February 2013

Volume 24 02

Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common
interest in keeping cage birds in captivity. To educate
members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.

This Month’s Meeting
February 28, 2013
Presents

Lynette Lyon
"Educating with Exotics"
NO BIRDS AT THIS MEETING
THEY WILL GET EATEN.
See BIO on page 6
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LETTERS
to the EDITOR
Letters to the Editor are
always welcome. Send your
comments or suggestions to:
RECBC
Attn: Newsletter
P.O. Box 6232
Santa Rosa Ca. 95406
or
email me at
glenti@comcast.net
Thank you!
Newsletter Editor

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN OUR NEWSLETTER?

Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00
Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial Ad sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for Commercial Ads and glenti@comcast.net for
Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s
staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@recbc.net

PRESIDENT
George Lentini (12)
(707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

AFA Delegates
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804

VICE PRESIDENT
Earl McEnaney (13)
(707) 869-1229
stewball4@comcast.net

Club Librarian
Cheryl Cattan

SECRETARY
Chloe Jane Baskin (13)
(707) 823-1675
shelterescue@gmail.com

Hospitality
Carolyn Rawlinson (707) 778-9269
Newsletter Editor
George Lentini (707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

TREASURER
Linda Karnstedt (12)
(707) 566-1366
Linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com

Photography
Chloe Baskin

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE

Raffle
Cheryl Cattan (707) 664-8965

Cheryl Cattan (12)
(707) 664-8965

Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney & George Lentini

Donna Shore (13)
(707) 585-7524
dshore@recbc.net

Website
Jackie Turner
Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

Calendar of Events
March 28th - Stacy Loula - Making foraging toys & how to rebuild toys.
April 25th - Toy Making Party
May 23rd - TBD
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BIRDIE BUCKS
Birdie Bucks are distributed by our Raffle Chairperson,
Cheryl Cattan, at club meetings and events.

You can earn Birdie Bucks by:
• Donating to the meeting raffle table
• Bringing food to share at meetings
• Volunteering at events (i.e. Apple Fair, Home and
Garden Show, and the RECBC BIRD EXPO)
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Speaker of the Month
Lynette Lyon
Lynette Lyon is an exotic animal trainer from Sonoma,
California. She began working with exotic animals with
her family when she was just ten years old. As a
youngster she volunteered at Pet's Lifeline. During her
teen years she gained knowledge and experience
with Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue as a rehabilitator.
Since then she has worked for and with a variety of
animal facilities including Discovery Kingdom, Animal
Gardens Zoo, Classroom Safari and Safari
West. Lynette fulfilled all of the requirements needed
to obtain restricted species permits. She has been
awarded permits for fennec foxes, African
Serval, Geoffroy Cat, Coatimundi, and a Wallaby to
name a few.
President’s Message
Well there goes January. Where did it go ??
Now its February and Valentine’s Day is coming up.
I hope that you don’t forget to give your pets a Valentine Gift.
We had a few nice warm days around 70 degrees, so I didn’t waste
anytime in getting my 3 birds outside for
their baths. They loved it.
Fred couldn’t wait so I wanted to see if
he would take a bath on my kitchen
table. First and Last time, to messy (for
me). Fred had fun.
Next Month learn on to make foraging
toys and how to rebuild parrot toys.
Should be fun.
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Birdkeeping Naturally
EB Cravens
January ‘13

“What Kind of Iden ty Has Your Parrot?”
Whenever we presume to take a psi acine into our home as a
companion or pet, we are in eﬀect fashioning the human and
environmental input that will determine much of how that parrot
behaves for the rest of its life. Premier among the eﬀects of life
amongst human keepers is the actual idenƟty our birds begin to
acquire during their early training and forma ve years. In one way,
every hookbill has its own unique character; but there are some
basic generaliza ons which can be made about such personality
traits, certainly when it comes to the way a pet or breeder bird
seems to regard itself.
Take for example a baby Umbrella Cockatoo that is held and
cuddled, plied with warm mush food well past normal weaning
stages, talked to in human “baby talk”, and altogether treated as if
it were a living teddy bear. Is it any wonder that such a psi acine
would eventually begin to think of itself as a toddler amongst
people? Sure the bird has feathers and preens, eats and sleeps and
poops much as its ancestors in the wild did; yet when it looks out of
those jet black‐turning‐to‐brownish eyes, it sees only what it
desires: human interac on, aﬀec on, touch, love, and ac vity s m‐
ulus. Such a pet seldom seeks out dealings with other parrots, let
alone its own kind, unless it was lucky enough to spend many
weeks in a group of young cockatoos that are encouraged to evolve
like fledglings and behave like birds. For the normal limited‐
experience avian creatures, even the simple process of
allo‐preening with another parrot can be viewed as a significant
breakthrough in their looming iden ty crisis. Does not that seem
rather preposterous—raising a psi acine that is so emo onally
mixed up it does not even grasp the basic beak‐to‐plumage
methods of touch between like species, companions, family or flock
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

