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We cannot keep our kids from growing up. Eventually they will
leave home to attend college and begin life on their own. Parents
will no longer be able to make them go to church or insure that
they will be spiritually engaged. What parents can do is instill a
faith-based foundation that hopefully will lead them to make
clear choices about their spiritual direction.
This is the purpose of Confirmation. Through the Body of Christ,
young people can understand that spiritual choices are important
in the path and decision they make. Confirmation is not a rite of
passage nor a check-off on a “to do list.” It is a teaching process
which nurtures a child’s awareness of God. It helps them
prioritize a relationship through Christ. The underlying lesson of
Confirmation is to help a young person make a relationship with
God through Christ a priority in their life. Thus, participation in
all aspects of Confirmation needs to be a priority. We will do
everything possible to accommodate a family’s busy lifestyle,
which includes sports, vacation, school events, family activities
and work. Still, we ask that the confirmands and their families
make Confirmation a priority as well. A lifelong relationship
with God demands a deep commitment and should be given the
highest priority in a young person’s life.
There are 5 components of the Confirmation process:
1. Class Lessons

2. Family involvement
3. Mentoring
4. Local Church activities
5. Outside activities
IMPORTANT: Class lessons are dependent on the other four components. If there is no active involvement in the
other events, then class lessons will not be beneficial. It is up to the parents to ensure that each confirmand engages
in all aspects of the process. These lessons are reliant on the confirmand’s participation as well as the family’s and
mentor’s involvement.
Role of Family
Family Involvement encourages each household to set aside time to openly discuss the role of the church within the
family structure. Each member from grandparents to youngest child should share in the growth and development of
the confirmand’s relationship with God, since that relationship is the foundation of the family’s dynamics.
Parents should:
 Set expectations for your children about church participation, participation in Confirmation projects,
activities and church attendance.
 Set an example by your own participation in the church.
 Stay in close communication with Pastor if there are any questions or concerns.
 Set aside specific time for active discussions of faith with all family members.

