Michael and All Angels

September 29, 2019

The archangel Michael is pictured as a prince and a general of the heavenly army, defeating the dragon (the
ancient serpent, the devil, Satan). It is important, though, to see in Revelation 12:11 that God’s victory
ultimately comes by Jesus’ death and the testimony of his followers. The power of God’s truth gives us
confidence in the face of evil on earth, even in the face of our own death.

GATHERING
Congregational Responses in Bold Print

PRELUDE

Up through Endless Ranks of Angels

WEBER

CONFESSION
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the strength of our ancestors, the host of this meal,
the builder of the city that is to come. Amen.
If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. Let us confess our sin to the one who
is faithful.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our helper, we confess the many ways we have failed to live as your disciples. We
have not finished what we began. We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers.
We have been captivated by our possessions. Lift our burdens, gracious God. Refresh
our hearts and forgive our sin. Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put your trust in these promises: God will
never leave you or forsake you. You who were lost have been found. For the sake of ☩ Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Rejoice with the angels at this good news. Amen.
HYMN

#424 Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones

LASST UNS ERFREUEN

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all. And also with you.
GLORY TO GOD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together. Everlasting God, you have wonderfully established the ministries of
angels and mortals. Mercifully grant that as Michael and the angels contend against the
cosmic forces of evil, so by your direction they may help and defend us here on earth,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God whom we worship and praise with angels and archangels and all the
company of heaven, now and forever. Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Daniel 10: 10-14, 12: 1-3

Daniel trembles in the presence of an angel. That angel tells the prophet about the good and terrible future
when the dead will be resurrected and the archangel Michael will usher in the deliverance of the nation.

A hand touched me and roused me to my hands and knees. 11He said to me, “Daniel, greatly beloved, pay
attention to the words that I am going to speak to you. Stand on your feet, for I have now been sent to you.” So
while he was speaking this word to me, I stood up trembling. 12He said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from
the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words
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have been heard, and I have come because of your words. 13But the prince of the kingdom of Persia opposed
me twenty-one days. So Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, and I left him there with the prince
of the kingdom of Persia, 14and have come to help you understand what is to happen to your people at the end
of days. For there is a further vision for those days.
12:1
“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be a time of
anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that time your people shall
be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. 2Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3Those who are wise shall shine
like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
CHOIR ANTHEM: O for A Thousand Tongues to Sing
SECOND READING:

COURTNEY

Revelation 12: 7-12

Armed with the power of God, Michael and the angels of God fight those armed with the power of evil, the
devil and the devil’s angels. The “blood of the Lamb,” our crucified Lord Jesus, gives Michael the power to
force the devil from a place in heaven.
7

War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and
his angels fought back, 8but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them
in heaven. 9The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him. 10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming,
“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Messiah, for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, who
accuses them day and night before our God. 11But they have conquered him by the blood of
the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they did not cling to life even in the face of
death.12Rejoice then, you heavens and those who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and
the sea, for the devil has come down to you with great wrath, because he knows that his time
is short!”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 10h chapter. Glory to you, O Lord
GOSPEL: Luke 10: 17-20

The missionary church (“the seventy-two”) is given magnificent power. Greater than this gift of power over
the enemy, however, is the gift of salvation: their names are written in heaven.

The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” 18He
said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 19See, I have given you
authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will
hurt you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your
names are written in heaven.”
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The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Rev. Robert Cochran

HYMN OF THE DAY #531

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing

THE FEAST IS READY

APOSTLES CREED
With voices united, let us confess our faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the
world, and all of God’s creation.
…Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
MEAL
INTRODUCTION TO THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
Share the peace with your neighbor!

And also with you.
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OFFERING

In Heaven Above

WEBER

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. God our provider, we bring nothing into this world, and we can take nothing
out of it. Accept the gifts you have first given us which we bring to your table, and with
them the offering of our lives. Nourish us now with the life that really is life, revealed to
us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is indeed right.................we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come, take your place at the feast.
LAMB OF GOD

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
SONGS DURING COMMUNION
#488 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of
Christ’s body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your
goodness and bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
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SENDING
BLESSING
Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. Almighty
God ☩ bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN #270

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

MENDELSSOHN

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Angelic Songs

WEBER

Moving One Step Closer to God.
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