members!
I once had a handfed male Princess of Wales Parakeet named
Valiant who, despite all our eﬀorts, chose to court one of our
Amboina King Parrots. The princess hens in the aviary were of li le
interest to Valiant; he iden fied with the striking red kings when it
came to aﬀec on. I don’t know exactly why or how this came
about. Perhaps Valiant was handfed at a me when we also had
baby kings in our nursery. The point is, ‘ s not all that uncommon in
the domes c pet parrot world for a certain kind of psi acine to
prefer a diﬀerent species when it comes to companionship or
ma ng behaviors. Human keepers have a diﬃcult me training par‐
rot ‘children’ about all the proper parrot social roles. I guess it is
somewhat similar to the golden retriever which is brought up
around pet rabbits or cats and is therefore indiﬀerent to them.
I was once delivering a lecture to a Southern California bird club,
lights turned oﬀ, slide show in progress, when I began making
psi acine vocalisa ons as part of the talk. When I commenced
u ering a male cocka el call, a single caged cocka el in the back of
the room immediately piped up and began to whistle back to the
microphone. The audience and I all had a good chuckle at that
moment. But the real point I was making at the me related to how
people mostly tend to use human sounds and discourse when
‘talking’ to their birds. That prac ce has its place in a home, of
course, but to me it seems much more vital to use our own imitated
parrot vocalisa ons when expressing warning calls, contact calls,
sleep and hunger and relaxa on and contentment sounds. How
many vocalisa ons of your birds can you categorize, understand,
imitate, and respond to? Such things may seem like a small part of
the total package of how you and your pet get along; yet they also
indicate just how much natural idenƟty has your parrot—and how
much you value and respect that.
I have raised enough baby psi acines here at The Perfect Parrot
and at Feathered Friends of Santa Fe to fully realize that it is oh so
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

easy to dote on the chicks and spoil them with un‐parrotlike
a en ons. Love comes eﬀortlessly with young and fledgling
hookbills. But we who birth and keep such birds must always re‐
member to treat parrots as parrots, not as ny human beings. It is
just as simple to raise and train your pets in ways that seek to pre‐
serve their avian iden ty as it is to do things which usurp the avian
behaviors, ins nct, and wild savvy. Neither process would dictate
any necessary denial of love or aﬀec on. To the contrary, when I
work to encourage a psi acine iden ty in my parrot, I am giving it a
unique and las ng gi that will carry it through years of rela ng to
all kinds of persons and other animals. Whereas if I go ahead and
treat it like a human toddler, like that Umbrella Cockatoo men‐
oned prior, I am se ng the pet up for a poten al trauma c let‐
down if and when it encounters humans that do not live up to its
expecta ons. Sexuality in a hormonal parrot can ins gate just such
a letdown. We birdkeepers have to realize that humans cannot sup‐
ply all of our parrots’ needs and demands. There are some invisible
walls between bird and keeper which can never be removed…
What kind of iden ty has your parrot? Look closely now; it’s nev‐
er too late to improve upon it in a fully natural manner.
Aloha nui loa, EB
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REFRESHMENTS
We all like to snack at our meetings.
Bring that bag of cookies or chocolate that you’re afraid
to keep at home - and let your
fellow club members gain the pounds!
The range of last names to bring snacks will be
M-R will be for February 2013.
We will no longer bring sodas just water.
Thank you.