We do not want to disrupt the family’s routine. It is important that parents use family time to explore their Christian
values and help students incorporate those values into their lives. Confirmation is a family activity.
Mentoring
Mentors will meet with the students to discuss questions they may have about their faith, provide a positive adult
Christian role model, assist them with their service projects and lead them through developing their faith. The hope
is that young people will develop a relationship with someone in the church who demonstrates that they genuinely
care about them, their walk of faith and will assist the students in understanding what it means to live a life of faith.
Mentors are not expected to have “all the answers.” They are encouraged to dialogue with students rather than
provide “correct responses” to the young person’s questions. No question is too outlandish, and at this age young
people may briefly explore seemingly outrageous beliefs. Allow this, ask questions, accept them where they are in
their journey and share your own thoughts. Have fun!
The Mentor is asked to do the following:
 Have (3) three 30-45-minute conversations with their Confirmand within the 1-year period of Confirmation.
 The first conversation, dedicated to the Mentor and Confirmand getting to know each other, includes the
Mentor sharing some part of his or her “faith story”. The Mentor will talk about how they came to know God
and what impact their Christian faith has on their life.
 The second conversation, held sometime in early fall, is dedicated to the Confirmand sharing what they have
learned and how they have been challenged in their faith, positively and negatively.
 The third talk should involve a discussion on what is happening in the Confirmand’s life and should be open
to a free-flow sharing of thoughts and feelings. The confirmand should share how their perspective on faith
has changed.
 Mentors should make themselves available should the Confirmand wish to speak with them confidentially.
IMPORTANT: These conversations are not meant to be lessons or evaluations. Their purpose is for each person to
share their thoughts and get to know each other. You may share common interests which are not related to faith, but
which help in creating a bond.
 Mentors are encouraged to attend with the confirmand other events or services outside their churches such
as; another place of worship, spiritual rally or event. This is not required; however, it does provide an
opportunity to visit and share with the Confirmand.
 Mentors will be allowed to attend class session; however, this is not required
 IMPORTANT: A Mentor cannot be a relative, Godparent or guardian. In some cases, two students can have
the same mentor especially with siblings. This will need to be discussed with the Pastor and the mentor.
Local Church activities
Active participation in church teaches valuable lesson and deepens their connection to the family of God. It allows
them to experience each member’s journey and define their own faith in the greater community of the church family.
It can also instill a pattern of worship which maintains a healthy and connected relationship with God through the
church, the Bride of Christ. While we hope they will remain faithful members of the Methodist church, Confirmation
is intended to welcome them into God’s universal church which the United Methodist is an active member of.
There are many events they can attend and there will be some projects to complete. We do want them to participate
in church services and will more clearly outline their responsibilities as we approach those events. The program also
has suggestions for the parents and Mentors to engage with the kids. We encourage you to take an active role in their
growth.
Required Activities:
 Methodist Confirmation Rally, TBD (usually in March) 2019 or 2020
 Confirmation Camp Comeca or Fontenelle in June or July of 2019 or 2020. TBD
 Gospel Celebration, July @ Webster Co Fair.
 Attend at least 12 regular Sunday services throughout the year
 In addition, assist with all special services including: Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday.
Good Friday, Easter, Christmas Eve
 Help with Communion
 Actively participate in a church sponsored youth group.
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 Assist with at least one service at the Blue Hill Care Center.
Outside activities
Events outside the local member’s church help a young person experience how others live their faith. It can provide
a perspective beyond the culture in which they have experienced church most of their lives. Seeing how others
worship can broaden their awareness of God’s presence in other communities and cultures. This can lead to a greater
understanding of the role God has for His churches and for the confirmand. The following outside activities are
encouraged;
 Invite friends to attend their church and attend their church as well.
 Attend Youth Rallies: Dare 2 Share (2019 or 2020), One Event (2019 or 2020)
 Attend Chrysalis or other spiritual growth events
 Visit other denominations/church/worship centers. Options include the following types though not all are
required: Traditional, Contemporary, non-protestants (Catholic, Orthodox etc.), non-Christians (Jewish,
Islamic, Buddhist).
 You may also consider Church of Latter Day Saints, Seventh Day Adventist, Friends/Quaker, Pentecostal
and others. (Please take your parents and/or Mentor along. Also, please consult with me and your parents
first before visiting a church which is not mainline or of a different culture.)
Itinerary and Age group
The program contains lessons which will begin in February of each calendar year. We will meet the first and third
week of each month with no classes in June, July and Aug. The kids will be busy with summer activities, so we will
not try to maintain a class schedule. However, there are activities involving nursing home visits, the Gospel
Celebration at the Webster Co. Fair and Confirmation camp that they will need to participate in. Also, we hope they
will attend Church as often as summer schedules will allow. We will resume in Sept. and be finished by midFebruary; essentially from the beginning of Lent, Ash Wednesday, till next year’s Lent season. Tentatively,
Confirmation is planned for either Palm or Easter Sunday.
Sundays are the preferred time for classes. Other nights or Saturday morning may also work. Within a month prior to
the start of Confirmation, a meeting involving all participants; kids, parents and mentors will take place.
Age Groups
To accommodate the unique demographics of our small member church we will be accepting children beginning at
the age of 13. (Students who will turn 13 during the Confirmation year may be eligible. This will be determined by
the Pastor and the parents.)
We understand that in a small member church Confirmation classes cannot occur every year and some groups need
to be “bunched up” to avoid single student classes. My seminary instructor was surprised to learn that many of her
student often conducted classes with as few as 1 student and rarely more than five. She had never experienced
anything under 20.
Participation in programs such as Chrysalis and Dare 2 Share, though highly beneficial, can be challenging to some
age groups. So, while we would like to make some events mandatory, such as Chrysalis, 1 they will be optional
instead. We strive to create a lesson plan that accommodates a wide age range of students. This “uniqueness” in
small member churches make the role of the mentor and the family essential in developing a strong foundation of
faith especially for the younger group.
 Confirmation will begin in February of each calendar year and run till the following February
Summary
of the following calendar.
 Requires a minimum of 2 participants
 Must be age 13 or older (with some exceptions)
 Classes will be the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month, unless otherwise determined.
 Each young person will choose a mentor who is not a family member or legal guardian. (Mentors can assist
more than one student with approval from Pastor)
 Each child will actively participate in weekly service at least 12 times a year and in special services as
outlined previously.
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We strongly urge participants to attend when they reach the age of 15.
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 They will attend Confirmation Camp, Bishop’s Confirmation Rally, Gospel Celebration.
 Participate in a church sponsored youth group.
 Confirmand’s family is asked to intentionally set aside time to engage in faith-based discussion with the
confirmand.



Obviously, we need to maintain some flexibility in the process. I encourage parents to visit with me, so we can
discuss the specifics of your family’s situation. Our focus should always be on what is best for the kids. How can the
congregation help parents raise kids with solid and permanent values based on the teaching of Christ Jesus? We pray
that this Confirmation program will provide the building blocks for our children, for their families and for the
communities in which they share and live their faith.

