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North Shore Journal Loses Valuable Member in Kiva Black
by Kitty Mayo
Kiva (Dennis) Black
July 26, 1963 - September 19, 2021
Kiva passed away Sunday, September 19th after recently being diagnosed with stage IV colon cancer.
An integral part of the North
Shore Journal newspaper team,
Kiva had the official title of Sales
Manager. For many businesses in
Lake, Cook, and St. Louis counties,
Kiva was the familiar face of the
newspaper. Traveling throughout
the Arrowhead, Kiva stopped by to
update ads for customers and catch
up on their lives. Whether business
was on the upswing, or in a lull, it
was his persistent and upbeat nature that convinced many to place
an ad. But, it was his willingness to
build a solid relationship with customers that kept most coming back
to work with the paper again.
As a small, locally owned newspaper with just an editor and two
regular reporters, Kiva was a large
part of keeping this small business
in business. True, he sold advertising, however, his influence ran far

deeper.
Kiva played an active role in supporting the editor, constantly seeing
ways the paper could be improved,
and always striving for the most informative, locally relevant, and accurate newspaper that just a few
determined people could pull off
every week. Always generating new
ideas, he urged and encouraged the
editor to put together a paper that
she, and the entire north shore could
be proud of.
Kiva supported the work of reporting for this writer in more ways
than I can possibly credit. Story
leads, ways to develop stories, contacts, and a keen editorial eye encouraged me to be a better reporter.
Always available to hash out paths
to the best, clearest, and most ethical way to approach a news article,
Kiva was an enormous resource for
all of my writing.
Gardening was always on his
mind, and his gardens at his home
near Finland were a marvel to behold. He was an accomplished gardener, diligently documenting his
seeds, plantings, and harvests. Be-

yond just growing plants really well,
Kiva was generous in sharing his
bounty.
Gifted with an orderly mind and
a wry sense of humor, Kiva was
someone to count on for an honest
opinion, and was the best of partners in an intellectual conversation.
A lover of words, newspapers and
books, he was well read and sharing books was one way he connected with his fellow human travelers.
On the lookout for solutions, Kiva
fundamentally saw the world as a
series of challenges that could be
solved with his unique brand of
logic and compassion. He certainly
helped me puzzle through many
challenges, both professional and
personal. He will be greatly missed.
A Celebration of Life will be held
for Kiva at the Finland Community
Center on Tuesday, October 5th from
11:00 am to 3:00 pm. Covid-19 precautions are constantly evolving
with an increase in positive cases in
the region. Masking is recommended at the time of this publication, especially for those who are

Kiva celebrating his 55th
birthday with fellow coworkers.
(photo by Verona Dugas - 2018)

unvaccinated. However, any updates in the ensuing days can be
found
at:
https://
friendsoffinland.org/, or the Clair
Nelson Center facebook page.
"The art of art, the glory of expression, is simplicity. Nothing is
better than simplicity, and the sunlight of letters is simplicity.”
-Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass

Scarlet Rivera and The Freddy Argir Band Rolling in to Silver
Bay like thunder from LA and SW Texas
Rocky Wall Productions is thrilled to bring
Grammy nominated
American musician
Scarlet Rivera and
Hibbing native and Austin, TX based Fredy
Argir to perform a
FREE live concert on
Friday, October 1st at
7:00 pm in William
Kelley High School’s
Auditorium.
“Get ready for some
amazing music from the
very talented Scarlet
Rivera and Fredy Argir
Band,” said Rocky Wall
Productions President Nelson
French, “This will be the first time
these two performers share the
same stage - and we can't wait to
see what the chemistry produces.”
Grammy nominated American
musician Scarlet Rivera burned a
hole in the fabric of rock history as
a pioneer of electric violin. From a
classical background she bent the
accepted norms by experimenting
with all genres of music from Rock
fusion and Jazz to Latin
polyrhythms. She was a revolutionary from the start.
Bob Dylan was the first to discover and acknowledge Scarlet, inviting her as an integral part of the
legendary album ‘Desire’ and Rolling Thunder Revue tour. Dylan recognized the genius of Scarlet’s vision as a violinist who played much
like a lead guitarist. Scarlet’s dynamic presence led the way to the
inclusion of other string players in
Rock music. ‘Desire’ was chosen
by Time Magazine as one of the top

five albums of Dylan’s career and
was Scarlet’s debut on the world
stage.
As the first female member of
Dylan’s band Scarlet was featured
on four additional multi-platinum
albums. She is known for her contributions to countless recordings
and performances with the most influential artists of our time. Her
abilities are wide ranging and have
enjoyed the spotlight in music’s
most hallowed Carnegie Hall, with
The Duke Ellington Orchestra as
well as The Kennedy Center and the
Carnival of Venice, Italy. Her current Grammy nominated vocal debut, ‘All of Me’, has been spotlighted with stellar reviews around
the world.
Scarlet continues her journey of
expression and creativity having
performed with such treasured legends as Indigo Girls, Tracy
Chapman, Eric Andersen, Keb Mo,
Peter Maffay, David Johansen and
Sylvia Tyson of ‘Ian and Sylvia’,

and five time Grammy winner
Cindy Cashdollar. She has most recently been performing with Brandi
Carlisle and has performed for her
good friend Joni Mitchell.
Get ready for Scarlet and her violin to carry you to a different world.
Fredy Argir was born and raised
in Hibbing, Minnesota, and for most
of his life he has lived in and worked
out of Austin, Texas.
When he got out of school he traveled for decades, wrote folk songs
and toured on the college coffeehouse circuit. Fredy lived and
worked in New York, San Francisco, Austin, and Northern Minnesota and drifted around for many
years as a solo performer and had a
few bands.
By his own reckoning, Argir has
cut twenty-five albums and released
a dozen of them. Several of his recordings, including Thistledew
from the 1970’s and One-Man
Dancing from 2001, surface in in-

teresting ways every so
often. Argir’s music recording career spans
from his first album ‘Not
Yet Home’ in 1968, to
the latest ‘Southwest’
due out later this year in
2021.
In a 2011 review of his
‘Last Time Around’ album, Duluth music critic
John Ziegler had the following observations
about Fredy, “Fredy
Argir’s music is like a
battered leather jacket
that’s seen miles under
the sun, wind and rain.
It’s wrinkled, creased and discolored in places and it’s just got that
character than an unworn, unused,
shiny new one doesn’t have…(h)e
comes from the school; of artists
whose vocal qualities don’t center
on impressing an audience with a
huge range and a palette of pretty
timbres. He belongs in the same
record bin at the mom-and-pop
record shop as Tom Waits, Lou
Reed and Warren Zevon. It ain’t
pretty, but it’s got balls and it’s
loaded with depth and emotion.”
Rocky Wall Productions is a Silver Bay nonprofit organization focused on producing and promoting
live music events in Silver Bay and
on Lake Superior’s North Shore.
The SILVER BAY MUSIC IN THE
PARK CONCERT SERIES is
sponsored by a generous grant from
Lovin’ Lake County and assistance
from Best of the North Shore, Park
State Bank and the City of Silver
Bay.
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