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Beekeepers understandably
want specifics/exacts/explicit
information as opposed to general idea on what their colony
of bees is doing, needing, going
on, mite treatments, disease,
supering, management practices,
etc. Beekeepers, in general,
(NEED) to be a whole lot less
cavalier about dispensing
knowledge. I wish beekeepers
were more accountable for any
input given to unsuspecting
novices. It is difficult to correct
inaccurate information given to
beekeepers and novices alike
without appearing to be a know
-it-all or condescending - anyone can make a mistake. Those
dispensing advice should always
ask more questions than what
information is being offered by
the beekeeper needing help.

Necessary details are often
overlooked by the one asking
for help for obvious reasons
like: queen cell, swarm, overwintered colony, one deep,
mites, no honey, and so on and
on. We also hear from beekeepers frustrated about the
need for a mentor’s help and
not being able to find it. The flip
side you hear from the mentors
that do exist about the beekeeper calling and asking for
help, just to arrive to find that
what was needed was someone
to take the honey off and extract it.
At the outset there needs to be
an understanding between the
two from the mentor’s point of
view about how he or she is
willing to help and do.
1. I will help as long as I feel you
are committed to this project.

2. I will not be used as your
personal laborer.
3. I can help once a week/month
M/T/W/TH at 7 P.M. only - be
specific.
4. I can be contacted phone/email/ text etc. only.
This is what I expect of you as
the novice:
1. Observe protocols that we
have agreed upon.
2. You cannot come to my residents unless invited.
3. Be punctual.
4. If you want my help, I expect
you to listen to my instructions
and not every beekeeper you
talk to.
5. I expect you to be courteous
and mannerly and you should
expect the same of me.
6. If there are any costs incurred
I expect you to pay for them or
at least offer to do so.
(Continued on page 2)
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Bad Bee!...Information. (cont.)
I am sure there are other considerations and any agreement
can be customized to fit the
need. It is unrealistic to expect
anyone to know or understand
the specifics of your colonies
via a phone conversation or
even after a one time look,
sometime, time has to lapse in
order to properly evaluate
colony conditions. Keep in mind
many problems in beekeeping
can be solved with patience
instead of money.

club and it’s long-term success.
Beekeeping organizations are at
the heart, a teaching facility
anyway, so a mentoring program is a natural fit.
Having a mentor is not the
same as having a good mentor.
Many beekeepers like to think
of themselves as having the
capabilities to teach and consult. Having the knowledge is
different than having the ability
to apply it at the proper time
and circumstances. Having a
good mentor is a good investAll organizations (NEED) to
ment of time and money behave a mentoring program with cause a good mentor will not
graduated degrees of help ofsuggest the purchase of unnecfered, for example a first year
essary equipment/merchandise
beekeeper will most likely need or queens and save the beeless in-depth help than a five
keeper valuable time and monyear beekeeper. The program
ey. Most beekeepers become a
can be customized paring cermentor by default, no one else
tain mentors with certain bee- will do it or they just want to
keepers, organizations should
help. Good intentions should
(oversee) and qualify a mentor, not be considered criteria for
if the mentor is going to repre- help when harm may be done.
sent the organization. The club There are reasons good strong
can offer a program and classes mentoring programs do not
to potential mentors with the
exist anywhere. I think it comes
understanding, mentors answer down to inconvenience, time
to the organization. Lack of
and money, and these are issues
oversight involving anyone rep- that need to be addressed by
resenting the organization can
those it affects the most - clubs
cause all sorts of problems to a and organizations. With the
group of people just wanting to popularity of beekeeping once
be helpful. This is just a
again and with so many new to
(needed) idea I know that find- beekeeping the need is real.
ing volunteers is very difficult
How does a novice go about
but attempts should be made
finding a suitable tutor in an
for the betterment of the bee

organization where they themselves are the newbie or better
yet, how do I find needed help
when I do not live in an area
where an organization exists, or
I cannot make it to meetings?
Admitted this can be difficult,
however, it can be done.
1. Call your local organization
or surrounding counties if your
county does not have a beekeeping club and ask for help.
2. Ask your county beekeeping
inspector for direct assistance
or information about help from
elsewhere.
3. Call The Ohio State Beekeeper’s Association.
4. Call a local beekeeping supply
company.
5. Call your county agriculture
office.
6. Look online for local beekeepers and information in
general.
Most organizations teach a
beginner class and dispense
with great general information
and after that, hope the novice
survives for another day. It’s
getting down into the weeds months after the classes - that
stump that would be long-term
member, president, treasurer
or future Beekeeping Hall a
Famer.
Be persistent, hang in there,
help is on the way.
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Top 30 Flowers for Bees?
The Farmacy November 19 at 2:00pm

“Most bee
stings are the
result of
inattentiveness
on the
beekeepers
part.”

