Last week, 


we had two shepherds, 


but one choice.  

This week 


we get to hear how those two shepherd's sheep 



work things out.  

As we would expect, 


at least from our point of view, 



things work out better for those who follow the shepherd 




who takes care of the sheep marked for slaughter.  

We know that is the truth of scripture.  


That those marked for death 



find life.  

So why is it so hard to live out in reality?

The Lord addresses those concerns at the very start of chapter 12.  


He again reminds the people 



that this is “the word of the Lord concerning Israel.”  

In case their memory is fuzzy 

or they are having a really hard day, 


the Lord reminds him of who he is.  


What he has already done.  

The sheep marked for slaughter 


are called to trust the one who stretches out the heavens, 


lays the foundation of the earth, 


who forms the spirit of man within him. 



This is the creator God, 




who not only made the earth 





and all that is in it, 


but if you notice the tense of the verbs, 



they are continuously 



and currently still happening.  

Our Lord has not left things to work out on their own, 


but is currently stretching the heavens, 


laying the foundation, 


and forming the spirit of man, 



even today.  

This is the God that will take care of the sheep marked for slaughter.

Knowing the power and influence of this God, 


our next question is, 



what does he plan on doing?  

There are two things he clearly states, 


since there will be two sets of people, 


following two different types of shepherds.  



One group 




he will cause to stumble, 



the other 




he will cause to stand.  

The good news for us is, 


our math 


is not the same as heaven's math.  

It is the sheep marked for slaughter that will stand 

and the nations that stumble.

The cause of that stumble is Jerusalem.  


The nations will come to get rid of her, 



because Jerusalem is the antithesis to all that they stand for, 


and this gathering to eliminate her, 



is described as a cup of reeling, 



or stumble.  

It is a cup that will cause them to become so drunk 


that they can no longer stand.  

They will come ready to besiege her 


and in the process find 



that God has flipped the tables on them.

The question remains, 


which Jerusalem are we talking about?  

In Zechariah's day, 


Jerusalem was just being rebuilt.  

As we discussed last week, 


Jerusalem was again decimated in 70 a.d. By the Romans.  

It has been rebuilt time and time again


and has been recently repopulated with Jews 



by the Zionistic movement in the 1940s.  

The United States spends 3 billion dollars a year 


protecting and preserving the land of Israel and Jerusalem.  

Part of it stemming from the thought 


that we need to build up and preserve the Jewish presence in the land 



for this confrontation.  


Even someday, 



rebuilding the temple. 

For how else would God bring this prophecy to fruition, 


without our help?  



He only is the one who lays out the foundations of the earth, 



stretches out the heavens, 



and breathes our Spirit into us.

To this reality, 


we are told that a few things are unique about this particular Jerusalem.  

In this passage, 


we are reminded that this Jerusalem is big enough 



to be attacked by all nations, 

and by the time we conclude Zechariah, 


in 14:16, 


we are told it is large enough to hold the survivors from all nations 



within its bounds.  

This sounds awfully crowded for the Jerusalem I visited 


and that exists today.  

Hebrews 12:22 speaks of the heavenly Jerusalem, 


the one we await to descend from heaven, 



as heaven and earth are no longer separated by a thin veil.  

The writer of Hebrews describes the city this way, 


“But you have come to Mount Zion, 



to the heavenly Jerusalem, 



the city of the living God.


 You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,”  



this is the church of the first born, 



whose names are written in heaven.

It is this Jerusalem alone 


that makes sense to me of this prophesy.  

I know with God, 


anything is possible, 

but this seems to work with the other words of God that we have.  


What other place would the nations want to destroy?



The nations who are following foolish shepherds.  

There is no greater threat, 


than the kingdom of God being fully established in this world.  



It is a threat right now, 




because it calls for change.  



It will be a double threat then, 




because it means change or die.

The stubbornness of our hearts is highlighted, 


because when this reality comes, 



those of the world 




are pictured as people trying to move an immovable rock.  

A single stone of the Jerusalem temple weighs in at 15 tons, 


30,000 lbs.  

FYI, 


the world record for squats is 1,260 lbs.  



This includes have knee wraps.  

Which should give us a clue of the pain that is possible 


with this trying to move Jerusalem.  

