
“Green” Grass  

An urban nutrient management 
planning program 



Problems 

 



Problems 

 



• Poor turf management leads to sediment and 
nutrients in the waterways 

• Excess pet waste also contributes to water 
quality problems 

• Fertilizing at the wrong time of  year 

• Using fertilizer as a deicer  

Virginia 

cultivates 

1,702,000 acres 

of lawn 



History  

• In 2009 Fauquier County Board of Supervisors 

• Nutrient Management for agricultural land 



Built a program 

• John Marshall SWCD 
• Borrowed from Extension in 

Prince William 
• Stared on a trial basis in 2009 
• Soil test 
• Evaluate turf quality and type 
• Measure area of turf 
• Recommend fertilizer and lime 

and timing 
• General information packet  
• DCR Certified Urban Nutrient 

Management Plan Writer  
 



Extension Master Gardeners 

 



Publicity  

• Brochure  

 



• Farmers Market 



Warrenton  

Lifestyle  

Magazine  



Facts  
• Started in 2009 and 

did 20 lawns 

• Doing almost 100 
Nutrient 
Management plans 
each year now.  

Other Potomac Round Table 

Communities with Urban Nutrient 

Management Programs 

• Prince William 1990 

• Loudoun 2009 

• Fairfax 2011 

• Stafford 2012  



Challenges 

• Main barrier is lack of knowledge of 
the program  

• Apathy – Don’t do anything  

• Someone else takes care of the lawn 

• Volunteer management 

• Environmental concerns of turf  

• Communication  



Goals 

• Create a on-line application 

• Create database that will generate customized 
report to clients  

• Submit all plans to DCR 

• Contribute to the storm water management 
goals that the town of Warrenton and 
Fauquier County have set 



Questions and other ideas? 

Tim Ohlwiler 

tohlwile@vt.edu 

540.341.7950 x3 

mailto:tohlwile@vt.edu