HA= Hardy annual
HHA =Half hardy annual
P = Perennial
HB= Hardy biennial
HS= Hardy shrub
1 Cosmos (HHA) is an annual flower easily raised
from seed. It’s also one of the very best for the
bee. Grow it in groups, making the collection of
pollen easier for the bees, who won’t have to fly
as far to find their food. Cosmos grows 2-5ft tall,
the majority reaching about 2ft. It’s from Mexico,
so a half hardy annual. Plant out after all danger
of frost has passed, and deadhead to keep them
flowering continuously through the summer.
These open, flat flowers will delight you as well as
giving the bees a feast.
2 Aster (HHA) ‘Compostion’ or Michaelmass Daisies. Many modern hybrids have little or no pollen
but not this flower which is easy to grow, colorful
and late summer to autumn flowering, they provide food late in the season. Important if honeybees are to be well fed to get through the winter
months.
3 Sunflowers (HA) are a great choice, available in
many heights and colors to suit your garden
space. Choose yellow or orange over red, which
bees don’t like. Varieties exist now for the allergic
gardener, containing no pollen. Obviously avoid
these when wishing to attract bees.
4 Calendulas or marigolds (HA) are great for bees,
especially the original single flowered pot marigold. Dead head regularly for a longer flowering
period.
5 Primulas. (HP) The native primrose, (primula
vulgaris), primulas of all kinds, even the drumstick
ones are great early food for bees. Cowslips
(primula veris) are also good members of this

extensive family of perennial plants.
6 Rudbekia (HHA) are an extensive group of cone
flowers from the aster family. A wide variety of
heights, mostly available in yellows and oranges,
sure to brighten your border and feed bees.
There are also a few hardy perennial ones, of
which ‘Goldsturn’ is my personal favorite. All are
easy to grow from seed.
7 Scabious or cornflowers (HA), another aster
family member, are mostly blue flowered and
bees adore them. Dead-headed regularly, they’ll
flower all summer long.
8 Lavender (HHS) There are plenty of lavenders to
choose from, all needing plenty of sun and welldrained soil, but they’ll reward you with plenty of
fragrant flowers for cutting and drying. Just watch
them get smothered in bees when they come into
flower.
9 Bluebells (bulb) Another early food supply. Just
a note of caution for UK growers. The native English bluebell in now under threat from the
Spanish bluebell, which outcompetes and crosses
with it. So please ensure you are planting the
native bluebell to ensure you don’t endanger a
bluebell woodland near you.
10 Hellebores (HP) The Christmas rose! A lovely
flower to have in your garden from late winter to
early spring, this plant will tolerate some shade
and moist conditions, though not wet. When bees
emerge from hibernation they need food fast.
This one gives them a snack when there’s little
else around.
11 Clematis (Perennial climber) The majority of
clematis will provide pollen, and I’ve watched
bees happily moving from flower to flower gathering their crop. Always plant clematis deeper
than they were in the container, as this gives
more protection against cleamits wilt. These
plants are hungry and thirsty, so add good com-

2017 Mentoring List - Bee Class Summary
Remember to “Phone a Friend” if you have questions we have several members willing to mentor.

Debbie Fyda

Ashland

419-651-0047

Bonnie Pierson

North Ridgeville

440-759-6045 Cell / 440-327-4593 Home

Tom Roth

Amherst

440-988-2757

Richard Sprague

Sullivan

440-591-9453

Mike Yuhas

Olmsted Falls / Twp.