“At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father,
for this is what you were pleased to do.” (Luke 10:21)

Thank You
Dear Blue Hill UMC Congregation,
We would like to thank you for your many expressions of sympathy as we grieve
Bill’s death. Thank you for the cards, food, delicious lunch and, most of all, your
love and prayers, which are upholding us as we grieve.
Blessings,
Alice & Family

Bladen Church Cleaning Schedule
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Yard Maintenance
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Mary Karr Family
Bonifas Family
TBD
Jennifer H & Verna K
Meyers
Tim & Melanie Engelhardt
Karen & Susan
Jeff & Shirley

Weekly Bible Lessons
June 3
1 Samuel 3:1-20
2 Corinthians 4:5-12

2nd Sunday of Pentecost
Green
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
Mark 2:23-3:6

June 10
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
1 Samuel 8:4-20 (11:14-15)
Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 Mark 3:20-35

Green

June 17
4th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Psalm 20 or 72
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13), 14-17
Mark 4:26-34

Green

June 24
5th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 Psalm 9:9-20
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41

Green

6th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 130
Mark 5:21-43

Green

July 1
2 Samuel 1;1, 17-27
2 Corinthians 8:7-15

July 8
7th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm 48
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13

Green

July 15
8th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 Psalm 24
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29

Green

July 22
2 Samuel 7:1-14a
Ephesians 2:11-22

9th Sunday after Pentecost
Green
Psalm 89:20-37
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

July 29
2 Samuel 11:1-15
Ephesians 3:14-21

10th Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 14
John 6:1-21

Green

August 5
11th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a Psalm 51:1-12
Ephesians 4:1-16
John 6:24-35

Green

5

Bible Studies and Sunday Schools
Blue Hill
CHILDREN’S DEEP BLUE SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School will resume next year in September.
THURSDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY
This interdenominational Bible Study meets in the church
conference room at 1:30 p.m. each Thursday.
FOURTH DAY COVENANT SHARING
Each week, we welcome our brothers and sisters in Christ to share a time of prayer, devotion, sharing and
accountability with each other. Through this weekly covenant, we gather to share our commitment to Christ
and witness to our work of faith in our lives and community. We meet every Saturday at 8 a.m at the Blue
Hill UMC. This covenant sharing is open to all people of faith.
CHRISTIAN MEN'S BREAKFAST
The third Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. Meetings alternate between the Bladen and Blue Hill churches.

Bladen
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Meets Sunday mornings @ 9:15. We will be covering Life Beyond Amazing by David Jeremiah.
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOLS
Youth classes have ended until next Fall. Have a great summer!
MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Mondays @ 9 a.m at the Bladen UMC. Everyone welcome! We will continue to cover the book of Daniel.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
We are currently on break for the summer.

Bladen UMW
Upcoming Meeting Dates
June 14 @ 9:00 am
Hosted by Karen Koelder
Lesson by Sharon Berns

July 12 @ 9:00 am
Hosted by Mardelle Grandstaff
Lesson by Deb Albers

June 13-16
Great Plains Annual Conference
Send School Supplies for UMCOR

July 22
Gospel Celebration @ Fair

July 27-29
Mission U in Kearney
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Danie’s Diary

School is out, and summer vacation has begun! Next year my baby will
be in kindergarten. I go from being excited to sad to nervous every time I
think about it. I’m sure that is pretty par for the course for all parents in
this stage of life. It has me realizing just how fast time really does go.
I’ve heard it from just about everyone I can imagine, but once you have a
child it is striking how true it is. It feels like yesterday I was snuggling
him under the stars watching fireworks from our back yard when he was
only a few days old.
Not only does time move quickly, it is incredibly precious. Time with
your friends and family is the most invaluable commodity we have.
There’s no way to buy more, what is gone is gone forever, and what is to
come will be in the past before you know it. Memories become the only
thing you have to show for the time you have spent. Moments that you
think are so monumental may become dwarfed by those you didn’t even
realize you were making. I can’t remember every moment of my wedding
reception, but I can still hear the laughter during a spontaneous dance
party in the kitchen of my best friend’s mom who recently lost her battle
with cancer. My collegiate graduation ceremony is like a vague blip on
the radar, but the stories told at a Christmas gathering told by a family
member that we recently lost is fresh in my mind.
You hear it time and time again that tomorrow is not a guarantee. Yet, I
still find myself squandering time that could be spent building memories
with family and friends. I’m as guilty as the next person in allowing my
pride to stand in the way of reconciliations that I could possibly not get a
chance at. When something is said so much that it becomes cliché, you’d
think we would be at least listening to that advice. So, once more for
those in the back, live today like you may not have tomorrow. We never
know when God will call us home. Don’t let the sun go down on anger.
Call that friend, sibling, parent, whomever and actively decide to put
aside your differences. Stop checking your email and play a game with
your child or grandchild. Live your life and love your people.

