Our fourth portrait of Jesus, 


is Jesus as Lord of the Sabbath.  

In this stretch of three incidents, 


we hear Jesus making claims in the midst of his healing 



that threaten Judaism as it was practiced in that time, 



and as it is practiced today.  


He attacks the practice of Sabbath keeping 



by highlighting what God has laid out 



and how man has proceeded to take God's word 




and extend it beyond what God said.  

Matthew supports Jesus' claims in three different ways.  


Jesus first uses a greater than argument 



for the first incident of his disciples eating grain. 


 Then he uses a personal application 



for the healing of the hand.  


Matthew concludes 


by illustrating how Jesus fulfills the role of the suffering servant that Isaiah paints 



and Judaism longed for.  

Once we reach this point, 


there is no doubt that Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath, 



for those who have ears to hear



and for those with hearts connected to the Father.

For Jesus' first run in with the Pharisee's, 


he makes multiple bold claims of the highest things in Judaism 



saying that he is greater than, 


and therefore has the right 



to supersede the regulations set out for the Sabbath by Jewish interpretation.  

Jesus first mentions David, 


the anointed King of Israel, 



claiming greater authority than Israel's greatest King.  

He cites the time that David and his men ate the bread of presence, 


which was meant for the Priests, 



but God was okay with.  


Jesus also claims equal 


or higher status with the priests of Israel in this move.  

Without taking a breath, 


Jesus moves on to addressing the Law and the Temple in one swift move.  

With the temple, 


there is only one authority greater than the temple, 



the one for whom the temple was built.  




Yahweh, 




God almighty.  


When Jesus says that one greater than the temple is here,



 there is only one person that is greater than the greatest king and priest, 



greater than the Law of Moses, 



Greater than the temple of Solomon.  


That is the one who called David and the Priesthood into being, 


who gave the law to Moses, 


who instructed Solomon to build the Temple. 

Yahweh, 


and Jesus is claiming to be on the same grounds as Yahweh, 


that Jesus is Yahweh among them.  

It quickly becomes clear why the Pharisee's were agitated by Jesus' claims.

Jesus helps point out 


what the Pharisee's in the midst of all of their diligent adherence have missed.  



They missed the forest for the trees.  

They followed 


and built upon the regulations 

while ignoring the purpose of the regulations.  


God made the Sabbath for our health and betterment, 


not to please God through cumbersome rituals.  

God's original call in Genesis for a Sabbath rest 


was an act of mercy.  

Creating us in his image, 


God knew that if he needed to rest after six days of creation, 



his creation, 




which is lower, 




not higher than God, 



needed to rest after 6 days of work as well.  

So the command to rest on the 7th day was initiated, 


for our health and well being.  


It was for our good, 


it is an act of love that led God to say, 



“Stop working every 7th day, 




you will not be well otherwise.”

As we often have done with God's intentions, 


we lost sight of the loving one who gave them to us, 


and we turned them into something more than the Father ever intended, 



because we wanted to please him, 



but did not have time to listen to him ourselves.  

We are in the midst of a season where that happens to us all of the time.  


The season of Christmas has gained a full-blown reputation for commercialism.  

What was once a time to remember the great gift of Jesus 


to the world 


from the Father, 

still has the idea of gift giving somewhere in there, 


but has drifted from its center.  

The Pharisees had taken God's simple commands of, 


“Do not work 


and do not take a burden upon you,” 



and filled parchment after parchment on how to meet these two commands.  

Not because of the loving act of mercy from the Father was the focus, 


but not upsetting a legalistic God was.  



They had determined that the weight of three twigs was a burden, 



what distances equaled a burden, 



what activities were rest 




and what were not.  



They then made those conclusions the way of the land, 




instead of adherence to the simple command of God itself, 





and letting God judge.

Their gripe to Jesus, 


was that what his disciples were doing was unlawful, 


it was not biblical.  

But there is a difference between something being biblical 


and biblicism.  

For in answer to their complaint of the disciples not doing what is biblical, 


Jesus cites three places where the bible says what they are doing is biblical.  



The story of David 




is found in the writings of the prophets in 1 Samuel 21.  



Jesus' next biblical example is from the Law of Moses, 




the Pentateuch. 




Numbers 28:9-10, 





where God not only has the priests work on the Sabbath, 





but has them do twice the amount of work making the offerings 






than they do on any other day of the week.  



To cover the third category of Latter Prophets, 




we hear from Hosea 6:6.  


So with all but the wisdom writings cited, 



Jesus has countered the Pharisee's biblicism, 




masquerading as biblical, 



with more biblical counter points.  