440-644-0233
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Top 30 Flowers for Bees? Cont.
post to the planting hole. They also like their roots in the cool
and heads in the sun, so once planted I place either a thick mulch
or a pile of stones or gravel around their roots, keeping them
cool and conserving moisture.
12 Crocus (bulb) Early flowering, plenty to choose from, and
planted in the autumn to flower year after year. These are great
value and cheer me up as well as the bees!
13 Mint (HP), especially water mint, is loved by bees. It’s great in
your cooking, too. Easy to grow, it can be a bit of a thug, so either grow it in a container or prevent its escape around the garden by burying a bucket (with holes in the bottom for drainage)
and plant your mint into that.
14 Rosemary (HHS) A Mediterranean herb, rosemary likes well
drained soiled and full sun. It flowers around April/May. A great
culinary herb, bees will take advantage of the pollen as long as
you prune it correctly. This is best done straight after flowering,
as most of the flowers will appear on new wood. Don’t prune
rosemary back to old, bare wood as these are not likely to regrow. Depending on where you live and soil conditions, rosemary can be short lived, so take some cuttings each year so you
can replace the old plant should it die or become too leggy.
15 Thyme (H to HHS)) There are now quite a few varieties available, tasting slightly different to each other eg lemon thyme.
However, I’ve noticed that the wild thyme (thymus serpyllum) attracts a lot of bee visitors and tends to flower more profusely. But they are all worth growing. Give them the same growing conditions as rosemary and lavender.
16 Hebe (HH-HS) This extensive group of shrubs have wonderful
flowers for bees. Plenty of pollen, all on one flower and plenty of
flowers on one shrub. They vary in height, are mostly blue or
pink and tolerate most soils. They dislike too much wet, so a well
-drained soil is best. Water well, though, until established.
17 Borage, the bee herb. (HA) Borage is blue flowered, simple to
grow and in fact one type grows wild in the UK, though originally
from Syria. Easy, prolific and the bees love it.
18 Echinacea, the cone flower. (HP) Now available in a variety of
colors, all of which will attract bees. Echinacea Tennesseensiswill
attract birds, bees and butterflies.
19 Mignotette. There are HA, HHA and Perennial members of
this family. They are sweetly scented and will attract and feed
your bees, especially Reseda lutea.
20 Thrift, or Sea Pink (HP) is a great plant for a rock garden,
trough or wall. Holding its bright pink flowers well above the
grass-like foliage, it will cheer your garden and make the bees
come back for more! Give it well drained conditions and lots of
sun.
21 Sedums are also excellent plants for rock gardens and walls.
There are many to choose from, but avoid Sedum Spectabilis
Autumn Joy if you’re planting for bees. Biting stonecrop and
English stonecrop (sedums acre and anglicum). are natives, and
great for bees.
22 Sweet Williams (Dianthus barbatus) (HB) are fantastic flowers
for bees. An old cottage garden favorite, bees are attracted to

the pink or white flowers and we love the perfume! They are
members of the dianthus family, as are Pinks and Carnations, all
of which are good for the bees.
23 Monarda (Bergamot) (HP) This is the herb that flavors Earl
Grey tea, but the bees love its flowers for pollen and nectar. Its
folk name in the Uk is bee balm. It likes a moist but not wet soil
and can cope with a bit of shade. Share it with the bees! Bergamot tea is a herbal treat in itself. Just pour boiling water on the
leaves and allow about ten minutes before drinking.
24 Cornflower (HA) Easy to grow, cheap and cheerful, cornflowers are another cottage garden favorite. Their blue flowers act
like a bee magnet. Grow in as large a group as you have the
space for. This makes it easier for the bees to spot them and
saves them flying around more than necessary. It’s easy to save
seed from one year to the next, too.
25 Poppies (HA-HP) All poppies are attractive to bees, and are
laden with pollen in nice open flowers. Very easy to grow, especially the annual kinds, and easy to save seeds to sow next year.
Enjoy their delicate petals while your bees enjoy a feast.
26 Verbena Bonariensis (HP) a tall, delicate looking perennial
with purple/mauve flowers that add a tropical feel to your borders. This is easy to grow from seed and sown early enough will
flower in its first year. One not to do without!
27 Snapdragons (Antirrhinum) (HHA) Plenty of choice in heights
and colors. Have you ever watched a bee enter and leave a snapdragon? Their weight pulls the lower part of the petal down so
they can get inside for their food, and you can hear them buzzing
while they are in there. Lovely to watch.
28 Ageratum (HHA) Easy to grow, with heads of blue flowers and
another member of the compositae family, so lots of food on
one flower head. This is one of my favorite annuals in the garden. Just don’t plant out until all danger of frost has passed and
dead head for more flowers.
29 Echinops (globe thistle) (HP) This lovely blue thistle is very
ornamental, even when not in flower, standing about 36″ tall.
Bees and butterflies love the flowers which provide plenty of
nectar. Easy to grow from seed and will come back year after
year.
30 Digitalis (foxglove) (HB) Foxgloves make great food for bees.
As they are poisonous, protect children from them and handle
wearing gloves. As long as these precautions are taken these are
wonderful plants for the garden and the bees. A woodland plant,
they’re useful for a shady spot.
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News and Events
•

