,000, bringing the Foundation closer to its
five-year goal of making the fund self-sustaining.
The special fundraising request also supports the Sister Paulette Williams
Awards for Outstanding Service, given each year at Graduation. Sister
Paulette was the principal at Charlotte Catholic High School from 1980
until 2000, and is credited with helping to build the foundation for Catholic
education in our city. The awards recognize five educators each year who

excel as mentors and help CCHS students grow academically as well as
spiritually. Each honoree receives $5,000 as an expression of gratitude
from the CCHS community. Nominations for the 2019 Sister Paulette
Awards are being accepted until May 1st, and the winners will be
announced at Graduation.
“The Gala is such a wonderful opportunity for the Charlotte Catholic
community to come together and celebrate CCHS,” said Principal Kurt
Telford, who attended with his wife, Betty. “The generosity of our parents
never ceases to amaze me, and this evening is a terrific way to
commemorate the many good things our parents do throughout our
school. This is more than a party – it’s a great representation of the family
that we are, and the faith that joins us together.”
Corporate Sponsors for Gala 2019 included Platinum Sponsors Choate
Construction, TechSouth, and US Bank. They were joined by Gold Sponsors
Arcadia Homes, the Kelligrew Family, the PCI Group, Red Clay Industries,
and Jim and Susan Sigman. Silver Sponsors were Arborscapes, Belmont
Abbey College, J.G. Chempac, Moore & Van Allen, National Gypsum
Company, Shea Custom Homes, and the Terry Law Firm.
“We are so grateful for the corporate and parent support that enables us
to serve the school,” said LynnErin Tyler, president of the Charlotte
Catholic High School Foundation. “Our current board members are proud
to be a part of the Foundation’s 45-year tradition of enhancing and
enriching the development of our CCHS Community.”
Since its founding in 1974, the CCHS Foundation has worked to support
Charlotte Catholic. All of the money raised by the Foundation stays at the
school to fund classroom grants, faith-related initiatives, scholarships,
special awards honoring the school’s best teachers, and so much more.
The CCHS Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. For additional
information about the Foundation, please visit www.cchsfoundation.org.
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Live auction items on display at the start of the Gala

CCHS Foundation board members Natalie Denton and Christine Ramich
are ready to greet Gala guests

CCHS parents Rob and Cheryl Dann are ready to help Gala guests select
teacher wish list items from the Pot o’ Gold

Gala guests await the start of the Live Auction

Gala emcee and former CCHS Foundation board member Jamie Boll
announces the start of the Live Auction

Mike Dautel ’88, Steve Mayeux ’86, and MaryDare Mayeux
enjoy socializing and supporting CCHS

As always, CCHS Alumni are well-represented at the Gala

After the Live Auction, the music of the Bad Daddies get the crowd onto the dance floor

Kurt and Betty Telford enjoy the Gala together

Chris and Steffan Kelly enjoy the festivities
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