Again, Jesus is inviting us to focus on God 


and our heart relationship with God, 



rather than a list of rules and checklists that we have made up 




to justify that we are worthy of his love.  

For no matter how long our lists are, 


we will never be worthy of God's love, 



but he gives it freely anyway.  


That is why we have always needed a Messiah,



an Emmanuel,



a Savior to make us worthy of God.




We could not do it ourselves.

Moving more deeply into the heart matters, 


Jesus invites the Pharisee's, 



when they try to trap him again, 


to consider their own corrupt nature.  

They ask, 


“Is it lawful, 


is it biblical, 



to heal on the Sabbath?”   

Jesus has already shown that their rules are not fully what scripture prescribes, 


but how they have gone about instituting what scripture prescribes, 



biblicism.  

So now we come to the category of healing.  


The Pharisee's rules based on their interpretation of scripture,



had determined that life saving measures were okay, 



but no other healing was to be done, 




for that was work.  

Jesus asks them about a sheep falling into a pit, 


whether it is right to do evil or good on the sabbath, 


to save a life 



or destroy it on the sabbath.  

Now a sheep weighs more than three twigs, 


so to lift it out is to break the Sabbath rule.  

But to lift it out is to preserve its life 


and do good.  

To leave it in there is to do evil 


and let it die.  

If you would do that for a sheep, 


wouldn't you do more for a man?

Now, in most hypothetical situations, 


there are the ones who will say, 



“No, I would let it sit for a few more hours.”  

But even with that adherence, 


we are again missing the heart attitude that Jesus is looking for, 


that God desires.  

The Sabbath was to get us to rest, 


so that we don't burn ourselves out, 


and loose sight of our purpose, 



the Sabbath was given to us to show love.  

It should be of little surprise that as we become busier 


and ignore the Sabbath as a culture, 



that our faith life plummets accordingly.  


We are too busy to remember our purpose.  

The Pharisee's have the one who all of their rule keeping was meant to prepare them for, 


and they miss him standing right before them, 

because they are not stopping to rest 

and remember the real purpose of all of these religious acts, 


a relationship with their heavenly father.  

“The Sabbath was made for man, 


not man for the Sabbath.”  

They gave lip service to God on the Sabbath, 


but to give much more than that 



was hard due to all the regulations to be upheld.

Matthew concludes this portrait 


with the longest quote out of Isaiah that he uses in his gospel, 

and tells why the Pharisee's are overlooking Jesus, 


the Messiah, 


standing right before them.  

It is because of how Jesus comes.  


Verse 19 tells us 



“He will not quarrel or cry out, 



no one will hear his voice in the streets.”  


Or as has been repeated in our hymns today, 



“How silently, how silently.”  

In verse 18, 


we are given a summary of everything the previous 11 chapters of Matthew


 have told us about Jesus, 



culminating with proclaiming justice to the nations.  

But he does this so gently and unobtrusively, 


that we don't notice.  

I liken it to how 


a former city manager used to keep people from tripping on the boardwalk.  

He walked down the boardwalk each day with a tamper, 


looking for raised nails, 


and tamped them down again.  



He did this before anyone was let loose off the cruise ship.  

Other choices would have been to paint things bright yellow, 


or be ready to pick them up with the ambulance.  



These are louder 



and more standard practices.  

But stamping the nails down on the way to and from work was his.  


Not as noticeable, 



but eventually, 



it would hopefully win out.

It is this slow and quiet process 


that Jesus is basing his ministry on.  

He did not come with a powerful army 


to overthrow the Roman Empire and Religious Leadership.  

As we have proclaimed over and over today, 


he came as an infant, 


raised as a child, 


worked as a carpenter, 


and now calls people to follow him, 



by gently showing them that he is God among them, 



that he is the love and the relationship 




that we have struggled to keep since that tragic day in the garden.  



He is the one that we are to put our hope in.  

It is only a matter of time before his victory comes 


and justice is fully served.  

But he does it without breaking his people along the way, 


because the relationship is that important, 



that we are not plowed over in order for his Kingdom to come.  

But instead, 


we remember how Jesus came into the world, 


and he left the world, 


and how he returned to his father.  



Humbly, 



quietly, 



but always victoriously, 




conquering evil and man's resistance to his ways at every turn.

Subtly bringing his kingdom about.

   
Stamping nail heads down vs EMS Call 

How do we go about making sure people know?


God talk or loving people? (Eugene Peterson's Charity story)


You can preach a better sermon with your life than your lips


Incarnational Messaging and Risk Tribalizing



Leader Relaeasing, Identity declaring, multiplication, discipleship making

Where on this day are we going to proclaim that someone is loved and how?