•

•
•

December's meeting will also be the Christmas Banquet. The Christmas Banquet is a Pot Luck.
Bring a covered dish that is all inclusive, such as casseroles, goulash, etc. Example, if you decide
to bring Sloppy Joes, bring the buns, and so on. If you are able to bring a dessert to share as well,
would be great. If you are interested in becoming a beekeeper, join us for the banquet, meet
some beekeeper and talk bees.
2018 Beginners Beekeepers Classes (New beekeepers and Current members are welcome)
March 2
Class 1 – Beekeeping Equipment
March 9
Class 2 – Managing your Bee Hive
March 16
Class 3 - Pests & Diseases
March 23
Class 4 - Swarms and Prevention - Denzil St. Clair
March 30
Class 5 – Class Summary
LCBA 100th Anniversary in October 5th, 2019 (First Saturday) Tentative: Tom Seeley, Jim Tew
A Grafton resident has some acreage and would like to offer her property for someone to put
hives on. If you are interested in either of these opportunities, please let Audrey Gargas know
and she will put you in contact with the interested parties. 216-534-6195

Banana Nut Bread - LCBA Cookbook
“Most bee
stings are the
result of
inattentiveness
on the

1/2 c. Shortening
1 c. Honey
2 Eggs
3 Bananas, mashed
1 tsp. Baking soda

1 tsp. Baking powder
1/2 tsp. Salt
2 c. Flour
1 tsp. Vanilla
3/4 c. Chopped walnuts

Mix together flour, salt, baking powder and baking soda. Set aside. Cream together shortening and
sugar. And eggs. Beat well. Add bananas and vanilla. Add flour mixture gradually. Add walnuts. Pour
into well greased and floured loaf pan. Bake at 325 degrees for 1 hour. Makes one large for two small
loaves.

beekeepers
part.”

LCBA Video library
Don’t forget about LCBA Video library. Bill Vittori brings the Video library with him to the monthly
meetings so you see what is available. These resources will help you in beekeeping whether you are
new or have been a beekeeper for years. There is a small deposit fee if you borrow them that is
returned when you bring back the videos. Be sure to return them at the next meeting so others can
also view and enjoy them.

To Promote Beekeeping through Education, Cooperation, or any other Efficient Means.

LORAIN COUNTY
BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION
For Membership Mail to:
LCBA Membership
c/o Gargas
2410 Brook Haven Lane
Hinckley, OH 44233
Newsletter Submissions/
Questions
Email: BuzzzzEditor@gmail.com

Covering and located in Lorain County, Ohio. LCBA was founded in 1919 as a
non-profit organization committed to educating the public about the value of
honeybees and the impact honeybees have on our world. We provide educational appearances upon request for schools and other groups. LCBA encourages
and mentors beginning beekeepers through scholarship programs for students
and adult education.
Monthly Meetings
When: 2nd Friday of the month. Beginning at 7:00
p.m. until 9:30 p.m.
Where: Life Church (Google Maps Link)
1033 Elm Street
Grafton, OH 44044

We’re on the Web!
www.loraincountybeekeepers.org

The BUZZZZ Advertising Fees
Ads will run in the newsletter which is posted on the LCBA website and emailed to our member circulation
and billed for 12 issues.
Provided by customer - * LCBA Officers reserve the right, at their sole discretion, to change, modify, add, or
delete all or portions of ads for content. Terms and Policies subject to change.
1(Full) page - $25.00 per month
1/2 page ad - $18.00 per month
1/4 page ad - $12.00 per month
1/8 page ad - $10.00 per month
If you have any questions about advertising contact:
Mike Yuhas, 440-644-0233 / buzzzzeditor@gmail.com

