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Dear Family in Faith,
Life is marked by change and churches are no exception. As we move into September, we at Westminster are going to soon be
confronted with such a reality. Specifically, on Sunday, September 8, we will be observing Randall Harris’ last worship service
with us as our official church organist. Fortunately, the sadness of such an ending will be softened somewhat by knowing that he
will continue to be a part of the church family and will be periodically playing in our worship services (two occasions are already
on the calendar for late September and October). Perhaps that news will also let us more fully and joyfully celebrate Randall’s
ministry. We will obviously recognize him during the service. Afterward, the Presbyterian Women have graciously taken up the
responsibility of providing a reception time with refreshments so that all of us might take a few moments to visit with Randall.
Even as we mark this end at Westminster, we are also marking a beginning. This past Sunday your church session received a
report from your church organist search committee. Specifically, the session unanimously and joyously approved the hiring of
Kay Guiles. Kay is a true musician, a very talented organist, and, as one reference noted to me, a “good soul.” Another reference
immediately described her in reverential terms as a “quality human being.” She also has undergraduate and master’s level
degrees in organ performance from the University of Southern Mississippi. Additionally, she has
been playing for church worship services for most of her life, including, most recently, a 39-year
stint at Main Street United Methodist here in Hattiesburg. It was very clear to the search
committee that Kay was far and away the best candidate. When Randall heard the news, he
shared that this is who he hoped we might hire. Included in this newsletter is a note of
introduction from Kay. Suffice to say, she is very excited about becoming a part of the
Westminster family. Even though she is plans to be on being out of the country on an already
scheduled trip in the near future, her first official Sunday with us will be on September 15. I
know you will help her feel at home.
Life is marked by change and Westminster is no exception. Isn’t it wonderful to know
that Christ’s blessings remain constant! Both Randall and Kay are testimonies to this
truth.
Yours in Christ,

Christopher
WELCOME, KAY GUILES!
I am deeply honored to have been chosen to serve as organist at Westminster Presbyterian Church. I have long
admired your church’s ministry, welcoming spirit, and generosity to the community. I am overjoyed to be able to
worship with you, play your exceptional instruments, and continue with your tradition of fine music.
A native of Columbia, I studied at USM, was organist at Main Street United Methodist Church, and am a retired
Jones Junior College music teacher. My husband Johnny and I live near Petal and have two daughters, two sonsin-law, and three grandchildren with a fourth expected in December. I look forward to meeting all of you and
already appreciate the warm welcome from your staff.
—Kay Guiles
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com
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A Word From the Director of Discipleship
With August under our belts and September on our doorsteps, it is worth a look back to some of the
exciting things that WPC recently experienced together. The Graham's hosted about 35 to 40 kids,
youth, and parents for the annual back to school swim party. We had a full house for the Rally Day
Breakfast prepared by the Men of the Church, and then the chancel area was full of kids and
backpacks during worship for the Blessing of the Backpacks. The New Beginnings/Intergenerational
Cookout was a huge success, too. It was a great way to kickoﬀ the new school year!

SEPTEMBER HAPPENINGS AT WPC
The most important thing to take note of in September at WPC is the restart of our Wednesday
evening programs and Sunday evening children and youth programs.
Wednesday Schedule (5:30 p.m. until 7 p.m. weekly):
4th:

Dinner followed by a report from our children and youth regarding their summer trips

11th:

The Boswell choir will come to perform for us in the sanctuary at 5:30 p.m. We will have a pizza and salad dinner in
Montague Hall afterward.

18th:

Dinner followed by a report from our Living Waters Mission Team/kids choir meets and youth group will meet upstairs.

Following dinner on the 18th, our kid's choir and youth will be resuming their normal weekly Wednesday activities upstairs, and
Christopher and I will be leading the adults in Montague Hall studying a book by Peter Enns titled How the Bible Actually Works: ln
Which I Explain How an Ancient Ambiguous, and Diverse Book Leads Us to Wisdom Rather Than Answers—and Why That's Great
News.
SUNDAY SCHEDULE (5:00 P.M. UNTIL 6:30 P.M. WEEKLY)
1st:
8th:
15th:
22nd:
29th:

Labor Day Holiday - no kids or youth activities
Kids and Youth at WPC
Kids and Youth at WPC
No Kids or Youth / Fish Fry following 10:30 worship
Kids and Youth Mission Night