7

8

June Birthdays
Bladen

Linda Lovejoy
Connor Brown
Rayburn Wessels
Toni Turner
Jerrad Karr
Chelsie Lipker
Judy Carlson
Keith Crowe
Julie Engelhardt
Ed Kaufman
Cooper Crowe
Abigail Engelhardt
Justin Bonifas
Collin Brown
Sean Danehey
Peggy Timm
Pat Danehey

Blue Hill

6/1
6/2
6/6
6/9
6/12
6/16
6/17
6/18
6/18
6/18
6/21
6/21
6/22
6/25
6/25
6/28
6/30

Ketih Gilbert
Lana James
Bill Armstrong
Savannah Murphy
Iva Beach
Mark Strasburg
Clifford Beach
Neil Johnson
Gabe Anderson
Margaret Armstrong
Merritt Barton
Sydney Shestak

6/2
6/2
6/3
6/9
6/14
6/14
6/20
6/21
6/22
6/22
6/23
6/29

July Birthdays
Bladen
DaNise Crenshaw
Susan Crowe
Jacob Lovejoy
LaVeda Berns
Emily Engelhardt
Josh Church
Jenna Thayer
Jerry Kaufman

Blue Hill
7/6
7/13
7/14
7/19
7/21
7/23
7/24
7/28

Travis James
Brayden Rathjen
Allie Thallman
Sam James
Kelli James
Tayten Menke
Dustin Karr
Jacquie Cox
John Weddingfeld
Wendy Anderson
Michael Stokes
Evelyn Nemecek
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7/4
7/5
7/9
7/15
7/18
7/18
7/23
7/25
7/25
7/29
7/30
7/31

Anniversaries
Bladen
Kenneth & LaVeda Berns
Pete & Delores Meyer
Keith & Susan Crowe
Dennis & Cindy Timm
Meredith & Cheryl Engelhardt
James & Janet Karr
Pat & Dianne Danehey
Tim & Melanie Engelhardt
Gerald & Mardelle Grandstaff
Jim & Christine Brown
Add fun to
Your Marriage
from
Focus on
the Family

Blue Hill
6/8
6/9
6/12
6/14
6/17
6/19
6/21
6/30
7/4
7/11

Duane & Connie Lienemann
Bill & Margaret Armstrong
Chuck & Mary VanBoening
Evart & Shirley Barton
Alfred Jr & Jennifer Anderson
Dusin & Krista Karr
Rod & Shari Olson

6/3
6/7
6/10
6/12
6/19
6/21
6/25

Plan for fun times
Once you find fun in everyday moments, you may
start craving it in larger doses. Make time for fun
dates. Schedule one night a week to hit the town
and unwind. Studies show that quality couple time
on a regular basis relieves stress. Quality time
evades many couples who get stuck in the rut of
"dinner and a movie." If your marriage lacks in the
creative dating department, try something new.
Consider roller-skating, hiking, spelunking, waterskiing, zip-lining, fishing, bowling or cooking
classes.
A weekly date night is good, but an annual abandon
is even better. Plan a getaway every year while the
kids are at camp, with grandparents or on a school
trip. Going on a trip is exciting, but you can get just
as much excitement out of planning a trip. If you
haven't been on a vacation since your honeymoon,
it's time to plan some out-of-town fun where you
get away from work and the kids.
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Greeters & Servers
Blue Hill
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

Darrel & Kathy Buschkoetter
Pat & Ray Cook
Will & Jan Wells
Margaret Zimmerman

July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29

Bob & Marlene Albin
Mike & Angela Menke
Mark & Dee Strasburg
Jan Zimmerman
Chuck & Mary VanBoening

Bladen
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

Brant & Tracy
Jim & Christine
Julie & Deb Albers
Peggy & Brittany

July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29

Chuck & Arlene
Gerald & Mardelle
Kevin & Mary
Jeff & Shirley
Dennis & Cindy
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Our Offerings to God
Bladen UMC Income & Expenses
March – April 2018