I pray that none of you have experienced this, 


but the pain inflicted upon those who still stand against the Lord 



is imagined as the pain when you try and lift something 




until body parts tear apart, 




until muscles rip, 




and spines pop out of alignment.  


Take all of the pain seen in the opening of the old ABC's Wide world of Sports



 and multiply that infinately.

While that might ruin your appetite for food at fellowship afterwards, 


especially if you have experienced some of such pain, 

we also need to hear how this happens. 

On this great day, 


there is very little 



“you will do,” 


and 5 times we hear the Lord say, 



“I will” do.  

The Lord will do these things.  


One, 



God makes Jerusalem an immovable rock. 


Two, 



I will strike every horse with panic 



and rider with madness.  


Three, 



I will keep a watchful eye over Judah 



and I will blind the horses of the nations. 


Four, 



I will make the leaders of Judah like a firepot.  


And Five, 



I, 



the Lord, 




will save the dwellings.

These are an impressive array of things that God will do.  


There is a part of me that is curious about how he will go about doing them.  

We have a number of theories about how God will do this, 


taking bits of scripture 


and building scenarios from them.  

We spend time debating the sequencing and everything else.  


Which is somewhat foolish.  

The reason for this is, 


the God who stretched the heaven, 


laid the foundation, 


and breathed life into us, 



did most of this by simply speaking.  

God spoke 


and the world was created, 

God spoke 


and we were created.  
God did not need us to elect a certain person 


or perform a certain act 



before what God spoke occurred.  

The same is true for this conflict with the nations.  

In Revelation 19, 


we are shown a rider on a horse 


with the faithful following behind, 

but that is all we are told that they do, 


they follow behind.  

It is out of the White Riders mouth 


that comes the sharp two edged sword 



to strike down the nations.  

Again, 


this has been described previously as the Lord's tongue.


The words of the Lord are the tools necessary.

Our nuclear bombs, 

our stealth fighters, 

our air craft carriers, 

our brave, 


well trained armed forces 

are no match for the word of God.  

The Old Testament is filled with stories of well trained, 


well organized armies 



being thrown into confusion 


by the word of the Lord.  

Nor is our military essential for God to overcome the pagan nations, 


those who stand against God 

if you were to view the United States as the Christian Nation of popular thought.

Zechariah concludes with a story about the transformation 


of the sheep that were marked for slaughter.  

We are told that on that day, 


the feeblest will be like David 


and David's house like God.  

To that, 


we normally attribute fighting skills, 



because the context is a battle, 



and David was a mighty warrior, 




even as a mere shepherd boy, 





he defeated Goliath with a rock and a sling.  
But to this thought, 


I would bring us back to our memorial day sermon about the Warrior.  

It is not the skills for battle that are needed in this situation.  


It is the character of the warrior.

David was a warrior, 


who was willing to stand with God, 


no matter the overwhelming obstacles before him.  



Whether that be a giant twice his size 




that no one else in Israel would take on.  



Or if it was lying in a cave, 




with King Saul using his nation to take his life, 




and he does not take the opportunity to kill him 





and make his life easier. 

 David stands firmly in the call and leading of the Lord, 


because that is what allows him to stand at all.

Those of the family of David will be godlike, 


like the angel 


or messenger of God leading the people.  

I could try and make the connection to David's desire of a man after God's own heart, 

or Solomon, 


David's son 



as the man who asked for God's wisdom.  

I would have some grounds there for saying they were Godlike.  

However, 


I will choose to look at God's bigger picture 



in bringing Jesus of Nazareth, 



a descendent of the line of David, 




to sit on the throne of Israel as King.  

That is the simple, 

clear illustration of God making the house of David godlike.  


For he has the wisdom, 


nature, 


and love of God exemplified in laying down his life, 



as God himself, 


for the people.

This is what allows the people of Judah and Jerusalem to stand.  

This is what allows us to stand 


and as we live into this calling to be God's new Israel, 

it will help us to stand as part of Judah, 


the people of God, 

as part of Jerusalem, 


the City of the People of God, 



if this day happens in our lifetime.  

If it does not, 


these promises also strengthen us for the ordinary day, 


not just the big day, 



that day.  

They remind us that we are called to be such people now, 


that we have the power to be such people now, 



because our King has already come, 



the Kingdom is currently waging battle against the nations, 

but that the war was won that day on the cross, 


just outside of Jerusalem.