JUNIOR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL
With the growing numbers of our Middle School class, the Growing
Spiritually Committee has formed a separate class for these young people. It
will be based on the Rotation Model but will be age-appropriate for the
Middle School crew.
YOUNG ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
If you are a 20 to 30 something, married or single, we've created a class for
you! From 9:30 to 10:00 a.m., this new class will convene upstairs in the very
last classroom on the right at the end of the hall beyond the Sr. High
classroom. Christopher will lead the class using a combined curriculum
ultimately designed to teach adults how to mentor kids going through
confirmation, although he will also be gleaning from the book Being
Presbyterian in the Bible Belt. It will be a fun and informative class, and if the
curriculum had to have a title, it might be something like "What Do
Presbyterians Believe and How
Does This Work for Us?"
Come visit us!

Youth from throughout the Presbytery
joined us on August 25 for special Back
to School retreat.

ONE LAST WORD...
Mark your calendars for the WPC
Annual Fish Fry! On Sunday,
September 22, following worship,
everyone is invited to come to
Montague Hall for a fish fry.
Come enjoy fried catfish, boiled
shrimp, all the sides, and
fantastic desserts! The Men of
the Church will fry fish, boil
shrimp, and the deacons will
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com
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Chancel Choir has already resumed weekly rehearsals this fall. It promises to be a great
season! Musical highlights will include our hosting singers from other churches as we
prepare the music for the annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving service. It’s Westminster’s
year to host and we look forward to joining with singers from other choirs. It’s
always a joyful experience.
In December the choir, assisted by an orchestra, will bring you the beautiful
Magnificat by John Rutter. This is a breathtaking piece—a setting of the Song of Mary from the Book of Luke.
There are some changes in choir personnel this fall. First, we welcome Gwen Combs to the alto section. Gwen’s a strong
singer with lots of choral experience, and we’re thankful to have her join us!
Drew Trautman began in the tenor section last summer. Drew is about to finish his DMA in Choral Conducting at USM. He
has assisted with every vocal ensemble at the university and conducted several of them in concert. Drew hails from South
Carolina, where he earned two degrees at Coastal Carolina University and gained extensive experience as a conductor,
teaching school music and conducting church choirs. He will be a formidable presence in our choir.
Finally, Matthew Gretz is leaving Hattiesburg. He recently completed his Master’s degree and is moving to Cincinnati to
pursue advanced study in psychology. We will miss him and his wonderful talents as a singer and violinist, but we wish him
the very best!

Westminster Welcomes Drew Trautman

T. Andrew Trautman is in the third and final year of his candidacy for the Doctor of Musical Arts in
Choral Conducting at the University of Southern Mississippi. As a graduate assistant at USM, he has
held a variety of teaching positions, including teacher of advanced aural skills, chorus master for
Southern Opera and Musical Theatre, and instructor-of-record for a 200-student music appreciation
class. He has assisted most of the choirs at USM and has led three of them in public performances.
Trautman holds two degrees from Coastal Carolina University (Myrtle Beach, SC), a Bachelor of Arts
in Music with a concentration in voice and percussion and a Master of Arts in Teaching with a
concentration on music. While he was pursuing his master’s degree, Trautman was selected as the
sole graduate assistant for the Department of Music at Coastal Carolina University.
He has studied conducting under Gregory Fuller, Jonathan Kilgore, Timothy Koch, Frances T. Sinclair,
James Tully, Richard Johnson, Daniel Bara, and David Rayl.
In 2012, Trautman took a position teaching choir, band, and general music at Waccamaw Middle School in Pawleys Island, SC. He was
also appointed the Associate Conductor of the Carolina Master Chorale, a community choir, under Dr. Tim Koch. In 2014, he was asked
to serve as Department Head at WMS and Secretary of the Board of Directors of CMC.
Trautman has been active in churches for over twenty years, receiving his initial rigorous musical training in the Episcopal Church’s
Royal School of Church Music Voice for Life program. Between 2007 and 2017, he served first as a member and then as the director of
the Wesley Chamber Choir, a professional choir at First United Methodist
Church of Myrtle Beach. During this time, he also freelanced for other

churches of other denominations including Baptist, Presbyterian, Anglican
Network, and non-denominational. For the last two years, he’s served as
a scholarship singer and occasional substitute music director at First
United Methodist in Laurel.