Month

Income

March
April

Expenses

$3,320.00
$4,095.00
$14,455.00

Totals for Year

$9,196.84
$3,421.58
$20,805.61

Blue Hill UMC Income & Expenses
March – April 2018

Month

Income

March
April
Totals for Year

Expenses

$2,765.00
$27,256.95
$37,973.15

$3,758.59
$21,119.50
$34,047.87

2018 Mission Shares Paid
Church
Bladen
Blue Hill

Our Mission
Shares
$7,715
$5,872

Mission Shares
Percentage
Paid
$$2,616.68
$1,468.02

34%
25%

And do not forget to do good and to share with others,
for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
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Your Church Leadership
2018 Blue Hill Administrative Board
Darrel Buschkoetter, Chairperson
756-7070
Kathy Murphy Buschkoetter, Lay Leader
756-7070
Marlene Albin, Treasurer
756-4105
Lana James, Finance Chair
756-3370
Shari Olson, Financial Secretary
756-2584
Dee Strasburg, Recording Secretary
756-6433
Dee Strasburg, Trustees Chair
756-6433
Mary VanBoening, Membership Secretary
756-3842
Margaret Zimmerman, Supt. of Church School
756-3562
Darrel Buschkoetter, Missions & Social Concerns
756-7070
Margaret Zimmerman, Missions & Social Concerns 756-2727
Jenny Andersen, Camping Coordinator
(402) 461-6104
Wayne Strasburg, Ushers
756-3388
Kathy Murphy Buschkoetter,
756-7070
District Cluster/Network Member
2018 Bladen Administrative Board
Keith Crowe, Chairperson
Bonna Vance Vice-Chairperson
Gerald Grandstaff, Lay Leader
Shirley Ewing, Treasurer
Mardelle Grandstaff, Finance Chair
Karen Koelder Financial Secretary
Delores Meyer, Secretary, Worship Chair
Karen Koelder, Trustee Chair
Melanie Engelhardt, Membership Secretary
Cindy Timm, Education Chair
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756-1172
756-3631
756-5588
756-1285
756-5588
756-1352
756-6452
756-1352
756-1620
756-1662

Contact Information
Melanie Engelhardt, Youth Council
Mardelle Grandstaff, Missions & Social Concerns
Sharon Berns, Memorial Chair
Toni Turner, Prayer Chain
Meredith Engelhardt, Ushers
Jeff Ewing, President Christian Men
Delores Meyer, President, UM Women
Pastor Dan Albers

756-1620
756-5588
756-1018
756-1642
756-1282
756-1285
756-6452
756-2091

Staff Parish Relations Committee
Marjorie Lockhart, Chair
Verna Kaufman
Jennifer Karr
Will Wells

756-1167
756-1142
756-1126
(402) 705-0795

Church Office
Phone: 756-2091
Email: bhbladenumc@gtmc.net
Address: 302 S Webster / Blue Hill, NE 68930
Website: bluehillbladenumc.org
Please feel free to contact Pastor Dan at any time.
Parsonage
Cell
Church

(402) 756-2092
(402) 746-0185
(402) 756-2091

Pastor
Church
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dan122553@yahoo.com
bhbladenumc@gtmc.net

Mission Statement for the
Bladen United Methodist Church
Our mission is to take the church to the people and to establish new
Christian believers. As aspiring Christians, we need to share the joy that
our faith brings and to share the good news in our daily lives and in our
community.

Mission Statement for the
Blue Hill United Methodist Church
We are called by God to be His disciples, to live according to His
teachings and to share His love with others so they might come to know
Him as their Lord and Savior.
UPCOMING EVENTS
 6/4 – Fire Meeting in Bladen @ 8 pm
 6/11 – Danie Out of Office / In office on the 14th
 6/13 – 6/16 – Great Plains Annual Conference in Wichita, KS
 6/14 – UMW Meeting in Bladen @ 9:00 am
 6/17 – BHCC Worship @ 2:30 pm
 6/23 – Christian Men’s Breakfast in Blue Hill @ 8 am
 7/2 – BHCC Bingo @ 2:30 pm
 7/2 – Fire Meeting in Bladen @ 8 pm
 7/4 – Independence Day – Office Closed
 7/9 – BHCC Bingo @ 2:30 pm
 7/9 – 7/13 – Pastor in Kansas City for Continuing Education
 7/12 – UMW Meeting in Bladen @ 9 am
 7/15 – BHCC Worship @ 2:30 pm
 7/16 – BHCC Bingo @ 2:30 pm
 7/21 – Christian Men’s Breakfast in Bladen @ 8 am
 7/22 – Webster County Fair Gospel Celebration @ 11 am
 7/23 – BHCC Bingo @ 2:30 pm
 7/23 – Newsletter Info Due to Danie
 7/27 – 7/29 – Mission U in Kearney


7/30 – BHCC Bingo @ 2:30 pm
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