In Home Bird Sitting Service
(707) 585-7524 or email
Donna Shore at dshore@recbc.net
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Manzanita Bird Perches & Loose/Bulk Manzanita Branches from
Wine Country Garden Art
Our Manzantia Bird Perches come in many sizes; for any and all
birds, large or small. We always have finished perches on "notip" stands in stock. Perches can be custom built to your specifications, any height or width, within reason. Food and water stations placed where ever you like and hooks to hang toys. All you
have to do is ask! We can have just about any perch completed
and ready for pick-up or shipping, in two weeks.
Each Perch keeps both functionality and beauty in mind. All the
wood is locally grown and sensibly harvested. Left naturally nontoxic, our Manzanita Perches will be a piece of artwork in your
home and a safe playground for your avian friends. Any size
perch can come on a rolling stand so can be easily moved about
without any loss in stability. Finished Manzanita perches range in
price from $5-$325.
We've got lots of loose manzanita branches for sale as well with
exceptional prices on bulk purchases ranging from $4 to $15. Bulk
orders are discounted.
Phone: 707-318-8169, Santa Rosa, CA, Email: info@winecountrygardenart.com

Website: www.winecountrygardenart.com
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THE FEATHER FARM, INC

RECBC Members Receive
10 % off on Bird Food, Cages and Supplies
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General Meeting Place

Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway Exit from 101
4th Thursday of the month
Meetings begin promptly @ 7:00 P.M.

Support our additional Sponsors!
Please show your membership card prior to purchase.
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229.
Call for availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby
birds to all RECBC members.
The Bird Exchange & Honkey Donkey Farm.
5355 Hall Road, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95401
Phone: (707) 575-0433
10% discount on cages and supplies only to RECBC members.
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RAFFLE
A big THANK YOU to all the members that
brought items for the raffle.
Remember...they don’t have to be bird related
or new - just in clean, usable condition
♦One man’s junk is another man’s treasure
♦We like re-gifting, so help us out
♦This is one of the clubs’ main resource of
♦funds Your dues only pay for a small
♦fraction of club expenses

TREASURER REPORT
By Linda Karnstedt
January
2013

INCOME
Membership

$

54.00

Raffle/Meetings

$

42.00

Income Total:

$

96.00

Newsletter Printing

$

131.04

Speakers Expense

$

75.00

AFA Affiliation Dues

$

125.00

Expense Total:

$

331.04

EXPENSES

Beginning Bank Balance:
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$ 5,136.67

MINUTES OF THE BOARD

January 17, 2013
Present at Meeting: Chloe Baskin, Cheryl Cattan, Linda
Karnstedt, George Lentini, Earl McEnaney
President George Lentini called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
The Minutes of the December Meeting were read and approved. George
read the President's' Message.
The Treasurer Report was discussed, and the fact the Member
enrollment is down, and we need to boost enrollment and find ways to
raise funds. One way to do this is to raise money by selling toys. The
next Toy Party will occur at the April, 2013 meeting.
It was mentioned that because we did not hold a Bird Mart this year,
and did not have a meeting at Safari West, fundraising has been limited.
We all agreed that we need to do more advertising for the club to bring
in new members and become more visible. Linda has prepared a flyer
that will be widely posted at vet offices, and farm suppliers such as
Western Farm and Frizelle Enos.
Earl volunteered to be our delegate to the AFA, since Karyn has moved
permanently to Florida.
Lynette Lyon, from Lyon Ranch, will be speaking to us in February on
small, exotic animals (no birds at February meeting!).
Linda and George will speak with members of the Safari West staff
about new things to do and see so that we may have a more of an
experience at our next visit.
It was also suggested that we contact speakers from the past who may
wish to come back and give another talk. Contacts at UC Davis will be
made to see if there are new topics and new speakers.
Someone mentioned the topic of Flamingos, and the topic of
4H pigeons was mentioned. George has volunteered to ask Western
Farm about the possibility of topics and speakers from their staff and/or
customers. Linda will contact a man in Windsor who has emus.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted by Chloe Baskin
17
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be
published in the directory
unless otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping cage birds
in captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$32.00

$27.00

$27.00

$22.00

$22.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club

Pet/Breeder

Pet/Breeder

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Amazons
African Parrots
Budgies
Canaries
Cockatiels
Cockatoos
Conures
Doves
Eclectus
Finches
Game birds

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Grasskeets
Lories/Lorikeets
Lovebirds
Macaws
Parrotlets
Pionus
Ringnecks
Rosellas
Australian Parakeets
Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair, toymaking party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc.) Would you be interested
and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have any specialized
talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!
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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991

REMINDER
Check your mailing
address label for
renewal date.
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