Rustam & Giordano

Corbet, G. B. & Hill, J. E. 1992. Mammals of the Indomalayan Region: a
systematic review. Natural History Museum and Oxford University Press, London and Oxford, U.K.
Giman, B. & Jukie, A. 2012. Distribution of Sunda Stink-badger Mydaus
javanensis in Sarawak, Malaysia. Small Carnivore Conservation
46: 12–16.
[GIZ] Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit
2013. Survey report: ground-based forest carbon inventory in Malinau district, East Kalimantan. GIZ, Forest and Climate Change
Programme (FORCLIME), and Ministry of Forestry, Republic of
Indonesia, Jakarta, Indonesia.
Hwang, Y. T. & Larivière, S. 2003. Mydaus javanensis. Mammalian Species 723: 1–3.
Long, B., Hon, J., Azlan M. J. & Duckworth, J. W. 2008. Mydaus javanensis. In: IUCN 2012. IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version
2012.2. <www.iucnredlist.org>. Downloaded on 26 December
2012.

Meijaard, E. 2003. Mammals of South-east Asian islands and their late
Pleistocene environments. Journal of Biogeography 30: 1245–1257.
Payne, J., Francis, C. M. & Phillipps, K. 2005. A field guide to the mammals of Borneo, 4th reprint. Sabah Society and WWF Malaysia,
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia.
Samejima, H. et al. in prep. Mydaus javanensis distribution in Borneo.
Yasuma, S. 1994. An invitation to the mammals of East Kalimantan.
PUSREHUT (Special Publication 3), Samarinda, Indonesia.
1

Faculty of Forestry, Mulawarman University, Samarinda,
East Kalimantan 75119, Indonesia.
Email: bahandang@gmail.com
2
Department of Natural Resources Management,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock TX 79409,
U.S.A.; and S.P.E.C.I.E.S., LifeScape International,
Lindenhurst, NY 11757, U.S.A.
Email: species1@hotmail.com

A case of colour aberration in Stripe-necked Mongoose Herpestes
vitticollis in the Western Ghats, India

Abstract

Divya MUDAPPA and R. GANESH

A colour-aberrant Stripe-necked Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis has been observed over three years near the town of Valparai in
the Anamalai hills, Tamil Nadu, India. This individual lacks the black and grey colours on its face, legs and tail-tip and the dark
stripe on the neck is pale brown. Thereby, the animal looks uniformly pale orange in colour.
Keywords: Anamalai hills, mutation Brown, pelage coloration, Valparai
The Stripe-necked Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis, the largest
of the mongooses in Asia, is found along the Western Ghats
in south India and in Sri Lanka. The species occurs in a wide
range of habitats ranging from wet evergreen forests to dry deciduous forests, and some non-forest habitats (Mudappa 2013).
The typical pelage colour of the Stripe-necked Mongoose
is rufous, sometimes grizzled. The head is small, pointed and
greyish in colour. The chest and legs are dark to nearly black
in colour. The tail, reddish with a black tip, is usually carried
horizontal with the tip turned upwards. The species gets
its name from the distinct black stripe, bordered by white,
marked on either side of the neck, behind the ears (Fig. 1).
Along the Western Ghats, the colour varies: individuals in the
southern Western Ghats are redder than those in the northern parts (Van Rompaey & Jayakumar 2003). However, Van
Rompaey & Jayakumar (2003) in their review of the species
have not reported the occurrence of any colour aberration in
Stripe-necked Mongoose.
Here, we report a colour aberration in Stripe-necked
Mongoose seen in the town of Valparai, Anamalai hills, Tamil
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Fig. 1. A Stripe-necked Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis of typical colour
in Valparai, Anamalai hills, India (July 2010). Note the colours – rufous
and grizzled body and tail; dark chest and legs, grey face, black tail-tip
(Photo: Kalyan Varma).
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Pale Stripe-necked Mongoose
The main pigment that causes the reddish-brown appearance in the Stripe-necked Mongoose is phaeomelanin.
Although the colour aberration reported here is paler than the
typical form seen in the area, the individual is not an albino
because its eye colour is dark as in typical individuals, and because albinos lack all melanins: this animal retains the typical
phaeomelanin colours in the pelage. This aberration appears to
result from the mutation Brown (Tyrp1b, Tyrosinase-related
protein 1), where the eumelanin is not fully oxidised and therefore blacks and greys (dependent on the density of eumelanin
granules) of the pelage appear as brown to pale brown (van
Grouw 2013).
Colour variations in small carnivores are slowly coming to
the attention of field researchers (e.g. Ross et al. 2012, Chunekar
2014), with increases in the number of photographers and use
of camera-traps. A greater understanding of the kind and cause
of colour aberrations in mammals would be useful. It is important to note this as identification of small carnivores can be very
tricky because of fleeting glimpses and thus misidentifications
are possible. However, in this region, where Stripe-necked Mongooses are quite frequently seen, this is the only individual of
this coloration seen thus far.
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15 April 2014 (Photo: R. Ganesh).
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Nadu (10°19′49″N, 76°57′36″E; datum WGS84; altitude 1,134
m) from 2011 to date. It seemed to be a sub-adult (judging by
the size) when it was first seen. Now it is a full-grown adult.
Stripe-necked Mongooses are seen quite frequently in this region and the individuals usually have the typical reddish pelage. This particular individual has a noticeably different coloration. It lacks the dark pigmentation of the pelage all over
and does not have the black tail tip or legs. It is uniformly pale
orange (Fig 2a) with the head much lighter than the rest of the
body. The normally black neck-stripe (Fig. 2b) is pale brown.
This animal is seen almost every day, using the same trail, at
the edge of Valparai town. The regularity of the animal’s appearance, its consistent habits and the observations of its
growth indicates that only one individual is involved.
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