AUGUST ATTENDANCE

AUGUST 4 122

AUGUST 18 111

AUGUST 11 124

AUGUST 25 113

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Glen Nobles

13 Connie Roberts

23 Lola Norris

3 Robin Roberts

15 Carrie Cromartie

25 Sinclair Lundy

6 Julia Haydel

15 Charles Hogrefe

26 Florence Myers

7 John Turner

15 Catherine Sampson

27 Janet Burke

9 Catherine Holland

17 Carol Hickman

27 Raoul Jerome

12 Jimmy Myers

19 Claude Sanders

29 Keith McLarnan

12 Susan Sanders

22 Betsy McDaniel

29 Henry Haydel

23 Charles Brown
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MISSION HAVEN CHALLENGE—GOOD NEWS!
I am thrilled to report that the PW Challenge has been very successful. So far we have
exceeded our goal of raising $7,500 for repairs and renovations in one of the six
apartments on the Mission Haven campus. As of August 6, we’ve received $9350.20,
and there is still one month left in the campaign! There is always work to be done on the
property, and the additional funds have already been used for more needed updates in
this apartment. Many thanks to everyone who has supported this project. The volunteers
in Atlanta told me that they personally feel supported by our eﬀorts to help with these
needed renovations, and expressed their deep appreciation for what we here in
Mississippi are doing to make Mission Haven a true haven for our mission partners.
Martha Ann Hogrefe

The fall season marks the beginning of a new year in the
Presbyterian Women’s organiza8on. Our denomina8on has a
wri=en purpose statement that gives focus to planning at all
levels of our connec8onal church (Local, Presbytery, Synod,
and General Assembly). In the statement below, you will see
ways that Westminster’s PW plans its ac8vi8es and service to align with the denomina8onal purpose statement. We hope all
women of Westminster will renew their commitment to PW and its purpose as a new year begins. All are welcome!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN PURPOSE
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves:
to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study.
Everything we do is in response to this founda=on of our faith. The primary reason for having Circle mee8ngs is for prayer and
Bible study. PW also sponsors a prayer ministry that meets once a month to pray for members’ needs and for the needs of the
church. The Circles are the small groups through which PW organizes ac8vi8es.
To support the mission of the church worldwide, PW receives two oﬀerings each year that help fund projects around the world: the
Thank Oﬀering is received in the fall, and the Birthday Oﬀering in the spring. PW also owns and helps fund Mission Haven, and
sponsors a scholarship awarded to future pastors who are studying at Columbia Theological Seminary.
To work for jus=ce and peace, locally PW supports the Domes8c Abuse Center and the RISE organiza8on with dona8ons of money,
food, and supplies. PW is also inves8ga8ng how we can be of help in combaTng human traﬃcking and to build an inclusive, caring
community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.

Blessing of the backpacks

www.westminster-hattiesburg.com
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SEPTEMBER 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

4
5:30 PM SUPPER
7:00 PM CHOIR

5
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM ShareCare

6

7

LABOR DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

3
9:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

10
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
7:00 PM Circle 2

11
4:30 ADMIN MTG
5:30 PM SUPPER
WITH BOSWELL CHOIR
7:00 PM CHOIR

12
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

13

14

17
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Meeting
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

18
5:30 PM SUPPER
7:00 PM CHOIR

19
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

20

1
COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship

2

8
8:30 AM Growing
Spiritually
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Diaconate
11:30 AM Randall
Harris Reception
5:00 PM Youth
5:00 PM Circle 3

9

15
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Session
5:00 PM Children &
Youth

16
12:00 PM New
Beginnings

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

MEN OF THE
CHURCH
BREAKFAST TO
HONOR LAVON
SMITH

21
PW Fall Gathering at
Pineview
Presbyterian of
Hattiesburg

CURSILLO @ CAMP WESLEY PINES
22
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Sunday
School
11:30 AM FISH FRY

23

24
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

25
5:30 PM POTLUCK
7:00 PM CHOIR

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

26
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

27

28

YOUTH PARKING
LOT FUNDRAISER
LOT OPENS AT
4:00 PM

BREADBASKET
29
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Children &
Youth

30

www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

6:00 PM • SEPTEMBER 8

COMMUNITY PRAYER AT WEST POINT BAPTIST CHURCH
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It’s been a great summer…
Here’s to a blessed school year!

www.facebook.com/wpchattiesburg
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